
JUNEE REEFS MEMORIAL HISTORY 

The proposal to erect a Memorial originated on 13th December 1920 from the Junee Reefs School Parents 

& Citizens Association lead by long standing Head Master Mr C.W. Middlebrook, Mr M.J. Nash & Mr A.E. 

Harris Hon President & Secretary respectively of the Junee Reefs Parents & Citizens Association and District 

residents to honour the Servicemen who had attended the School and paid the supreme sacrifice in the 

Great World War 1914-1919.  

Money was collected within the district by voluntary subscriptions The District was canvassed for 

donations to erect the Memorial. It was erected  in the Junee Reefs School Grounds approximately 300 

metres west of this present Hall site. The contract price was £200 (pound).  

The specifications of work and materials for the Memorial were:-   
The Pedestal was to be of Goulburn granite to be worked and polished as 
specified:- 

- The Bottom base was to consist of broken grey granite with fine 
axed chamfers to be from 2ft 10 inches to 3 feet across – 86- 
91cm 

- 2nd base to be fine axed and moulded with the four faces polished 
- Die for inscription to have 4 faces polished. Caps to be all fine 

axed and moulded. Inscription to contain names of the 13 fallen 
soldiers 

The total height of the pedestal to be about 5ft 9 inches – 1.75m 
This was surmounted by a life size Figure of an Australian soldier 
made of Italian marble and carved in Italy. The soldier was to be 5 
feet high – 1.5m and was to face the east. Total height of the 
monument was to be about 10ft 9 inches – 3.25m. The monument 
was prepared and erected by Turner and Sons, monumental masons of Goulburn. 

The following inscription was on the eastern face of the monument:- 

Erected by Junee Reefs Parents and Citizens’ Association and District Residents in loving memory of our 

fallen heroes who answered duty’s call in the great European War 1914-1919. They freely gave their all.’ 

 ‘A tribute of honor to brave boys who answered the Empire’s call and fought for us and liberty in the Great 

European War 1914-1919.’ 

At the base, on the southern side, is MJ Nash President.  

The monument was prepared and erected by Turner and Sons, monumental masons, of Goulburn. 

The Memorial to fallen soldier was unveiled on Sun 13th March 1921 at the Junee Reefs Public School by 

Mrs Middlebrook, wife of the late head teacher, Mr C.W. Middlebrook, who was Headmaster of the Junee 

Reefs  school for many years and was instrumental in having the memorial erected. Two Union Jacks were 

lowered to reveal the monument. Unveiling was arranged by Mr MJ Nash (president) Mr A Harris 

(secretary) and committee. 

When the school closed in 1945 the Lands Department wanted to dispose 

of the site. The Department suggested that Illabo Shire Council become 

trustees of the memorial and remove it. Council weren’t keen until they 

knew what the District wanted. Alternative suggestions were that the 

memorial be presented to the Junee RSL or the Ex-Services Memorial Club. 

The people of Junee Reefs called a Community meeting at which it was 

decided to keep the Memorial. After the School was dismounted, the lone 

digger stood guard over the peaceful countryside of Junee Reefs until 



2007. One night an exuberant partygoer decided to climb the memorial and in doing so snapped off the 

top section of the soldier’s gun  

Anzac Day Services were conducted by the School Community but ceased when the school closed. 

However they recommenced with the assistance of Junee RSL again in the 1960’s with the last service 

being conducted at the old site in 1974 by RSL bugler from Kapooka with about 4 soldiers & their guns.  

The Memorial was situated on Crown Land and the ground was 

maintained by the Council and help from the community. During his 

life, local resident and soldier, Mr Val Hancock took great pride in 

looking after the Memorial. His wish was that the memorial be 

repaired and the names of all those who fought from the District in 

WW1 & 11 and any other wars, be added. The Honour Rolls for the 

district were housed in the Junee Reefs Hall. The fence surrounding 

the monument was erected by the original Junee Reefs RSL at the 

time.  

In January 2006 Gladys & Robert Bak from Integrated Servicepeople’s Association of Australia (Inc) viewed 

the Junee Reefs Memorial and approached the Community with a view of providing assistance to have the 

memorial restored to a better condition and have the gold lettering enhanced. The Association held an 

interest in military history and with the philosophy of ‘keeping the spirit alive” considered the memorial at 

Junee Reefs needed to be maintained and kept for heritage purposes as a tribute to the fallen from the 

district of Junee Reefs.  

On Wednesday 15th February 2006 at the Junee Reefs Hall Committee AGM lead by Mr Ted Drum President 

and Mr George Brabin Secretary/Treasurer, it was decided to proceed with the upgrade of the Memorial 

and it was suggested that the War Memorial be moved from its lone position to take pride of place in front 

of the Junee Reefs-Ivor Hall. The Department of Veterans’ Affairs was contacted requesting approval and 

asking for a grant application assisting with this project. To be successful the proposed submission needed 

to show the support of the community and the local Junee Shire Council. 

Grants were received from Dept Veteran Affairs to restore the monument and have lettering regilded, but 

relocation was not funded. Monies for this came from donations from local residents, from various 

businesses and families of soldiers named on the monuments.  

The application for a grant under the “Saluting Their Service Programme’ from the Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs did not cover the relocation costs and the new concrete slab. To assist with the cost of 

this, the Hall Committee set out to seek public financial pledges, or even labour and/or materials from the 

community to assist with this stage of the project. This also displayed to the Government the support of 

the community with the project.   

Work commenced in 2007 when the community residents 

needed to clear area around memorial, check foundation base 

and remove fencing. At the same time a concrete slab needed 

to be prepared in the new location at the Hall grounds before 

the uplift and relocation of the memorial. A new flagpole was 

erected at the new site also. 



The soldier was removed by crane supplied by local Mr Tony Butt and taken to Wagga Wagga to be 

cleaned and restored. The pedestal laying on bales of hay on the back of a truck was transported to its 

present day site.  It was decided to erect another monument to include the 

names of WW 1 &11 soldiers and other conflicts who had 

enlisted from the District.  

 

 The names on the current memorial of the 

World War 1 veterans who were killed in action were 

updated along with the restoration itself. It was proposed that another area be made 

to include names of all who served from the area of Junee Reefs and surrounds, from World War 1 and 2 

and other conflicts. The lettering on the monument was completed by Kell & Denson Stonemasons of 

Tumut. 

An inscription on the new Memorial reads:- 

‘THIS MEMORIAL WAS MOVED FROM ITS ORIGINAL LOCATION 

TO THE PRESENT SITE DURING 2007. 

IT WAS UPGRADED AND RESTORED FOR THE DISTRICT’S 

HERITAGE IN HONOUIR OF THOSE MEN AND WOMEN ON 
THE HONOUR ROLLS WHO ENLISTED FROM THIS DISTRICT 

AND SERVED THEIR COUNTRY. 

 

OUR APPRECIATION TO THE FOLLOWING PARTIES WHO MADE THIS 

PROJECT POSSIBLE: 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

RESIDENTS OF JUNEE REEFS COMMUNITY 

JUNEE SHIRE COUNCIL 

INTEGRATED SERVICEPEOPLE’S ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 

 

The  rededication and blessing of 

the new Honour Roll Memorial took 

place  in a ceremony on ANZAC Day 

2008. The service was conducted by Kapooka army chaplain Charles 

Witton along with members of the Junee RSL Sub-Branch. ANZAC Day 

Services have been held with the assistance of Junee RSL Sub-Branch at 

this site ever since.  



The Junee Reefs Community with the assistance of the Integrated Servicepeople’s 

Association of Australia, are proud to have kept the military history and the 

philosophy of ‘keeping the spirit alive’ by 

maintaining the Memorial for heritage purposes as 

a tribute to the fallen and to all who served from 

the district and this has been appreciated by the 

current families living in the area for future 

generations, the veteran community and perhaps 

the odd visitor to the 

area.  

 

 

 

 

 


