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4 May 2020 

Hi everyone,  
  
We have started this week with our lighter touch Command structure as part of our move to CoSTAT 2. As 
I explained last week, the 5 day ICC operation has a reduced ‘core’ with officer leads and a number or 
work groups and cell activity. Below is a copy of the new structure with the designated leads. 
  
As our reset begins we have also today re-started a number elective surgeries across the RAH and TQEH 
in line with government restrictions. 
  

 
 
Kidney transplants restart at the RAH 
I am pleased to share with you all that our kidney transplant service reopened over the weekend. With 
usual air routes unavailable, two interstate kidneys were driven to SA from Victoria. 
  
Special thanks to State Command and particularly Inspector Jake Stubing from SA Police for facilitating 
smooth passage of the kidneys across the state border via Bordertown yesterday evening. What an 
operation...before the operation! 
  
Our team at the RAH then operated all night last night on two young recipients and I am pleased to say 
that both kidneys are working and the recipients recovering well! 
  
Thanks also to Donate Life Victoria for the excellent donation and local coordinator Lauren Rogers who 
spent most of the day yesterday organising this. 
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Flu vaccinations 
As of yesterday we have 61.8% of our workforce vaccinated within CALHN. I strongly encourage ALL of 
you to ensure you get your flu shot as soon as possible. We have now added the ‘have you had your flu 
vaccination?’ to our onsite screening questions across all sites to help prompt and remind you, our visitors 
and the community about the importance in getting vaccinated. 
  
Onsite vaccinating and roaming mobile trolleys will be available across all sites. No bookings are required 
but if you have special requests for your area to be visited please contact Suzanne Cox on email 
Suzanne.Cox@sa.gov.au to organise.   
  
For staff who are working from home can visit TQEH or Hampstead during the times listed below (You do 
not need to call ahead to book): 

● Hampstead - 8:00 am to 5.00 pm, Monday to Friday in the OPD Room 2W15 

● TQEH - 7:00 am to 10:00 am Tuesdays and Thursdays and 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday 

on 9B Worker Health clinic. 

If you have vaccinated elsewhere, please make sure you complete the ‘Vaccination elsewhere’ form on 
the intranet and email it to Suzanne Cox. 

Medical Grand Round - COVID-19 the RAH experience 
Tomorrow the Medical (virtual) Grand Round will be covering ‘COVID-19 - the RAH experience’ with Dr 
Dylan Toh, General Medicine, A/Prof Arthas Flabouris, Intensive Care and Dr Renjy Nelson, Infectious 
Diseases. It will be a great opportunity to listen to this informative presentation from your colleagues and 
learn more about our response from the ‘front lines’. Listen in from 12.30pm via the Zoom Meeting link 
https://zoom.us/j/641096577.  
  
Visit by Premier and Minister for Health and Wellbeing 
Over the weekend we welcomed the Premier Steven Marshall and the Minister for Health and Wellbeing 
Stephen Wade to the RAH. Like all visitors to our site they were screened on arrival and maintained 
proper social distancing throughout their visit. 
  
Premier Marshall and Minister Wade took the opportunity to visit the Intensive Care Unit and personally 
thank the ICU team for their dedication in caring for those with COVID-19.  I think they were really amazed 
by the knowledge we have gained in caring for COVID patients in ICU but also the team work and care the 
ICU team displayed. 

 

mailto:Suzanne.Cox@sa.gov.au
http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/non-public+content/sa+health+intranet/central+adelaide+lhn/programs+and+initiatives/flu+vaccination+program+-+calhn
http://inside.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/non-public+content/sa+health+intranet/central+adelaide+lhn/programs+and+initiatives/flu+vaccination+program+-+calhn
https://zoom.us/j/641096577
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COVID-19 status update  
Today there were again no new cases of COVID-19. 
 
Over the weekend the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed 89 people with 7 people presenting that did not 
require screening. Across our 3 SA Pathology drive through sites we tested 326 people. 
  
We continue to have no more COVID-19 confirmed cases within the RAH and I am pleased to advise that 
we currently only have 2 patients being treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community.  
  
Many of the international visitors who were quarantined here in SA have now returned home. Some of 
these visitors have been cared for with complicated non-COVID-19 related matters at the RAH, and I 
wanted to make mention of our team who provided fantastic care and communication in what was a 
challenging environment. Well done. 
  
I know many of you who are parents of young children welcomed the government's announcement 
yesterday that playgrounds will reopen this week. We will hopefully learn more by the end of this week 
about the easing of some of our restrictions which I know will be welcomed by many in our community.  
  
I want to reinforce that while we continue to have no new recorded COVID cases and as restrictions begin 
to ease, we still need to maintain our social distancing practices. This is important as we head into flu 
season and we begin to see our services experience an increase in demand because of it - while also 
staying prepared for any COVID-19 cases. 
  
Before I sign off, ahead of International Midwives Day tomorrow, I wanted to acknowledge the exceptional 
work of CALHN’s Prison Health midwives who provide extraordinary care in challenging circumstances.  
 
As a nurse and midwife I know how rewarding this side of nursing can be and although we do not offer 
midwifery services per se...once a midwife, always a midwife! 
  
As I always say... ‘If not us…then who?’.  
  
  
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 


