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8 May 2020 

Audience: 
 
This bulletin was sent to CALHN distribution lists for: 

 Manager Clinical Program Delivery 

 Nursing Leads 

 Medical Leads 

 Allied Health Leads 

 Nursing Clinical Practice Director 

 Executive 

 Statewide Clinical Command representatives 
 

Please cascade the information in this bulletin to the appropriate people within your teams. 
Purpose 
This bulletin provides an update around the recommencement of service, availability of rapid swab 
testing and the supply of PPE gowns. 
 
Action 
All leads, nurse unit managers and heads of unit are to ensure their staff are aware of the below and 
follow this advice. 

 
 
Recommencement of services 
To ensure that we remain ready to respond to the changing COVID-19 situation as required, there 
remains activity caps in place. 
 
We need to ensure that any activity increase can be supported alongside our COVID-19 response, with 
particular reference to PPE. 
 
Any requests for recommencement of services need to be undertaken formally through Programs and 
Clinical Program Delivery Manager, who will progress requests to the Command Centre for 
consideration using the attached process and request document. 
 
Good governance and full analysis of the impact of service changes help us remain a safe and effective 
organisation 
 
Rapid swabs 
A new rapid swab for COVID-19 will be available from the 11th May. The use of the rapid swab will be 
restricted to circumstances where care will change. Access to the new test will be under the stewardship 
of: 

 the duty Intensivist 

 the duty Emergency Physician (COVID-19) 

 the duty 102 Physician 

 the Respiratory Physician on call  

 Infectious Disease on call 
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The indications for rapid test are within the clinical judgment of the above team and will include: 

 ICU patient with undifferentiated respiratory illness not recently tested for SARSCoV-2 

 emergency patient with severe respiratory disease or undifferentiated sepsis 

 patient requiring urgent non-invasive ventilation (NIV) 

 symptomatic patient with COVID risk who may have exposed a HCW 

 terminally-ill patient with respiratory symptoms &/or COVID risk factors 

 index testing in congregate settings – aged care, prison, schools 

To access the test please contact the most appropriate senior consultant. On the form, please ensure 
that the approving consultant is named AND the indication is also noted to avoid delays. 
 
Changes to PPE gown supply 
It has been identified that we are likely to experience a shortage of the current Halyard fluid impervious 
gowns. A further supply of the same Halyard fluid impervious gowns in XL size has been secured as an 
interim measure. 
 
It is recommended that the current and XL Halyard fluid impervious gowns are prioritized for the higher 
COVID-19 risk areas (ED, ICU, Theatre and COVI19 wings).  There will be a requirement for other areas 
to return to the previously used BLUE Sentry Medical Owear GN001 gown (Oracle code 65320870) and 
possibly the identical YELLOW GN003 (Oracle code 19046845). 
 
The Infection Prevention and Control Unit have reviewed the Halyard XL fluid impervious gown and this 
is a like for like product change.  
 
The previously used BLUE Sentry Medical Owear GN001 gown and YELLOW GN003 gown are a 
splash-resistant gown (previously used across RAH) and suitable for clinical care and where there is a 
risk of fluid exposure. A plastic apron (Oracle code 95320913) should be worn over the top.  
 
Both CALHN and SA Health have been and continue to work towards ensuring that our staff have 
access to PPE at point of care. You may find that during these times of high demand and external 
pressures beyond our control, that the PPE brand or type may change but they will be assessed by both 
Infection Prevention and Control Unit and Clinical Worker Health to ensure they are fit for purpose for 
our staff.  
 
CALHN COVID-19 Command Team 
 


