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This short publication is designed to provide some additional personal and military history of the 
Fallen from Fairfield during conflicts from World War One and Two and Vietnam. It is mainly intended 
for the memory of the men of Fairfield who gave their lives on the field of combat to protect our way 
of life, and commonly referred to Killed In Action (KIA). It will also include details of the numerous 
servicemen who were Prisoners of War (POW) in those same actions. It can be used by researchers 
and students wishing to make a study of any or all of those men in their pursuit of academic 
excellence, for specific projects or general information. 
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Background and Dedication 

 
This short work is meant to be a relatively in-depth look into the lives of numerous Fairfield 
Residents who gave up their lives, or were made Prisoners of War (POW), during World War 
One, World War Two and the Vietnam War. The reason that only those three conflicts have 
been selected is quite simple, they are the only conflicts where Fairfield men were Killed In 
Action or Died Whilst Prisoners of War. It will provide further research details of those 
numerous men, and families, than that provided in the previous publication titled Honour 
Avenue Pavers Guide, 2013. 
 
This publication is dedicated to the memory of those fallen men “…who gave their tomorrows, 
so that we could have our today’s…”, whose names are forever etched into our memories, 
especially through the Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield.  
 
Each Chapter will consist of a single year, in those terrible conflicts, and each Fairfield Resident 
will be addressed in that Chapter by Calendar Date. For those Killed In Action (KIA), Died of 
Wounds (DOW),  or who Died Whilst Prisoners of War, this will occur around the date of his 
death, with some background information about his family, upbringing, etcetera.  
 
Students or researchers wishing to use the information contained in this publication, may do so 
without any requirements of Copyright, if the purpose of that study or research is to benefit the 
community by instructing them of the sacrifices made by Fairfield Residents throughout the 
many wars and conflicts of the Twentieth Century, or for the purpose of providing written 
evidence of study concerning those men, families, military units, individual battles or conflicts, 
or of the Fairfield area in New South Wales. 
  



Chapter 1 
1915 

 
The Great War, as World War One was originally known, had been raging for 4 long months 
when 1915 began. Australians had taken control of German New Guinea, and had raised in 
excess of the promised Divisions for the War Effort. Australia’s total population was 
approximately 4,000,000 spread over the entire continent, in many cities, towns, villages and 
small farming and grazing areas. Fairfield had a population of approximately 9,000 in 1915, and 
resembled a small country town with dirt streets, scattered shops and hotels, and even more 
scattered houses and farms. The main forms of transport were still the horse, train or ‘shank’s 
pony’ (by foot). 
 
Most people of Fairfield knew each other, and most houses had names instead of Street 
Numbers. It was common for enlistees to nominate a parent or sibling from such and such a 
street, as their next of kin, as the local policeman or postman knew them personally. (These 
details occurred on the Enlistment Papers of all of those men from Fairfield who enlisted, and 
can be found in the top right corner of the National Archives of Australia for the individuals.) 
 
Many of the troops were still waiting to embark for their service overseas. However, that was 
to change forever, as Fairfield’s finest prepared to serve for “…the duration of the War plus 4 
months…” as indicated of their Enlistment Papers. In all, 192 Fairfield Soldiers were to serve 
King and Country during The Great War, and 16 would give their lives in that service. Three gave 
their lives in 1915, and these are their stories. 
 

6th August 
 
Thomas Sinclair was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1889, the son of William and Isabella Sinclair. 
He had a younger brother, William, who enlisted in the 29th Training Squadron of the Australian 
Flying Corps later in the War. The family migrated to Australia after Thomas has served as a 
Draftsman for the Fairfield Ship Building Engineering Company in Glasgow for 2 ½ years. As 
many Scots were, and are, Thomas and William were raised as staunch Presbyterians, and were 
taught the strong work ethics and patriotism associated with that strict religious discipline. 
 
Again, many Scottish migrants chose their homes and towns based on familiar names from 
Scotland, and it can be assured that their choosing of Fairfield was based on previous 
employment, and local homes and villages around Glasgow. (For example, many homes, streets 
and villages on the East Coast of Scotland relate to Fairfield, Lansdowne, Horsley, Carramar, 
Orchardleigh, etc, to name but a few.) They moved into “Hyndland” in Charles Street, Fairfield 
in 1914, and were still living there, in the family home, when Thomas, and later William, 
enlisted to serve their “new” country. 
 



Thomas did so at Randwick, NSW, on the 28th of August 1914, after having lived in Australia for 
less than 1 year. He was assigned to the 4th Battalion AIF. His first taste of action occurred at 
Gallipoli, the Dardanelles, where he was Wounded In Action (WIA) on the 30th April 1915, just 5 
days after the historic Landing by the ANZACs. After recovering, he went back to the Gallipoli 
front line for another 3 ½ months. 
 
Unfortunately, on the 6th August, during the ANZAC Attack on Lone Pine, especially by the 4th 
Battalion, he was reported as “Missing In Action” (MIA).  
 
The Battle of Lone Pine has been described by C E W Bean as “…It would, however, only afford a 
front of 160 yards. It was estimated, indeed, that this and the two flanks taken together would 
not, when first captured, conveniently hold more than three infantry battalions. It was 
therefore arranged that three battalions – the 2nd, 3rd and 4th – should make the assault, and 
one – the 1st – act as reserve. The 3rd was to seize most of the deep central objective, the 4th 
and 2nd the northern and southern flanks respectively…In order that the first blow should be an 
exceedingly heavy one, three lines – each a company strong – were to be launched by each 
battalion simultaneously, one behind the other…” (1), and after the Battle, “…The chief losses 
were: …4th Bn. (went in with 20 officers , 722 other) 15 Officers and 459 Others (killed or 
wounded)…”(2). 
  
During a Military Inquiry some time later, Private L Holcombe, also of the 4th Battalion, gave 
evidence as an informant, that Private Thomas Sinclair was well known to him, and he was seen 
by him “…to have fallen in No Man’s Land from an enemy gunshot…”. The Inquiry found that he 
had been Killed In Action (KIA) on the 6th August 1915 in the Dardanelles, Turkey (as Gallipoli 
was known at the time), and his record adjusted accordingly. 
 
For his service, 687, Private Sinclair, Thomas was awarded the British War Medal on 4th March 
1921, and the Victory Medal on 11th August 1922, both being issued to his father. The Memorial 
Scroll was issued on 16th August 1921, and the Memorial Plaque on the 25th November 1921.   
 
Thomas Sinclair was the first Fairfield Soldier to die in the Great War. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One Pavers, is Column 5 Row Number 2. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 2 (Right Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 2 Number 5. 
 
(1)  Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-18, Vol II, The Story of ANZAC, by C E W 
Bean, 9th Edition, Angus and Robertson Ltd, 1940, pages 497-499. 
(2)  Official History ibid, page 566. 

1. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, SINCLAIR Thomas. 
2. Roll of Honour – Thomas Sinclair, Australian War Memorial, Panel 42. 



 



 

6th September 
 
Edgar Alec Soper was born in Lauraston, NSW, in April 1890, was raised as a Roman Catholic, 
and worked as a Labourer before enlisting. He lived with his brother, Francis Joseph Soper, in 
Fairfield Road, Fairfield. 
 
He enlisted at Liverpool, NSW, on the 2nd March 1915, and was assigned to the 19th Battalion 
AIF as 1306, Private Soper, E A. His first active service occurred at Gallipoli, after being 
appointed as a Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on the 16th August 1915. 
 
Officially, he received a “GSW. Thigh” (Gunshot Wound. Thigh) at ANZAC Base, Gallipoli. This 
was recorded on his Casualty Sheet as WIA 2nd September 1915, Gallipoli, Turkey. 
 
He was evacuated on H.S. Nile (Hospital Ship Nile), and Died of Wounds (DOW) on the 6th 
September, 1915, of Septacemia ( Sic should read Septicaemia). He had the dubious honour of 
being “Buried At Sea”, which is definitely not usual for soldiers on Hospital Ships, as the bodies 
were usually taken to the nearest port with a Commonwealth Cemetery. This would likely 
indicate that the rot and stench from the septicaemia must have been extremely noxious. 
 
Even though he was WIA and DOW, there is no record of any medals being awarded for him, 
however, his brother, Francis Joseph Soper, did receive the Memorial Plaque on the 20th 
September 1922, and the Memorial Scroll on the 28th September of the same year. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One Pavers, is Column 7 Row Number 2. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 2 (Right Hand side of the Gate) in 
Column 2 Number 10. 
 

1. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, SOPER, Edgar Alec. 
2. Roll of Honour -  Edgar Alec Soper, Australian War Memorial, Panel 90. 

 
 
 



 



 

26th November 
 
Lyle (Evered) Hodges, was born in Sydney, NSW in September 1892. He was christened as a 
Methodist, and was apprenticed to C Honemann of Fairfield, for 5 years to become a 
Blacksmith. He lived with his father, Walter Absolom Hodges of “Somerset” in Dursey Road, 
Fairfield. 
 
He enlisted in Sydney, NSW, on the 1st March 1915, and was assigned to the 19th Battalion AIF 
as 881, Private  Hodges, L.  
 
On the 29th October 1915, he was Wounded In Action (WIA) at Gallipoli with a “BSW L 
Hip/Spine” (Bulletshot Wound of the Left Hip and Spine). On the 7th of November, he was 
evacuated to Gibraltar (obviously more seriously wounded were evacuated between 29th 
October to 7th November)! 
 
Whilst at Gibraltar, Lyle Died Of Wounds (DOW) and was buried at the Gibraltar British 
Cemetery on the 26th November 1915. His body is located at Plot E, Grave 3194.  
 
For Lyle’s service, his father received his 1914-5 Star and the Victory Medal on the 26th May 
1923, the same day as the Memorial Scroll and Memorial Plaque.  
 
Lyle was the last Fairfield Soldier to give his life in 1915. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One Pavers, is Column 2 Row Number 3. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 1 (Left Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 2 Number 22. 
 

3.  National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, HODGES, L 881 
4.  Roll of Honour – Lyle HODGES, Australian War Memorial, Panel 88. 

 



 
 

 
  



 

Chapter 2 
1916 

 
The 20th December 1915 saw the successful completion of the Evacuation of ANZAC troops 
from Gallipoli, with hardly a casualty, mainly due to the superb ruses devised by Australian 
Troops, such a rifles set with cans having water dripping into them until they were heavy 
enough to fire the weapon, etc. It was too late for the three previously mentioned Fairfield 
Soldiers, but worse was to come. France and Belgium, more commonly known as the Western 
Front, with the hundreds of kilometres  of water-logged, filth and disease-ridden trenches, and 
mines. 
 
Battle-lines against the Germans extended from the western coast through Belgium and right 
across the top of France. Towns and villages literally disappeared through bombardments that 
the world had never seen before, and individual farms and houses became salient points of 
reference on maps. Small woods became the sites of major battles, and men died in their 
thousands to gain several yards (metres) of ground. 
 
Headlong charges with men in extended lines across No Man’s Land became the norm, even 
with both sides using Machine Guns to literally mow the men down. Often soldiers were 
ordered to unload their rifles before a charge, to ensure that they would have to use their 
bayonets against the enemy. (Australians regularly disobeyed this order, as they kept a “bullet 
up the spout, in case a bayoneted enemy stopped them withdrawing their bayonet, and they 
would fire one shot to literally blow the man off of the weapon”. Australian Officers saw the 
sense in this, and rarely disciplined the men for doing so!).  
 
Just as important were the Patrols of Section and Platoon Strength (10 or 30 men respectively), 
to gain information about the enemy positions, strengths, morale, etc, or to capture some 
enemy, or to ‘bomb and capture’ enemy trenches. The latter was extremely brutal hand-to-
hand combat after throwing several ‘bombs’, as hand-grenades were known in the Great War, 
into the enemy trench then jumping in to fight it out. 
 

3rd July 
 
Joseph White was born in August 1892, in Norfolk, England. He was brought up as a Methodist, 
and he decided to migrate to Australia, where he worked as a Labourer. He lived in Rawson 
Road, Fairfield, until he enlisted at Liverpool, NSW, on the 19th July 1915. Joseph’s father, 
Stephen White, and his mother Clara, still lived at South Bank, Wisbeck, Cambridgeshire, 
England, when he enlisted. 
 
3137, Private Joseph White, was posted to the 13th Battalion AIF. This Battalion was involved in 
many actions in France and Belgium, but not Joseph. 



 
 



 



 
His Service Documents are few in number, because 16 days before he had served just one year 
under the Colours of his Battalion, he contracted Cerebro-Spinal Menegitis, possibly from the 
filth and disease-ridden trenches that he served in. He was admitted to the 7th General 
Hospital, and died at 12.35 pm on the 3rd of July 1916 (this is the only case of a Fairfield 
Soldier’s exact time of death being recorded). 
 
It is almost certain that he did not participate in any battles because he was not awarded any 
medals. Also the 13th Battalion saw very few actions before mid to late July 1916. The Memorial 
Plaque and Scroll for service during The Great War were delivered to his home address in 
Rawson Road, Fairfield on the 15th March 1922, and signed for by an unknown person. 
 
He is buried in the St Omer Longuenesse Souvenir Cemetery in France. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
the World War One Pavers, is Column 8 Row Number 1. 
 
He is also commemorated in Bronze Plaque Number 2 (Right Hand side of the Gates) in Column 
2 Number 29. 
 

1. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, WHITE, J. 
2. Roll of Honour – Joseph White, Australian War Memorial, Panel 71. 

 

19th July 
 
Fred Gordon Blomfield was born in July 1892 at Parramatta, NSW, to Cecilia Blanche Blomfield. 
He was raised as a Church of England believer, and married his sweetheart, Elizabeth. Fred was 
a local Fairfield Fireman when he enlisted, and lived at “Gibraltar” in Delaware Street, Canley 
Vale. 
 
Fred enlisted at Holsworthy on the 18th October 1915. 4744, Private Fred Gordon Blomfield was 
originally posted to the 55th Battalion AIF, but was transferred in the field to the 53rd Battalion 
on the 30th May 1916. 
 
Fred was Charged with “Breach of March Discipline” on the 8th July 1916, probably for ‘Falling 
Out’ of the battalion’s line of march on the way to the front. He was ‘awarded’ 168 hours 
Number 2 Punishment (field pack marching exercise with weapon, during periods that the 
Battalion was ‘Standing Down’) on the 11th July. 168 hours equaled 7 full days of punishment 
during rest periods! This would have been completed on the 18th July. 
 
 



 
 
 
The following day, his Battalion was involved in a charge across No Man’s Land in the Battle of 
Fromelles, France. A man’s Battalion became his home, and his family, and there was no way 
that anything would get in the way of helping your family in times of conflict. He would have 
been exhausted from 7 days without sleep, and literally working 23 hours per day, with only 
one hour per day taken up as short breaks, from his punishment duty which ended the previous 
day, but he still charged with his mates in the 53rd Battalion. 
 
 



 



 
Unfortunately, 4744 Private Fred Gordon Blomfield was Killed In Action (KIA) in No Man’s Land 
in “France” on the 19th July 1916, as recorded in his Service Documents. This was to become 
known as the Battle of Fromelles by later writers, with more imagination, that a Battalion Clerk, 
only recording the Country in which he died. 
 
Of the Battle of Fromelles, begun with heavy bombardment of the 16th Bavarian R.I.R. near 
Sugar-loaf to suppress their fire, C E W Bean states “…at 5.55 ( 2 minutes after the 53rd 
Battalion went over the parapet) a machine-gun was heard firing from the direction of Sugar-
loaf…During the preliminary advance men on the right of these, including some of the Lewis 
gunners of the 53rd, becoming involved in some of the wire of the “300 yards” line, which had 
not been adequately cut, and afterwards running forward to escape shell-fire, lost formation. 
Part clambered over a breastwork lying in front; … Thus the 53rd Battalion…was at some 
disadvantage before the assault…” (3) 
 
His wife, Elizabeth, received Fred’s Victory Medal on the 24th February 1923. She also received 
his Memorial Scroll on the 6th October 1921, and his Memorial Plaque on the 19th September 
1922. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One, is Column 3 Row Number 4. (Please note that the producer of these pavers 
misspelt his name as “Bloomfirld”). 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 1 (Left Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column1 Number 14. 
 
(3)  Official History ibid, Vol III, pages 362 and 367-8. 
 

3. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, BLOMFIELD FG. 
4. Roll of Honour – Fred Gordon Blomfield, Australian War Memorial, Panel 156. 

 

20th July 
 
Not one, but two Fairfield Soldiers gave their lives on this day, both from the same part of 
Fairfield, who obviously knew each other due to the proximity of their homes, in what is now 
known as Yennora and Old Guildford. 
 
Richard Tuke was born in 1886 in Frizington, England. He had served in the Royal Field Artillery 
in England before migrating to Australia. He was a Labourer, while he lived in Veron Street, East 
Fairfield with his wife, Margaret Annie Tuke, and their son, William Alan Knaggs-Tuke. His wife 
and son later moved to Lackey Street, Fairfield, and finally to Hamilton Road, Fairfield. 
 



Richard was raised as a Church of England believer. He enlisted at Warwick Farm, NSW, on the 
16th August 1915, possibly just after William and Isabella White were notified of the death of 
their son, Thomas. It must be remembered that Fairfield was a very small town, and such bad 
news spread rapidly by gossip, and many men were moved to enlist by the loss of a friend or 
neighbour! 
 
3457, Private Richard Tuke was originally assigned to the 11th Reinforcements of the 4th 
Battalion AIF, and was later transferred to the 56th Battalion AIF in the field. His unit was serving 
in the Battle of Pozieres, France, when a German artillery round landed without exploding, 
behind them, on the 20th July 1916. The men thought it was a “dud” and ignored it, 
concentrating their attention to the front where the enemy were. 
 
Slowly, a yellow-greenish mist began filling their trench, and the men, including Richard, began 
coughing, wheezing and finding their eyes burning, while their throats and lungs felt like they 
had been dipped in acid. The Germans had commenced using ‘Mustard Gas’ (Chlorine, the basis 
of Hydrochloric Acid) shells in World War One, and Richard Tuke, husband and father from 
Fairfield in NSW, became one of the first Australian Soldiers to be Killed In Action (KIA) by this 
terrible weapon of war. He was definitely the first Fairfield Soldier to die of Gas Poisoning in the 
Great War. 
 
He was buried at Sailly-sur-la-Lys Cemetery in France in Plot 2, Row J, Grave Number 4. 
 
Margaret received Richard’s 1914-5 Star on the 9th September 1921, and his British War Medal 
and Victory Medal on the 20th November 1922. His Memorial Scroll arrived on the 10th October 
1921, and his Memorial Plaque on the 4th August 1922. 
 
Margaret was the first Fairfield War Widow to receive a Funeral Donation from the “Protestant 
Alliance Friendly Society of Australasia”. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One Pavers, is Column 9 Row Number 2. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 2 (Right Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 2 Number 19. 
 

1. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, TUKE, Richard. 
2. Roll of Honour – Richard Tuke, Australian War Memorial, Panel 163. 

 
 



 
 
 
Samuel Jude was born in Cambridgeshire, England in 1887. He was a Church of England 
believer, and a widower when he migrated to Australia, with one son, Samuel John Jude. He left 
his son in the care of Mrs J C Hare of Orchardleigh Street, Old Guildford, and enlisted at 
Holsworthy just 3 days after his neighbor Richard Tuke. On the 19th August 1915, 2866, Private 
Samuel Jude was posted to the 3rd Battalion AIF, showing his occupation as a Labourer. On the 
13th February 1916, he was posted to the 6th reinforcements for the 18th Battalion AIF. 
 
The 18th Battalion had fared very badly, but heroically in the Battle of the Somme in France, 
losing many officers and men, and reinforcements were required to make up their numbers. On 
the 14th May 1916, Samuel was Wounded In Action (WIA) with a “Bullet Wound – Skull”, which  



 
 



may have been the result of a German Sniper, and was admitted to hospital. As a result, Samuel 
Died Of Wounds (DOW) on the 20th July 1916, being the second Fairfield Soldier to die that day. 
 
His son, Samuel John Jude, received his father’s 1914-5 Star, British War Medal and Victory 
Medal on the 31st January 1923. The Memorial Plaque arrived 3 days later on the 3rd February, 
and the Memorial Scroll on the 6th February. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner of 
the World War One Pavers, is Column 4 Row Number 3. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 1 (Left Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 2 Number 28. 
 

3. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, JUDE Samuel. 
4. Roll of Honour – Samuel Jude, Australian War Memorial, Panel 37. 

 
 
 

25th July 
 
David Pheeney was born at Wolumla, NSW in 1886 as the second son of William and Sarah 
Pheeney. His older brother was William J Pheeney, and his younger brother was Richard 
Pheeney. Richard lived at Railway Parade, Fairfield NSW. By the end of the Great War, both of 
their parents were deceased. 
 
David was a 38 year old Police Constable serving at the No 4 Police Station, Sydney, when he 
enlisted at Sydney on the 22nd August 1914, shortly after the War broke out. He had previously 
served with the Militia in the NSW Garrison Artillery. 
 
211, Private David Pheeney was assigned to B Company, 2nd Battalion AIF. He had successfully 
landed at Gallipoli, but was evacuated on the 31st July 1915 with a severe ulcer to his leg. He 
returned to his Unit from hospital on the 16th September 1915 at Gallipoli, and was appointed 
as a Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on the 25th September. 
 
After the Evacuation of ANZAC on the 20th of December 1915, his Battalion moved to France. 
He was promoted to the rank of Corporal (Cpl), with a 3 month Probation Period on the 5th 
February 1916. Obviously due to his Police background in civilian life, he was appointed to the 
rank of Lance Sergeant to act as a Provost Sergeant for the Battalion. 
 
The Battalion saw service during several battles over the next 5 ½ months, until, at the Battle of 
Pozieres, David was Killed In Action (KIA) with a GSW – Abdomen (Gunshot Wound – Abdomen) 
on the 25th. He is buried at Puchvillers Cemetery, 7 ½ miles SSE of Doullens, France, in Plot 2, 
Row B, Grave 34. 



 

 



 
 
Although David wished all of his belongings to go to his younger brother, Richard, according to 
his Will made in the Field, the War Department had a policy of forwarding medals, etc, to the 
eldest male sibling. Therefore, William Pheeney received David’s 1914-5 Star, British War Medal 
and Victory Medal on the 30th September 1920. Also his Memorial Scroll on the 25th June 1921, 
and his Memorial Plaque on the 12th November 1921. William lived at Wyndham, NSW. Richard 
Pheeney did receive David’s personal items. 
 



It appears that there may have been another brother, as Grace Pheeney of Coopers Creek, 
Mullumbindy, NSW, claimed to have been David’s Sister-In-Law, as she also wrote to the War 
Office requesting some of David’s personal belongings. She may have been married to James 
Alfred Pheeney, 449, Trooper with the 7th Light Horse Regiment, who had been a dairy farmer 
on the family’s property at Wolumla before and after the War. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner of 
the World War One Pavers, is Column 1 Row Number 2. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 2 (Right Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 1 Number 26. 
 
13. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455 PHEENEY David. 
14. Roll of Honour – David Pheeney, Australian War Memorial, Panel 34. 
 

29th August 
 
Thomas Christopher John Weedon was born in May 1893 in New Inksey, Oxfordshire, England 
to Thomas J and Ada Mary Weedon. He had at least one younger brother, Herbert Harold 
Weeden, who went on to serve with the 30th Battalion AIF, as 785 Private H H Weedon, born in 
January 1895. 
 
The family migrated to Australia, and settled in Lackey Street, Fairfield, eventually moving to 
Clarence Street, Canley Vale. Thomas was a Labourer when he enlisted on the 27th October 
1914, at the age of 21 years and 5 months, at Liverpool, NSW. He was posted to C Company, 
13th Battalion AIF, and may have known Private Joseph White, of the same Battalion before his 
death. 
 
He was Wounded In Action (WIA) with a GSW – Arm (Gunshot Wound – Arm), at Gallipoli, 
treated and returned to duty. He was evacuated from Gallipoli on the 14th December 1915, and 
hospitalized until the 17th January 1916, recorded on his Army Record as “35 Days Absence 
from Duty”. 
 
It appears that he was treated for Venereal Disease during those 35 days, but where would he 
have contracted a sexually transmitted disease at Gallipoli? It was likely contracted beforehand 
in North Africa before the Landing at ANZAC Cove. During the Great War, Venereal Disease was 
classed as a ‘self-inflicted’ injury, as all of the men received training lectures about safe sex on 
the trip from Australia, and was therefore treated as Absent from Duty, rather than an illness. 
 
Back with his Battalion in France, Thomas was promoted to Temporary Corporal (T/Cpl) on the 
24th August. Five days later, on the 29th August 1916, Thomas was Killed In Action (KIA) at 
Mouquet Farm, France.  
 



 
 
CEW Bean describes part of the Battle of Mouquet Farm, as “…For the second time Point 73, 
after the capture by the 13th Battalion, had to be relinquished to the enemy. The two battalions 
were next day relieved, having lost in two days - …the 13th, 10 officers and 221 others…” (4). 
Thomas was one of those “…others…”. 
 
He is buried at Serre Road No 2 Cemetery, Plot 5, Row F, Grave 15 near Beaumont Hamel, 
France. 
 
His British War Medal was issued on the 6th May 1921, and his Victory Medal on the 12th of 
September 1922, respectively, to his father. His father also received Thomas’ Memorial Scroll 
on the 20th July 1921. His mother received his Memorial Plaque on the 20th March 1922. His 
mother also received a Funeral Donation from the “Protestant Alliance Friendly Society of 
Australasia”. 



 
Thomas was the last Fairfield Soldier to give his life in 1916. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One Pavers, is Column 6 Row Number 1. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 2 (Right Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 2 Number 27. 
 
(4)  Official History  ibid , Vol III, page 835. 
 
15. National Archives of Australia, Item details for: WEEDON Thomas Christopher John. 
16. Roll of Honour – Thomas Christopher John Weedon, Australian War Memorial, Panel 71.  
 
  



Chapter 3 
1917 

 
1916 was over, as were some of the bloodiest battles of World War One, such as the Somme, 
Pozieres and Fromelle. However, there were even bloodier battles to come, such as Bullecourt, 
Messines and Ypres. 
 
British and Commonwealth troops were employing their new ‘secret weapon’, the tank, and 
both sides were now using the deplorable weapon of war, gas. Gas shells could only be fired 
when the wind was blowing in the right direction, that is away from your friendly soldiers, 
towards the enemy. However, soldiers on both sides were now issued with gas-masks, which 
successfully filtered out the gas from throats and burning lungs, but limited the soldier’s vision 
in the case of attacking troops immediately following up the waves of gas. 
 
Of the thousands who died in 1917, only 5 Fairfield Soldiers gave their lives during the year. 
This chapter looks at those 5 heroic men who encapsulated the ANZAC Spirit born two years 
before at Gallipoli, and still survives for at least a century afterwards. 
 

27th February 
 
John Charles Campbell was born in Fairfield in January 1895 as the eldest child of John 
Campbell, of Fairfield Street, Fairfield, NSW. He had at least one sister, Mary Ellen Campbell, 
later of “Weliveer” Harris Street, Fairfield. John was a Carter when he enlisted on the 2nd 
February 1915 at Liverpool, NSW. 
 
504, Private John Charles Campbell was posted to the 19th Battalion AIF. John, like all enlistees, 
signed on for the period of the War plus 4 months, not knowing just how long that would be. 
He was raised as a Roman Catholic, and would have attended the local Fairfield Catholic 
Church. 
 
The 19th Battalion had seen service in some of bloodiest battles since 1915, and John had been 
there from the start. He must have been extremely lucky because he is first recorded as being 
wounded on the 4th of September 1916 at Pozieres. At first this was recorded as a “Shrapnel 
Wound”, but was later downgraded to GSW (Gunshot Wound) – Left Shoulder. He had lived 16 
months of charmed life! 
 
He returned to his Unit on the 20th January 1917 at Gueudecourt, France, but here, John’s 
‘charmed life’ would come to a dramatic end. Just 5 ½ weeks later, John’s Company of the 19th 
Battalion was ordered to reinforce the line at a small ‘bulge’ known as Malt Trench, near 
Warlencourt, France.  Malt Trench had been fought for over and over, with it constantly 
changing hands between the Australians and the Germans for weeks. 
 



 
 
On the 27th February 1917, during one such ‘contest’, John was Killed In Action (KIA), thus 
becoming Fairfield’s first Soldier to die in 1917. 
 
His Memorial Plaque was received by his mother on the 1st May 1922, and the Memorial Scroll 
on the 20th July of that year. She received his Victory Medal on the 18th January 1923. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One Pavers, is Column 5 Row Number 4. 
 



He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 1 (Left Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 1 Number 26. 
 
17. National Archives of Australia, Item detail for: B2455, CAMPBELL JC 
18.  Roll of Honour – John Charles Campbell, Australian War Memorial, Panel 88. 
 
 



 



 
 

11th April 
 
Frederick Warner was born in Rockhampton, Qld, in June 1889, with his sister, Ada Warner, 
recorded as his Next Of Kin (NOK), with a residence of S Mainsmith Chemist, Fairfield, NSW, on 
his enlistment documents dated the 20th September 1915. He was a labourer. 
 
He rose in rank with the 15th Battalion AIF, and was transferred as a Sergeant to the 4th 
Battalion AIF on the 25th December 1916. He survived ‘on the Line’ for a further 4 ½ months. 
 
On the 11th April 1917, during the First Battle of Bullecourt, 3893, Sergeant Frederick Warner 
was Killed In Action (KIA) in No Man’s Land whilst leading his platoon in a charge against the 
German lines just 50 metres distant.  
 
His sister, Ada Warner, received his 1914-5 Star and British War Medal on the 30th December 
1921. His Victory Medal arrived on the 19th February 1923. His Memorial Scroll was received on 
the 10th February 1922, and the Memorial Plaque on the 4th August 1922. 
 
His Paver reference in Honour Avenue War Memorial, Fairfield, from the bottom left corner for 
World War One Pavers, is Column 4 Row Number 1. 
 
He is also commemorated on the Bronze Plaque Number 2 (Right Hand side of the Gates) in 
Column 2 Number 22. 
 
19.  National Archives of Australia, Item details for: B2455, WARNER Frederick. 
20.  Roll of Honour – Frederick Warner, Australian War Memorial, Panel 144. 
 
 


