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ALICE SPRINGS CINEMA

TRAVELLING FILM FESTIVAL VISITS…
NT Alice Springs, Darwin, Katherine QLD Bundaberg, Cairns, Mackay, Nambour, Toowoomba, Townsville 
NSW Huskisson, Newcastle, Port Macquarie, Sawtell, Tamworth, Ulladulla, Wagga Wagga, Wollongong 
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Distinguished Partner

Travelling Film Festival acknowledges the financial assistance of Screen Australia and the Northern Territory Government 
through Screen Territory and is supported by media partner ABC Alice Springs and distinguished partner Princess Cruises.

SUBSCRIBE & SAVE

Save 30% and see the Festival 
for just $9.50 per film with a 
subscription, or dip into the 
festival with a 5-Film Flexipass 
for just $11 per film. 

FULL SUBSCRIPTION 
$95 Adult         $85 Concession

5-FILM FLEXIPASS 
$55 Adult       $50 Concession

SINGLE TICKETS 
$14.50 Adult $12.50 Concession 
$10 Kids/Students 
Subscriptions are transferable but admit only  
one person per film. 
Flexipasses must be redeemed prior to the  
start of the festival. 
Flexipasses can be redeemed for one ticket  
per film only.  
Concessions: unemployed, pensioners & 
seniors - upon presentation of ID. 
All films start at the advertised time. 

HOW TO BOOK

Online: sff.org.au/Alicesprings  
By Phone: 02 8220 6600 
In Person: Alice Springs 

Alice Springs Cinema  
Todd Plaza, 11 Todd St,  
Alice Springs NT 0871 
(08) 8953 2888

PRESENTED BY 
Sydney Film Festival

Phone:  02 8220 6600   
Email:  tff@sff.org.au   
Website: sff.org.au/tff
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BRINGING THE WORLD’S BEST  
CINEMA TO THE TERRITORY

Never Look Away



OPENING NIGHT: NEVER LOOK AWAY

FRIDAY 21 FEB 6:00 PM RECEPTION, 7:00 PM FILM  

Directed by Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck | Germany  
In German with English subtitles | 189 mins | M  
SELECTED: SYDNEY FILM FESTIVAL 2019

NOMINATED: ACADEMY AWARD 2018 

Inspired by the life of revered artist Gerhard Richter, the film follows Kurt 
from his childhood in Nazi Germany, to his life as a young artist trained to 
capture the bravery of the working class of East Germany, to someone 
struggling to find his particular artistic vision when he enjoys freedom of 
expression in West Germany. At the story’s centre is a beautiful and tragic 
love story, beginning when Kurt falls in love with fellow student Ellie (Paula 
Beer, Transit, SFF 2018). Though very much in love, Ellie’s father Professor 
Seeband (Sebastian Koch, The Lives of Others) objects to the relationship 
and is determined to bring it to an end. With two of Germany’s finest 
young actors, and an incredibly dramatic story, Donnersmarck carefully 
intertwines the romance with three key eras of German history in a 
fascinating way.

“Mesmerizing, compulsively watchable.. This meditation on art, memory and 
meaning is yet another deep-dive into the power psyche of the filmmaker’s 
native Germany.” - THE WASHINGTON POST

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY 21 FEBRUARY 
6:00 PM  OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION
7:00 PM  NEVER LOOK AWAY (M) 

SATURDAY 22 FEBRUARY  
12:00 PM  BIRDS OF PASSAGE (MA15+)  
3:00 PM  VAI (15+)
 Screens with short film CHLORINE (15+)
5:15 PM  YOUNG AHMED (PG) 
7:30 PM  HEARTS AND BONES (15+) 

SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 
11:30 AM  THE BIGGEST LITTLE FARM (PG) 
 Screens with short film TUNGRUS (PG)  
2:00 PM  GOD EXISTS, HER NAME IS PETRUNYA (15+)
4:30 PM  THE TRUTH (PG)
7:00 PM  BELLBIRD (M) 
 Screens with short film TIES THAT BIND (M)

MONDAY 24 FEBRUARY 
6:30 PM  SEBERG (TBC) 

STAY IN TOUCH

Sign up to our eNews or to receive a print program in the post next year at 
sff.org.au/tff

@travellingfilmfestival

Keep up to date with program and tour announcements,  
giveaways and more!

/travellingfilmfestival
#travellingfilmfestival
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BIRDS OF PASSAGE VAI YOUNG AHMED HEARTS AND BONES
THE BIGGEST  
LITTLE FARM

SAT 22 FEB 12:00 PM
Directed by Cristina Gallego, Ciro 
Guerra I Colombia| In Spanish with 
English subtitles | 125 mins | MA15+

WINNER OF 24 INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL AWARDS

From the creators of the Oscar-
nominated Embrace of the Serpent, 
Ciro Guerra and Cristina Gallego’s 
astounding new film is an epic, 
visually stunning, story about the 
devastating effect of the illicit narcotic 
trade on a proud indigenous family.

The beautiful Zaida, a young Wayuu 
tribe-member in Colombia’s north, 
has come of age, leaving formidable 
matriarch Ursula with the important 
task of finding a suitable match. Her 
instincts warn her against young 
Rapayet, an ambitious man with 
strong links outside of the clan, 
but she finally accedes, setting an 
outrageous dowry. The seed sown, 
Rapayet stumbles onto a plan with his 
flamboyant friend and cousin to sell 
marijuana to a visiting American. It’s 
the beginnings of a profitable new 
enterprise, one that ultimately brings 
glory and ruin in equal measure.

“Following an indigenous family torn 
apart by a marijuana boom, this 
arresting Colombian film combines 
magical realism with the epic sweep 
of The Godfather.”

-THE GUARDIAN 

SAT 22 FEB 3:00 PM
Directed by Becs Arahanga, Nicole 
Whippy, ‘Ofa-Ki-Levuka Guttenbeil-
Likiliki, Matasila Freshwater, 
Amberley Jo Aumua, Miria George, 
Marina Alofagia McCartney, Diana 
Fuemana |  New Zealand | In Fijian, 
Tongan, Roviana (Solomon Islands) 
Samoan, Cook Islands Māori, Niuean, 
English and Maori (NZ) with English 
subtitles | 90 mins | 15+

SELECTED: BERLINALE & SFF 2019  

This beautiful-looking anthology 
was shot in seven different Pacific 
countries. In each location, a 
different Indigenous actress plays 
Vai at singular stages in her life, 
over a single day: beginning as a 
seven-year-old girl in Fiji (Mereani 
Tui Matanisiga) and ending in New 
Zealand as a great-grandmother 
(Hintu Dell) to the next generation. 
From the team that created Waru, 
comes an impressive team of 
directors and actors to deliver a 
delightful, passionate portrait of an 
environment, culture, community 
and its womenfolk.

“A visually sunny yet poetically 
sorrowful portmanteau feature”

-VARIETY

Screens with short film CHLORINE

SAT 22 FEB 5:15 PM
Directed by Jean-Pierre Dardenne, 
Luc Dardenne | Belgium, France |  
In French with English subtitles |  
85 mins | PG 

WINNER: CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 
2019

Belgian cinema auteurs and multiple 
award winners, the Dardenne Brothers 
(Two Days one Night, The Son) deliver 
yet another suspenseful coming-of-
age tale that is both insightful as it is 
gripping.

Ahmed (played with disarming natural 
ease by Idir Ben Addi) spends his days 
studying radical Islam with his Imam, 
much to the consternation of his 
frantic mother Louise (Claire Bodson). 
At school, he refuses to shake 
hands with his teacher, Ines (Myriem 
Akheddiou), because she is a woman. 
And at home, he verbally abuses his 
mother for drinking alcohol. He is so 
obsessed with his own religious purity 
that when a girl wants to be friends 
with him, he asks her to convert. With 
vividly complex characters, this heart-
rending tale looks at how the young 
and the vulnerable are brainwashed 
into a radical ideology.

“What the Dardenne brothers are 
showing here amounts to just the 
thing those shaken by terrorism fear 
most: the idea that normal people... 
can be brainwashed...” -VARIETY

SAT 22 FEB 7:30 PM
Directed by Ben Lawrence | Australia 
| In English | 107 mins | 15+

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

War photographer Daniel Fisher 
(Hugo Weaving, Mystery Road, The 
Matrix trilogy) returns home to 
Sydney, and despite his partner’s 
protests, prepares for yet another 
hazardous overseas assignment. 
At the same time, he is organising 
an upcoming exhibition of his work 
from the world’s war zones. South 
Sudanese refugee, Sebastian  
(Andrew Luri), living happily in 
Australia  with his wife and young 
child, learns that the exhibition will 
include images of a massacre in 
his village 15 years earlier. He finds 
Daniel and begs him to exclude those 
photographs. An unlikely friendship 
develops between the two men, but it 
is severely tested when Daniel makes 
a shocking discovery. With powerful 
performances from Weaving and 
Luri portraying men from very 
different backgrounds who bond over 
their shared trauma, director Ben 
Lawrence’s beautifully acted debut 
feature is an intelligent, morally 
complex and deeply moving film.

“One of Hugo Weaving’s finest 
performances on screen.” 

-SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

SUN 23 FEB 11:30 AM
Directed by John Chester | USA | In 
English | 91 mins | PG

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

NOMINATED: PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
AWARD, TORONTO FILM FESTIVAL 
2018

It all started with rescue dog, Todd. 
He just didn’t like living downtown, 
so cameraman John and caterer 
Molly decided to up sticks and move 
to a rundown homestead an hour 
outside the city. Their aim was to 
farm in harmony with nature – but 
the snails, coyotes and bugs etc., 
had other ideas. Restoring the soil, 
fighting off infestations, nursing 
pregnant pigs, coping with fire and 
drought – it’s all in a day’s work for 
the determined couple. By year eight, 
the natural world is rebounding – 
barn owls, bobcats, gopher snakes 
and more – and Apricot Lane Farm 
is alive with infinite possibilities. 
Beautifully crafted, The Biggest 
Little Farm is an ode to goodhearted 
idealism and the beauty of the 
natural world.

“Epic attempt to create sustainable 
farm is gorgeous, devastating,  
and educational.” 

-INDIEWIRE

Screens with short film TUNGRUS

SUN 23 FEB 2:00 PM
Directed by Teona Strugar Mitevska I 
North Macedonia, Belgium, Slovenia, 
France, Croatia | In Macedonian with 
English subtitles | 100 mins | 15+

WINNER: BERLIN FILM FESTIVAL 
2019   

Petrunya (brilliantly portrayed by 
Zorica Nusheva) is unemployed, 
unhappy and in a rut. On the way 
home from a particularly galling 
interview, she happens upon an old 
all- male only ritual where the local 
priest throws an ornate wooden 
cross into the river and hundreds of 
men dive after it. Petrunya dives into 
the water on a whim and manages 
to grab the cross. As hell breaks 
loose, Petrunya refuses to give up 
her cross. What follows is a strident, 
and frequently hilarious, skewering 
of the prejudices and hypocrisies of 
the police, the church, the media and 
even her own family. Ultimately this 
poignant true tale by director Teona 
Strugar Mitevska (When The Day Had 
No Name, SFF2017), cleverly dissects 
society’s desire to cling to convention.

“This isn’t just an engaging tale of 
one woman challenging the male-
dominated church and state, but a 
movie making a smart, impassioned 
statement against widely accepted 
subjugation in many forms” 

-SCREEN DAILY

SUN 23 FEB 4:30 PM
Directed by Kore-eda Hirokazu | 
France | In English | 107 mins | PG

SELECTED: VENICE INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL 2019

Written and directed by Shoplifters 
director, Kore-eda Hirokazu, outside 
of his native Japan, this enjoyable 
story brings together iconic Oscar-
nominated actresses Catherine 
Deneuve and Juliette Binoche.

Deneuve plays Fabienne, an iconic 
French actress, currently shooting 
her latest movie, who is demanding 
and dismissive to those around 
her. When it comes to her own 
autobiography, however, she is more 
than happy to fudge the details. Upon 
the release of her book, she’s visited 
by her estranged daughter Lumir 
(a soulful Binoche), son-in-law and 
struggling actor Hank (Ethan Hawke), 
and her young granddaughter. As 
Lumir dives into her mother’s book, 
she finds that almost none of it aligns 
with her own memory of growing up, 
leading to confrontations and long-
buried resentments that jumbles truth 
and fiction.

“If Shoplifters was a story about 
strangers pretending to be relatives, 
this is a story about relatives 
pretending to be strangers”

-INDIEWIRE

SUN 23 FEB 7:00 PM
Directed by Hamish Bennett I New 
Zealand | In English | 96 mins | M

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

Inspired by his own childhood 
neighbours, director Hamish Bennett 
(Ross & Beth) follows Ross (Marshall 
Napier, The Light Between Oceans, 
Babe), a largely silent man who 
farms his land alongside his far more 
exuberant wife Beth (Annie Whittle).  
When Beth suddenly dies, Ross is 
crushed but incapable of displaying 
his emotions. His son Bruce (Cohen 
Holloway, Hunt for the Wilderpeople, 
The Breaker Upperers) moves back 
in and tries to help, but is not suited 
to the farming life and also has great 
difficulties in expressing himself.  
Perfectly capturing love, loyalty and 
reliance in all the little moments 
whether buried under layers of 
cheeky banter or cow shit, Bennett 
brings a gracious tenderness in this 
exquisite, gentle film.

“An understated drama with an open 
heart and a lithe sense of humoure.”

-SCREEN INTERNATIONAL

Screens with short film  
TIES THAT BIND

MON 24 FEB 6:30 PM
Directed by Benedict Andrews I UK, 
USA | In English | 96 mins | M

SELECTED: VENICE FILM FESTIVAL 
2019 

Inspired by true events, Kristen 
Stewart (The Twilight Saga) stars 
in this tragic, real life story of 
actress Jean Seberg, who made her 
career breakthrough in Godard’s 
1960 Breathless. Worn out by her 
meteoric rise to stardom, Seberg 
leaves Paris and heads home to the 
USA. A chance meeting, leads her 
to support a radical group called 
The Black Panthers which attracts 
the attention of the FBI. Australian 
director Benedict Andrews (Una 
SFF 2018) sleekly draws interesting 
parallels between the 1960s and 
contemporary America as we follow 
Seberg, trying to prove herself as 
an actor of substance while also 
wanting to make a radical difference 
to the world. A captivating film that 
questions why people choose to walk 
down certain paths; and the very 
human compulsions that can attract 
us towards larger causes. 

“Stewart keeps you glued throughout, 
giving a coolly compelling 
performance that becomes steadily 
more poignant as the subject unravels”

-THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

SUPPORT TFF

TUNGRUS

Directed by Rishi Chanda | India  
13 mins | PG

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

A bolshy pet rooster turns the domestic 
life of a Mumbai family upside down.

TIES THAT BIND

Directed by Michael Hudson | Australia 
12 mins | M

SELECTED: SFF 2019 
A young man (Kamil Ellis) is at odds with 
his single mother (Elaine Crombie), who 
pushes him away with her bullying ways

As a non-profit organization, the 
Travelling Film Festival exists through 
support from you—our audience. Your 
donations are an investment in the 
Festival’s future and enable us to keep 
bringing the best and most important 
stories from around the world to Alice 
Springs each year.

Make a tax-deductible donation 
today at sff.org.au/tff/support

GOD EXISTS,  
HER NAME IS PETRUNYA THE TRUTH BELLBIRD SEBERG SHORT FILMS

Directed by Melissa Anastasi | Australia 
17 mins | 15+

SELECTED: SFF 2019 

In a desperate bid for attention,  
11-year-old Keira compulsively steals 
from pregnant women at her local 
aquatic centre. But her actions put her 
at risk of losing the only family she has.

CHLORINE


