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Cover Image: EREZ SH IL AT
FUJIFILM X-T20 | F/ 5.6 1/ 640 SEC ISO200 | 135MM
Hide and seek. My POI is the insect. I hope that it is
obvious. I tried cropping into the flower top and left
too. I like this version more, but it the POI is better
understood in the other version.

DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO
Welcome to t he t hird issue of
Photo BootCamp Magazine!
Wow, what a month it's been in Photo BootCamp
Academy (my awesome membership) with over 2500
positive, helpful comments on members images. I'm
very impressed!
W hen I started BootCamp and this magazine my
biggest fear was that there would be little activity for
each monthly challenge - but it looks like the
opposite is true, there is mega activity by the
members, and each month this interaction increases.
A BIG THANKS to all BootCamp Members!
BootCamp Team: We've added a new designer to our
team to help put this magazine together. You'll notice
new subtle changes in this issue. A big thanks to my
amazing team - Christin, Hazel, Liza and Stephen, for
putting this issue together, it takes a lot of hard work
to publish this magazine.

Brent Mail

In This Issue: One of the biggest mistakes I see
photographers make is not having a SINGLE POINT
OF INTEREST in their images. Their images are way
too busy, and it takes away the impact that they
could have had.
By simplifying your compositions and really thinking
about your images before taking the shot, they'll
have so much more POP!

sing l e po int
of
int er est

SINGLE POINT OF INTEREST

"Wearemaking photographs
to understand what
lifemeans to us."
~Ralph Hattersley

SINGL E POINT OF INTEREST
Single Point of Interest
If you?ve been into photography for any length
of time, you?ve surely heard the phrase ?single
point of interest? (POI for short). And there?s a
reason for that: It?s a major photography
concept to understand and utilize.
Not having a single POI is THE biggest mistake
I see photographers make...and also one of the
easiest to correct.
In this article I?m going to give you some tips
that, once you put them into practice, you will
notice an instant improvement in your
photographs.
W hat 's Going On?
Have you ever seen a photo that has so much
going on that you?re not quite sure what you?re
?supposed? to be looking at? And just as
quickly noticed that you lost interest in it?
That?s where choosing ONE point in the image
to compose around and focus on comes in.

Single point of interest refers not only to the
subject of your photo, but is also a composition
rule of thumb. The idea is that when you have
one main subject standing out in your image,
your audience stays interested longer.
If there are too many elements in your picture,
i.e., many points of interest, your audience gets
lost and loses the point of the photo. No pun
intended. So to keep people engaged and
coming back for more, be sure to give some
thought to what your subject is and how best
to make it the focal point of the photo.
Get t ing to t he Point ...of Interest
In any given scene, you are likely to have
multiple options to choose as your POI. The
first question to ask yourself when taking any
picture is: ?W hat am I taking a picture of?? or
more specifically, ?W here do I want my
viewer?s eye to settle??
Once you?ve answered that question, it?s time
to start having fun with finding ways to capture
that ONE thing to make it stand out the most.
It?s play time!

SINGL E POINT OF INTEREST
Here are some things you can do next time you go out shooting that will make a huge difference:
-

Shoot one thing at a time
Move around until you find a clean background, removing distractions
Experiment with angles. Get creative. Move around - left, right, get up high, bend down low, etc.
Decrease the intensity of the background by zooming in, using a wide angle, playing with depth of
field. In fact, depth of field is a great way to isolate a subject! Typically the shallower the depth of
field, the more your subject will stand out from the background, making it easier for the eye to
settle on

It?s always best to do what you can in the field, but remember that there are always adjustments you
can make in post-processing that can make a dramatic difference.
Throughout this issue, you will see examples of before and afters that illustrate how a simple crop can
make all the difference.
Make Your Point
To keep it interesting for your viewers, pick ONE point of interest for them to focus on. Compose your
photos with this one idea in mind and watch how differently people react to your images. I guarantee
you?ll immediately notice more WOW !
If you?d like to see more examples and learn even more about this and other ways to improve your
photography today, join the Photo BootCamp Academy. All the images in this magazine are taken by
members of the Academy putting May's lesson into practice, illustrating how putting this one simple
change has made a difference for them already.

M EM BERS
IM AGES

Photographer: D IA N N E M C I LW A IN
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/ 8 1/ 45SEC ISO100 | 44MM
I went out to the nearby Maroochydore River
where there are several old fishing shacks
which add interest with the morning light. It
was a lovely way to spend the morning.

Feedback: J IM A L B ERT SO N
Country: USA
Nice peaceful shot. I love the warm
colors. Good composition and even
though slightly rippled, I love the
reflection. It really ads to the photo. The
shack in my mind is no doubt the POI.

Photographer: A M B ER P A L L A S - B RU N T
Country: USA
N IKON COOLPIX P900 | F/ 3.2 1/ 100 SEC | 4.3MM
The tulips are blooming down the center island of
a street in our neighborhood. They were just
calling to be photographed.

Feedback: C H RIST IN E R O C H ER
Country: AUSTRALIA
Awesome image, I love it! Well done, a beautiful
example of POI. WOW!! You have given me inspiration :)

Photographer: LONE HAUERBERG JENSEN
Country: DENMARK
F/

8.0 1/ 1250 SEC ISO1000 | 210 MM

Single point of interest - there was so many
dandelion, and this busy bee just went from
flower to flower and he is covered all over with
flower dust.

Feedback: DIANNE M CILWAIN
Country: AUSTRALIA
Wonderful image with the detail of the pollen
on this bee really adding interest to your
image. A good example of filling the frame
and also lovely separation of your subject
from the background.

Photographer: C H RIST IN E R O C H ER
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

2.8 1/ 1600 SEC | 200 MM

The first 'SPI' image I am sharing I took at the
zoo a couple of weeks ago. The background
was not perfect, so I had to move around
quite a bit from the viewing area, to try and
limit all the distraction. I got the shot, but I
knew I was going to need to clean it up post
processing. So, I gave myself lots of room for
cropping after the fact. I am absolutely
stoked with the result. Meet 'Ranga'.

Feedback: D IA N N E M C I LW A IN
Country: AUSTRALIA
How beautiful is the light on 'Ranga' and
the muted background really makes him
pop! The stick provides a lovely leading
line to your subject. Well done!

Photographer: B O N N IE S PO N SEL L ER
Country: AUSTRALIA
SONY A7II | F/ 4.0 1/ 200 SEC ISO160 | 105MM
I like the way the leaves seem to point to the
tulip, and how the upper petal on the left seems
a little transparent. The day was somewhat
overcast and the breeze was non-existent to
slight.

Feedback: A M B ER P A L L A S - B RU N T
Country: USA
Beautiful! It almost looks as if the leaves are
sculpted out of clay! I love how the yellow flower
pops!

Photographer: J A N ET R H EA D
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

5.6 1/ 80 SEC ISO100 | 105MM

My backyard is very boring so I decided to post this
photo of a rose bud I took when we were last in
Bathurst. I like the brightness of the flower against
the blurred, much darker and nondescript
background.

Feedback: S T EV E B EL L ER
Country: USA
Beautiful shot - could have been a painting, so
artistic. Nailed the bokeh effect of the
background and the contrast of colors makes the
flower stand out. Love this one.

BEFORE
Photographer: K AT H Y P OT T ER
Country: USA
F/

20 1/ 500 SEC ISO1400 | 300 MM

This is a photo I took last summer. The
sunflowers were growing wild by the railroad
tracks by my office. As I was focusing on the
sunflower, a butterfly landed on the
sunflower and smiled for the camera! (Or at
least I think he was smiling).

AFTER
Feedback: R O D N EY C A RLTO N
Country: AUSTRALIA
Kathy, Great sharp detail of the butterfly.
Good timing for you as they are hard to
get when you try to follow them. The
yellow of the sunflower frames it nicely
and draws your eye in.

Photographer: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: BELGIUM
F/

5.0 1/ 80 SEC ISO400 | 50 MM

On a recent day off I visited a place with
reminders of closed industrial activity: the
intensive coal mining which stopped in 1980.
This site contains reminders of those
activities, like this tower. It was taken after
sunset so I had to take a picture with long
time. The legs and the head of the tower
were illuminated with a nice golden glow.

Feedback: K ERRIE C L A RK E
Country: AUSTRALIA
Hi Christian, This image raises a lot of emotion
in me. I am seeing beauty in the way you have
captured this tower, and at the same time I
abhor everything about the subject. Well
done!

BEFORE

Photographer: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: BELGIUM
CANON 70D | F/ 5.0 1/ 80 SEC ISO400 | 50 MM
I liked the colour of those flowers and wanted to fill
the picture together with the underlying repetitive
structure. The repetitive presence of the flowers
and the circles of the structure.

AFTER

Feedback: B A RB A RA G IL B ERT
Country: USA
Beautiful flowers. I like the bright vibrant colors.
You have sharpness throughout the photo. Great
job.

Photographer: E U GEN E B RA N N A N
Country: USA
SONY A7 | F/ 16 15SEC ISO50 | 240 MM
Sailboat was photographed in Ft. Pierce, FL. Long
exposure was used to smooth out small waves
around boat and add saturation to colors of the sky
after sunset.

Feedback: T ERRI C A RR
Country: USA
Love the photo. I'm a sucker for sunsets
and boats. Is the boat capsized or is it
sinking? It?s not clear to me. The boat
definitely is the subject and for me the
colors are wonderful. Good job!

Photographer: M A RT IN H U L L
Country: USA
FUJI X-PRO2 | F/ 8 | 560 MM
Taken from my back yard last August. Camera
was set to auto-bracket. Due to the intensity of
the light there is some lens aberration. The POI
is the Diamond Ring.

Feedback: B A RB A RA G IL B ERT
Country: USA
Great shot of the eclipse. These pictures can be
hard to get. You got the perfect lighting with a
great flare around the edges.

Photographer: K ERI D OW N
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

10 1/ 125SEC ISO200
Point of interest shot. W hen I was putting this
shot up I asked myself, what is the point of
interest? Is it the colour yellow? Is it petals in
the front or is it the sunflower filling your
screen. Is it none of these? Let me know your
thoughts. Does all that actually make it not a
POI pick?

Feedback: J IM A L B ERT SO N
Country: USA
I think the petals definitely are the point of
interest. I love the background blur and how
the petals seem to be pointing to something
out of frame. Tack sharp focus and great
detail. Nice use of DOF to isolate the petals.

Photographer: G A RY K EESE
Country: CANADA
F/

3.5 1/ 640 SEC

A bit of standard basic adjustments in LR
plus a wee bit of a vignette. A shot of our
provincial flower before they disappear
until next spring. I noticed this while I was
walking my dad's dog. Went back with my
camera after the walk was dome.

Feedback: M A RT IN H U L L
Country: USA
The log for a background really defines
this as an environmental shot. Very well
done.

Photographer: P H Y L L IS K EN N EDY
Country: USA
N IKON D750 | F/ 1.4 1/ 4000 SEC ISO200 | 35MM
Cactus Flower, found this near my home on
a walk. This was in taken soft light. POI is not
the center of the flower but the item on the
pedal.

Feedback: B REN T M A IL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Great capture Phyllis. You decided what
your single point of interest is while
photographing this flower and using a very
shallow depth of field you have made it very
obvious to the viewer - excellent work! This
is what these challenges are all about,
going out and photographing something
with the challenge in mind. I'm impressed!
How can you improve this image? I would
darken in the background on the bottom
right a little more, especially the highlights.
Brent

Photographer: K A REN H IL L
LUMIX GX8 | F/ 9 1/ 500 SEC ISO200 | 400 MM
I took this photo in Namibia. The birds in Africa
are amazing and we waited patiently for this one
to take off. PS sorry if this appears twice but
when I couldn't see it on the feed then I was
done so thought I must have done something
wrong. Anyway, hope it works this time.

Feedback: N IC K E L L IS
Country: AUSTRALIA
I don't think there is any doubt what your single POI
is. Great capture, simply love the intense look in the
eyes. I was going to comment on the shutter speed
- to the effect that 1/ 1000 or quicker may have got
the wings sharp as well. But I'm also thinking that
the blurring imparts a sense of movement. Great
photo!

Photographer: C H RIST IN E D O M IN GO
Country: USA
F/

5.6 1/ 320 SEC ISO1400 | 290 MM
I have cats and love all things cat related so I
was busy taking picture of this tiger at a zoo and
I realized how very lazy and similar he was to my
own house cats. Just sleeping and rolling and
yawning. So I snapped a series of photos of him
yawning and just was sort of pleased with the
details in the whiskers and tongue.

Feedback: D AV ID E N FIEL D
Country: USA
W hat a spectacular photo! Very nicely
positioned, with space that the animal is
looking into to the right. The branch in the
background is unfortunate, but it's not too
distracting because the image of the cat is so
sharp and it has such a commanding
presence.

Photographer: K A REN P A D IL L A
Country: USA
F/

6.3 1/ 100 SEC ISO125 | 70 MM

This is my 2nd photo for the challenge.
Taken at my house in the fall. Two days
after taking this photo, the first heavy
frost announce that winter was indeed
coming.

Feedback: B REN D A P OT T S
Country: USA
Love the textures, complementary colors,
and the depth of field you used on this
one.

Photographer: C RA IG M O ST ERT
Country: SOUTH AFRICA
Single point of interest is the kids. I like
the peace/ stillness of this capture and
the siblings closeness, physically and as
brother and sister pic taken at Kosi Bay
lakes on the South African East Coast.

Feedback: D EN IS O 'B Y RN E
Country: IRELAND
Hi Craig. Lovely stillness to this shot. The
soft shadow of the subject adds to a
sense of calmness and reflection. Very
good indeed.

Photographer: K ERRIE C L A RK E
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

5.6 1/ 10 SEC ISO 100 | 75MM
This is my first attempt at "intentional" Bokeh, an
unfurled fern frond in my backyard. I was pretty
pleased with my first effort. I'm not too sure
about that lighter streak that runs from top left
down to the curve of the frond. I love this
technique and I'm looking forward to practicing
and using it more often.

Feedback: B A RB A RA G IL B ERT
Country: USA
I love this shot. The leading line brings you right
to the end of the branch and the bud that will
unfurl. Love the shot background. It really makes
it pop.

FEATURED
ARTIST

F E A T UR E D
IM A G E

F/

5.6 1/ 250 SEC ISO100 | 100 MM

This flower was nestled amongst a lot of dry grass
and I found it difficult to blur the background and
still have enough depth of field to keep the flower
sharp. I used a brush tool to reduce the clarity of the
background to help minimize the detail in the
grasses surrounding the flower. I accidentally added
the light leak at the top left while working in
Lightroom and decided to leave it in the photo.

JU DY W A RD
CAN ADA

GETTING TO KNOW
OUR FEA TURED A RTIST:
Br en t : How did you get started in photography? What was your inspiration?
Ju dy: I've always loved looking at photos and imagining what was happening when
the image was captured. My parents subscribed to the National Geographic magazine
and I spent hours examining the photos. As a family we viewed slides taken by my
parents over the years. I bought a basic Canon EOS 35mm SLR camera when my
children were preschoolers after receiving a small inheritance. I stuck mainly to ?
Auto?
and ?Portrait?modes on this camera. Photographing my children as they grew up has
been a delight.
Br en t : If you could travel anywhere in the world specifically to take pictures,
where would you go and why?
Ju dy: I?
d like to go to Africa and take photos of the wildlife, landscapes and people.
Life there is nothing like I know and I want to see the animals in their natural
environment.

JU DY W A RD | CA N A D A

Br en t : What is the most challenging photo you?ve ever taken and how did you overcome those challenges?
Ju dy: I?ll preface this by saying that I don?t know if I overcame the challenge, but I feel I had a partial success. I was in Scotland in late
June a few years ago and wanted a photo at sunset of a loch with mountains and wildflowers. There was only one evening when we were
in the right place at the right time, and I had selected a nice spot to take photos earlier that day where wild daisies grew on the bank. It
was a warm evening and I happily headed to the Lakeshore well before sundown to get my shot. It was a nightmare. The midges almost
ate me alive. I was wearing a short sleeve dress. I had no insect repellent. I was standing in the grasses beside a Lakeshore. I persevered
for 20 minutes before I left looking like I had a severe case of the measles ? hundreds of bites! I did capture a photo that is good, but not
as spectacular as I had hoped because I had to scale back my expectations; best to capture the valley, lake and flowers and forget about
waiting for sunset. Lessons learned: don?t underestimate the power of wee beasties and carry insect repellent in my bag.
Br en t : Which photographers influenced you, and how did they influence your thinking, photographing, and career path?
Ju dy: I really like Brassai?s images of Paris by night and how he used light and shadow, and the portraits created by Alfred Eisenstaedt.
I?m a huge fan of the macro photography and creative images of Etienne Francey.

PH O T O G RA PH ER J U D Y W A R D

"Start by doing what?s necessary;
then do what?s possible; and
suddenly you aredoing the
impossible." ? Francis of Assisi
Br en t : What technology/software/camera gear do you use to keep focused on what you do best?
Ju dy: My camera is a Canon 60D. These are the three lenses I keep in my bag: Canon EF 100mm f/2.8L IS USM macro, Canon EF
70-200mm f/2.8L IS II USM, and Sigma 35mm f/1.4 DG HSM Art Lens. All lenses have protective UV filters and I have circular polarising
filters and a set of 4 neutral density filters from Tiffen (0.3, 0.6, 0.9 and 1.2) and a step-down ring so I can use them on all my lenses. My
tripod is a Gitzo GT0545T which I wish I had bought years before the other two cheaper tripods I also purchased over the last ten years.
My external flash is a Speedlite 430EXII. I sometimes use a wired shutter release cable. I keep a flashlight, gloves, spare batteries, and
camera manual in my bag.

Br en t : Tell us about your post processing workflow and what software or tools you use.
Ju dy: My workflow needs work! I back up my images to an external hard drive periodically, and selectively backup certain images to the
cloud. I use Lightroom for most of my processing. I rarely use keywords or the other cataloguing tools in Lightroom; learning this is on
my to-do list. Since starting Bootcamp I am exploring Photoshop. Over the years I?ve bought a few Lightroom presets and use them
occasionally. I have no standard editing adjustments other than to tick the boxes that apply lens corrections.

Br en t : How do you educate yourself to improve your photography skills?
Ju dy: Lately I?ve been watching a lot of YouTube videos. I participate in workshops occasionally. When I first bought my camera, I
completed a certificate in photography through the continuing education programme at a local university that covered the foundations
of photography, basic digital processing and special interest fields of sport, macro and black and white photography. I always tell
friends to take a course when they first buy a DSLR.

PH O T O G RA PH ER J U D Y W A R D
Br en t : Tell us about this image (the featured image): What was the inspiration behind it? What was your process to get it? How
did you do the post processing?

Ju dy: I wanted to capture an image of the crocus that was backlit to show off the structure of the plant and the delicate colour, veins,
and spots in the flower. Step number one was to find a good subject. This plant has a short flowering period fades within two or three
days. I was on my stomach to get as low as I could as the plant was only about 8-10cm tall. I shot from a few different angles. After
loading it onto my computer, I used Photoshop to remove a few distracting reflections from the background grasses and then brought it
into Lightroom. Highlights were reduced, contrast and a bit of haze was added. In the colour panel I reduced the luminance and
saturation for the colour green to minimise distractions in the background of the image. In the sharpening panel I masked out
sharpening a little so that the softer background would not be included in sharpening. Finally, I added a light leak after accidentally
mousing over one of my processing presets and liked the effect.

Br en t : What is one thing you know now that you wish you knew when you started taking photos?
Ju dy: My composition skills are much stronger now. I look back on early photos of my kids and wish I had thought more about
composition. I like the pictures because the subjects are my kids, but others would probably not find them interesting.

Br en t : What is it you hope to express to your audience with your photography? What is your strategy for accomplishing that
goal?

Ju dy: I want my audience to feel something, be it wonder at the beauty or diversity of nature, a sense of peacefulness, admiration of an
athlete?s talent, curiosity, etc. I?ve become very picky about the photos I keep. The keepers really have to speak to me to earn space on my
hard drives.

Br en t : What inspires and motivates you to continue taking pictures?
Ju dy: I enjoy the creative challenge of trying a new technique or style. There is always something new to learn.
Br en t : Is there anything else you?d like us to know about you or your photography?
Ju dy: I earn my living as an accountant, and my photography is currently a hobby. I am working to build a portfolio of abstract art
images which will incorporate colour, shape and blur. When I?m not at work doing stuff with my family, I divide my time between
photography, knitting and playing my violin.
Br en t : How can people find you on the web?

Ju dy: Sorry, but I don?t maintain a website or social media presence. I haven?t developed a business plan, so, I keep my photography
mainly private, sharing with friends and family and Bootcamp members.

PH O T O G RA PH ER J U D Y W A R D

PH O T O G RA PH ER J U D Y W A R D

PH O T O G RA PH ER J U D Y W A R D

M EM BERS
IM AGES

Photographer: G A RY E D W A RD S
Country: USA
N IKON D7200 | F/ 5.6 1/ 500 SEC ISO300 |
300 MM
I captured the image of this frog while
walking in our local forest preserve in
the Northern suburbs of Chicago. Most
of these critters would jump and dive as
soon as I started getting near but this
fellow just hung out and watched me as
I leaned over the boardwalk to get
closer to him and snap the shot. I
cropped the image and used some
contrast to bring out the highlights and
shadows for more impact in Lightroom.

Feedback: B A RB A RA G IL B ERT
Country: USA
A marvelous shot of this frog. His eyes
are tack sharp and he looks like he will
jump right out of the picture at you.
Great background as well. You also gave
him some room to move into and out of
the picture. Love this shot!

Photographer: D EN IS O 'B Y RN E
Country: IRELAND
F/

5 1/ 400 SEC ISO200 | 200 MM
This is of a plant what we call "The
Flame of the Forest". Was trying to
practice getting a blurred background.
Succeeded in part and it is an
improvement on my first attempt - but
yes - a way to go yet.

Feedback: J U DY W A RD
Country: CANADA
Hi Denis - this shot definitely helps make that
background less obvious so the eye rests on the plant.
There is a lovely play of light and shadow on the plant
with this image. I thoroughly enjoyed a holiday in
Ireland a few years ago, and experienced many of
those soft days. The sun shone in Dublin the morning of
my last day there, and I ran like a crazy lady to favourite
parks and streets to capture the beautiful light.

Photographer: N IC K B RO DY
Country: USA
I took this photo of a Sally Lightfoot Crab
in the Galapagos Islands a few years ago
as the sun was going down. The crab is
the point of interest, but I liked the
shadow (alien spacecraft), so I didn't crop
it. I lost the metadata. The photo was
stored on an external hard drive.

Feedback: L EIL A G O N Z A L EZ S U L L IVA N
Country: USA
Hi, nicke: An interesting shot! I have dozens of
photos of these ladies from my trip to Galapagos
last year--adventure of a lifetime. I like the bright
crab inside the shadow and the shadow (alien) off
to the side.

BEFORE
Photographer: J O H N D O N N EL LY
Country: AUSTRALIA
FUJIFILM | F/ 13 1/ 420 SEC ISO400 | 140 MM
Hi, took this one on a very stormy day.
Cropped a little from left side to remove
second person.

AFTER

Feedback: P H Y L L IS K EN N EDY
Country: USA
Love this shot. My eye was drawn to the
dark figure of the women first then to the
water/ wave and wondering if she did get
wet. Good POI and story telling photo.

Photographer: LY N N E M U RPH Y
Country: CANADA
F/

10 1/ 160 SEC ISO200 | 28 MM

I live on a very sandy clay Island - so some of
our
rock
formations make
interesting
sculptures. For this shot, I had to wade a bit into
the a fairly cool Atlantic ocean shore and
position myself so I didn't catch tourists or
other distracting bits of landscape. Did some
post processing in LR.

BEFORE

Feedback: T ERRI C A RR
Country: USA
So much better when you lighted it up. It
brings out the textures and shape of the rock.
Interesting shaped rock. I would have
darkened the sky with a graduated filter also
because of the brightness of the background.

AFTER

Photographer: M IC H A EL H A L E
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

1.8 1/ 250 SEC ISO800 | 75MM

My first contribution, taken on a local
path. The bush was located in some
undergrowth, overcast with a slight
breeze - hence the high ISO and shutter
speed (hand held).

Feedback: D EN IS O 'B Y RN E
Country: IRELAND
Hi Michael. Welcome to the gang. Like
the shot. Nice soft background which
helps the flower to stand out from its
background.

Photographer: T ERRI C A RR
Country: USA
F/

7.1 1/ 640 SEC ISO100 | 50 MM

Taken in front of a botanical garden
conservatory in the middle of
downtown Oklahoma City. There are
gardens filled with flowers and I tried
to single out one for this lesson. I
tried a different angle and POV and
tried to catch the light by shooting
up toward the bottom of the flower. It
was a cloudy day when this was shot
so I played with the colors to warm
things up and tried to bring out the
shadows on the underside of the
flower itself.

Feedback: B REN T M A IL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Wow Terri at first in this image
looked like a painting! Stunning! Very
interesting
because
you've
photographed this into the light and I
can see the shadows from the other
petals. Yes as a single point of
interest this image is excellent!

Photographer: E REZ S H IL AT
Country: ISRAEL
Taken in Linaria, Skyros Island, Greece. The B&W
transformation was done in Lightroom, not in the
camera, and I further darkened the (very) cluttered
floor below the boat. I also used split toning to tint the
bright grays with brown-yellow and the darker tones
with dark blue.

BEFORE
Feedback: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: BELGIUM
Erez, this a very good picture. Good
composition. The lighter part on the boat gives
it the SPOI it deserves.

AFTER

Photographer: K A REN H IL L
Country: AUSTRALIA
F6.3

1/ 500 SEC ISO400 | 400 MM

This is my second photo for this
challenge - again taken on my
recent holiday. They certainly are
beautiful creatures.

Feedback: K ERRIE C L A RK E
Country: AUSTRALIA
Love this image, Karen! The skin
textures and colours are beautiful,
and my eye is drawn to that eye.

Photographer: R IC H A RD H U T SO N
Country: USA
F/

1.7 1/ 4000 SEC ISO100 | 28 MM

My flower photo, "Strike it Rich", captured at
Filoli Gardens yesterday.

Feedback: C H RIST IN E R O C H ER
Country: AUSTRALIA
Brilliant, perfect SPOI! no doubt at all! Love
the warm colours. Very beautiful indeed...you
have struck gold here Richard! :).

Photographer: R O D N EY C A RLTO N
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

5.1 1/ 1000 SEC ISO400 | 300 MM

My next single point of interest photo is
another bird, but this time not from my
backyard. Amongst many seagulls at
Nelson Bay, NSW last year, this one caught
my eye.

Feedback: J IM A L B ERT SO N
Country: USA
Great shot. Tack sharp focus with
great background blur. I love the eye
and the fact he is perched on one
leg.

Photographer: V A L ERIE W
Country: USA
F/

O RT H EN

8 1/ 500 SEC ISO1000 | 70 MM

We were driving down the road and just happened
upon some jet boat races. I was able to catch a
couple of the boats. Photo has been cropped to
take out some of the background however I was
unable to give it any more space to move into as I
wanted to leave some of the boats trail in the water.

Feedback: D AV ID E N FIEL D
Country: USA
The bright orange certainly makes the single
point of interest - the boat - stand out. Nice
capture. It looks like you may have needed the
high ISO to allow an adequately high shutter
speed to give you some control over focus of
the moving boat.

Photographer: B REN D A P OT T S
Country: USA
N IKON D200 | F/ 10 1/ 2500 SEC ISO100 | 34MM

BEFORE

My second challenge image was taken January
2017 on the western Antarctic Peninsula.
Funny, I've looked at these images so long that
I failed to realize they were slightly off white
balance. They were shot at auto W B, and
despite the cold temps, the blues were really
'warm'. The only filter used was the ND. Here's
a corrected version. Thanks all for alerting me
to that! I'll have to go back through and adjust
them in Lightroom.

Feedback: T ERRI C A RR
Country: USA

AFTER

W hat a gorgeous shot! I love the reflection
and how the white is contrasting with the
turquoise blue of the sky and water.
Amazing ;)

Photographer: R A C H EL G IL M O U R
Country: AUSTRALIA
CANON | F/ 5 1/ 250 SEC ISO100 | 59 MM
This is my first posting. Lots of resistance in
the last couple months. There as a, tree
filtered, sun beam on the flower and I wanted
it to jump out from all the green around it.

Feedback: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: BELGIUM
Rachel, I love the color palette of the
flower. Very nice picture. Perhaps a little
darken of the points of the green leaves
will hold my attention better.

Photographer: A L EX C O O K
Country: N EW ZEALNAD

Feedback: D AV ID E N FIEL D
Country: USA

F/

I like the B&W rendition of this image better than the
colored one. In my original comment regarding
cropping, I only suggested cropping even further from
the right because the white tanks, especially the one in
the foreground - because of its height and size and
brightness - competes with the tower, probably even
more so in the B&W version. Of course, the amount of
cropping you are willing to do depends on what you
intended for the subject of this image to be.

11 1/ 200 SEC ISO100 | 73MM

This single point of interest thing is
interesting. I sort of knew it but hadn't
really thought about how an image with
multiple things in it could have a single
thing, and not necessarily a big thing,
that is the main point of interest, but of
course it's obvious. I think this shot is a
case in point. There are multiple fuel
tanks and office buildings visible but
clearly the shot is all about the Sky
tower. Take that away and you haven't
got much, but as it is the tanks are a
great contrast and give scale and a
sense of place to the main subject.

Photographer: J A N IC E C H EN
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

8 1/ 30 SEC ISO100 | 200 MM

The majestic Mt Cook in New Zealand. This
photo was taken in a windy summer
morning. The clouds were moving very
fast, few minutes later, the mountain peak
was completely hidden in the clouds.

BEFORE

AFTER
Feedback: T ERRI C A RR
Country: USA
Stunning, love the light and golden glow
of the sun off the tops of the mountain. I
can definitely tell what the POI is in this
capture.. Breathtaking ;)

Photographer: B A RB A RA G IL B ERT
Country: USA
N IKON D750 | F/ 8 1/ 640 SEC ISO400 | 120 MM
I took this shot of one of our pink Peonies
after a rain shower. I loved the water
droplets on the flower. I used a black felt to
obscure the other flowers, and I cropped in
tight to get the flower the way I wanted it to
look.

Feedback: N IC K E L L IS
Country: AUSTRALIA
Nice photo, well cropped and great colour
saturation. The use of the felt worked well I've been meaning to use the same idea on
some local Banksia nuts.

Photographer: R O SEA N N M O O RE
Country: USA
F/

5.6 1/ 2500 SEC ISO800 | 70 MM

Just another shot of the river. I need to go
the city more. I love reflections. They warp
the world.

Feedback: L EIL A G O N Z A L EZ S U L L IVA N
Country: USA
Love the colors in this photo. It reminds me of a
bridge on the River Duoro, Portugal. So many
reflections, visual and my thoughts. And your
photo makes me want to know the story. Are those
nets or vines or something else on top of the
bridge.

Photographer: N IC K E L L IS
Country: AUSTRALIA
CANON 7D | F/ 5.6 1/ 640 SEC ISO800 | 400 MM
I've tried to get this shot for a couple of
years, and never quite nailed it. I would have
gone a little lower but I was resting the lens
on the fence as it was!

BEFORE
af t er
Feedback: C H RIST IN E R O C H ER
Country: AUSTRALIA
Wow Mr Ellis, this is a brilliant example
of POI. Really clever photo. I personally
would be cropping the top of the
image to just above the hurdles. And
then try and enhance the athlete even
more, so that he stands out.

Photographer: J IM A L B ERT SO N
Country: USA
F/

10 1/ 2500 SEC ISO1600 | 130 MM

This is one of the most photographed
trees in Yellowstone, especially in winter.
It stands alone in a meadow in the
Hayden Valley. This shot was taken on a
heavily overcast and sometimes snowing
low visibility day.

Feedback: B REN T M A IL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Amazing capture Jim - this image is
fantastic! This is what I've been looking
for to illustrate single point of interest,
you have zero distractions in this image.
Like the way you've cropped it, with your
tree on the left leaning into the negative
space, and the dull shadow on the snow
adds to this image. Brilliant! Brent

Photographer: S A RA O 'B RIEN
Country: USA

Feedback: C H RIST IN E R O C H ER
Country: AUSTRALIA

f7.1 1/ 3200sec ISO400 | 150mm

Lovely image Sara, and the lighthouse is clearly your
POI. The image is very hazy/ misty which gives it a
certain feel, but i would be working on this in post
processing to kind of bring a little clarity to the
horizon, and maybe crop some of the foreground.
B&W would be the suggested conversion here!

This is the lighthouse on Inis Oirr. We just
got back from Ireland on Monday. We
had a spectacular day trip to the island
and then to the Cliffs of Moher via ferry,
that day.
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