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Hi colleagues, 

Today for the first time in a long time we have no positive COVID-19 patients in our inpatient wards or in our ICU. This 
is such a positive sign that all of the measures in regard to social distancing, border restrictions are maintaining an 
impact. And don’t forget that the care that is being provided is exceptional in every way. 

While we will not be complacent and need to remain ready for this situation to change, it is looking less and less likely 
that we will need to scale up our COVID-19 response beyond our current phase and with this in mind, we have 
adjusted the meeting frequency for some of our IMT advisory groups. This will enable us to do the preparatory work to 
re-start the services that we know are important to the community.  

Should the need arise in the future, we are ready to lift our response to COVID-19; all the planning has been 
worthwhile, not only preparing our services for future major emergencies, but also in encouraging us to think differently 
and to start to think about what our recovery and reset should look like. 

We were fortunate today, to have a visit from Air Commodore Margot Forster CSM, Commander Joint Task Group 
629.4. During her visit, I was able to talk with her about CALHN’s preparedness and about the great value the ADF 
personnel who have been with us for a number of weeks have brought to our command structure.   

 

 

 

SA Pathology announcements 
Today there have also been two very important and welcome announcements relating to SA Pathology.  

The first, this morning was an announcement that SA Pathology will continue to remain in public ownership. The 
second came this afternoon and focused on the development of a business case to assess the merit of a centralised 
laboratory. 

Like the rest of CALHN, over the past 12 months SA Pathology has revisited and revitalised its ways of working. They 
have achieved the benchmarks set out by the state government and since the arrival of COVID-19, have really gone 
the extra mile performing more than 45,000 COVID-19 tests in the past 3 months, and introducing rapid COVID-19 
testing that provides a diagnosis in less than 60 minutes.  

This week they also released a new digital health service which enables people to access their test results securely 
online. The service is an integral part of Statewide Clinical Support Services and we look forward to them continuing 
as a valuable part of the CALHN network. 

You can learn more about SA Pathology and their plans over the next few weeks for COVID-19 testing in a video 
filmed with CALHN’s SA Pathology Manager Megan Freeman.  

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/sa-pathology-to-remain-in-public-ownership
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/business-case-for-new-sa-pathology-laboratory
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/business-case-for-new-sa-pathology-laboratory
https://youtu.be/MUlBqr0jeQI
https://youtu.be/MUlBqr0jeQI


 

 
 

 

Car parking 
I was so pleased to receive an update from the car parking office today who advised that everyone who was on the car 
park waiting list at the RAH had been contacted and offered a temporary car parking permit. This involved a significant 
amount of work from the car park office and I’d like to acknowledge this team for their efforts, and that of the Spotless 
Helpdesk for helping to quickly make the required changes within the ‘back end system’. 

More information on what CALHN is doing to support car parking, including information about applying for a temporary 
permit, is available from a fact sheet released today.  

Shaping our wellness plan 
Today the CALHN Wellbeing Working Party called out to our mental health first aiders to help shape our wellness plan 
and provided them with some tips on helping their staff through uncertain times. If anyone has any ideas on how we 
can improve staff wellness please email Health.CALHN.Wellbeing@sa.gov.au. I look forward to sharing more with you 

about CALHN’s wellness plan as it is implemented.  

COVID-19 status update  
There was one new confirmed COVID-19 case in South Australia today.  

As at 4pm today, there were no confirmed COVID-19 patients in ICU or within inpatients at the RAH. We were able to 
discharge 3 patients and we have 11 patients being treated through Hospital in the Home (HITH) in the community.  

Yesterday, our COVID-19 Clinic at the RAH assessed and swabbed 84 people and identified that another 10 people 
who presented did not need screening.  Across our 3 SA Pathology drive through sites we tested 359 people. 

Flu vaccinations 
I wanted to congratulate the Rehab In the Home, Day Rehab and Rehab Medicine team for being the first team to 
reach 100% vaccination – well done! I must admit that I did have a chuckle with the meme that accompanied this 
news.  

Within Statewide Clinical Support Services, SA Pathology is leading the way with 48% of their workforce receiving 
their flu vaccination.  

In the last few months, our network has taken a huge leap forward in focus and drive, and as we look to restart in 
some areas, let’s remember our role within the South Australian health system.  

As I always say, ‘if not us, then who?’ 

Lesley Dwyer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Central Adelaide Local Health Network 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/sahealth-rah-assets/general-downloads/COVID19-Implementing-hospital-access-support-policy-across-CALHN.pdf
mailto:Health.CALHN.Wellbeing@sa.gov.au
https://youtu.be/MUlBqr0jeQI

