
 
7 April 2020 

 

Hi everyone,  
 
Today my message starts with a solemn note, as we acknowledge that South Australia has 
experienced its first COVID-19 related death, with one of our patients passing away 
overnight. I know that this was really difficult for our ICU colleagues as they faced having to 
manage a different way of providing support to families. 
 
I spent some time in our ICU this morning, speaking with the clinicians and nursing staff who 
are caring for our COVID-19 patients and it certainly is a challenging task but I was so 
impressed not only in way that we prepare but also in the way that staff were so professional 
and just getting on. Someone said “it is just our job” but none of our staff have a ‘just a’ job. It 
was my wonderful connection to purpose and made me feel so proud to be part of CALHN. 
  
Within South Australia the curve continues to flatten and it is a positive sign that the 
measures that are in place seem to be having an impact. If you haven’t seen the local 
dashboard, I encourage you to visit the covid-19sa.gov.au website.  
  
While there have been a few positive days, the message for everyone continues to be clear 
that while there are no new social distancing or community restrictions to be put in place at 
this point that we are in no position to relax.  
  
Flu Vaccination  
As people who work in the health sector, we know only too well how necessary it is to keep 
our vaccinations up to date and that includes the flu vaccination. 
 
While our workforce vaccination program does not officially start until 14 April, we have 
already in the last week vaccinated more than 1000 of our workforce from this preventable 
illness with an initial focus on our higher risk areas of ICU and emergency.  
 
We have a good supply of vaccines and as always, every single CALHN employee is 
expected to participate in this program.  
 
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday the RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed and swabbed 36 people and saw 2 people 
who did not need screening.  
 
As at 4pm today, there were 11 confirmed COVID-19 inpatients being treated at the RAH 
plus 8 in ICU and today we discharged 3 patients. There are 46 patients currently being 
treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community. 
  

https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/home/dashboard


 
 
COVID-19 Australian Government modelling  
You may like to review modelling released by the Australian Government today about how 
COVID-19 could spread through the Australian population under different scenarios and 
about how the health system could respond.  
 
Ready-ing our sites, staff and services  
Many of you will have been involved in readying our sites, whether it be through 
consolidating our beds, moving across sites or participating in training to ensure that our 
workforce have the right skill base.  
  
While we haven’t started an official decant, there has been a considerable amount of work 
underway to support this planning and I’m aware that there’s been a bit of a “hurry up, but 
then wait” in parts of our network, primarily as the COVID-19 patients we feared may quickly 
come to us have not at this point, (and hopefully never will!) however the work that we have 
completed has been invaluable, and its important that we continue our with our preparations. 
 
This week close to 70 health care staff have completed ICU clinical skills training to increase 
the workforce available to us in this area.  
  
We’ve also seen RAH oncology, and some haematology services move from Level 6 at the 
RAH into northeast Ground B at TQEH. I’m incredibly proud of our staff who have, in record 
time, transformed a disused surgical ward into a place of care for cancer patients. Following 
a thorough clean and scrub, five cancer patients and almost 20 staff are now settling into 
their new surroundings with plans for our remaining patients to join them shortly. Thank you 
to everyone for pulling together to make this possible. 
 
I’d also like to recognize all who work in our outpatients department who have in the last 
month embraced the need to work differently and have increased the number of outpatients 
episodes delivered via teleconference from around 6% of all consultation to around 42% of 
all outpatient service events.  
 
If you have questions about COVID-19 and CALHN’s response that you cannot find the 
answers to I encourage you to speak with your line manager, particularly where it relates to 
a matter that has been referred to IMT or email health.calhncovid19@sa.gov.au.   
  
‘If not us...then who?’ 
  
Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network  
  
 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NaajCANZkvS1JROsGCkzi?domain=health.gov.au
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