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A Note from the Principal’s Desk
Ever found yourself speaking and then realizing how much you sound like your own 
parents? One of the well-worn phrases is, “If you don’t have anything nice to say then 
don’t say anything at all.” - An old proverb, and yet one that is still as relevant 
today as ever.  A significant aspect of our vision at SPCC is to 
see our students develop lives of character and to be leaders in 
their community.  The way we speak is a vitally important part 
of this. In a society that too often seeks to tear down rather 
than build up, and often sees social media used as a venting 
forum rather than one of encouragement, the message of 
having something nice to say or not at all seems to be lost.
 
In fact the Bible has a lot to say about how we use our words. 
Here are just a few helpful examples:

Kind words are like honey—sweet to the soul and healthy for the 
body. (Proverbs 16:24)

Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good 
and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those 
who hear them. (Ephesians 4:29)

Watch your words and hold your tongue; you’ll save yourself a lot of grief. (Proverbs 21:23) 

Kind words, encouraging words, helpful words don’t cost anything and are an 
important way that we can show a life of character.  As we seek to be an example 
into our communities, the way we use our words is a simple practical way we can 
do this; especially when using social media. So the next time you are tempted to 
vent, or even like that post – take a moment to think, will this be helpful, will this 
reveal a heart of love and kindness.
 
As a community let’s set an example for others in the way we speak and the words 
we use.
 
I look forward to seeing you at our Colour Run and Piartsa over the coming weeks!

Mr Darren Cox          
College Principal

Mr Darren Cox 
College Principal



PARENT NEWSLETTER       TERM 4      WEEK 2

10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba      (02) 4007 5000      cessnock@spcc.nsw.edu.au 2

    Term 4 2017 
    Weekly Calendar

Term 4, 2017  - 9th October 2017 - 6th December 2017

Term 1, 2018  - 30th* January 2018 - 13th April 2018

Term 2, 2018  - 30th April 2018 - 29th June 2018

Term 3, 2018  - 23rd July 2018 - 28th September 2018

Term 4, 2018  - 15th October 2018 - 5th December 2018

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Term 4 23 24 25 26 27

Week 3

HSC Exams
3W Young at Heart 
Excursion
Middle School Amazing Me 
Seminar

HSC Exams HSC Exams
Kinder Orientation Day 1
Year 11 Art Excursion

HSC Exams
Science and Engineering 
Day
Sydney Academy of Sport 
and Recreation Camp
Burn Bright Student 
Leadership Event

HSC Exams
Sydney Academy of Sport 
and Recreation Camp
Whole School Colour Run

30 31 1 2 3

Week 4

HSC Exams
2H Young at Heart 
Excursion
Year 11 Tourism Excursion

HSC Exams
Prep Orientation Day 1

HSC Exams
Prep Orientation Day 1

HSC Exams
Year 6 Service Project

HSC Exams
Reg Kelly Cup (Year 5 & 6)

6 7 8 9 10

Week 5

HSC Exams
Middle and Senior School 
SRC Leadership 
Conference
4T Young at Heart 
Excursion

HSC Exams
Prep Orientation Day 2

Prep Orientation Day 2
HRIS Primary Touch Football
Middle School Orientation 
Day

PIARTSA
NRL League Tag Gala Day

Year 3 Sleep Over

13 14 15 16 17

Week 6

Year 7-10 Yearly Exams
1C Young at Heart 
Excursion

Year 7-10 Yearly Exams
Kinder Orientation Day 1
Year 11 Art Excursion

Year 7-10 Yearly Exams
Kinder Orientation Day 2
Student Leadership Day
Year 6 Service Project
Year 11 Tourism Excursion 
to HV Visitors Centre

Year 7-10 Yearly Exams
Year 4 Big Day Out
Year 12 Formal

20 21 22 23 24

Week 7

Year 11 Work Placement
KK Young at Heart 
Excursion

Year 11 Work Placement
Year 4 Graduation 
Assembly

Year 11 Work Placement
JACG Student Leadership 
Day

Year 11 Work Placement Year 11 Work Placement
Year 8 Wet n’ Wild Day
Newcastle Primary 
Hockey Gala Day

2017
2018

* Prep (Wed/Thur), Kindergarten and Year 7 will be starting Term 1, 2018 on Wednesday 31 January 2018. Prep (Mon/Tue) will begin on Monday 5 February 2018.
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Deputy 
Message

Service Learning
Over the holidays we had over 60 students and staff travel to India and Cambodia on Service Learning Trips. 
Our students were great ambassadors for the College in their attitude, hard work and servant hearts. For 
all the details of this amazing experience I encourage you to read the articles in the later sections of this 
newsletter.

What I would like to do in this article is answer the question, why? Why would we bother 
spending our money, time, energy and resources going on a Service Learning Trip in the 
holidays? 

At the beginning of the year, as we began to plan this trip, we had a number of outcomes, all 
of which we achieved to varying degrees for each student.  There were three main targets; 
the Head (awareness), the Heart (empathy) and the Hands (humility). 

The Head: Awareness
By embarking on these trips our students began to appreciate the needs of others. As they 
explored a foreign third-world country they gained a better understanding of their place 
within the world. Each night they debriefed and reflected on the day and during that time 
our students developed a growing sense of gratitude, contentment and hope.
 
The Heart: Empathy
One of the valuable opportunities they had was to be able to imagine themselves in the lives of others. Even 
if only for a few days, they were able to walk in their shoes, to live in their homes, to eat their food and to 
join them at school.  This experience not only helped them to appreciate how different their lives are but also 
motivated them to actively engage in living their lives for others. 
 
The Hands: Humility
Our visit also taught them about the importance of working collaboratively, to willingly serve others with no 
expectation of personal gain. Our students began to recognise the contribution they can make to the lives of 
others through the use of their strengths, gifts, resources and knowledge. 

There are some really important lessons in life that cannot be learned in the class room but only come 
through being taken out of your comfort zone and seeing it, living it and breathing it for yourself. The learning 
that took place during the Cambodia and India trips was this kind of unique lesson. My hope and prayer is 
that they all returned with a deeper understanding of our school’s core Christian belief: that life is most 
fulfilling when it is lived in the service of others. 

Mr Martin Telfer
Deputy Principal

Mr Martin Telfer 
Deputy Principal
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Prep

experiences that have helped 
these Prep students grow, 
encouraged their thinking, 
developed their skills and 
prepared them for their 

kindergarten journey.

Mrs Schillert
Prep Teacher
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Junior School
 21

23

SPCC Ticks the Boxes
A recent research article outlined the top 5 things that are important to a parent 
when choosing a school.  They are;

• Good teachers
• Supportive and caring environment
• Great facilities
• Educational excellence
• Reinforcement of moral values

Junior School has these qualities and many more.  In fact, I am not the only one who 
thinks so.  

I often receive emails from parents passing on their appreciation for what the 
teachers do and for how the school has changed their child.  Nothing delights me 
more when I read these emails.  

Parents at enrolment time regularly tell me that they have decided to come to our 
college because of the good reputation our school has in town and for the positive 
things that existing parents have told them.

A staff member spoke to me this week (after working at a few other schools) and 
said that we have something special going on at SPCC and our school culture is the 
best that they have ever experienced.  

What is it that makes this place so special?  I believe it is because of a few things.

1.  We believe in loving God and loving others.

2.  Our teachers see their position as something more than a job.  They continually 
go above and beyond to provide the best learning opportunities and experiences for 
students.  They value each child and strive to bring out the best in each one.

3.  We have supportive families who value the partnership we share in the education 
of their child.  So many families generously give of their time and assist in the learning 
zones and at various events.  

4.  We have an excellent body of students who strive to do their best and maintain a 
safe and happy learning environment.

What a joy it is to be part of Junior School.  Yes, we have our challenges and yes, some 
poor choices are made that lead to consequences, but overall, our school is awesome.  
Let’s continue to go To Infinity and Beyond!  

Mrs Margaret Pond
Head of Junior School

25

3W Young at Heart 
Excursion   
23 October 2017

Kindergraten Orientation 
Day 1   
25 October 2017

Colour Run   
27 October 2017 

2H Young at Heart 
Excursion   
30 October 2017

Prep Orientation Day 1 
(Mon/ Tue students)  
31 October 2017

Prep Orientation Day 1 
(Wed/Thu students)  
1 November 2017

Year 3 Camp   
3-4 November 2017

4T Young at Heart 
Excursion   
6 November 2017
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Junior School

Learning Zone of the Week - Year 1
Year One have become “Enviro-Detectives” 
throughout the course of the year.

In Semester One we learned about rubbish, recycling and 
repurposing used items.  This semester we have been 
investigating sky changes, landscape changes, and the 
impact people have on the natural environment.

As part of our “Enviro-Detective” work, Year 1 took 
part in a controlled experiment, documenting the 
changes in the sky through taking photos on iPads at 
the same times each day over the course of six weeks. 
Next, the students created iMovies in their STEAM 
groups, which demonstrated the different elements and 
glorious colours of the sky God created.  They even 
had a surprise visitor “Sir Joseph Banks” – (a botanist 
from the 1700s) that Year 1 has been learning about.  He 
loved drawing landscapes with natural flora and fauna 
and came to watch their finished iMovies. The students 
produced some amazing iMovie presentations.  They 
included background music and sound effects to reflect 
the emotions they felt towards the natural sky and 
landscapes captured.  This allowed their special guest to 
engage with the photos.

This term, Year 1 will be learning about different sources 
of light and sound and how people encounter these in 
their daily lives. They will also be discovering different 
cultures around the world and how people interact 
with and care for places in different countries. This will 
provide opportunities for students to investigate the 
different aspects of light and sound, and how these are 
utilised in different countries and cultures. 

Miss Cooke, Mrs Simpson and Miss Phillips
Year 1 Teachers
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Middle School
Welcome to Term 4
We hope that you had a restful holiday, because we are going to need it for the big term 
we have ahead! Once again it is jam-packed in Middle School, with lots of fun activities in 
the midst of all the learning.

Already we have had our DisGLO.  We have the Amazing Me seminar for Years 5 & 6, the 
Year 6 Service Projects continue at Hope Valley and a Leadership Conference for our 
secondary students occurs in Week 5.  We also have our Orientation Day for our current 
Year 6 students and all of our students joining us in 2018.  We will be welcoming our Year 4 
students into Middle School, who will be buddying up with our current Year 7s. Year 6 get a 
special dinner to signify the end of their primary school journey. We have another exciting 
Rewards Day coming up at the end of the term and Year 8 get their ‘Rite of Passage’ with 
their excursion to Wet & Wild. 

I encourage our students to seek ways they can get involved this term! There are plenty of 
opportunities to do so. Be sure to keep an eye out in the newsletter and check your emails 
so that you aren’t missing out on any of it. 

Miss Sarah Hopkins
Assistant Head of Middle School

Beyond Awards 
We have continued to be able to recognise our amazing students with Beyond Awards this 
term. These are presented to students who have been nominated for going beyond what 
is expected of them. This may be to their friendships, supporting others, extracurricular 
activities or their studies. 

Patrick Sands & Noah Calderwood for going above and beyond in their Science task.

Kasey Preston & Charlotte Flynn for staying back to help a teacher at lunch.

Kathryn Bragg, Allika Lotter, Isaac Dever, Sam Peacock, Hudson Smith, Charlotte Payne, Boston Browne, 

Nicholas Hughes, Elih Humble, Aliyana Pratt and Parker Rolff for being such a great buddy to our Korean 

Visitors.

Joel Buettel for another fantastic achievement in his Go Kart racing.

Colin Craft & Eden Schreiber for staying back to help a teacher at lunch.

 Jack Hardidge & Aiden Phillip for looking out for a teacher.

Kendall Alcorn for looking out for a teacher.

Micaiah Field for her achievements in the National Gymnastics Competition.

Hamish Roy for looking out for his friends.

Audrey Alexander Lacey for being kind to her class mates.

Cambodia Service Trip for their work at the orphanage. 

23

26
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Amazing Me Seminar 
23 October 2017

Science and Engineering 
Day   
26 October 2017

Sport and Recreation 
Camp    
26-27 October 2017

Colour Run   
27 October 2017

Year 6 Service Project 
2 November 2017

Reg Kelly Cup - Year 5 & 6 
3 November 2017

SRC Leadership 
Conference   
6 November 2017

MS Orientation Day 
8 November 2017

PIARTSA   
9 November 2017
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Middle School
Year 6 Service Project at Hope Valley
This is living now!!! Over Term 3 and 4, all Year 6 classes are visiting Hope Valley Church as part of our Service Project this 
year. 6E was the first to go and we did lots of fun activities; preparing for the kids summit, worship, baking and lots more. We 
all enjoyed working together to help our community. We practised being leaders by singing in worship. We all loved seeing 
everyone come together to praise God. We sang songs like Victory and This is Living. We had so much fun. We learned a lot 
from this experience, such as helping others in our community. 1 Peter 4:10 says: Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

Layla Schillert and Emily Northey
Year 6 Students

Well Done, Micaiah!
The competition day was finally here. I was so excited for this day to come.  At four o’clock in the 
morning my mum and I left to go to the airport setting off to Melbourne. I was heading to Nationals 
for Trampolining.  I competed in Level 4 and came 4th out of 88 competitors. It was such a fun day 
and I love the feeling I get when competing.  

Student Voice - with our Middle School Leaders
Each year, around 25 students go to Cambodia on a service trip. I believe that this is an amazing way to get students to 
serve one another, build community, strive for excellence and do what is right. This year, 30 Year 8 students and 1 Year 9 
student went to Cambodia, including myself. It was an amazing experience that I am sure will leave every student who went 
wishing to come again. In Cambodia we served one another by sanding and painting 9 rooms within 2 days. It was exhausting 
but we did it and we were all very proud! We built community by building relationships with many of the gorgeous orphans, 
and building better relationships with each other. We strived for excellence by donating many toys, clothes, school supplies 
and health supplies, and finally we did what was right in everything we did. Whether it was painting the 9 classrooms, 
donating goods or even being a friend that they can remember and hold on to. Over all I believe that this was an amazing 
opportunity and I would recommend this to every future Year 8 student, or to anyone and everyone I know. So look out 
and don’t waste this opportunity! 

Gabrielle Miller
Year 8 Middle School Leader

Meet the Teacher - Mr Clanfield (7B Pastoral Care)
Why did you want to become a teacher?
I wanted to become a teacher because I love my subject, Music, and I love teaching young people – teaching 
seemed like a good combination of both those things. When I was in school I had an incredible Music teacher who 
I looked up to. He inspired me and encouraged me and I wanted to do the same thing with my students. I have a 
passion for music and that is something I want to share.

What is your secret talent/super power?
A secret talent I have is being a coffee snob. At the moment my coffee of choice is Soy Latte… if ever you want to be on my good side… get 
me a coffee (must be a good coffee)

Husdon Smith
Year 8 Middle School Leader
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Middle School

Year 8 Service Learning Trip- Cambodia
On 20th September, five brave teachers took 31 students on a service 
learning trip to Cambodia. We had the opportunity to serve the staff 
and students at Wat Preah Yesu School in Siem Reap by painting nine 
classrooms in only 3 days. We also had the opportunity to see some 
of the sites during our time there, in both Siem Reap and Phnom Penh 
as well as time for some relaxation in Sihanoukville. The students were 
amazing and made the most of every opportunity that came their 
way. Below are some of the student’s experiences of their time in 
Cambodia.

Mrs Charissa Foster
Stage Leader

During our time in Cambodia we went to so many wonderful 
places but my favourite was Siem Reap. While at Siem Reap we got 
to spend time with the wonderful orphan kids at Wat Preah Yesu 
school/ orphanage.  On our first day working at the orphanage we 
were sanding the 9 rooms that we were later going to paint. It was 
extremely hot, it may have only been 20 degrees but it felt like 50. Just 
as we were wrapping up work for the day it started pouring down 
rain, before we knew it we were all swimming in a nearby dam. While 
it was still raining all the orphan kids joined in for shoulder wars and 
throwing whatever they could get their hands on at each other . The 
temples were pretty cool, my personal favorites were Bayon, a temple 
with 216 faces and little passageways beneath the initial temple that 
were lots of fun to explore. We also visited Angkor Wat as well as 
Angkor Tohm. We also got the opportunity to go to the night markets 
while we were in Siem Reap which was heaps of fun bartering and 
seeing who got the best deal and who got ripped off. I would 100% 
recommend this experience if you get the chance. It is truly a once in 
a lifetime opportunity. 

Krystal Porteus
Year 8 Student 

“I would definitely recommend this trip to others it is a life changing 
opportunity, it’s something you remember for the rest of your life. It will be 
the best $3000 dollars your family will ever spend.” 
– Tom Page

“It was so amazing and we learnt a lot, especially about how we don’t need 
things to make us happy, we went over there and saw kids who had almost 
nothing and to see how happy they were with what they did have was so 
eye-opening because it is something that people here can learn a lot from.” 
- Mikaylah Dearin
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Middle School

	

	
	
Thursday	12th	October	2017	
	
	
Dear	Parents,	
	
	
This	 year,	 St	 Philips	 Christian	 College	 will	 be	 holding	 the	 ‘AMAZING	 ME’	 education	
seminars	 about	 ‘The	 Facts	 of	 Life’	 to	 support	 our	 school	 community.	 The	 program	
will	be	held	on	Wednesday	the	25th	of	October	and	aims	to	provide	information	
to	children	in	the	important	area	of	personal	development.	Whilst	not	compulsory,	it	
is	highly	recommended	that	all	parents	take	up	this	opportunity	even	if	your	child	is	
nervous	or	embarrassed,	or	would	prefer	not	to	attend.		
	
	
Our	 AMAZING	 ME	 educator	 will	 be	 Rowena	 Thomas.	 Rowena	 is	 a	 teacher	 and	 a	
christian	 who	 has	 had	 over	 20	 years	 experience	 in	 this	 area.	 Rowena’s	 talks	 are	
always	lively	and	informative.	
	
	
The	 talk	will	 focus	on	 the	difference	between	girls	and	boy’s	bodies,	 reproduction,	
birth	 and	 Puberty	 and	 is	 for	 Years	 5	 and	 6	 and	 their	 carers.	 All	 presentations	 are	
given	in	an	age	appropriate	manner.	
	
	
Children	 must	 be	 accompanied	 by	 one	 of	 their	 parents	 as	 the	 evening	 seeks	 to	
encourage	parent	and	child	discussion.		The	presentation	will	be	held	in	the	E2	Hall	
from	 6:30pm.	 Due	 to	 the	 significance	 of	 this	 topic,	 the	 College	 has	 committed	 to	
covering	the	costs	for	the	evening.	However,	please	contact	the	Middle	School	Office	
to	book	your	place	by	Monday	23rd	October.		
	
	
Kind	Regards,	
	
	

	
Head	of	Middle	School	
	

..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………	The Facts of Life for Primary 

Kids 
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..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………	The Facts of Life for Primary 

Kids 

“If anyone in Year Seven and under was thinking of going I most certainly 
recommend it, you’ll remember every little detail of it from eating a 
spider to bartering at the markets.” 
– Indiana Anderson

“I would absolutely recommend going on this trip because of the vastly 
different culture, and amazing experiences that you get to have while 
away. I will forever remember this trip and would love to do it again if 
the opportunity arises.” 
– Zoe Holman
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Amazing India
After so long in the planning, our Senior 
School service trip to India finally got under 
way on 20 September.  While we felt well 
prepared we soon discovered that the frantic 
pace, colour, sound and joy that is India is 
almost impossible to fully prepare for. 

As I reflect on the trip I feel immense pride 
in our students, for not only how they 
represented themselves and their school, but also for the way they embraced the 
experience and a result grew in their own self-confidence and personal resilience.

Our time at Paramjyoti School was extraordinary with students from both schools 
connecting well and able to learn from each other during the week together.  It is a 
relationship we will look to build and strengthen in the coming years.

I want to thank all the parents that invested their money and their trust in us and 
supported their children as they embarked on this trip.  I firmly believe that through 
this rich cultural experience our students have a greater sense of their privileged 
place in this world, and as a result are more able to use it to be of service to others.

Senior School 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

HSC Exams   
16 Oct - 7 Nov 2017

Year 11 Maitland Art 
Gallery Excursion  
25 October 2017

Burn Bright Student 
Leadership Event  
26 October 2017

Yr 11 Sport & Rec VET 
Students on Yr 6 Sport & 
Recreation Camp  
26-27 October 2017

Colour Run   
27 October 2017

Year 11 Tourism Excursion 
30 October 2017

SRC Leadership 
Conference   
6 November 2017

PIARTSA   
9 November 2017
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“It is an incredible opportunity 
to meet so many amazing 
people, be able to serve others, 
and be challenged as you travel 
and experience the vibrant 
Indian culture.” 
– Corryn

“India was so much fun and it was the 
best experience. Some of my favourite 
memories were going to the Taj Mahal 
and going to the school in Amalapuram. 
I would definitely go back again.” -  Amy

“Every moment of the India trip took my breath away. 
The highlight of the trip for most of us was definitely 
the bonfire night. I loved getting to know the children 
and their culture. We got to experience a little bit 
of everything in their everyday lives – sport, games, 
preparing meals, eating, and the famous Bollywood 
dancing. We grew closer to the children and the locals 
and closer as a team.” – Madeleine
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Senior School 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

STS Young Endeavour - an adventure of a lifetime
 My journey on STS Young Endeavour was both my greatest challenge and my greatest adventure. My voyage (13/17) 
began from HMAS Morton in Brisbane with 24 other Youth Crew (aged from 16-24) from all over Australia and New 
Zealand.  Our journey began in inclement weather and rough seas as we headed to our first destination, Tangalooma 
Island. On our first day we got to know all the crew as well as the staff and a little of each crew member’s 
background and what had brought them to the Young Endeavour.  For myself it was something I had worked towards 
for many years. I have come from a Navy background and have progressed through the ranks of Navy Cadets at TS 
Tobruk Newcastle for the past 4 years, my end goal is to be a Navigator in the Navy.  During our 11 day voyage we 
visited many ports and learnt so much about ourselves, the importance of good leadership and being part of a team.  

On day one our first watches for each of the three groups began.  I was in ‘white 
watch’ and we had to keep watch while sailing during the hours of midnight to 
4am (Guts Watch as we call it in the Navy). During this watch, we learnt to set 
and furl (roll up the sail), sail the ship and some basic naval terms. Through the 
voyage we all learnt as a crew how to climb aloft or up the masts of the ship, 
how to tie knots, how to cook, how to have 90 second showers and yes I said 90 
second showers and most importantly how to tack. As a crew we learnt to work 
hard and band together and support each other in order to overcome challenges 
and to get the job done while living in communal harmony. 

On Day 9 we arrived in Palm Beach and anchored off the shore-line as we had done at a 
few of the Ports.  After breakfast we had ‘morning brief’ which included Salty’s explanation 
and practical demonstration of the origin of the nautical expression ‘Son of a Gun”. That 
was followed by a snappy ‘happy half-hour’, and then we all swam ashore before our hike 
to Barrenjoey Lighthouse. Once we returned it was the Youth Crews chance to take over 
command of the ship for ”Command Day”.  We quickly voted in the crew and a ceremony 
was held where Captain Mike handed over his Captaincy to Captain Sean giving him the 
Captain’s hat and spyglass.  After this, the crew leaders, Captain Sean, Navigator Joseph, myself 
- Sailmaster Lachlan and three Deck Officers; Ellie, Sam and Anton, plotted our course and 
plan of action in order to get us safely back to Newcastle. I was honoured to be voted in as 
Sailmaster Lachlan and I had the privilege of quickly obtaining the extra skills and knowledge to 
sail this fine vessel from Sailmaster Evan before taking to my position. Our journey to Stockton 
was without incident and we were very proud of our achievement, as was Captain Mike and 
the staff.  

“Living with 22 people for almost 2 weeks can be 
taxing, but our students were such a blessing and 
watching them mature and serve the Indian children 
was the highlight of my trip. They are an amazing 
group of young people who gave so much love and 
joy to a community that in turn blessed them in a way 
that words will never be able to express. Can’t wait for 
next year!” 
- Mrs Waights (aka Mum)
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Senior School 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

We experienced many adventures during the voyage and visited Byron Bay, Seal Rocks, Broughton Island and 
Palm Beach, Stockton Beach and our final destination, my home Port of Newcastle where we picked up some 
very special passengers “Leapfrog Disabilities Group”.  This was our chance to give back to the community and to 
share the knowledge and skills we had learnt during our journey with others. Day 11 for me was met with mixed 
feelings, I was both excited and sad.  Sad as it was my last day at sea with my new friends (family) and the awesome 
staff and the life I love, “being at sea”.  It was also my 17th birthday and what a way to celebrate sailing into the 
harbour on the mast with my shipmates singing happy birthday as we neared our berth to see 
waiting family with welcoming signs and friends along with Newcastle Councillors and media.

I am now working towards my goal of entering the Navy and also becoming a Young 
Endeavour Ambassador. I encourage all youth to apply for a berth on the Young Endeavour 
as it is a true experience of personal growth and adventure and one you will never forget.  
Applications are now being accepted from individuals and sponsors for 2018 voyages.  The 
system is a ballot but well worth the wait to apply:  www.youngendeavour.gov.au

Lachlan Cooper
Year 11 Student

Vocational Education & Training (VET)
In week 9 of last term, our Yr 11 VET students attended their first block of work placement at various work places 
throughout the Hunter Valley. Each student had the opportunity to display the skills they have learnt in class and 
were able to experience new skills “on the job”. The students had a wonderful time, some of them being offered 
jobs in their area of training.

We highly value the employers who take the time to host our students, partner with SPCC Cessnock and invest 
their time into the students’ skill development. We wish to thank:

Cypress Lakes    Bimbadgen Estate

Hunter Water Board   Spectrum Hire

Federal Hotel Branxton  Cessnock Hotel

Hunter Valley Visitor’s Centre Crowne Plaza

Battery World Heatherbrae  Marshall Scott Surveying

North Constructions   Hunter Water Board

Joy Global    iTravel Cessnock 

Cessnock Leagues Club  Tame That Computer

Mecure Hunter Valley Gardens Oaks Blue Pacific Resort 

Peterson’s Champagne House Taste of the Country

Cessnock Leagues Club  Royal Oak Hotel

Imagine Port Stephens  WesTrac

Calvary Care Cessnock

http://www.youngendeavour.gov.au
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Sport News 
Term 4 Sporting Events Calendar

Term Week Date Event Venue
4 3 23 October U/15’s AFL 9’s Trials and Training 

4 3 23 October Hunter Schools T20 Gala Day 2

4 3 26-27 October Yr 6 Sport and Rec Camp wth Yr 11 VET Sport and Rec Narrabeen

4 4 30 October U/15’s AFL 9’s Trials and Training

4 4 03 November Reg Kelly Cup Cricket (Yr 5 & 6) v Rutherford SPCC Cessnock

4 5 06 November U/15’s AFL 9’s Trials and Training

4 5 08 November HRIS Primary Touch Football

4 5 09 November League Tag Primary Gala Day

4 6 13 November U/15’s AFL 9’s Trials and Training

4 7 20 November U/15’s AFL 9’s Trials and Training

4 7 24 November ALF 9’s Classic U/15’s Boys and Girls

4 7 24 November Newcastle Primary Hockey Gala

4 7 24 November U/15’s AFL 9’s School Challenge - Sydney

4 8 2-3 December Primary National Athletics Adelaide

House Sports
Lunch time sporting competitions: 
Our lunchtime house sport competition starts soon with Super 8’s Cricket
JUNIOR SCHOOL – Tuesday and Friday JS lunch time
PRIMARY COMPETITION – Wednesday lunch
SECONDARY COMPETITION – Thursday lunch

For all lunchtime sporting details see your house captains or the sports noticeboard outside of the S1 PE staffroom.

7-10 Weekly Sport
Principal’s Cup for Term 4 will be Touch Football. 
We are now asking for nominations from Year 5 and 6 to represent our College at the HRIS gala as well as 
Principal’s Cup. See Mr Gardner to put your name down for either the boys or the girls team.

SPCC Team Trials and Training
It is Touch Football season and we will have a number of games in Principal’s Cup and HRIS Gala days this term. 
Nominations are now open to all students who are interested in representing our College. We will have both boys 
and girls teams for Year 5 & 6 as well as U/15’s.

NB: Principal’s Cup matches to be added to calendar and Reg Kelly Cup Cricket matches once they are confirmed.

HRIS trials are a nomination process and you need to express your interest with Mr. Gardner so he can nominate you for HRIS 
trials. No nomination, no trial, so be sure to email or go and see Mr Gardner if you would like to be considered to trial.
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Sport News 
Saints Training Squads
With the excitement of the Sport Centre coming in 2018 and the opportunities for health, vitality and fitness 
programs for all staff and with the warmer weather upon us, I am excited to announce that we are launching 
the ‘Saints Run Club’ and ‘Saints Swim Club.’
 
What is the Saints Run club and Saints Swim club? Well I am glad you asked. It is an opportunity to participate 
in exercise programs that will be designed to help you achieve your goals. The exercise and training will be 
tailored to your fitness level and enable anyone to join in and be a part of this great initiative.
 
Exercise is a great way to increase your concentration levels and improve your wellbeing and with the 
beautiful property we have been blessed with, what a great way to enjoy the morning before we are blessed to 
teach.
 
When: All of Term 4
Tuesday and Thursday morning – Saints Run squad (at School meeting on Court 2)
Wednesday and Friday morning – Saints Swim Squad (Cessnock Pool)
 
Time: 7am to 7:45am
 We are opening this to our students of all ages and years. Students started in week 2. If you are interested, 
then please let me know so we can work through the training programs we will design for each session (we 
will be running in the AM at 7).
 
Looking forward to having you come along and join us for our Saints training and exercising.

Sporting Results
PSSA Athletics:
Jayden Gontier will represent our College at the NSW PSSA Athletics carnival today. Jayden 
will be throwing the Shot Put in the 11 years boys. All the best Jayden, we know you will do 
us all proud.

All Schools Athletics:
Ben James competed at the All Schools Athletics carnival last weekend. Ben competed at the 
four-day carnival in a number of events including High Jump, Long Jump, Triple jump, Discus 
and Javelin. Ben came 7th in High Jump just missing the jump to equal his personal best at 
1.90m. He also jumped well in triple and long jump coming 4th in both. Ben also competed 
in discus and placed 7th and 9th in javelin. This is an outstanding effort competing against the 
whole state.

Mr Daniel Gardner
Head of Sport
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What’s Happening 
in TAS?

Lachlan Wurth
Lachlan has a love of sailing, however, when there is no 
wind he is stuck. So he designed an attachment for an 
electric motor for his catamaran to allow him to use 
the boat in all conditions.

Sam Holz
Sam has access to property and was allowed to 
purchase a buggy to run around on the property. 
Unfortunately, the bank account and the type of buggy 
that Sam wanted did not balance. So Sam set out to 
design and build a more robust and better buggy than 
he could purchase off the shelf. He has spent countless 
hours designing and manufacturing his Dune buggy.

Connor Galbraith
Connor has a love of camping and often takes off 
for the weekend. He talked about the difficulties 
of transporting his camping gear on his bike so he 
designed a bike camping-trailer to allow him, not only 
to transport his equipment but also serve as a camp 
kitchen when on his travels.

Travis Edwards
Travis created a set of adjustable steps to allow him to 
easily load and unload his motorbike from the back of 
a ute. The steps fold up with the bike ramp and store 
away with ease.

Olivia Tehan-Campbell
Olivia’s love of costume 
design was her motivation 
for her major project. She 
has created a full outfit for 
her character including a 
dress, jacket and belt.

Year 12 Design and Technology 2017 - Major Works
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DALE Cessnock’s Cafe - Twenty17
 
DALE Cessnock has opened their own 
café! Our café was named ‘Twenty17’ to 
mark the year it was opened. Mrs Moore 
has worked incredibly hard to organise 
such an amazing opportunity for our 
students and school community. Our café 
is open at recess and lunch each day. All 
students have the opportunity to work 
at the café and serve their teachers and 
peers. All food is cooked and prepared 
by staff and students and the smell of 
the fried rice, butter chicken, chicken 
schnitzel burgers or the sound of milk 
shakes being made fills the building.

Miss Samantha Dow
Head of Campus

DALE 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

DALE
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Uniform Shop

OPENING HOURS 

Monday:  8.00am - 11.00am
Tuesday: 8:00am –11:00am
Thursday: 1:00pm – 4:00pm

Uniform Shop direct phone number: 
4007 5025

 
Welcome Back
It is Term 4 and we are now open 
3 days per week and back into 
summer uniform!

Summer Uniform 
Requirements
JS Boys: Khaki shorts, khaki shirt with 
logo, school/custom khaki socks, green 
hat
JS Girls: Summer Dress, white ankle 
socks, dress hat
MS Boys: Overshirt with logo, grey 
shorts, school/custom grey socks
MS Girls: Overblouse with logo, olive, 
tartan skirt, white ankle socks, dress 
hat
SS Boys: Overshirt with logo, grey 
shorts, school/custom grey socks
SS Girls: Overblouse with logo, grey 
skirt, white ankle socks, dress hat
Sport: All students continue to wear 
the sports polo shirt, sports shorts 
and custom sports socks. 
All JS: Green hat. 
All MS and SS: Black cap

Policy
An updated version of the SPCC 
Uniform Policy has just been 
completed and in the coming weeks 
you will hear more about it.

As expected, the shop has been busy 
and we are grateful to have volunteers 
helping Mel out. As we head into the 

busiest time of year we welcome a 
lot of new families getting ready for 
2018 and appreciate your patience as 
we aim to serve everyone in a timely 
manner.

Shoes
Our September shoe sale was a huge 
success with many families coming 
in and buying their 1st pair of Roc 
shoes and a few coming back for 
their 2nd pair. Keep an eye out in 
this newsletter for more upcoming 
specials on shoes!

Position Vacant
Uniform Shop Coordinator at our 
Newcastle campus – If you know of 
anyone that may be interested, that 
may live down in the Newcastle area, 
then tell them to apply by seeing the 
employment section of the SPCC/
Newcastle website. Thanks.

Prices
Due to ongoing costs of running the 
shops, freight charges and an increased 
in pricing on some items from our 
suppliers over the past 18 months, 
there will be an increase in price on 
some of our items. These new prices 
take effect on 1st November 2017.

Ordering Online
The new SPCC website does not have 
the capacity for online ordering to the 
shops. We are looking into a webstore 
for your convenience. Until this is up 
and running, please place you orders 
by phoning the shop during opening 
hours on 40075025 or emailing shop.
cessnock@spcc.nsw.edu.au.  We 
appreciate your patience with this 
changeover.  Thanks.

Second-hand 
More items added in this past week 
so come in and grab a bargain. A huge 
thankyou to those families who are 
supporting the school and helping 
other school families by dropping in 
uniform items to be sold via the shop 
or making a donation to our welfare 
boxes.  This is a hassle free way to get 
rid of the items you no longer need 
and we have lots of parents browsing 
through the racks and shelves each 
week. Consignment forms available 
at the shop or by downloading from 
the SPCC webpage/”uniform shop” 
tab. When purchasing or selling 
second-hand items from any of the 
4 SPCC uniform shops you can be 
assured that you are purchasing good 
quality and correct uniform items 
as our processors follow the SPCC 
Second-Hand Policy and this ensures 
that standard of uniform at St Philip’s 
remains high.

Any questions or concerns regarding 
uniform items, please see Mel in the 
shop or email me at 
Alison.gill@spcc.nsw.edu.au. 

* If emailing me, please mention which 
campus you are at. Thanks.

Alison Gill 
Area Manager – SPCC Uniform Shops
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Canteen
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Canteen Menu 
Snack Foods
Fruit Salad ...........................................................$3.00
Apple ....................................................................$1.00 
Banana ..................................................................$1.00
Muffins (Chocolate/ Blueberry) ..............................$1.80
Cheese & Bacon Rolls ......................................$2.00
Banana Bread ......................................................$3.00
Popcorn .............................................................  $1.00
Mamee Snack Noodles ........................................50c
Red Rock & Smiths Chips ...............................$1.50
Jumpies .................................................................$1.00
Grainwaves .........................................................$1.50
Vegi Chips (GF).....................................................$1.50
Eucalyptus Throat Lozenges ...............................50c

Ice Blocks (Do not include in lunch orders)

Zooper Dooper ...................................................50c
Paddle Pop ......................................................... $1.50
Lemonade Icy Twist .......................................... $1.00
Calippo mini ...................................................... $1.00
Bulla Light Ice Cream Cups ...........................$1.00
Cyclones ............................................................. $2.00
Shaky Shake....................................................... .$2.00

Sandwiches
Vegemite Sandwich .......................................... $2.00
Cheese Sandwich ............................................. $2.00
Meat Sandwich (Ham,Salmon,Chicken, Tuna) ............ $2.50
Salad Sandwich (Fancy lettuce, carrot, tomato, 

cucumber, capsicum, cheese, avocado & mayo) ........................$3.50
Salad w/meat Sandwich ................................... $5.50
Roll add 30c / Wrap (12”) add 50c

(White, Whole meal, Gluten Free 80c, White Roll 50c, Wrap 
50c)

Drinks
Dairy Farmers Milk (300ml, Plain) ....................... $1.50 
Moove Milk (300ml, chocolate/strawberry) ............... $2.00 
Dairy Farmers Chocolate Milk (500ml) .......... $3.00 
(500ml milk not available to Junior School) 

Up & Go (chocolate/vanilla/strawberry) ..................... $2.00 
Bottled Water (600ml) ........................................ $1.00  
Bottled Water (1500ml) ......................................$2.50
Mineral Water (apple & raspberry/orange/lemon & lime)..$3.00
Fruit Drink Poppers ..................................................
(Golden Pash/Tropical Punch/Sunshine Punch/Apple/Orange) $1.50
LOL’s (Purple/Orange) .....................................................$2.00
Daily Juice 100% Orange Juice ......................$3.00 
Lipton Iced Tea (500ml, Citrus, Mango, Peach and Raspberry)

(not available for Junior School) .....................................$3.00

Sauces
Tomato & BBQ Sauce .........................................30c

Hot Food
Chicken Burger (Chicken Schnitzel, lettuce & mayo) .. $4.00
Party Pie (Small) ...................................................60c
Meat Pie (Large) ............................................... $3.00
Meat Pie (Gluten Free).............................................$3.50
Beef and Veggie Roll (Gluten Free)... .....................$3.00
Sausage Rolls All pies & sausage rolls are reduced fat. . $2.50
Spinach & Ricotta Rolls ................................... $2.50
Chicken Chippies ...................................5 for $2.50  
Pizza Roundas ................................................... $3.00
Garlic Bread ...................................................... $2.00
Chicken Schnitzel (ONLY) ................................. $2.50
Chicken Nuggets (Gluten Free) .................5 for $3.00
Sweet Chilli Mini Wrap......................................$3.00 

Mini Wraps
 - Gluten Free Wraps available 80c
 - Additional $1 Per Wrap for meat (pulled Chicken/Ham/Tuna

Salad Mini Wrap  .............................................. $3.50
(Lettuce, carrot, tomato, cucumber, cheese & mayo) 
Ham Salad Mini Wrap  .................................... $4.50
(Ham Lettuce, carrot, tomato, cucumber, cheese & mayo)

Chicken Salad Mini Wrap ............................... $4.50
(Chicken, Lettuce, carrot, tomato, cucumber, cheese & mayo) 

Sweet Chilli Chicken Mini Wrap  ................. $3.00
(Sweet chilli chicken tenders, cheese, letuce & sweet chilli sauce)

Wraps
Chicken Caesar Salad Wrap .......................... $6.00
(Cos lettuce, bacon, croutons, shaved parmesan cheese & dressing)

Sweet Chilli Chicken Wrap ............................ $5.00
(Sweet Chilli Chicken Tenders, Cheese, Lettuce & Sweet Chilli Sauce)

Chicken Schnitzel Wrap .................................. $4.00
(Chicken Schnitzel, lettuce, mayo)

Large Salad Wrap ......................................................
(Lettuce, Tomato, Carrot, Cheese, Cucumber)...............................$5.00
(with Pulled Chicken, Ham or Tuna)..................................................$7.00

Salads
Garden Salad Box ............................................. $3.50
(Lettuce, carrot, tomato, cucumber, French/Italian dressing)

Add meat to Salad ......................................................  
(Tuna, Roast Chicken, Ham) .............................................................$2.00

Lunch Orders can be made at the canteen 
window before school and up until 9.00 am. 
Orders can also be placed online at 
http://www.flexischools.com.au before 9:00am. 
(Please add 30c Service Fee to all lunch orders not placed online.)

Volunteers always welcome please call 
School Canteen  ......................................4007 5033
or contact April at april.oneill@spcc.nsw.edu.au
Click here for a volunteer form. 

PARENT NEWSLETTER       TERM 4      WEEK 2
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School
 Notices

Tony Waights: Brass 
Currently able to start beginner to advanced Trumpet 
and French horn students OR beginner to intermediate 
trombone, euphonium and tuba students. Lessons can be 
given during class time or after school for children.  Adult 
lessons are also available – it’s never too late to start!

Individual lessons are $30 inc GST per half hour.  
Group lessons available depending on demand.

Please call 0418 163 203 or email  
tonyw@ceradv.com.au

DIRECTORY

The St Philip’s Christian College Business Directory is a 
great way for the school community to get involved and 

support one another. 

If you would like to advertise in our Business Directory 
please email Keira Mason at Keira.Mason@spcc.nsw.edu.au

Please click HERE to be directed  
to our website to view the 2017  
Business Directory! 

Enrolment for Instrumental Lessons

Our College booking system for lessons in:

Flute, Clarinet, Saxaphone, Trumpet, Cornet, Trombone, Tuba, Guitar, Piano, Kayboard, 

Drumkit and Voice. 
Click HERE to make your lesson appointment. 

PARENTS DROPPING CHILDREN OFF ON WINE COUNTRY DRIVE
 
It has come to the College’s attention that some parents are dropping students off along Wine 
Country Drive in the morning with the students then entering the school grounds near gate 4 or 
coming over the berm.
 
Please note that it is illegal to stop there for the purpose of dropping children off for school, as 
there is no school entry point there.  Given that the speed limit on Wine Country Drive at that 
point is 80km/h, this is also a reckless and dangerous action. 
 
We strongly urge parents to drop their children off at the designated points on the school grounds 
where there is also a designated school zone speed restriction.

http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/images/services/SPCCBusinessDirectory_2017.pdf
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Community 
Notices

For more information call Amanda on 0408 173 510   |   https://www.facebook.com/newvinevineyards/

New Vine Vineyards is a new church and we would love you to join with us as 
we support each other and our community with God’s love and grace.

We meet on Saturday evenings, 6pm, at St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock. 

https://www.facebook.com/newvinevineyards/
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SHOES!
AVAILABLE AT OUR ST PHILIP’S UNIFORM SHOP

  Everyday Shoes 
5 styles: 

Dakota, Larrikin, 
Strobe, Kick & Aero

Dakota
Leather Upper
Leather Lining             
Multi-Fit System
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes US 5-12
RRP $129.95 

Larrikin
Leather Upper
Leather Lining              
Multi-Fit System         
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 10-5.5 RRP $119.95
US 5-12       RRP $129.95

Strobe
Leather Upper
Leather Lining            
Multi-Fit System       
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 11-5.5  RRP $119.95
UK 6-14      RRP $129.95

These sport shoes are supportive, all 
black, offer full-foot protection, and 
are in accordance with the school 

uniform policy.

Kick  
Leather Upper
Leather Lining        
Multi-Fit System
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 10-5.5
RRP $119.95

Aero
Leather Upper
Leather Lining         
Multi-Fit System
Phylon/Rubber Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 3-13
RRP $139.95

Atlanta
51% Leather Upper
Contoured Footbed     
Phylon/Rubber Outsole
Lightweight and 
Durable

Sizes UK 6-13
RRP $99.95 

Houston
51% Leather Upper
Contoured Footbed     
Phylon/Rubber Outsole
Lightweight and 
Durable

Sizes UK 10-5
RRP $79.95 

Sport Shoes 
2 styles: 

Atlanta & Houston

These lace-up, formal shoes offer 
safe and full-foot protection, can be 

polished, and are in accordance 
with the school uniform policy.

Roc brand shoes are an Aussie owned company. 


