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Photographer: J U A N A CO STA
Country: U SA
CANON 80D | F/ 4.5 1/ 60 SEC ISO3200 | 42MM
How do you like these Jellyfish? I shot this
picture while I was at the Vancouver, Canada
Aquarium. It was hand held.

DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO
Welcome to issue 13 of
Photo BootCamp Magazine!
Water has been a super important part of my photo-life
since the beginning.
I started off my pro photography career shooting
snowboarding in the Colorado Rockies and when we
moved to Australia it was surf photography.
Recently I had the privilege to photograph whales
underwater in Tonga - a once in a lifetime experience.
This month's BootCamp Challenge is all about WATER.
The planet (and our very bodies) is made of
approximately 80% water! It?s virtually everywhere. You
might even say it is the spice of life! And there?s no limit
to capturing the wonder of it.

Brent Mail

This month we?re looking at all the different ways you
can photograph water, from close-up macros to wide
and sweeping landscapes.
On the next pages, see what our Boot Camp members
have created with water in their worlds!

W A T ER

W A TER

?Thecamera has always been a
guide, and it allowed meto see
things and focus on things that
maybean averageperson wouldn't
even notice." - Don Chadwick

W A TER
OCEANS 13!
Welcome to Issue 13 - WATER! The official kickoff to Season 2 of Photo Boot Camp Academy! I?m so happy
you're here. We?ve learned a lot in the last 12 issues and we?re just going to keep building from there. Browse
through the previous issues and see what new things you can learn from those! Our community is so
supportive and encouraging and it shows. I?m really proud of these guys!
This month is all about one of my favorite subjects - WATER! Water is a huge part of my life and I?m really
thrilled to share this with you this month.

MAKING A SPLASH
Water is a vast subject. It is literally everywhere, from the cells of our bodies, to the oceans, to falling from
the sky. It?s pretty much accessible everywhere we go. W hich, as photographers, means many opportunities
to have fun with it!
W hat makes water so fun? For starters, there are so many things you can do with it, photographically
speaking:
-

You can freeze or show the movement - think waterfalls or waves
You can shoot from above or below its surface (as in a pool)
It can be abstract
You can capture reflections in it
Macros can be fascinating
There are studio shoots that are stunning
Water and landscapes - enough said!

This is just a short list of different ideas for water. There are sooo many other ways to play with it.This is just a
short list of different ideas for water. There are sooo many other ways to play with it.

W A TER

PERCOLATING CREATIVITY
First thing you want to do is spend some time getting inspired and letting your creativity percolate. Find
some water photos that you?d like to learn how to take.
A great resource for this is Pinterest! Simply type in the type of photography you want to see and prepare for
inspiration station! You will see more stunning images than you dreamed possible. You can do the same with
a Google image search as well.
Pick one or two and go about creating your own version of it. Challenge yourself. Pick something you?ve
never done before and stretch to make it happen. Remember, this is how we all learn!
Here are some tips to consider:
-

Choose one photo that inspires you
Consider what you?ll need to shoot your own version of it. Do some research if needed. Make it a fun
project.
Consider composition - be sure to remove distractions
Simplify the scene. Remember, less is more!
Take note of what the best light will be
Play with settings! Shutter speed is one of the most fun things to play with when photographing water.
The shutter speed you use will either freeze movement or create the illusion of more. You know that
smooth, silky look you see in so many water landscapes? Slooooooow shutter speeds!
- Fast shutter = freezes the action
- Slow shutter = creates movement

Try different speeds and see what happens.

W A TER

IN CONCLUSION
Water is an almost limitless subject. From micro, to macro, to wide landscapes, to studio, and more. Your
creativity is the limit here! Take time to find photos that are inspiring to you and invest in learning how to take
your own version of that photo! This is how we all grow as photographers.
Take action! DOING is how we learn. As we learn, we grow.
Shoot something new and outside of your comfort zone.
And most of all, approach your photography with a childlike curiosity! PLAY! Experiment. Mess up. Learn
what doesn?t work so that you learn what DOES work.

M EM BERS'
IM AGES

Photographer: D ERRY L F RIESEN
Country: T H A IL A N D
F/

20 1.0 SEC ISO100 | 16 MM

Surrounded by lush tropical forest, Kuang Si
(Xi) falls cascade down through three tiers of
limestone in the early morning light, into
spectacular azure pools near Luang Prabang,
Laos. That evening last week, I heard news my
father passed away in Canada. This photo is in
memory of my beloved dad, Big Ben. I fly out in
three hours for his celebration of life.

Feedback: G IN A S K IN N ER
Country: U SA
Derryl - this is exquisitely serene, and it reminds
me of a beautiful promise that I have read "...
water will burst forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert plain. The heat-parched
ground will become a reedy pool, and the
thirsty ground springs of water." Sending
comforting thoughts and an embrace your way.

Photographer: R O M Y V IL L A N U EVA
Country: PHILIPPINES
F/

3.5 1/ 200 SEC ISO400 | 97MM

One more please. Just for the fun of it. I was
attempting a 3-droplets collision. This photo
shows the third droplet still in the air so
technically it?s still a two drop collision but I got
an entirely different image. The background
colors reflected on the water collision and the
lights on the ceiling and the flash gave the silvery
luster.

Feedback: B REN T M A IL
Country: AUSTRALIA
OMG Romy, you have just blown me away with
this image! So good man! Well done for pushing
yourself to try something different. Excellent
work! Brent

Photographer: M A RIO N R O B IN SO N
Country: N EW Z EA L A N D
F/

13 0.5SEC ISO50

Water Fall" it's only about 15Ks from where. I
had driven passed the sign post to it many
times and thought it would be insignificant but
decided might be worth a visit. Never know
what can almost be in your backyard. Half the
waterfall was in the shadow and the other side
bright light. It looked better converted to black
and white. Just posted in last challenge by
mistake. Senior moment.

Feedback: C H RISTO PH ER G O FF
Country: U SA
Remarkably well done, Marion. I am struck by the
contrast of the smoothness of the water and the
clarity/ texture of the rocks, and how well black and
white enhances that. And that you got minimized any
obvious areas of "half in the shadow and the other side
in bright light" so that it hangs together. Nice job.

Photographer: E REZ S H IL AT
Country: I SRA EL
F/

4.5 1/ 480 ISO200

Water in macro. Taken on Friday not far
from my home.

Feedback: J EFF E M ERSO N
Country: U SA
Great focal point of the caterpillar and the
drop of water just above it. I like how you
blurred the background to make it
indistinguishable.

Photographer: K ERRIE C L A RK E
Country: A U ST RA L IA
F/

9 1/ 160 SEC ISO100 | 85MM

I shot this indoors with window light, and a
small lamp to one side..I put water and oil
into a bowl, and placed a piece of fabric
below it . It was great fun trying something
completely new - Oil on Water.

Feedback: J EN N Y G REGO RY
Country: A U ST RA L IA
How very creative you are, I love it! Great
colours produced from this idea. I am
tempted to try something like this....it looks
and sounds fascinating.

Photographer: T ESSA B L EW C H A M P
Country: U N IT ED K IN GD O M
F/

5.6 1/ 250 SEC ISO100 | 283MM

This was another shot from my afternoon with
the dripping tap. I looked at Pinterest for
some ideas as Brent suggested and tried to
capture refractions from a patterned
tablecloth in the drops. I was aiming at
catching this is a series of drops, but the best
image was this one just before the drop fell.
Taken with on-camera flash with camera on
tripod and zoomed in from a distance then
cropped a lot. I also used Topaz Sharpen AI,
which I've just got, to finish off the
sharpening.

Feedback: D EO N VA N D ER
Country: S O U T H A FRICA
Great photo Tessa. Your timing was
impeccable, catching the image of the
flowers just as the drop was about to fall.

Photographer: A N D REW

T H O M SO N
Country: A U ST RA L IA
F/

9 1/ 125SEC ISO500 | 105MM

I give you a water drop. It was raining this
morning so I had a wander around my back
yard between the showers and thought I
would have a go at water drops. I ended up
with over 600 images as I tried high speed
bursts to try to capture one in mid fall. Not
much success there. There was also
sufficient breeze moving my chosen plant
which made it very difficult to get a perfect
reflection. I ended up selecting this image
because I got very lucky with a little
starburst.

Feedback: D EB Y

Z W IERL EIN - C A RT ER
Country: U SA
This is such an amazing capture. Wow! I
really love this image. The starburst really
added that extra magic to this shot. Very
nice.

Photographer: P ET ER B RO DY
Country: U SA
F/

29 1/ 8 41MM ISO100

This is the only photo I found using longer
exposure. I got closer to the falls and shot
from a lower angle. The roar of the water was
intense!!!

Feedback: B REN T M A IL
Country: A U ST RA L IA
Yeah this one really rocks!!! Love that smooth
water and the little bit of sky above. Excellent
work. Brent

Photographer: S A RA O 'B RIEN
Country: U SA
F/

5.6 1/ 80 55MM ISO 200

As the weather has still not gotten the message that it is
spring, I decided to try something different. So I got a
sharable bag of chocolate candies, and a pane of glass I
have yet to put in a frame. A spray bottle with water in it
and a few lights. I welcome your feedback.

Feedback: K ERRIE C L A RK E
Country: A U ST RA L IA
Wow Sarah, this is such a fun and
creative shot, I love it! I think Richards
suggestion would be a great exercise to
try. Well done.

Photographer: J U DY W A RD
Country: C A N A D A
F/

14 1/ 1250 SEC ISO800

The sparkles from the melting snow on my deck had
to be incorporated into this shot of a seed head from a
giant dandelion type plant that I picked in the back
lane back in the summertime. I spritzed it with water to
form the fine droplets, and added a couple of drops of
glycerine to create the larger drops...got tired of the
water drops falling away before I could set up the shot
:) I've done a lot in processing with this image
including blending two shots together in Photoshop to
compensate for some clipped sections that were over
exposed in my main image. I used hue and lighter
blending modes with multiple layer adjustments
which really brought out the pinks and greens. I
played with the white balance slightly. I probably
touched most of the processing sliders in the process.
The ISO is quite high as I was in an awkward position
to catch the right sparkle, and couldn't use a tripod, so
I wanted to minimize camera shake.

Feedback: T ESSA B L EW C H A M P
Country: U N IT ED K IN GD O M
Judy, you obviously put a lot of thought and
effort into this shot and the result is brilliant.
The soft pastel bokeh background really
shows up the droplets. Well done.

Photographer: JOHN DONNELLY
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

8.0 1/ 160 SEC ISO640 | 140 MM

I caught these two having a domestic on my
early morning walk.

Feedback: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: B ELGIU M
John, very nice picture. Very nice to see the
colour of the sea gulls contrasting with the
lovely
blurred
background.
Nice
composition. Well done.

Photographer: DEBY ZW IERLEIN -CARTER
Country: USA
CANON 6D | F/ 4 1/ 800 SEC ISO100
Melting Iceman - W hile on a later afternoon
walk in December 2018, in a construction site, I
noticed this interesting "figure" of ice located
underneath a worker's truck, which had been
parked for several days. This interesting backlit
subject really caught my eye so I knelt down to
take a few photos. I'm really thankful I had a real
camera with me this time as I don't usually bring
it on most of my daily walks. I also loved the
droplets of water from the melting ice that were
falling in the background to add nice Bokeh.

Feedback: R U T H L O PEZ
Country: USA
Wow, I never would have guessed this was
beneath a truck. W hat a great eye and great
shot. I really like your choice of B&W so we can
focus on the unusual figure.

Photographer: C H RISTO PH ER G O FF
Country: U SA
F/

13 ISO100 1/ 160 SEC | 240 MM

I am another one of the new folks to have just
joined up. This was a serendipitous find just
after photographing a sunrise.

Feedback: G IN A S K IN N ER
Country: U SA
Kit - welcome to BootCamp. This is a friendly
community, sharing a common interest.
Members are encouraging, very likely to share
helpful suggestions, advice and upbuilding
comments. Have fun here :) This is an amazing
capture, sharp enough to count every bead of
water highlighting the hard work of a very
busy spider. This is awesome!

Photographer: N IC K E L L IS
Country: A U ST RA L IA
F/

5 1/ 20 SEC ISO800 | 41MM

After a lot of procrastination, soul searching
and discussions with Brent, I've decided to
stay a part of this wonderful group. Because
my son's swimming didn't happen yesterday
(over chlorination of the pool) I've delved into
the archives. W histler July 2018. I must have
been confident of the result as I only took the
one image.

Feedback: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: B ELGIU M
Nick, glad you stayed. Very nice picture full
of action by the small fountains. Bein in
B&W and with a very dark background it
gives a rather intimate feeling. Good
composition. Well done.

Photographer: R A C H EL G IL M O U R
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

8 F/ 2 M6 12MM 15SEC ISO100

For my second submission, I took Brent's advice and
did something that I never had before. I'm not a
morning person, however, I woke up around 5 this
morning and couldn't get back to sleep. So, i figured I
might as well make good use of it, grabbed my
camera and tripod and headed to the beach. Hiking
along a bush path, in the dark, is not up there on my
'To Do' list. The result did put a smile on my face.
Also, I believe that this is the 1st time if submitted a
long exposure image.

Feedback: E D W A RD R O RER
Country: U SA
Hello Rachel, I love this image and the
fact that your long exposure quieted the
ocean leaving the background colors
intact. Your submission will motivate me
to
experiment
with
long
exposures...something I have never done.

Photographer: V A L ERIE W

O RT H EN

Country: U SA
F/

16 1/ 4SEC ISO62 | 70 MM

For this challenge I purchased an ND filter and
all week I have been practicing with it. This
morning I photographed my intended subject
and this is my first ever long exposure water
photo. I still have room for improvement but I
was pretty satisfied with my first attempt.

Feedback: A N D REW T H O M SO N
Country: A U ST RA L IA
This is a beautiful image Valerie. The
milkiness of the water has not been
overdone. Everything is nice and sharp.
Great image for first time.

BEFORE
Photographer: B RU C E P AT T ERSO N
Country: USA
F/

11 1.3SEC ISO6400 | 140 MM

A picture of a Water Fountain in our
community lake.

AFTER

Feedback: D EN IS O 'B Y RN E
Country: I REL A N D
Hi Bruce. I like this composition. It is
simple, the POI is well framed and
captured, and not overcrowded. Well
done.

Photographer: A M B ER P A L L A S - B RU N T
Country: U SA
N IKON D500 | F/ 9 1/ 800 SEC ISO100 | 80 MM

This image is taken of a very large icicle hanging
outside of my attic window. All winter I've loved
looking at this very large chunk of ice. It
happened to be a warm enough day that I could
open my window fully and try to get a good
shot. The sun was shining and I was having fun
testing out my new Nikon D500 with my
16-80mm kit lens. Alas, it is gone as warmer
weather is on the way. So glad I chose
photograph it when I did.

Feedback: P ET ER B RO DY
Country: U SA
Amber, very interesting and creative photo. It
has this crazy energy of looking through a
waterfall from behind, which is what I imagined,
until I read that it was an icicle. Great job.

Photographer: B A RB A RA G IL B ERT
Country: U SA
N IKON D750 | F/ 18 1SEC ISO400 | 38 MM
here is a recent picture I took at the local
aquarium of the waterfalls hitting the bottom. I
used lightroom to make basic adjustments,
cropped it and then used sharpen AI to
sharpen it back up, since I took it hand held. I
used the higher fstop to bring the shutter
speed down to get the milky look.

Feedback: R O M EO V IL L A N U EVA
Country: P H IL IPPIN ES
Lovely photo Barbara. Considering that it's
taken handheld at shutter speed of 1s the
resulting image is great. Good steady
hands.

Photographer: J A C K IE S C H EFER
Country: SW IT Z ERL A N D

Feedback: JEFF EMERSON
Country: U SA

F/

What a great photo Jackie. Love the clarity
and the symmetry. If I had shot this, I would
frame it and put it in my living room or in my
office. Very well done.

8 1/ 800 SEC ISO100 | 28 MM

This photo was taken at Si Kao in the
province of Trang in Thailand 2 weeks
ago. It's a very beautiful place. I arrived
just on time for the sunset and
photographing this lady walking.

FEATURED
ARTIST

F E A T URE D
IM A G E

SH EREE EB A N K S
C A Y M A N IS L A N D S

Photographer: S H EREE E B A N K S
Country: CAYMAN ISLANDS
N IKON D750 | F/ 9.0 1/ 125SEC ISO3200 | 60 MM
I got the flash and spent the better part of today experimenting with the water drops again! This time it was
holding a ziplock with red water over a number of different bowl. This was about the fourth try, with a clear
bowl in a white one, I also colored the water in the bowl green, and dropped the red water from a zip lock. I
learned how to remote the flash, got a wireless remote for the camera....so today was lots of experimenting
and learning. This was over five hours and about 800+ photos!!! with five different set ups!

GETTING TO KNOW
OUR FEA TURED A RTIST:
Brent : How did you get started in photography?
Sheree: Essentially, participating in photo contests realy started me off. In
early 2000, a competition calling for local photographers to participate in
submitting photos for a publication titled Moods of Cayman. This was
really before digital, and I went on a mission taking over 500 photos of
different ?moods?. I ended up having almost two dozen of these
photographs in the publication and received third prize in the competition.
This really encouraged me and a couple years later I was given my first
digital camera, a Fuji S2---- I started to collect Nikor lenses which resulted
with me moving on to Nikon cameras. Over the next couple years, I
participated in exhibitions and more competitions, winning fine art
photography awards along the way.

SH EREE
EB A N K S

CAY M A N
ISL A N D S

Brent : W hat sparked your original interest in photography?
Sheree: I have been interested in photography since I was a little girl and my parents gave me a little Kodak
Instamatic! My Dad was interested in photography, and he took some amazing portraits (something I need to
learn!). My mother had always said that I had a good eye---she is an artist, and I cannot draw a stick man!--so, I took the artistry to photography.
Brent : What is your favorite subject to photograph?
Sheree: This is so hard to answer. I have not found one favourite subject---I strive to make each photograph
my own---that it emotes what I envisioned in the first place--but maybe not what was visible to the naked eye. I
think this is what is meant by fine art photography----when I see something, I have a notion as to what it should
look like, and different from what someone else would photograph or what you would see---but are able to
recognise. So essentially, I believe my favourite topic is nature and all things found in nature. I have not ever
been good at photographing people and have recently challenged myself to try street photography!

F E A T URE D
A RT IS T

SH EREE EB A N K S
C A Y M A N IS L A N D S

Sh er ee's f avor it e in spir at ion al qu ot e:

"To photograph truthfully and effectively is
to seebeneath thesurfaces and record the
qualities of natureand humanity which live
or arelatent in all things."
- Ansel Adams

F E A T URE D
A RT IS T

SH EREE EB A N K S
C A Y M A N IS L A N D S

Brent : Tell us about the featured image: W hat was the inspiration behind it? W hat was your process to get
it? How did you do the post processing?
Sheree: The inspiration behind the featured image was Bootcamp and the Challenge: Water. This was the first
thing I thought of doing for the challenge, it just took some time to get there---after I realised that I needed a
flash! So once I purchased a speed flash and remote shutter release....I went to work. I used my kitchen
counter...put an empty box of bananas (yes, bananas--we pack tomatoes in them!)----covered it with a blue
towel as a background. I tried a glass bowl, a white bowl...a white bowl in a black bowel. This one, believe it or
not, was water filled in a glass bowl, inside a black bowl with the blue background. I set the camera slightly
higher on a tripod than being level with the water, so it is shot slightly from higher up--aiming more down into
the bowl. I had a shutter release and off camera flash---and holding a ziplok bag of red dyed water let it start
dripping....I experimented with the splashes from holding the bag at different heights. The focus was on
manual--so I also had to try to have the drop hit in the centre where I had focussed originally! I worked on the
technique from 1:00PM until this shot I took at 6:45PM!!! With lots and lots of photos that were discarded! :)
Honestly, there was not much to do in post, but using Lr, I adjusted the exposure slightly, took down the
highlights and whites a bit and upped the Clarity which gave the water an ethereal feel, I think. It was taken
with ISO 3200 f/ 9.0 1/ 125 sec with a 60mm macro lens.

F E A T URE D
A RT IS T
Brent : How do you educate yourself to improve
your photography skills?
Sheree: I have been self taught for the most part.
Early on, I bought every photography magazine I
could get my hands on. Digital photography freed
me to really explore, I could have control over
processing my own images! I took a couple
workshops travelling to Antelope Canyon, Arizona
(an amazing place)---Over the past 10 years I
have really not done anything, but started again
about eight months ago after finding
BootCamp---I now watch YouTube videos, study
other photographers work, have recipe cards,
read Photoshop magazine and experiment.....there
is nothing like experimenting! I think it is
important to challenge yourself, go out and
shoot----take time and really be purposeful in
shooting.
Brent : W hat advice would you give to someone
just starting on their photography adventure?
Sheree: Get out and shoot! Experiment. With
digital you do not have to be afraid of making
mistakes---some of my best photographs
actually came from a mistake! Practise, shoot
with purpose, and when you want to present think
to yourself---Is this something I would hang on a
wall?

SH EREE EB A N K S
C A Y M A N IS L A N D S

F E A T URE D
A RT IS T

SH EREE EB A N K S
C A Y M A N IS L A N D S
Brent : W hat is the most challenging photo you?ve
ever taken and how did you overcome those
challenges?
Sheree: The most challenging time to photograph
was after Cayman was devastated by Hurricane
Ivan in 2004. The devastation was so complete, it
looked as though the island had been hit by a
bomb. I could not pick up my camera, but
then,after a couple days, before sunrise, I was
watching the sky and thought it would be an
amazing sunrise. I rushed to a place I knew would
be a good vantage point to photograph the
amazing colours that were appearing and was
disappointed there was a man there fishing.....I
quickly realised this was an opportunity to tell a
story of survival and rebirth. So I sat, we chatted
and I started to explore angles, taking many
photos. He caught a few fish which I was not able
to capture, and then, as he was taking one off the
hook, I got all the settings just right and was able
to capture the photo I called Resurrection---it
became the cover of a book my sister and I pulled
together which was around the story of rebuilding
after the storm titled-Spirit of Cayman-The
Aftermath of Hurricane Ivan. It was challenging to
also process due to the lack of electricity--I edited
all the photos while on a generator a couple hours
a day.

M EM BERS'
IM AGES

Photographer: B REN T M A IL
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

2.8 1/ 60 SEC ISO800

I took this on the same day I shot the intro
for this masterclass. I spend about 7 hours
exploring this gorge near Rawson falls and
found these mushrooms on a log. Filmed
one of my "Composition Recipe Cards in
Action" video lessons on how to
photograph these mushrooms. I used my
water bottle to drop water onto the top of
the mushroom and then shot the drip as it
formed on the front. 100mm macro lens on
tripod using a remote shutter release cable
to avoid camera shake, exposure set at
2/ 3rds of a stop over exposed. I was in
heaven - because I was creating with no
time limit and not a single human around.
This image will always remind me of how I
felt - happy. Decided to crop it square and
break the rule of 3rds - because I can.

Feedback: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: BELGIUM
Brent, a subtle and intimate picture full of
tints of green. Very nice blurred
background. Very nice detail on the
mushroom. Well done.

Photographer: C IN D I K ISIEL- S M IT H
Country: U SA
F/

11 1/ 30 SEC ISO100 | 130 MM

Thought I would get in on the icicle theme.
This is a highly cropped view of a log across a
small run-off stream. I liked the contrast
between the smooth icicles and the rough
wood and running water. Handheld with the
help of a rock.

Feedback: E D W A RD R O RER
Country: U SA
Cindi, stunning! The contrast between
the the icicles about to drip and the fast
moving water below makes for a great
image.

Photographer: BILL HANSON
Country: USA
F/

18 1/ 200 SEC ISO100 | 140 MM
Emerging from the W ine-Dark Sea. I was trying out
some water-droplet photography. Lacking food
coloring, I used a bottle of red wine that had gone
undrinkable for the color, and then put the bowl of
water/ wine under a dripping faucet in the laundry
room. You end up shooting a great many pictures -over 350 in this session, with about 30 being
reasonably interesting. This one was different than the
others, as it looked like some sort of creature
emerging from the sea.Lit via a separate speed-light
at half power, slaved to on-camera flash, and a cheap
LED flashlight to provide some light from the
opposite direction

Feedback: P AU L S COT T
Country: UNITED KINGDOM
I like this image, very creative and great colour. The
time and patience needed to capture this one image
was well worth it. In the wine-dark sea I saw an
iceman on a jet-ski, but the more you look the more
you see.

Photographer: DEON VAN
Country: SOUTH AFRICA
F5,6

DER M ERW E

1/ 125 400 MM

Well here goes with my first photo: It is of
some glossy starlings taking a bath in my
garden. Photographed with a Canon 70D
and an EF100-400mm f/ 4.5-5.6L IS USM
Lens.

Feedback: J EFF E M ERSO N
Country: U SA
That bird is having a great time playing in
the water. Nice capture of the splashing of
the water as he shakes himself off. I like the
blue of the bird with the green of the leaves.

Photographer: E U GEN E B RA N N A N
Country: U SA
SONY A7 | F/ 32 5SEC ISO50 | 54MM
Water, beaches and waterfalls are some of my
favorite things to photograph. This cascading
stream is located in the Cherokee National
Forest in Tennessee. Goforth Creek descends
through the surrounding mountains and joins the
Ocoee River along Highway 64. The photo was
taken in the late afternoon. A tripod was used to
steady the camera during the 5 second
exposure. The longer exposure allows the
camera to capture the movement of the water
over the rock to create a silky smooth
appearance.

Feedback: A N D REW T H O M SO N
Country: A U ST RA L IA
Hi Eugene. Long exposure photography is very
subjective. I like the milkiness of the water where
for some it is less appealing. This is a lovely
image that I'd like to see a little more of so
possibly crop back a touch. Well done.

Photographer: D EN IS O 'B Y RN E
Country: I REL A N D
F/

20 1/ 25SEC ISO200 | 73MM

I have not much time to myself these days between
hospital visits to my sister and weather. I have to
revert to shots taken last year. This one is of Ashleigh
Falls in Connemara West Ireland. It is not my best
shot ever. I am posting to keep my goals alive and
that is to post for each challenge. Maybe if the
weather plays ball and some time is on my side I will
get to take a few new shots.

Feedback: J U DY W A RD
Country: C A N A D A
Hi Denis - I've been reading the notes and see
you think this may have been taken hand
held. W hen viewed up close, there is some
softness in the image, but it is more like fine
brush strokes in a painting. I really like that
effect! My favourite waterfall shot was taken
in Ireland behind Lyneham hotel in Laragh...to
be posted later this month if the weather
becomes cold again.

Photographer: K A REN P A D IL L A
Country: U SA
SAMSUNG GALAXY 9S | F/ 2.4 1/ 270 SEC ISO50
This photo is of the surface of the Ganges
River on a sunny morning. The reflection
was of the buildings on shore but the motor
and row boat activity caused the ripples to
distort the reflection and make the river
look like it was covered in gold.

Feedback: P ET ER D W IGH T
Country: A U ST RA L IA
Hi Karen, good capture & I love the golden
look to the water & the movement in the
water accentuates that golden colour ,good
job.

Photographer: J IM W

H EEL ER

Country: U SA
F/

4.5 1/ 640 SEC ISO250 55MM

I had fun trying to decide how I wanted to
compose this upside down reflection of the top
part of the Transamerica building in San
Francisco on an overcast, gray day. The puddles
gave me some options and this is what I decided
on.

Feedback: W AY N E Z U SSM A N
Country: U SA
Cool image, I love to see the rule of three's
with the very recognizable Transamerica
building and the two lamp posts. The B&W
tones are great, my only suggestion would
be to give me a little more room at the
bottom as (for me) the top of the left lamp
post is too close to the bottom of the
picture, otherwise, nicely done.

Photographer:K AT H L EEN F EEL EY
Country: U SA
F/

2.8 1/ 640 SEC ISO100 | 100 MM

Would rather be sitting on a beach taking
photos of surfers but alas, no, just taking
pics in 20-degree weather of ice water
flowers.

Feedback: E RE S H IL AT
Country: I SRA EL
Wow, that is beautiful Katheleen. Love the
abstract forms and the colors in the ice
along with the bokeh at the background.

Photographer: K AT H Y P OT T ER
Country: U SA
F/

5.6 1/ 90 SEC ISO640 | 18 MM
I was on the beach taking photos of the roseate
spoonbills and realized the reflections of the
buildings on the water was better than the birds!

Feedback: D EN IS O ?B Y RN E
Country: I REL A N D
Hi Kathy. Nice combinations in this shot. I like the
way you captured the stillness of the water. The
reflections are nice and sharp. It has the feel of a
nice quiet oasis in a busy environment. Well
done.

Photographer: K AT H Y W
Country: USA
F/

O L FE

25 1/ 3SEC ISO160

A foggy morning after days of rain. I
found this image in a ballpark while
looking for images of trees in the fog.

Feedback: J U DY W A RD
Country: C A N A D A
Kathy, what an excellent capture of the
structure of trees in the reflections! I
really like it. The fog adds soft touch in
the background, too. Straighten it up a
little, maybe?..could be a trick of the
eye with that horizon.

Photographer: K ERI D OW N
Country: A U ST RA L IA
F/

5.6 1/ 2500 SEC | 152MM

I have gone with the sun making diamonds
on the water. In the distance is Moreton
Island looking from Wellington Point.

Feedback: N IC K E L L IS
Country: A U ST RA L IA
Hey, magic image. I'm finding it very calm and
relaxing. I like how the Moreton Island sand
dunes seem to be floating, like a desert mirage.

Photographer: C H RIST IN E R O C H ER
Country: A U ST RA L IA
F/

22 3/ 10 SEC | 24MM

The Swimming Hole - taken at Serpentine Falls
and may not be everyone's cup of tea (so to speak).
This is part of my Australian Impressionist series.

Feedback: K ERRIE C L A RK E
Country: AUSTRALIA
Hi Rerro, I think that the blocks of solid
colour ...the water and the sky...are what
makes this one so good in my eye. . It's
nice to see an ICM shot where the entire
image isn't "movement" well done! I really
love the person in the water!

Photographer: L A IM A R ATA JC Z A K
Country: AUSTRALIA
F/

5.6 1/ 2500 SEC | 152MM

I went down to the Mandurah foreshore in WA with
the idea of taking a photo of the river or bridge but
this fountain caught my eye with the sunlight
reflecting around it so I changed my mind. I really
had fun with this. I am new to photography and
have only just ventured into manual mode so I am
still learning and playing with settings.

Feedback: B REN T M A IL
Country: AUSTRALIA
What a beautiful image - very arty. This would
make a great black and white too but I do like the
warm colours in the highlights. You main point of
interest jumps out "pun intended" because of the
high contrast and the darker reflection. Your
image is super sharp too, well done. Something
that would be good to try next time is to steady
your camera (tripod) and use longer shutter
speed like 1/ 2 sec or 1 second to get that spray
to turn smooth - it's a lot of fun. Also I'd love to
see the top of the spray here or a bit or dark at
the top to frame the entire scene. Well done.

Photographer: M A RT IN G O U L D
Country: U N IT ED K IN GD O M
OLYMPUS OMD EMI MKI | F/ 11 6.0 SEC ISO200 | 34MM
Dovercourt Lighthouse. I wanted to try my new filters, a
few years ago and went to the beach to shoot this
iconic lighthouse. I looked long and hard and took
multiple shots from different heights and angles, with
short and long lenses. Looking at it now, I would
probably re-shoot, placing it on the left rather than
right third.

Feedback: J EFF E M ERSO N
Country: USA
I like how you placed the lighthouse off to
side to allow the water to flow past the
lighthouse instead of right in the middle. I
like how still the water appears.

Photographer: D EO N H O FFM A N
Country: AUS
F/

8 1/ 125SEC ISO200 | 29 MM

Okavango Sunset - This is my first attempt, a
photo taken from a boat just as the sun dipped
behind the horizon and shortly after the boat
became stationary; still to notice the ripples in
the water.

BEFORE

AFTER
Feedback: G IN A S K IN N ER
Country: U SA
Beautiful....soft, watercolor image. This capture
would appear stronger, to me, without the end
of the boat. Great submission :)

Photographer: P ET ER D W IGH T
Country: A U ST RA L IA
SONY A77II | F/ 11 1/ 50 SEC ISO100 | 18 MM
the last day is here ,so another scene from NZ
,Thermal springs with sulphur at Rotarura ,hope
you like it.

Feedback: V A L ERIE W
Country: U SA

O RT H EN

Peter really nice photo that has good
leading lines, colors and reflections. The
steam adds to the overall effects of the
scene. Reminds me of the hot pots in
Yellowstone. Well done.

Photographer: R U SSEL L LYO N
Country: A U ST RA L IA
F/

3.2 1/ 4000 SEC ISO2500 | 150 MM

I tried something different to capture a
still shot of water being poured from a
glass.

Feedback: R U T H L O PEZ
Country: USA
Nice touch with the blue sky and clouds
reflecting in the glass, and the minimal but
natural backdrop with colors that complement
the subject well. Very innovative with the blue
liquid!

Photographer: C H RIST IA N P IRO N
Country: BELGIUM
F/

5.6 1/ 160 SEC ISO100 | 18 MM

The "Gravensteen" in Gent. I tried to give a view on
the castle which is situated in the middle of my
hometown. As you can see it is partly surrounded by
water. For this challenge the water was crucial. As it
was rather rainy the last weeks with a gray sky for
almost every day, I waited until there was a day with
some interesting clouds. I couldn't give more space
at the left or the right because of other buildings.
Because there was a great dynamic range for this
picture I used HDR to have the right exposure for the
castle and for the clouds.

Feedback: B REN T M A IL
Country: AUSTRALIA
Awesome image Christian - love these
old structures. I especially like how the
walls lean outwards (at first I thought it
was your camera angle but then
checked the buildings in the background
and yes, they do lean a little). Also the
reflections add to those vertical lines
which gives your structure 'strength'.
W hen I spotted this image the first thing
that came to mind is "black and white" to
give it that timeless feel. Love the
background story too. Thanks for sharing.

Photographer: R U T H L O PEZ
Country: U SA
F/

8 1/ 80 SEC ISO100 | 18 MM

Guilin, China. This was one of the first photos
from my DSLR. At the time, all I knew was,
"Use f8 or f11 for landscape photos, and make
sure to use RAW files, not jpegs!" W hen I
looked at my very bland raw photos
afterwards I wondered if I should have just
kept my point and shoot. Considering I had
hiked up a mountain at 4 am for the view, I was
pretty
disappointed.
Fortunately,
this
challenge had me wondering whether I could
salvage them. I've already gotten a lot of
helpful post processing tips from other
members, which is helping me improve my
Lightroom skills. As always, I would appreciate
any suggestions to make this photo better.

Feedback: D EN IS O 'B Y RN E
Country: I REL A N D
Hi Ruth. I like the different light reflections
in this shot which is nicely composed and
taken. I like the way the river acts as a
leading line and brings me through the
shot. I just wonder if the bright sky was
toned down would it look better. This
could be done with the Grad filter of by
using the Split Toning option. I may well be
talking a load of rubbish. Anyway it is
something I might try. Well done.

Photographer: S IG R A N N EM
Country: C A N A D A

Feedback: G A RRY W
Country: U SA

F/

Great shot, Nice sharpness to everything. I'm
in the same situation one week ago we had
18" of snow now we have lakes everywhere.

2.8, 1/ 190 6.6 MM ISO 20

A week ago my world was frozen solid. Today it is
wet and soggy, as spring is now on its way... I took
this photo with my iPhone 7+ when I was walking
my daughter's dog in her neighbourhood in
Toronto. It shows a snippet of the "local world"
upside down in a puddle of melt-water.
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