
TOWNSVILLE

22 - 26 NOVEMBER 2019

WARRINA CINEPLEX

Hearts and BonesTRAVELLING FILM FESTIVAL VISITS…
NT Alice Springs, Darwin, Katherine QLD Bundaberg, Cairns, Mackay, Nambour, Toowoomba, Townsville 
NSW Huskisson, Newcastle, Port Macquarie, Sawtell, Tamworth, Ulladulla, Wagga Wagga, Wollongong 
TFF AT SEA to New Caledonia & Vanuatu roundtrip Sydney

Distinguished Partner

Travelling Film Festival acknowledges the financial assistance of Screen Australia and Screen Queensland and  
is supported by media partner ABC North Queensland and distinguished partner Princess Cruises.

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE

Save 30% and see the Festival 
for just $9.50 per film with a 
subscription, or dip into the 
festival with a 5-Film Flexipass 
for just $11 per film. 

FULL SUBSCRIPTION 
$95 Adult $85 Concession  
Please specify which session of Hearts and 
Bones you would like to attend when booking 
subscription. Only one session — either Friday 
night (Opening Night) or Monday night will be 
included. Subscriptions are transferable but 
admit only one person per film. Excludes The 
Final Quarter.

5-FILM FLEXIPASS 
$55 Adult       $50 Concession  
Flexipasses must be redeemed prior to the  
start of the festival. 

Flexipasses can be redeemed for one ticket  
per film only. Excludes The Final Quarter. 

SINGLE TICKETS  
$14.50 Adult $12.50 Concession 
$10 Kids/Students  
$10 The Final Quarter
Concessions: unemployed, pensioners & 
seniors - upon presentation of ID. 

HOW TO BOOK

Online: sff.org.au/Townsville  
By Phone: 02 8220 6600 
In Person: Warrina Cineplex 

Warrina Complex  
164 Dalrymple Rd,  
Currajong, QLD 4812 
(07) 4725 7295

PRESENTED BY 
Sydney Film Festival

Phone:  02 8220 6600   
Email:  tff@sff.org.au   
Website: sff.org.au/tff

 

Cover image: Hearts and Bones

All films start at the advertised time. 



OPENING NIGHT:  
HEARTS AND BONES

SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 22 NOV 7:30 PM FILM, 9:15 PM RECEPTION 
REPEAT ON MONDAY 25 NOV 6:30 PM

Directed by Ben Lawrence | Australia | In English | 107 mins | 15+  
SELECTED: SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL 2019 

War photographer Daniel Fisher (Hugo Weaving, Mystery Road, The Matrix 
trilogy) returns home to Sydney, and despite his partner’s protests, 
prepares for yet another hazardous overseas assignment. At the same 
time, he is organising an upcoming exhibition of his work from the world’s 
war zones. South Sudanese refugee, Sebastian (Andrew Luri), living happily 
in Australia  with his wife and young child, learns that the exhibition will 
include images of a massacre in his village 15 years earlier. He finds Daniel 
and begs him to exclude those photographs. An unlikely friendship develops 
between the two men, but it is severely tested when Daniel makes a 
shocking discovery. With powerful performances from Weaving and Luri 
portraying men from very different backgrounds who bond over their 
shared trauma, director Ben Lawrence’s beautifully acted debut feature is 
an intelligent, morally complex and deeply moving film.

“One of Hugo Weaving’s finest performances on screen.”  
- SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
7:30 PM  HEARTS AND BONES (15+) 
9:15 PM  OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION 

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER  
12:30 PM  HONEYLAND (All ages) 
2:30 PM THE THIRD WIFE (MA15+)
 Screens with short film ALL THESE CREATURES (MA15+)  
6:30 PM  BELLBIRD (M) 
8:30 PM  BLINDED BY THE LIGHT (PG) 

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER 
12:30 PM  THE BIGGEST LITTLE FARM (PG) 
2:30 PM  YULI (M)
 Screens with short film CHLORINE (M)
5:00 PM  NEVER LOOK AWAY (M)  
8:30 PM  GOD EXISTS, HER NAME IS PETRUNYA (15+) 

MONDAY 25 NOVEMBER 
6:30 PM  HEARTS AND BONES (REPEAT) (15+) 
8:30 PM  PORTRAIT OF A LADY ON FIRE (M)
 Screens with short film  TIES THAT BIND (M) 

TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 
6:30 PM  THE FINAL QUARTER (PG)  
 (Special Screening with Filmmaker guest,  
 Not part of Subscription and Flexipass)

STAY IN TOUCH

Sign up to our eNews or to receive a print program in the post next year at 
sff.org.au/tff

@travellingfilmfestival

Keep up to date with program and tour announcements, giveaways and more!

/travellingfilmfestival
#travellingfilmfestival



HONEYLAND THE THIRD WIFE BELLBIRD BLINDED BY THE LIGHT
THE BIGGEST  
LITTLE FARM YULI

SAT 23 NOV 12:30 PM
Directed by Ljubomir Stefanov, 
Tamara Kotevska | North 
Macedonia | In Turkish with 
English subtitles | 87 mins | 
All Ages

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

WINNER: GRAND JURY 
PRIZE, SUNDANCE 2019

Filmmakers Stefanov and 
Kotevska filmed Hatidze and 
her bees over three years. The 
50-something apiarist lives 
in an isolated cottage with 
her frail elderly mother. She 
seems content to tend her 
bees and make the occasional 
four-hour trip to market. One 
day, a large family and their 
herd of cattle move into the 
otherwise deserted mountain 
valley and her peaceful life is 
turned upside down. Intimate, 
humorous and timeless, 
Honeyland also epitomises 
the delicate balance between 
humankind and nature. 

“This bitter and beautiful 
Sundance-winning doc 
focuses on a single beekeeper 
as though our collective future 
hinges on her hives.”

-INDIEWIRE

SAT 23 NOV 2:30 PM
Directed by Ash Mayfair | 
Vietnam | In Vietnamese with 
English subtitles | 96 mins | 
MA15+

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

WINNER: NETPAC AWARD, 
TIFF 2018 

In 19th century Vietnam, a 
shy teenager, through an 
arranged marriage, becomes 
the third wife of prosperous 
rural landowner Hung. 
She quickly comes of age, 
learning what she can about 
sex and the strict patriarchal 
hierarchy, and ultimately pins 
all her hopes on becoming 
the first of Hung’s wives to 
bear him a son. 

With ravishing 
cinematography The Third 
Wife brings the pastoral 
setting to life with a mix 
of lyricism and bracing 
immediacy. 

“Debut director Ash Mayfair 
delivers a gorgeously intimate, 
evocative, and melancholy 
story of female subjugation in 
19th-century Vietnam.”

-VARIETY

SAT 23 NOV 6:30 PM
Directed by Hamish Bennett I 
New Zealand | In English |  
96 mins | M

SELECTED: SFF 2019

Inspired by his own childhood 
neighbours, director Hamish 
Bennett (Ross & Beth) follows 
Ross (Marshall Napier, The 
Light Between Oceans, Babe), 
a largely silent man who 
farms his land alongside his 
far more exuberant wife Beth 
(Annie Whittle).  When Beth 
suddenly dies, Ross is crushed 
but incapable of displaying 
his emotions. His son Bruce 
(Cohen Holloway, Hunt for the 
Wilderpeople, The Breaker 
Upperers) moves back in and 
tries to help, but is not suited 
to the farming life and also has 
great difficulties in expressing 
himself.  Perfectly capturing 
love, loyalty and reliance in 
all the little moments whether 
buried under layers of cheeky 
banter or cow shit, Bennett 
brings a gracious tenderness in 
this exquisite, gentle film.

“An understated drama with 
an open heart and a lithe 
sense of humour.”

-SCREEN INTERNATIONAL

SAT 23 NOV 8:30 PM
Directed by Gurinder Chadha I 
UK | In English | 114 mins | PG

SELECTED: SFF 2019

In 1987 Luton, Javed (Viveik 
Kalra), is drawn to music 
and writing, even though his 
domineering father expects 
him to pursue a sensible 
career to bring money into 
the struggling household. 
When Javed comes across 
the music of Springsteen, he 
finds that the working-class 
poet speaks directly to his 
situation and his life – and 
inspires him to push forward 
and pursue his dreams. 
Based on The Guardian 
journalist Sarfraz Manzoor’s 
memoir, Greetings from 
Bury Park – and made with 
Springsteen’s blessing and 
full access to his catalogue 
(richly represented here with 
a number of iconic hits) – this 
uplifting testament shows 
how the power of art can 
change lives.

“...part-musical, part-biopic, 
part-rom-com and all sheer 
bloody brilliance.”

-FILMINK AUSTRALIA

SUN 24 NOV 12:30 PM
Directed by John Chester | 
USA | In English | 91 mins | PG

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

NOMINATED: PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD, TIFF 2018  

It all started with rescue 
dog, Todd. He just didn’t 
like living downtown, so 
cameraman John and caterer 
Molly decided to up sticks 
and move to a rundown 
homestead an hour outside 
the city. Their aim was to 
farm in harmony with nature 

– but the snails, coyotes and 
bugs etc., had other ideas. 
Restoring the soil, fighting 
off infestations, nursing 
pregnant pigs, coping with 
fire and drought – it’s all in a 
day’s work for the determined 
couple. Beautifully crafted, 
The Biggest Little Farm is an 
ode to goodhearted idealism 
and the beauty of the natural 
world.

“Epic attempt to create 
sustainable farm is gorgeous, 
devastating, and educational.”

-INDIEWIRE

SUN 24 NOV 2:30 PM
Directed by Icíar Bollaín | 
Spain, Cuba, UK, Germany | 
In Spanish and English with 
English subtitles | 112 mins | M

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

WINNER: SAN SEBASTIAN 
FILM FESTIVAL 2019 

A visual treat for ballet fans, 
this inspiring true story 
follows UK Royal Ballet’s first 
black dancer, Carlos Acosta, 
combining a loving account 
of his upbringing in his 
native Havana with glorious 
dance sequences that flesh 
out his life story. We follow 
Acosta’s struggles with his 
monumental talent and his 
stormy relationship with his 
father. Lovingly depicted by 
Icíar Bollaín (The Olive Tree, 
Take My Eyes), this film is an 
unflinching commentary on 
racism, classism and politics.

“This energetic account of 
the life of the electrifying 
Cuban never shies away from 
the truth about his tough 
upbringing. ”

-THE GUARDIAN

SUN 24 NOV 5:00 PM
Directed by Florian Henckel  
von Donnersmarck I Germany 
| In German with English 
subtitles | 189 mins | M

NOMINATED: 2018 OSCARS

This film follows an aspiring 
artist (Kurt) from his childhood 
in Nazi Germany, to someone 
struggling to find his artistic 
vision when he enjoys freedom 
of expression in West Germany. 
A beautiful and tragic love 
story begins when Kurt falls 
in love with fellow student 
Ellie (Paula Beer, Transit, SFF 
2018). Though very much in 
love, Ellie’s father Professor 
Seeband (Sebastian Koch, The 
Lives of Others) objects to the 
relationship and is determined 
to bring it to an end. With 
this incredibly dramatic story, 
Donnersmarck carefully 
intertwines the romance with 
three key eras of German 
history in a fascinating way.

“Mesmerizing, compulsively 
watchable… This meditation 
on art, memory and meaning 
is yet another deep-dive 
into the power psyche of the 
filmmaker’s native Germany.”

-THE WASHINGTON POST

SUN 24 NOV 8:30 PM
Directed by Teona Strugar 
Mitevska I North Macedonia, 
Belgium, Slovenia, France, 
Croatia | In Macedonian with 
English subtitles |  
100 mins | 15+

WINNER: BERLIN FILM 
FESTIVAL 

Petrunya (brilliantly portrayed 
by Zorica Nusheva) is 
unemployed, unhappy and in 
a rut. On the way home from 
a particularly galling interview, 
she happens upon an old 
all-male only ritual. Every 
January the local priest throws 
an ornate wooden cross into 
the river and hundreds of men 
dive after it. Petrunya dives 
into the water on a whim and 
manages to grab the cross 
before the others. What follows 
is a strident, and frequently 
hilarious, skewering of the 
prejudices and hypocrisies 
of the police, the church, the 
media and even Petrunya’s 
own family.

“This is a sharp  
Macedonia-set satire about 
power and change.”

-SCREEN DAILY

MON 25 NOV 8:30 PM
Directed by Céline Sciamma I 
France | In French with English 
subtitles | 119 mins | 15+

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

WINNER: BEST 
SCREENPLAY, CANNES

Set in 18th century France, 
Céline Sciamma (Girlhood, 
SFF2014) returns with 
this beautifully calibrated, 
incandescent romance 
between a painter and 
her subject. Marianne is 
commissioned to do the 
wedding portrait of Héloïse, a 
young lady who has just left the 
convent. Héloïse is a reluctant 
bride-to-be and Marianne 
must paint her without her 
knowing. She observes her by 
day and secretly paints her at 
night. Intimacy and attraction 
grow all whilst Marianne paints 
the portrait that will end it all. 
With vulnerable and nuanced 
performances by its  
superb leads.

“A period romance… so damn 
true that it might feel more 
like staring into a mirror than 
it does running your eyes 
over a canvas.” 

-INDIEWIRE

TUE 26 NOV 6:30 PM* 
SPECIAL SCREENING
Directed by Ian Darling | 
Australia | In English |  
75 mins | PG

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

The Indigenous leader and 
Sydney Swans player became 
a lightning rod for an intense 
public debate and widespread 
media commentary that 
divided the country. In the 
last three years of his career, 
Goodes was named Australian 
of the Year, accused of 
staging for free kicks, and 
performed an on-field war 
dance celebration. Director Ian 
Darling’s (Suzy and the Simple 
Man, SFF 2016) film is crafted 
using only archival footage 
aired at the time.The result is a 
powerful film that resonates.

“The Final Quarter is inspiring, 
with a message that each 
of us will be remembered 
ultimately for two things: 
what we say and what we do.”

-THE GUARDIAN
*ALL TICKETS $10
NOT INCLUDED IN 
SUBSCRIPTIONS OR 
FLEXIPASSES

SUPPORT TFF

As a non-profit organization, the Travelling Film Festival exists 
through support from you—our audience. Your donations are an 
investment in the Festival’s future and enable us to keep bringing 
the best and most important stories from around the world to 
Townsville each year.

Make a tax-deductible donation today at  
sff.org.au/tff/support

NEVER LOOK AWAY
GOD EXISTS,  
HER NAME IS PETRUNYA

PORTRAIT OF A 
LADY ON FIRE THE FINAL QUARTER

CHLORINE

Directed by Melissa Anastasi | Australia 
17 mins | M
SELECTED: SFF 2019
In a desperate bid for attention, 11-year-old 
Keira compulsively steals from pregnant 
women at her local aquatic centre. But her 
actions put her at risk of losing the only 
family she has.

Screens with feature film  
YULI 

TIES THAT BIND

Directed by Michael Hudson | Australia 
12 mins | MA15+
SELECTED: SFF 2019
A young man (Kamil Ellis) is at odds with his 
single mother (Elaine Crombie), who pushes 
him away with her bullying ways.

Screens with feature film  
PORTRAIT OF A LADY ON FIRE 

ALL THESE CREATURES

Directed by Charles Williams | Australia 
13 mins | MA15+

SELECTED: SFF 2019 
An adolescent boy attempts to untangle 
his memories of a mysterious infestation, 
the unravelling of his father, and the little 
creatures inside us all.

Screens with feature film  
THE THIRD WIFE

SHORT FILMS


