
SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2017

We have moved to 
our new home  
The move to the new Royal Adelaide Hospital 
(RAH) was completed ahead of schedule at 
12.30pm on Wednesday 6 September 2017 
when the last patient was transferred from 
the old hospital to the new. 

The move was the biggest undertaking of 
its kind in South Australia and signifies an 
exciting new era in our state’s health care. 

youtube.com/sahealthaustralia

twitter.com/SAHealth

facebook.com/sahealth 

SA Ambulance Service and move teams celebrate the 
completion of the three day patient move to the new 
Royal Adelaide Hospital 

For more information about the RAH:

Visit the website: rah.sa.gov.au

Continued page 2

Celebrating the old RAH

In the final week of operations at the old RAH, a 
Commemorative Exhibition was held in the main foyer to  
help celebrate the hospital’s 177 year proud history and service 
to the community. 

Thousands of current and former staff, and members of the public, walked through the 

exhibition and shared fond memories together. 

The exhibition included a slide show of pictures, both historical and recent, and the RAH 

Heritage Office displayed historical medical equipment and nursing memorabilia. 

A last ‘HooRAH’ staff BBQ was also held during the final week of operations. 

‘The Royal Adelaide Hospital: Service, Care, 
Teaching and Innovation’, a book compiled by Dr 
Lesley Long, was handed out to staff 

Staff shared their fond memories 
of the old RAH on ‘Post-it’ 
notes that were displayed at the 
Commemorative Exhibition

The last ‘HooRAH’ farewell BBQ

Staff shared memories of the old RAH Surgeons farewelling the old RAH

Staff were excited in the lead up to the move

Dr Lesley Long, former Director of Nursing at the 
RAH, personally autographing books 

https://www.facebook.com/sahealth 
http://www.youtube.com/sahealthaustralia
https://www.youtube.com/user/sahealthaustralia
https://twitter.com/SAHealth
https://www.facebook.com/sahealth
https://www.rah.sa.gov.au
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As a result of the planning and professionalism shown by all of those involved, the move of 
297 patients from the old RAH to the new was successful. 

Our final patient, Ronald, was farewelled at the old RAH with a guard of honour, with over 100 doctors, nurses and support staff 

gathering to deliver a heartfelt goodbye.

A special thanks to the entire South Australian health system, including the metro and country hospitals who supported the RAH 

ramp down, SA Ambulance Service for their professionalism in safely transferring patients from the old hospital to the new, staff and 

volunteers for ensuring patient safety always remained the first priority and finally, the public for their patience during this  

extraordinary time. 

Ceremonial Opening

The official Ceremonial Opening 
was held on Sunday 3 September, 
prior to the patient move 
commencing at 7am the  
following day. 

The event was attended by over 200 guests, 

including His Excellency the Honourable Hieu  

Van Le AC, Governor of South Australia,  

the Hon Jay Weatherill MP, Premier of South 

Australia and the Hon Jack Snelling MP, former 

Minister for Health. 

Speeches were made by the Premier of South 

Australia, the former Minister for Health, Chair 

of Central Adelaide Local Health Network 

Consumer Advocacy Council, Dean Fyfe and RAH 

Geriatrician, Dr Ishita Batta. 

A safe and successful move 

Congratulations South Australia, your new RAH is now operational.

The Premier of South Australia and former Minister for 
Health unveil the plaque 

The Hon Jack Snelling MP, former Minister for Health

Distinguished guests, including the Governor of South Australia 

Long serving RAH volunteers 

Vickie Kaminski, Chief Executive, SA Health 

Celsus and Spotless Executive Teams 
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