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Photographer:  D EON  VAN  DER M ERW E

F/ 16  1/ 250SEC  ISO100

Country:  SOU TH  A FRICA

I found this topic quite challenging. Had quite a few ideas but the 
didn't pan out as I envisioned. This photograph of the bamboo 
against a well lit white background turned out as intended. 



DRILL INSTRUCTOR'S MEMO

Brent Mail

As I get older I seem to want less things - less stress, 
less drama, less complexity. 

I believe that life is richer with less stuff, maybe I'm 
becoming more of a minimalist?

Photography isn?t always about what?s in an image. 
Sometimes the best stories are told by what?s NOT in an 
image. 

Less really can be more. Plain. Simple. Powerful.

This month's BootCamp Chal lenge is all about - Less Is 
More.

In this issue, learn what minimalist photography is, how 
you can hone this skill for yourself, and see just how big 
an impact keeping it simple can make. 

Just look at what how our Bootcamp members have 
made less into more. 

Welcome to issue 14 of 
Photo BootCamp Magazine! 

https://shareinspirecreate.com/join-bootcamp
https://shareinspirecreate.com/join-bootcamp
https://shareinspirecreate.com/join-bootcamp
https://shareinspirecreate.com/join-bootcamp


LESS IS MORE



LESS IS M ORE

?Simplicity is about subtracting the 
obvious and adding the meaningful." 

-  John Maeda



LESS IS M ORE

Less is More

We?ve all heard the saying ?less is more? and that?s equally true with photography. Any time you take photos, 
you want to be intentional, considering your subject, and how you can best tell the story you see. By cutting 
out the distractions, you make your images more powerful and this will always give you the best results. This 
is photography 101.

But did you know there?s a way to take this concept to the next level? It?s called minimalism. 

Photography, Meet  Simpl icity

Have you ever seen a photo of a lone tree on a hill in the distance with lots of big sky? That?s a perfect 
example of a minimalist photograph. 

It?s taking a scene and removing as many elements as possible so you?re left with a simplified image with as 
few visual components as possible. It?s using that simplicity to tell a story. You must rely on lines, shapes, 
contrast, color, and negative space with minimalism. 

Sometimes, you?ll see exactly what the subject is. And there are other times when the image may be 
abstract, meaning it isn?t always obvious what it is. You strip away so much detail that it allows the viewer to 
interpret the image in their own way and give it their own meaning. This can be not only dramatic, but also 
powerful.



Why Minimal ism is so Fun and Cool 

First, the fun. Practicing minimalism is a fantastic way to develop your artistic eye. It forces you to look at the 
world around you in new ways as you cut out all the distractions and hone in on one subject. It can be a real 
challenge to see the ever-busy world around you in a simplified way! If you?re the type of person who finds a 
good challenge fun, then this is a great practice for you!

But minimalist photography is also really cool. A lot of photos are pretty obvious what they are. The 
photographer has basically spelled out what they want you to get from the photo. But minimalist photos are 
simple, yet dramatic...and also very subjective. 

Your audience gets to interpret your images in their own unique way, giving them their own meaning. This 
makes the images even more impactful to the person viewing them because they are supplying their own 
interpretation, which will inherently resonate more deeply with them. 

Practicing minimalism also makes you a better photographer. As you see things in a different way, you 
expand your skills in storytelling, which is what photography is all about in the first place.

LESS IS M ORE



How?? 

Learning to take minimalist photos is a skill like any other photography skill. The best way is to get out in the 
field and DO. Take action. Practice. 

What I recommend is getting online and doing some research. Pinterest and Google Images are both great 
resources for this. Simply open one (or both) and do a search for ?minimalist photos? and you?ll see tons of 
amazing examples. 

Your Turn:

1. Using Pinterest or Google Images, find an image (or images) that inspires you
2. Choose something you?ve never done before - challenge yourself
3. Keep it simple. Decide what NOT to include in your image. Remember, minimalism is about what in 

NOT in a photo rather than what is in a photo
4. Pay attention to composition - look for lines, negative spaced, shapes, colors, etc.
5. Try converting the image to black and white. This is a great way to go minimal. Color can be a big 

distraction so try removing that from the equation as well
6. As always, PLAY. Have fun. Both in the field and in post-processing. Remember to use your feet to 

zoom when appropriate. Get high, down low, up above, from below. Crop the image in different ways, 
apply different filters, adjust sliders, etc. See what speaks to you!

LESS IS M ORE



IN CONCLUSION

Minimalism is a style of photography that strips away distractions by primarily using lines, color (or lack 
thereof), shapes, and big negative space. 

It evokes a sense of peace, calm, and space. And there?s something magical about leaving the interpretation 
of an image to the mind of the viewer.

And as a photographer, it can be really fun to learn how to take minimalist photos. It will certainly hone your 
skills also.

LESS IS M ORE



MEMBERS' 
IMAGES



Photographer:  C IN D I K ISIEL- SM ITH

Minimalist is really hard to do during the 
southeast US spring - everything is a riot of 
color. This is a fern fiddlehead beginning to 
unfurl. The background is one of my favorite 
azaleas in bloom. I liked how there's bit of the 
lavender in the fiddlehead that plays off the 
background.

Country:  U SA
F/ 6.3  1/ 13SEC  ISO100  |  200MM

Feedback:  JEN N Y GREGORY

This is beautiful Cindi. I love the background 
colours and the fern uncurling is sharp. nice 
one!!

Country:  AU STRA L IA



Photographer:  D EN ISE M CK AY

I took this photo about a month ago, so fairly recent. 
I call it Catch the Wave. I took this hand held.

Country:  U SA
F/ 8  1/ 60SEC  ISO6400  |  90MM

Feedback:  G IN A SKIN N ER

Denise - The undulation captured in this image 
brings to mind the visual impression of a manta 
ray in an up sweep of it 's pectoral fins!

Country:  U SA



Photographer: N ICKEL L IS

This was taken for another purpose, 
though I think it is a good fit for this 
challenge. And surprisingly it isn't a B&W 
image.

Country:  AUSTRALIA

F/ 9  1/ 40SEC  ISO329  |  100MM

Feedback:  VAL ERIE W ORTH EN

Intriguing photo Nick. I really like the 
lighting and the detail in the center of focus. 
I first thought of a rail bed or maybe the 
backside of an old road sign but still not 
sure. Needless to say I really like this.

Country:  USA



Photographer:  K ERRIE CL ARKE

Shot at the beach through smoky conditions 
during recent bushfires. Moonrise at Jan Juc, 
Victoria.

Country:  AU STRA L IA

F/ 16  1/ 13SEC  ISO200  |  110MM

Feedback:  SH EREE EBAN KS

Kerrie, you certainly captured a "pink" moon! I 
love the lines of the varying pastel colours! This 
is such a cool shot, well done!

Country:  CAYM A N  ISL A N DS



Feedback:  T ESSA B L EW CH AM P

Lovely picture Peter. It really illustrates 
the concept of less is more, as it gets 
you thinking about what you're not 
seeing - what the man looks like and 
what he might be looking at.

Country:  U N ITED  

Photographer:  PETER B RODY

This is a photo I took of a man in official 
Bhutanese garb at a temple on top of a 
mountain. I converted it to black and 
white, but kept the umbrella red. 

Country:  U SA
F/ 8.0  1/ 250SEC  ISO100  |  30MM



Photographer: SARA O 'B RIEN

Here is my second submission. The first time I was 
editing it, I didn't like it. But I took another shot at it 
tonight and I like it enough to get feedback.

Country:  U SA

Feedback:  S IGM U N D  RAN N EM

Sara, this is lovely! The soft shadows on the eggs are 
very pleasing. I love the contrast with the background - 
the eggs and the bowl really stand out. The question that 
comes to mind is if this would be better in B & W, but I 
actually think the brown tones are better - great job!

Country:  CA N A DA



F/ 16  1/ 250SEC  ISO100  |  85MM

Photographer:  R ICH ARD  H U TSON

"Bay Bridge Cables"

Country:  U SA

Feedback:  B RU CE PATTERSON

I am getting back into B&W. This is nice but 
a bit creepy to me. Looks like an eye in the 
background. Nice Shot.

Country:  U SA



Photographer: EREZ  SH IL AT

Country:  ISRA EL

Combined 2 images for this one, with and 
without the fire to enable a clean match out 
of the fire. Had hard time to illuminate the 
scene the way I wanted. It ended up using the 
cellphone light instead of the flash. Enhanced 
the mood using Photoshop.

F/ 3.2  1/ 500SEC  ISO800

Feedback:  L EIL A GON Z AL EZ  SU L L IVAN

A very interesting image, Erez. I think we are all 
trying to decide how to handle this challenge, and 
you have certainly provided one perspective. That 
small bright flame is the focus but the eye also 
keeps going back to the burned out matches 
highlighted slightly. The tonal approach is good as 
well.

Country:  U SA



Feedback:  K ERRIE CL ARKE

This is another amazing image, Romy! I love these 
shots. I think you may have found your niche!

Country:  AU STRA L IA

I am still into my water droplet collision series. 
Received my Pluto trigger and valve kit yesterday 
and immediately got into trying it to see if the setup 
would really make it easier for me to get a droplet 
collision. Below is one of the results.

Photographer:  ROM Y V IL L AN U EVA

F/ 3.5  1/ 200SEC  ISO400  |  97MM

Country:  PH IL IPPIN ES



v

Photographer: CH RISTIN E ROCH ER

Flight in simplicity. One from my journey into 
motion and impressionism.

Country:  AU STRA L IA

Feedback:  ROM Y V IL L AN U EVA

Great capture Christine. I love the motion blur. 
This is the kind of shot that I find hard to do. 
My reflex is not fast enough. Well done.

Country:  PH IL IPPIN ES



Photographer: S IG RAN N EM

Where I live winter is still trying to 
prevail. This shot is of shadows in the 
snow on a hillside that is still covered in 
the white stuff. They say the best 
camera is the one you have with you - 
in this case an iPhone 5s. Converted to 
B & W and "tuned up" in Lightroom.

Country:  CA N A DA

F/ 2.2  1/ 4600SEC  ISO32  |  4.15MM

Feedback:  M ARTIN  GOU L D

Without reading your description, I 
have been looking at this minimal and 
abstract image for some time. I love 
the lines, texture and shadows. I initially 
thought that it was some carefully 
pleated material and was surprised to 
read that it was snow. 

Country:  U N ITED  K IN GDOM



Feedback: B REN T M AIL

LOVE this Amber - the simplicity, the texture, 
those dark shadows. Yes!!! It 's simple but yet has 
so much impact. I'm sure everyone will see 
something different in your image - which to me 
makes it a piece of art. Well done.

Country:  AUSTRALIA

Button Button who's got the button... This wasn't 
my original plan but I really loved the morning 
light on my very vibrant yellow chairs.

Photographer:  AMBER PALLAS-BRUNT

Country:  USA

F/ 3.3  1/ 320SEC  ISO100  |  35MM



F/ 16  30SEC  ISO100  |  42MM

Photographer:  A N DREW  ROB IN SON

Country:  AU STRA L IA

North Narrabeen Rock Pool

Feedback:  D EN IS O?B YRN E

Hi Andrew. This is a very well taken shot. I 
like the leading lines and patterns they 
form. In terms of the brief I think that there 
is a lot going on in this shot. Well done.

Country:  IREL A N D



Feedback:  S IG RAN N EM

Andrew, nice minimalist image with a great dramatic mood! Generally, I 
would prefer an uneven number of subjects, i.e. trees. In this case 
though, the bright sky above the trees serves as a third item. Good work!

Country:  CA N A DA

Photographer:  A N DREW  T H OM SON

I have just returned home from the Easter long 
weekend which I spent in the New England 
area of New South Wales - Australia. I 
captured this image just on sunrise yesterday 
morning. These two lone trees on the ridge of 
a freshly ploughed field, were silhouetted 
against a fog bank.

Country: AU STRA L IA

F/ 8  1/ 20SEC  ISO100  |  55MM



Photographer: B ARBARA W ARD

This is a much older image that I found as I 
was thinking about what makes a 
minimalist photo. I took this picture when I 
noticed the contrast in walls of the slot 
canyon.

Country: USA
F/ 16  2.5SEC  ISO100  |  75MM

Feedback:  SH EREE EBAN KS

I remember it well! So glad you got in! I love 
this photo, and with the simple lines it fits 
the challenge. Did you convert at all to B&W 
to make it a bit more minimalist? It would 
be interesting to see it without color, 
although the color makes it stunning!

Country: CAYM A N  ISL A N DS



Photographer: D ERRYL FRIESEN

A lone tree stands beneath dark, threatening 
rain clouds amidst a golden sea of newly 
harvested wheat near Airdrie, Canada.

Country: THAILAND

F/ 18  1/ 60SEC  ISO200  |  35MM

Feedback:  B REN T M AIL

One fine tree Derryl -  great minimalist 
image. I like the leading lines in the wheat 
and the blueish tint to the sky, which makes 
the golden colour really pop. Great share. 

Country: AU STRA L IA



Feedback: JACKIE SCH EFER

Nice, original, minimalist, perfect for this 
challenge. Well done!

Country:  SW ITZ ERL A N D

Photographer: B IL L H AN SON

Country:  U SA

Walkabout. Insect tracks at the White Sands 
National Monument, New Mexico, USA. The sand 
there comes from Gypsum, making it pure white.

NIKON D3400  |  F/ 11  1/ 2500SEC  ISO100  |  55MM



Feedback:  JAM ES H EDL EY

Wow. You have really nailed this image. I 
am a sucker for images of flowers and 
this would be right up there with the best.

Country:  AU STRA L IA

BEFORE

AFTER

Country:  AUSTRALIA

Photographer:  PETER DW IGH T

I am puting in a water lily I shot over the side 
of a boat ,minimalist & simple yet more than 
just a flower. shot handheld & taken just as 
sunrise was breaking.

SONY A77  |  F/ 6.3  1/ 640SEC  ISO200  |  140MM



Feedback:  D EN ISE M CK AY

Black and white is definitely the way to go here. 
Very graphic and interesting photo. You don't 
know if you are looking at a reflection or looking 
through a window. I really enjoy the variations in 
line and contrast. Nice job.

Country:  U SA

Thought I would try something different.

Photographer: A N N ETTE H AL LORAN

F/ 5.6  1/ 15SEC  ISO500  |  55MM

Country:  AU STRA L IA



Photographer:  CH RISTOPH ER GOFF

It is nesting season here in North Carolina. Shot 
early this Monday on a cloudy morning. 
Admittedly it is similar to other offerings, but it is 
what nature offered that day.

Country:  U SA
F/ 6.3  1/ 4000SEC  ISO800  |  240MM

Great clarity in your photo Kit, I like how you 
captured the twig in the mouth. Well done.

Country:  U SA
Photographer:  JEFF EM ERSON



FEATURED 
ARTIST



F EA T URED 
IM A G E

D E R R Y L  F R I E S E N
T H A IL A N D

Country:  THAILAND

Photographer: D ERRYL FRIESEN

F/ 4  1/ 600SEC  ISO400  |  105MM

"Come to me all you who are weary and heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest". The forever invitation 
and promise of our risen Lord of Easter. A simple 
chair awaits near the still waters at Suan Bua, Chiang 
Mai, Thailand. 



GETTING TO KNOW  
OUR FEATURED ARTIST:

DERRYL 
FRIESEN

Brent :  How did you get started in photography?

Derryl :  My first interest in photography sparked as a 15-year-old when I 
was racing beat up, old WW2 vintage motorcycles in the mountains of 
Papua New Guinea.  At the end of each race day, all us kids would pile into 
a tiny darkroom where some keen ametuer photographer would spool the 
film from his old SLR camera and begin the magic of old-school 
developing. I will never forget the heady smell of the chemicals, the 
shimmering red light reflecting off the dark liquids, hanging fresh prints on a 
string with clothes pegs and then . . . waiting. The anticipation killed us, but 
in the end, we were awestruck how a guy with a simple camera could make 
us look so great! 

Brent :  What inspires and motivates you to continue taking pictures?

Derryl : Life is such a fabulous story .for everyone.  I am deeply inspired by gifted, generous people who 
capture both rare, and everyday split-second moments in those stories and then share it. Indeed, mudane 
moments in time can suddenly become rare gems to treasure for a lifetime. Over the past 30 years, I have 
been granted the great honour of living amongst and serving some of the most forgotten, marginalized, 
at-risk ethnic minority peoples of the world. Their cultures are stunningly complex and beautiful. Their 
stories of pain and victory over heart-wrenching persecution and oppression are mind-blowing. I want to 
spend the rest of my life documenting their stories and calling to action, those in both the East and the West, 
those who will rise to the challenge and make a beautiful difference in our world. 

TH A IL A N D



"We are to regard existence as a raid or great adventure; it is to be 
judged, therefore, not by what calamities it encounters but what 

flag it follows and what high town it assaults.  The most 
dangerous thing in the world is to be alive; one is always in 
danger of one?s life.  But anyone who shrinks from that is a 

traitor to the great scheme and experience of being." 

-   G.K. Chesterson  

Derryl 's favor it e inspirat ional quot e:

F EA T URED 
A RT IS T

D E R R Y L  F R I E S E N
T H A IL A N D



Brent :  Tell us about the featured image: What was the inspiration behind it? What was your process to get 
it? How did you do the post processing? 

Derryl :  Early one morning, I went out to shoot some family photos for some of the international workers. I 
carried a chair out from the restaurant and went to the pond to wait for them. The soft, early morning light 
mesemerized me. As I gazed at the lone, empty chair sitting next to the pond, a great sense of peace washed 
over me. I was thinking about our Boot Camp "Less is More" challenge and suddenly the timeless invitation of 
Jesus Christ popped into my head, "Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest". 
I knew I had to pause and photo shoot this empty chair before people interupted my day!  I accepted the 
invitation of our risen Lord of Easter and found rest for my soul. To capture this element of rest I knew I wanted 
to capture the glow of the early morning light on the polished wood and isolate the chair from the background. I 
set up the camera at a really shallow depth of field at f4. Because I was shooting with my 24-105 lens, I backed 
up as far as I could and zoomed in to create even more compression and blur in the background. I composed 
the shot with the chair near the water's edge and positioned it in the left third of the frame, facing the right to 
give room for the viewer to look out and imagine. "Who might come and sit there?" "If I were to sit in that chair, 
what might I see, what might I feel?" I wanted to project the feeling of peace and rest. In Lightroom post 
processing, I dropped Shadows to -55 and Clarity to -5 and boosted Dehaze to about +57 and Vibrance to +24.  I 
used the adjustment brush to darken some of the distracting, bright highlights on the trees in the background 
and added a medium vignetting to help the viewer focus fully on the the empty chair. Finally, I increased the 
Noise Reduction Luminance slider just slightly up to 11.

F EA T URED 
A RT IS T

D E R R Y L  F R I E S E N
T H A IL A N D



Brent : What is it you hope to express to your audience with your photography? What is your strategy for 
accomplishing that goal?

Derryl :  I have observed over the past half century three of the greatest questions people ask in life are, 
"Who will give me a hug? (ie. who will love me?) Where can I find joy that lasts? Where can I find strength to 
go on another day? Whether I writing, speaking or taking pictures, my great desire is to be a purveyor of 
hope. When people experience the photographs I create, my prayer is one of three things will change in 
their lives.  One, they will know they are unconditionally loved. Two, a greater sense of joy will fill their life. 
Three, a new courage will move them forward to face whatever challenge lies before them. My strategy to 
do this is first to be connected to the Source of Life and let him live his life out through me. I believe 
authentic ministry to hurting people can only happen from the overflow of joy in one's own life. In the book 
of Nehemiah in the Old Testament, the writer proclaims, "The joy of the Lord is my strength." I seek to be 
thankful in all things and then let that gratitude and joy brim over and infect all who will receive it.

Brent : What advice would you give to someone just starting on their photography adventure? 

Derryl : Stop. Look. Listen. Beauty is everywhere. Capture it and share it. Avoid perfectionism at all costs. It will 
drive you insane. But you can pursue excellence. Surouind yourself with people who inspire you to be better, to 
reach higher, to live purer. Don't be afraid to make mistakes. Don't be afraid of man's critisism. Don't take 
pictures for your own glory. Do it all for the glory and honor of God our Father (Colossians 3:23).

F EA T URED 
A RT IS T

D E R R Y L  F R I E S E N
T H A IL A N D



Brent : What is the most challenging photo you?ve ever taken and how did you overcome those challenges?

Derryl :  Low light portraits have always been a challenge for me, especially in dark, dimly lit village homes 
with no electricity. Living and working in developing nations I often find myself enjoying the warm hospitality 
of local village folks. The first challenge is often to simply get there in the the first place, often requiring 4x4 
trucks on treacherous muddy mountain roads or trekking in on foot. The second challenge is the frequent 
local persecption of foreigners "swooping" in to grab what they want in photographs and then dissapear with 
zero effort to stop, slow down and build up appropriate relationships. I remember living in Kenya, we 
discovered a perseption among some African tribes that these contraptions white people carry around and 
point at people actually threatens to steal their souls. Others believe strangers coming into their villages to 
take their photos to return home and use these pictures to become very rich. The third challenge is having 
the right equipment to shoot in dark places with no flash. Typically,  all low-light photos I took in the past in 
dimly lit houses turned out horrbily pixlated with terrible noise. No amount of post processing could redeem 
the effort. 

F EA T URED 
A RT IS T

D E R R Y L  F R I E S E N
T H A IL A N D



MEMBERS' 
IMAGES



Feedback:  N ICK EL L IS

A well timed seagull. I really like the fog and 
faded pelican and I'm pleased that I'm not 
the only one who takes photos on a slant!

Country:  AU STRA L IA

Photographer: B REN T M AIL

Only took me 3 weeks to get my minimalist 
shot - but I think the wait was worth it. Woke 
up to a foggy morning so went down to my 
local marina and spotted a pelican perched 
on a pole fading into the fog. While 
photographing it, I spotted this seagull flying 
past just this side of the fog.  I had my 
exposure set to 1 stop overexposed. Cropped 
my image a little and straightened horizon.

Country:  AU STRA L IA

F/ 4  1/ 3200SEC  |  200MM



Feedback:  D EN IS O 'B YRN E

Hi Carol. Nice shot and good capture. Right 
place right time. Well done.

Country: IRELAND

Photographer:  CAROL PESEK

Just returned from safari, I'm soooo lucky! 
After watching the Minimalist master class, 
I knew exactly what photo would fit into 
this category but the feeling from this 
photo doesn't match the stark minimalist 
feeling I associate with this form. Perhaps 
this isn't a minimalist image?

Country:  USA



Feedback:  PETER DW IGH T

Great shot for night time Valerie, I think I 
like version 1 as minimalist & version 2 as 
an ordinary scene ,well done.

Country:  AU STRA L IA

Photographer: VAL ERIE W ORTH EN

I took this photo a few weeks ago during the 
full moon. Night photography is new to me 
but something I have done a lot of reading 
about and was actually happy with the 
results. I thought it might qualify as 
minimalist.

Country:  U SA
F/ 11  ISO100  125SEC  |  500MM



Photographer: CH RISTIAN  P IRON

I struggled to find a good minimalistic 
picture. But by reading comment of Brent 
about using negative space I finally 
found a scene: an egg in a white bowl to 
have more diffused light and just having 
a soft shadow. With the use of an egg 
and nothing else; so all the rest of the 
scene is white, I want to refer to the 
beginning of live as a minimalistic 
statement.

Country:  B ELGIU M

F/ 9.0  1/ 80SEC  ISO800  |  135MM

Well done, Christian. Love that subtle 
shadow!,  

Feedback: K ERRIE CL ARKE

Country:  AU STRA L IA



Photographer:  DIANA ZILAHY

This photo reminds me of the great expectation I 
felt getting off a small plane in Amboseli Kenya 
and seeing the jeep waiting to take us to wonderful 
adventures. I darkened the foreground a bit in 
Lightroom to bring more attention to the jeep.

Country: USA
F/ 11  1/ 400SEC  ISO200

Feedback: D EN IS O 'B YRN E

Hi Diana. Very nice image. I like the way the Jeep 
pops and stands out. Good work. Well done.

Country:  IRELAND



Feedback:  B ARBARA G IL B ERT

Nice work! Love the dock coming out from 
the bottom right and the clouds make it 
look awesome.

Country:  U SA

Photographer:  EDWARD RORER

Since many of the images in this challenge 
have been submitted as B/ W or 
suggested to be changed to B/ W, this 
morning was an overcast blustery day and 
I ventured out early to a pier I thought 
might look well contrasted against the 
clouds. I love the challenge...but am still 
struggling with the concept. 

Country:  USA
F/ 8  1/ 200SEC  ISO200  |  100MM



Feedback: SH EREE EBAN KS

This is a lovely shot, Jackie....also very fun! I love 
all the negative space of the long grass! He 
seems to be looking at it going really? Well done!

Country:  CAYM A N  ISL A N DS

Photographer:  JACKIE SCH EFER

Near Thale Noi, in Phatthalung province, 
Thailand, I had the chance to witness the Asian 
Openbill migration. I saw thousands of them in 
flight. This one was completely alone in the 
grass near a road

Country:  SW TIZ ERL A N D

F/ 11  1/ 160SEC  ISO100  |  200MM



Feedback:  EDW ARD  RORER

Bruce, This "flipped" image is, as others have 
suggested, a big improvement. I posted an 
image in the "water" challenge several weeks 
ago and Brent suggested flipping it and I was 
blown away by the difference it made. It is a 
wonderful technique for creating an 
impressionistic image and a great new tool in 
our growing toolbox.

Country:  U SA

AFTER

Country:  USA

Photographer:  B RU CE PATTERSON

F/ 7.1  1/ 800SEC  ISO400  |  155MM

BEFORE



Photographer: JAN ET RH EAD

Carried this thistle around for a few days looking for 
a background, however I'm not sure whether I prefer 
the black and white or colour version of this image, 
so would appreciate your views please. 

Country:  AU STRA L IA

F/ 7.1  25SEC  ISO400  |  34MM

Feedback:  D IAN A Z IL AH Y

Love this shot!! Very powerful motion 
diagonally from left to right!! Like it is 
targeting something.

Country:  U SA



Photographer: K ATH Y POTTER

I call this photo, wishful thinking. Spring is 
on its way here in North Dakota but it is 
still way too early for tulips. I liked the 
simplicity of this shot. It doesn't meet the 
rule of thirds but I hope it still works for 
less is more! Maybe next week I can get a 
shot of our massive flood!

F/ 6.3  1/ 10SEC  ISO800  |  250MM

Country:  U SA

Feedback: EREZ  SH IL AT

Simple and beautiful -  well done. The rule 
of thirds is only an optional (good) 
guideline, one of a large set of optional 
"rules". Sometimes it is good to play out of 
the rules and I think that you present a 
good example.

Country: ISRA EL



Photographer: K ATH Y W OL FE 

I found this tree in a pasture one foggy morning. I 
changed to black and white and tried to made it 
look aged.

Country:  U SA
F/ 29  1/ 4SEC  |  160MM

Feedback: L EIL A GON Z AL EZ  SU L L IVAN

Kathy, this looks like an illustration in a old, old 
book. The delicate shading really makes the image 
in a way that color could not. Well done.

Country:  U SA



Feedback:  D EN ISE M CK AY

This is very nice Laima! Beautiful colors and 
reflections in the water. The boat and birds in 
silhouette adds to the "quiet" tone of this 
photo. I think it fits the theme well as really, 
only the boat with the birds (as almost a part 
of the boat) are the subjects in this landscape. 
Its not at all busy, but very peaceful, so I think 
that hits the mark.

Country:  U SA

Holidaying in Augusta at Easter I went down to the 
river for a walk at sunrise and I captured this photo 
with my iPhone XS. I really loved the colours and 
the two seagulls sitting on the boat.

Photographer:  L AIM A RATAJCZ AK

Country:  AU STRA L IA



IPHONE X  |  F/ 1.8  1/ 120SEC  ISO32

Photographer: Q U IN N  SCH U L Z E

I had been keeping my eyes open for 
something that could be viewed as 
minimalistic and saw this. After finally 
looking at some more examples, I think 
the leaf could have been smaller overall to 
give more negative space, but I was going 
for the rule of thirds.

Country:  GERM A N Y

Feedback:  M A RTIN  GOU L D

So simple but effective and well observed; 
I would have probably walked passed it.It 
is all about texture. I also thought that the 
leaf or feather was fossilised.

Country:  U N ITED  K IN GDOM



Photographer: M ARTIN  GOU L D

This is an old image, as I can't get out at the 
moment , and is as minimalist as I will ever 
get. I have cropped out a fisherman in his boat 
(bottom left), the reason for taking this shot.

Country: UNITED KINGDOM

F/ 8.0  1/ 640SEC  ISO200  |  150MM

Feedback: R ICH ARD  H U TSON

Roentgen, I like the patterns in this shot, 
but I would really like to see the what 
this image would look like with the 
fisherman and boat.

Country: U SA



Feedback:  A N DREW  T H OM SON

Great Image. Black and white - you don't get 
more minimalist than that. With the 1600 ISO 
you are starting to get a little noise apparent 
but you need to zoom in to see it. Good work.

Country:  AUSTRALIA

Photographer:  ROH N  SH EARER

Just like many of you, we had a storm a few 
days ago. Started with 5 inches of snow, & 
then freezing rain & high winds. I have not 
done much with working on pictures, 
because we were without power, water or 
heat, for 65 hours. I did take some fun 
pictures, & thought this one would work 
well for this challenge.

Country:  U SA
F/ 4  1/ 100SEC  ISO1600  |  90MM



Feedback:  PETER B RODY

Tessa, very creative. I like the way my eyes go from the 
lower right corner up to the left to follow the steam.

Country:  USA

Photographer: T ESSA B L EW CH AM P

Taken last year. It's been really frustrating not being 
able to take part in this month's challenge properly, as 
the topic is right up my street! This was taken with 
off-camera flash to one side to try and highlight the 
steam - not easy! Not the greatest shot and I think I 
may be able to do better now, but never mind. Thanks 
for all the good wishes people - slowly recovering 
from the op, but a way to go yet.

Country:  UNITED KINGDOM
F/ 5.6  1/ 125SEC  ISO100  |  44MM



Feedback:  SARA O 'B RIEN

Keri, a lovely portrait. The colors are very 
subtle, but perhaps a B&W conversion as 
previously stated would make a stronger 
image. She certainly demands attention with 
the facial expression. What is she thinking?

Country:  U SA

F/ 9  1/ 1600SEC  ISO6400

Photographer: K ERI D OW N

Do people count as minimalism? This shot 
was overexposure gone right I guess but I am 
not sure it falls into the genre

Country:  AU STRA L IA



Feedback:  D EON  VAN  DER M ERW E

I really like this photo Wayne. Love the dramatic 
lighting on the boat.

Country:  SOUTH AFRICA

Photographer: W AYN E Z U SSM AN

My first entry for the "Less is More" Challenge. I'm 
trying not to go back to my catalog, and only shoot 
new images for this challenge. Not easy.. This was 
taken from the shore of the Chesapeake Bay in 
Maryland this morning. I love shooting in the 
morning light.

Country:  USA
F/ 4  1/ 1250SEC  ISO124  |  400MM



Feedback:  D EN IS O?B YRN E

Hi John. I saw a similar shot just now and no 
camera. Nicely framed and taken. Well 
done.

Country:  IREL A N D

Photographer:  JOH N  D ON N EL LY

Image taken on my early morning walk, 
caught this early bird about to catch his 
worm (breakfast).

Country:  AU STRA L IA

F/ 8.0  1/ 80SEC  ISO200  |  L56MM
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Photo BootCamp Magazine was created to showcase the art, skills, and camaraderie of the recruits from the Academy. 
Each month, Brent leads members in a new drill, teaching them what they need to know to get out in the field and 
create images using their new skills.

About  Photo BootCamp Academy: 
Photo BootCamp Academy is a community of like-minded photography students who come together to learn in the 
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