
 

1 
 

    
28 March 2020 

Hi everyone, 

You might find it a little bit different receiving a Saturday note from me, but we committed to 
communicating with you every day and I want to stick to this.  
 
Our command centre continues to operate today with senior leaders from team 2 onsite planning, 
working with our ADF counterparts and resolving questions as they arise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This morning a number of these leaders joined the communications team in walking the RAH 
wards to do a pulse check to gauge how our workforce are feeling and to answer any questions 
that you might have about COVID-19. Tomorrow they plan to spend some time with our TQEH 
workforce and I’m really looking forward to hearing their feedback. I checked in with the 
command team after their walk and I was really pleased to hear positive feedback about the 
leadership and communication that’s happening across the hospital and I particularly liked the 
questions and answer posters that some wards have in place for 
staff to post questions, such a good initiative.   
 
A few new queries were raised around how to keep families safe, 
laundering, and some specific to individual staff circumstances and 
the queries that couldn’t be answered on the spot, will be 
responded as soon as we can through our daily bulletins. As 
always our health.calhncovid19@sa.gov.au mailbox is available for 
your questions and escalations.   
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COVID-19 status update 
Yesterday we had fewer patients present to the COVID-19 clinic at the RAH for testing with 58 
treated and swabbed and 17 who did not need screening.   
 
As at 10am this morning, there were 30 confirmed COVID-19-in patients being treated at the 
RAH including 7 in ICU. There are 42 patients being treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) 
in the community.  
 
South Australia has a total of 257 COVID-19 cases, including identified cases of community 
transmission. 
 
PPE  
We are aware that staff are raising concerns regarding use and availability of PPE at the RAH in 
COVID-19 spaces on social media platforms. We want to reassure our staff that our PPE 
guidelines are in line with what is recommended and we currently have sufficient stock of the 
required equipment. 
 
Updated signage on PPE has been released today, dropped to the units and wards, and is 
available on the CALHN COVID-19 staff webpage. 
 
Thank you 
Thank you to those of you who are working today and tomorrow and those of you who are on 
days off take the time to relax, enjoy this beautiful sunshine and get some well-earned rest.  
 
Although I’m having to watch from afar, the regular updates that I am receiving and the ability to 
video conference into the Command Centre demonstrate that our preparations for the RAH to be 
the Adult COVID-19 receiving hospital are in full swing. I spoke to our Board Chair Raymond 
Spencer today, as I do most days to let both Raymond and our Board know what is happening, 
and he also passes on his thanks to all of our wonderful staff. 
 
I also want to acknowledge the changes and in some cases expansions that are taking place at 
the TQEH and at Hampstead to support these preparations. While it might seem that there is 
much focus on the RAH, we are together one network and our entire workforce is and will 
continue to contribute to the COVID-19 response. 
 
Before I finish as I always do by saying ‘If not us...then who?’ I want to share what I recently 
heard from one our wonderful nurses and that is that “I’m proud to be here and I’m proud to be 
helping”.  
 
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/7A8654A8CB144F5FCA2584F8001F91E2/$File/interim-COVID-19-SoNG-v2.4.pdf
https://www.rah.sa.gov.au/covid19/information-for-calhn-staff/covid-19-comms-resources.

