
 
6 April 2020 

 
Hi everyone,  
 
You will have heard that over the last few days there have been fewer identified new cases 
of COVID-19 in this state so the curve seems to be starting to do exactly what we want it to – 
remain flat.  
 
The public health education, social distancing and the push for people to stay home unless 
absolutely necessary does along with high levels of testing seem to be having an impact at 
this point. Making sure we adhere to these measures is so important, especially as we head 
in Easter. 
 
Medical students return to CALHN 
I along with Ben Kile, Executive Dean from Adelaide University am pleased that from next 
week we will be welcoming senior medical students back to our sites joining the nursing and 
allied health students who have continued their placements. These medical students are our 
future clinicians and the experience and learnings they will gain from being on the ground at 
this stage of the COVID-19 pandemic will be invaluable to them and the community into the 
future. 
 
They return to us having received specific training in infectious disease procedures and 
techniques that will allow them to safely navigate our current environment and they will 
continue to be upskilled in areas that will be of value to our workforce and our patients.  
 
Be assured, that the large groups of students that you may have seen doing rounds is now a 
thing of the past with clinical supervision and education adhering to the principles of social 
distancing. We will be ever mindful of the clinical areas in which they are placed recognising 
the challenges that some areas like ICU are likely to be faced with. 
 
Screening trial at the RAH 
Today we continued our public health screening trial at the main entrance at the RAH. The 
nurses spoke with 1009 staff and visitors and we will continue this process tomorrow across 
two shifts to increase the number of people we speak with on this important topic. We are 
learning each day and will shortly expand this initiative to include other entrance points and 
other our sites  
 
Ready-ing our facilities  
This week Spotless will be working with local teams across the RAH to identify simple 
changes that we can make as we prepare this site including chocking doors open where 
possible to support easy access. This work has started in the emergency department today 
and while soon across the hospital there’ll be fewer doors to physically open, this does not 
mean we can lower our standards of hand hygiene.  
 
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed and swabbed 34 people and saw 5 people 
who did not need screening.  
 



 
As at 4pm today, there were 8 confirmed COVID-19 inpatients being treated at the RAH plus 
10 in ICU and today we discharged 3 patients. There are 46 patients currently being treated 
through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community. 
 
Community kindness 
The South Australian community has been amazingly generous with organisations and 
individuals donating items including Easter treats for our workforce in addition to the 
drawings and letters that we are proudly displaying in our hero walk.  
 
Late last week when Lindt closed their retail stores they donated more than 95,000 
chocolate eggs to our dedicated workforce and we are distributing these eggs across the 
RAH, TQEH, Glenside, Hampstead and St Margaret's Hospital this week to spread the 
Easter cheer.  
 
I do need to remind you that we like all other public sector organisations have a gifts and 
benefits register where we need to make record of the of the gifts and donations that we 
receive that are over $50. You can find out more about how to do this for COVID-19 in our 
process document.  
 
Changing times across our network  
While many of these bulletins focus on what is happening in our hospitals. I want to 
acknowledge the enormous amount of work that is happening across all of our CALHN sites 
and services as they manage in what is a very rapid moving environment. I know that 
services such as SA Dental and BreastScreen SA have been scaling down their operations 
to meet restrictions and that this has taken a large amount of staff cooperation and goodwill. 
They are also preparing very quickly to reallocate a number of their staff into areas of need 
across government. Please know that I do know this is happening and we absolutely thank 
you 
 
I am also aware that with the cancellation of elective surgery and fewer presentations to our 
emergency departments our hospitals have far fewer patients at the moment than we usually 
do. I recognise that this is quite different to what we are used to and I’d like to thank these of 
you who have been flexible in taking what may not be planned annual leave at this time.  
 
This week for many would often be focused on packing for an Easter get away or perhaps 
for the school holidays. However now is simply not the right time to be taking a holiday in 
regional South Australia, it’s a time to stay home, in your family or household group and I 
believe that as health care workers we need to lead by example, ‘If not us...then who?’.  
 
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 
 
 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/sahealth-rah-assets/general-downloads/20200406-COVID-19-Gifts-and-Benefits-Procedure.pdf

