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 29 March 2020 
Hi everyone, 

 
While Sunday for many is a day of rest, I know that there are many of you who are working across all of our sites 
caring for our patients and for each other. Thank you for being flexible and working across different wards and in 
different ways as we ready our network for the weeks ahead.  

This morning our command team had a presence at the TQEH. 
While they didn’t get around to talking with everyone today, I was very 
pleased to receive this photo, taken at the bed meeting where everyone 
was very focused on their social distancing (or physical distancing as I like 
to refer to it as). Well done, it’s important that we lead by example.  

 

 

COVID-19 status update 

While each day we have focused on the number of patients we have tested or who are within our hospital whether as 
an in-patient or in our hospital in the home. I wanted today to mention a story that was in the Advertiser about a 
South Australian, Anna Liptak who has recovered from COVID-19. It was such a good story where she spoke 
positively of her recovery and her plans to keep herself healthy into the future. You might like to read it if you get the 
paper. 

Yesterday we had fewer patients tested at the RAH COVID-19 clinic, with 55 treated and swabbed and 34 who did 
not need screening. As at 3pm today, there were 23 confirmed COVID-19-in patients being treated at the RAH 
including 7 in ICU. There are 57 patients being treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community.  

As at 4pm today South Australia has a total of 299 COVID-19 cases, including identified cases of community 
transmission. 

 

PPE  

I understand that many are you are anxious about PPE and are seeing and hearing images and stories coming from 
overseas colleagues and social media where health care workers are wearing different PPE. I want to assure you 
that we are regularly monitoring the advice that is given by SA Health in regard to PPE for our workforce to ensure 
we are providing the most current and up to date advice around what you should wear.  

  

Dedicated staff lifts in place from the RAH carpark into the building 

We are aware that many questions are being asked about car parking for staff at the RAH and I can assure you that 
we are listening and we are actively looking at what we can do as we recognise your concerns.  

From tomorrow morning we are changing lift access from the car park into the RAH building and will have dedicated 
staff lifts from the carpark to assist in managing the flow of staff and the general public as we continue our 
preparations towards being the Adult COVID-19 receiving hospital. 

At 6am 30 March, lifts E, G and D will become staff only lifts and not accessible by the public from the carpark. Entry 
to these lift foyers will be via security access swipe card only and staff are encouraged to park in the designated staff 
car park.  

The general public will access the site through Level 2 carpark and lifts A, B, C and Level 1 F.   

Street access to the carpark remains unchanged.  

To make it easier for everyone to social distancing, we are limiting the number people in each lift to 4 and are 
working towards having posters in each place that clearly state this and I encourage you all to remember this and 
remind your colleagues when necessary.  
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Registered nurses with an interest in working in ICU 

As we continue our preparedness we recently, through nurse leads put out an expression of interest for registered 
nurses with an interest or experience in ICU nursing to put up their hand.  

We know that some of you have not been working the hours that you would have liked of late, however we expect 
this will change in the coming weeks and this is an opportunity to learn some additional skills.  

 

Our health.calhncovid19@sa.gov.au mailbox continues to be available for your questions and concerns. 

Let’s continue to practice our social distancing and work together to stop the spread and as I always say, ‘If not 
us...then who?’ 

 

Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/sahealth-rah-assets/general-downloads/EOI-Nurses-to-work-in-ICU-RAH.pdf
mailto:health.calhncovid19@sa.gov.au

