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09.30am Research oral presentations on level 8 

9.30am Welcome Session Chair

9.35am Opening by the Central Adelaide Health Network (CALHN) CEO Lesley Dwyer, CALHN 
CEO

9.40am CALHN 2019 Research Snapshot Professor John Beltrame

10.05am PARC Clinical Research: a unique centre for high-acuity clinical trials Professor Guy Ludbrook

10.15am Proton Beam Therapy in South Australia Dr Nick McNeil

10.25am Causes of treatment-related blood/bone marrow cancers Dr Deepak Singhal

10.35am Morning tea and meet the presenters on level 8

11.05am Prospective cohort study of delirium in elderly undergoing cardiothoracic surgery Victoria Fitton and  
Alice Bourke

11.15am Stopping blood thinners after successful atrial fibrillation procedure: late 
occurrence of stroke events Dr Melissa Middeldorp

11.25am TIA Biomarker Project: FAST-IT to find a Simple Test in TIA (Transient Ischaemic 
Attack) Austin Milton

11.35am Changes in the brain after mild traumatic brain injury: is it ‘just’ a concussion? Dr George Opie

11.45am Chair Summary Session Chair

11.50am Lunch break

Welcome to RAHsearch 2019
Over the next two days you’ll hear from more than 50 of our brightest 
medical minds as they share a variety of research projects being conducted 
right here at the Royal Adelaide Hospital (RAH). 

While each of the projects are at different stages, we’re looking forward to revealing 
some positive results from recent trials as we keep our focus firmly on innovative ways 
to improve patient outcomes.

RAHsearch 2019 complements the annual The Queen Elizabeth Hospital (TQEH) 
Research Expo that showcases research undertaken at the TQEH and the Bazil Hetzel 
Institute for Translational Health Research. 

We are fortunate to have so many internationally recognised researchers right here. 
Supporting research within our hospitals means that our patients get access to the 
latest treatments, which ultimately leads to better care. 

We can’t wait to share the research with you. 

RAHsearch is delivered by CALHN with the support of The Hospital Research 
Foundation and the RAH Research Fund. 

Tuesday 8 October 2019



12.30pm Research poster gallery walk (RAH main concourse on ground floor level 3)

Temperature management in surgical patients at the Royal Adelaide Hospital Dr James Turnbull

Reduced mortality in patients with atrial fibrillation through integrated management within a 
specialised AF clinic Dr Jeroen M Hendriks

Prevalence and coding of delirium in elderly following cardiothoracic surgery Victoria Fitton and  
Alice Bourke

Low blood sugar levels in health proportionately increases the rate at which the stomach 
empties food to intestines

Tejaswini Arunachala 
Murthy

GORD or eosinophilic oesophagitis: the answer is in the IgG4! Dr Stephanie Wong

Improving patient pathways to colonoscopy Dr Tsai-Wing Ow

Early geriatrician input for older persons from residential care presenting to emergency 
department Jessica Huang

Red blood cells transfusions in myelodysplastic syndromes Dr Rakchha Chhetri

Abnormal bone marrow microenvironment in treatment-related blood cancers Monika M. Kutyna

Basophil Activation Testing (BAT) as a novel test for diagnosis of hopper ant allergy and 
monitoring the response to treatment

Dr Thanh-Thao  
(Adriana) Le 

Machine learning in the prediction of stroke and internal medicine outcomes Dr Stephen Bacchi

The PREDiCT study: personalised risk evaluation for cancer therapy-induced diarrhoea Kate Secombe

The PREDiCT study: personalised risk evaluation for chemotherapy-induced cognitive-
impairment 

Ms Courtney 
Subramaniam

Establishing the diagnostic criteria for loosening of hip implants Dr John M Abrahams

Working out the safest e-cigarette device to use – does the device you use play a role in 
reducing the level of harm? Dr Miranda Ween

Mutational landscape of myelodysplastic syndrome in patients with autoimmune 
rheumatological disorders Lih En Hong

Targeting the tumour vasculature in pancreatic cancer Kay Myo Min

2.00pm Session close

Wednesday 9 October 2019
11.30am Research poster gallery walk (RAH main concourse on ground floor level 3)

Practice makes perfect: using in-situ simulation to test the workplace, systems and application 
of skills Anna Maria Carrera

Anaesthesia research at the RAH: working to improve recovery after surgery Dr Thomas Painter

A novel polymer based skin composite – for treatment of large burns Bronwyn Dearman

Effect of bitter taste on metabolic control Dr Tongzhi Wu

Using innovative digital technology to improve healthcare delivery: a pilot A/Prof Edmund Tse

Inpatient admission for colonoscopy preparation: when, why and what do we achieve? Dr Kee Fong Loo  
Dr Heather Tan

Health survey: inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) health knowledge and uptakes on 
preventative health in IBD patients at RAH Dr Kee Fong Loo



Aberrant RNA splicing of cancer genes is a novel mechanism influencing disease progression in 
chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML)

Naranie  
Shanmuganathan

Geriatric assessment in older people with myelodysplastic syndrome is predictive of therapy 
completion and survival: The GAP-MDS study Dr Angela Molga

REINSTATE Trial: Assessing factors that impact how we feed intensive care survivors James Whitehead

Diagnosis of penicillin and cephalosporin allergy - there has to be a better way Sherin Vareeckal 

Men who have sex with men and chemsex: a clinic based cross-sectional study in South 
Australia Dr Carole Khaw

Red light therapy for the blinding disease retinitis pigmentosa Dr Glyn Chidlow

Outgrowth endothelial cells from people with pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) may hold 
the answer to treating their disease! Jemma Savaglia

How do congenital heart defects arise during foetal development? Dr Sophie Wiszniak 

Pre-treatment of the eye’s fluid to enable efficient post-mortem testing Kai Yuan Tee

Infliximab associated weight gain in inflammatory bowel disease: patterns, associations and 
financial implications Dr Patricia Kaazan

Disease-specific electronic medical records in chronic disease: is the emerging inflammatory 
bowel disease experience a possible solution? Dr Patricia Kaazan

1.00pm Lunch break

2.00pm Research oral presentations on level 8

2.00pm Welcome Session Chair

2.05pm New therapy for lung cancer Dr Jo Woodcock

2.15pm APOMAB: A new way to find out which patients benefit from chemotherapy Dr Alex Staudacher

2.25pm When should we use anaesthetic support to perform colonoscopy? Dr Alessandra Orsillo

2.35pm The use of smartphone data to predict your outcome following surgery:  
A feasibility study Dr Samuel Gluck

2.45pm Does additional protein improve outcomes and recovery of critically ill patients? Dr Lee-anne Chapple

2.55pm Improving the stability of implants used in complex total hip replacement surgeries Prof Bogdan Solomon

3.05pm Afternoon tea and meet the presenters on level 8

3.20pm Treating glaucoma by boosting retinal fuel supplies Dr John P. M. Wood

3.30pm Bio-invisible stents to better treat cardiovascular disease Professor Claudine 
Bonder

3.40pm Effect of closure of dialysis arteriovenous fistula (AV) on the heart in kidney 
transplant recipients Dr Nitesh Rao

3.50pm Giving the ROCKet to chronic pain after surgery Dr Thomas Painter

4.00pm Summary Session Chair

4.05pm Closing comments Lesley Dwyer, CALHN 
CEO

4.10pm RAHsearch awards and close Hon Stephen Wade  
MLC

4.30pm Event concludes


