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Hi everyone,  
  
In South Australia our COVID-19 position continues to look positive with no new cases identified in 
almost a fortnight.  This is a great result and really shows what good social distancing, an amazing 
testing regime and good public health messaging can do – oh and don’t forget a community that 
continues to do the right thing! 
  
Due to our current success in limiting the spread of COVID-19, the government today announced that 
some Stage 2 restrictions will be eased from Friday 5 June. This is earlier than planned and will come 
into place before the long weekend.  I know that many of you will welcome this as I am sure that 
businesses will as well. 
  
Gate review 
Yesterday the Command Centre conducted the weekly gate review and assessed the current COVID-
19 situation both here and interstate.  
  
This was our 6th gate review and it again recommended that we should remain at CoSTAT 2 for the 
time being, as we are conscious of recent clusters identified interstate, and to be honest, the less than 
encouraging uptake of the flu vaccine here at CALHN – more on that on Friday!   
 
Remaining at this status also allows us to continue to reduce the number of people on our campuses to 
enable us to sustain our social distancing practices – this is not just about patients and visitors but also 
that the social distancing rules mean that if you can work from home ... then please continue to do so! 
  
This also means that our one visitor per patient per day policy remains in place. I encourage ALL staff 
to ensure this is complied with for all patients unless on compassionate grounds. We have an 
obligation to ensure that patients and their visitors get consistent messages from us. 
  
The review also approved a number of services to recommence in June including an increase to the 
surgical bed footprint to match our increased capacity.  
  
Given the current COVID-19 activity across the state and nation, we will now conduct our gate reviews 
fortnightly rather than weekly.   
  
BRACE trial 
Last Friday I shared with you details about the BRACE trial which is investigating whether the 
BCG vaccine that’s traditionally used to prevent tuberculosis can help reduce the impact of 
COVID-19. 
  
If you are interested in participating in the trial, you can find out more or register through the 
SAHMRI website https://www.sahmri.org/brace/.  Staff who have already had their influenza 
vaccine can participate in this trial. 

  
The trial is being run by the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute in collaboration with SAHMRI 
and SA Health as well as other partners across Australia and internationally.  
  
COVID-19 status update  
Yesterday RAH COVID-19 clinic assessed 93 people. Since the clinic opened in early March it has 
assessed more than 5,507 patients. 

https://contactmonkey.com/api/v1/tracker?cm_session=376932f3-0af9-4f92-82b6-5385a8c63263&cm_type=link&cm_link=c6863546-8c47-46ad-b3c2-b038d1fc5c87&cm_destination=https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/XC7tCANZkvSNGVMYuGQoBX?domain=sahmri.org/


 

  
With the decrease in COVID-19 related activity, we will now release our COVID-19 Bulletin once per 
week on a Tuesday (unless something critical occurs) and you’ll continue to receive my weekly CEO 
message as usual on a Friday.  I hope that this is ok, but I am conscious of not wanting to fill up your 
inbox with a repeat of information. 
  
I encourage you all to continue to do the right thing when it comes to social distancing and remain in a 
state of readiness. We need to remain vigilant and prepared should we see an increase in cases 
following the easing of restrictions and as our community takes a more relaxed stance on social 
distancing. 
  
As I always say... ‘If not us…then who?’.  

 

 
Lesley Dwyer 
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