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What an amazing Term 3 we have enjoyed here at 

SPCC with so many highlights and achievements for 

our school, culminating in the graduation of our Year 

12 students.  This term saw our secondary school win 

the athletics carnival and be promoted to Division 1 

for the first time in our history!  Which then led to 

more outstanding results by our students at AICES, 

seeing us place second overall, outperforming many 

larger more established schools than ourselves 

– there was further success in basketball and 7’s 

rugby league.  However, I am so extremely proud 

of the term our students have enjoyed in the new 

Sports Centre.  Whilst results on the sporting field 

are enjoyable, it is more important that our general 

physical health and wellbeing is developing, and our 

students have engaged extremely well in their fitness 

lessons.  Our annual Spring Fair was another major 

highlight and a huge thanks to all those who assisted 

in making the day so successful, it is such a privilege 

for our school to be able to provide an event like 

this for the community of Cessnock.  Our school 

students enjoyed more success in public speaking, 

debating and our Senior School production was a 

huge hit.  

Overall Term 3, whilst busy, provided many of us with 

exciting highlights.  On a personal level, to be able to 

hold our final whole school assembly and graduation 

assemblies in the new auditorium is something that I 

will cherish for a very long time.  For those of us who 

have been involved in our school for a long time, we 

have certainly come a long way since our early days 

down in South Cessnock, and to be able to enjoy 

world class facilities is something that the whole 

school community will enjoy for a long time to come. 

I am sure you would all join with me in wishing 

Year 12 all the best with their upcoming HSC 

examinations and trust that they will take their 

experiences from St Philip’s Christian College 

Cessnock to help them lead successful and happy 

lives.  As by now most of you would be aware, I will 

be on long service leave for the duration of Term 4 

as myself and the family head overseas for this time.  

I would like to thank you all for your support and co-

operation, not only for 2018 but indeed over the last 

number of years as we have seen our school grow 

and develop into the amazing community that it is 

today.  

I absolutely love the community here and look 

forward to coming back refreshed and recharged 

for the next season of our College’s growth and 

journey.  In 2019 we will see more facilities being 

built, more families joining our school and continued 

academic success for our students as they apply 

themselves to their learning and to developing lives 

of character, that will see them become leaders in 

our community.  During my absence Marty Telfer will 

be Acting Principal and I know that you will enjoy the 

last term of 2018 under his leadership.  I will miss the 

opportunity to share with you all at the end of year 

Presentation Day, as this is one of my favourite times 

of the year, but please know my heart will be with 

you all, especially as you enjoy the first Presentation 

Day here in our own venue.  It has always been my 

heart’s desire to see people be the best version 

of themselves and live lives that are fulfilling and 

meaningful and make a positive difference for others.  

It was with this in mind that we launched our theme 

for the year of Activate Life To The Full and I trust 

that both you and your children have been able to 

see your lives enriched as you have activated a life to 

the full in Body, Mind and Soul.  Thank you for your 

support, enjoy the rest of 2018 and I look forward to 

seeing you all in the New Year.  God Bless.

I have come that 
you may have 
life, and have it 
to the full. 
John 10:10 

MEdia: 

Have a look at our latest news feature, with The 

Educator at https://www.theeducatoronline.com/



wellbeing

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is 

true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 

is admirable - if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy - think about such things.

Philippians 4

One of the questions that occupy my mind as a parent 

is, ‘what my kids will turn out like when they are adults 

and what can I do as a father to help shape and guide 

their path?’ Recently I read this proverb;

We sow a thought and reap an act;

We sow an act and reap a habit;

We sow a habit and reap a character;

We sow a character and reap a destiny.

The truth that lies behind this proverb is that who 

we are or who we become is found not in the big 

choices of life but in the small choices. Indeed, our 

character begins with a thought or an attitude, which 

in turn determines all the little decisions we make –  

resulting in a habit which will stand true when we face 

the big choices of life, because that is the way we have 

always responded. This principle is what lies behind 

our approach to mental health with our ‘6 Habits of 

Wellbeing’, and our data which we have collected 

through our Mindmatters surveys over the last few 

years suggest that this is working.

But I was wondering about our approach to developing 

intellectual character ; what are the thinking habits, that 

we need to flourish academically? While we all want 

our children to develop a strong and robust moral and 

mental character, how does the proverb above apply 

to the thinking habits that are necessary for forming 

character in making intellectual decisions? For again, I 

believe that it is true, that when it comes to a student’s 

approach to study, the way that we think and the stuff 

that we think about, will determine the kind of person 

that we will become.

 I wonder what would be our ‘6 Habits of Thinking’? In 

a world that is ever changing, habitual and intellectual 

characteristics are becoming even more important 

than precise knowledge or skills. While there are many 

habits to include on this list, below are some that I 

think are really important.

Courage: The habit of always being prepared to take 

risks, being prepared to fail, in the pursuit of knowing 

the truth.

Persistence: The habit of never giving up, even if 

you find the task difficult or boring to gain a deeper 

understanding.

Curiosity: The habit of asking creative questions and 

critically evaluating the views of others.

Open Mind: The habit of being receptive to different 

views and sensitive to your own bias.

Reflection: The habit of reviewing your own 

assumptions, always self-evaluating and understanding 

your own thought process.

Humility: The habit that recognizes I don’t know 

everything and can always learn more from others and 

improve.

What are those small thoughts and actions that are 

shaping the intellectual character of our children? What 

little decisions are adding up to be transformative over 

time? As a dad there is always the challenge for me to 

not only insist these attitudes and habits in my kids, but 

also model these habits in my own thinking! One of 

my favourite Bible passages from Philippians 4 captures 

these ideas well;

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever 

is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy - think about such things.

Martin Telfer

Deputy Principal

Wellbeing blogs like this one can be found on our website at https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/cessnock/news
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Junior school report
There was a sea of happy faces at the Gold Award 

Assembly. Students enjoyed reflecting on the term’s 

events and celebrating their learning. Almost 70 

students received their Gold Award for receiving 150 

tokens. Their effort and positive behaviour was further 

rewarded at the Gold Award Nerf Play Day.  We 

congratulate these students on their fine achievements! 

Junior School is an exciting place where students are 

actively engaged. We immerse the students in a rage 

of learning activities and plan events to stimulate their 

interest and activate their skills. Term 3 was certainly 

action-packed. Students had the opportunity to enjoy 

the following events:

• Start Smart Financial Literacy Talks 

• Jump Rope For Heart  

• Abermain Eisteddfod  

• Author Visits

• Spring Fair  

• Spelling Bee 

• Year 4 Geography Excursion to Blue Gum Hills    

• Kinder Oakvale Excursion

• Year 2 Transport and Blackbutt Excursion 

• Family Week  

• JS Disco

We would like to thank our families for partnering 

with us and being actively involved in your child’s 

education. 

Have a wonderful break and we will see you again in 

Term 4. 

Margaret Pond

Head of Junior School

st philip’s christian college
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middle school report
What an exciting term we have had in Middle School! 

This term, Year 5 headed to the moon and shot for the 

stars in terms of their learning; which was topped off 

by an exciting visit to the Sydney Observatory and the 

Sydney Powerhouse Museum in which helped deepen 

their understanding of astronomy. 

Whilst Year 6 had created a taste sensation with the 

incorporation of the weekly café; as a reward for their 

amazing classwork and awesome behaviour. This was 

followed up by the launch of ‘Business in a Box’ and ‘The 

Apprentice’, which pitted groups of students against 

the Donald Trump of Middle School, Mr Gallagher.

In Middle School Sport, students have competed with 

commitment and great school spirit in netball, soccer, 

rugby league, rugby union and athletics (just to name 

a few). As a College we were blessed enough to send 

the largest team ever to the Combined Independent 

School (CIS) Secondary Carnival, with eight of our 

nine representatives from the College, coming from 

Middle School.

A visit from ‘Hillsong Young and Free’ was a great mid-

term lift for our students, as they were challenged with 

the life that Jesus freely offers each of us. Whilst a visit 

from former detective Brett Lee, reminded parents 

and students of the importance of making wise choices 

online. Bethany Joyes led the way in personally raising 

over $1,500 for the campaign to support the farmers 

and the Year 6 Middle School leaders welcomed the 

NSW Governor to Branxton as part of the Memorial 

Cycleway between Branxton and Greta.

In Year 7 and 8 we have had numerous outstanding 

achievements, with students achieving first place at 

the HRIS debating competition, whilst others have 

been raising funds for their trip to the orphanage in 

Cambodia in the holidays, whilst others have ventured 

off to the Newcastle Wetlands to investigate the 

impact of human elements on the environment from 

both a Geographical and Scientific perspective.

All in all, Term 3 has been a terrific term of achievements 

and growth for everyone of our students. And I look 

forward to Term 4! 

P hil Gallagher

Head of Middle School 

st philip’s christian college
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SENIOR school report
Term 3 in Senior School is annually the busiest term of 

the year, and this year has been no different.

Formal schooling for our Year 12 class of 2018 came 

to an end on 27 September, culminating in their 

Graduation Ceremony. It has been wonderful to see 

so many of these students striving for success in their 

HSC! We wish them all the best as they head into their 

final HSC examinations later this month. 

This term has also seen students share their incredible 

talents beyond the classroom, across a range of 

disciplines, including sporting, debating, performing 

arts, leadership, and community service. Of note 

amongst the many extra-curricular opportunities 

were the amazing performances in the Senior School 

production - The Princess Bride, and the outstanding 

team effort at HRIS athletics, resulting in the College 

gaining promotion to Division 1 for HRIS Athletics.  

The Senior School program continues to strengthen 

and the subject choices that students have opportunity 

to study grows. In 2019, Year 9 students will have 

opportunity to complete VET courses as part of their 

elective selections, and as they move into Year 10 they 

will be able to begin their HSC Preliminary Course for 

selected subjects.  This is the first step towards one 

of our Senior School goals of giving students greater 

opportunity to work at their ability level, rather than 

just their school year.

I wish students and their families a safe and enjoyable 

break and I look forward to a great final term for 2018 

when classes resume on Monday 15 October.

Brendon Guest

Head of Senior School

st philip’s christian college
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SAINTS SPORTS report
Term 3 has been a historic term for sport at St Philip’s 

Cessnock, with goals being achieved, records being 

broken, new standards set, and a legacy being left by our 

Year 12 students.

Our Secondary Athletics Squad took our College to 

Division 1 for the first time, off the back of weeks of 

training and a commitment to excellence. Though 

it didn’t finish there, with St Philip’s Christian College 

Cessnock history being written. Our team had 19 

athletes qualify for AICES. At AICES Athletics we had 

two age champions, congratulations Saxon and Ben! In 

the 2018 schools overall medal tally we placed second, 

out of all the AICES schools with a benchmark 16 gold, 

2 silver and 2 bronze medals. From there we continued 

to set a new benchmark with 9 athletes representing our 

College at CIS. Ben James became the Male Athlete of 

the CIS meet and our College picked up 3 gold, 6 silver 

and a bronze medal at NSW CIS. We also had another 

five results that had our athletes place fourth or fifth in 

their event, including our junior boys relay team. NSW 

ALL SCHOOLS Athletics was held in the final week of 

school and once again we had the most athletes ever to 

attend the carnival and represent our College. Ben James 

won Bronze in the 17 years boys javelin with a personal 

best throw of 50.05m and finished 4th in Long Jump and 

equal fourth in High Jump. Year 7’s Jesse Colefax placed 

4th in the Boys 13 years 3000m walk. This result means 

they are the 3rd and 4th best athletes in that event for 

their age group in all of NSW. Congratulations boys – 

Saintsational!

Squeezing in between all those outstanding results, was 

success at Nitro Athletics with six teams representing 

our College. We were awarded School Champion’s for 

the best performing school at the meet, collecting two 

team gold medals and a team bronze.

Our Athletics program will continue to build with some 

exciting announcements for athletics to come. We are 

building towards some huge goals and 2018 has been a 

historic year for our athletics program.

During Term 3 we also saw the first competitive matches 

played in our Sport Centre with Nulkaba and a school 

in our local region, St Patrick’s, coming to verse our Year 

3 and 4 team, as well as our Year 5 and 6 basketball and 

netball teams. It was fantastic to be able to share our 

wonderful facility with local schools and give everyone 

the opportunity to play on the amazing court in our 

wonderful new Sports Centre. Term 3 was also the term, 

where we began our lunchtime sporting competition in 

the Sports Centre with basketball kicking off the 2018 

program. Next term will see this competition conclude 

and futsal begin in Week 4.

Our College equestrian team continued to represent 

our College with absolute distinction. Olive went to state 

and achieved some amazing results across several events. 

Well done to Olive and all of our team throughout 2018. 

We look forward to hearing more as they continue their 

success.

Throughout the term we had our rugby league and rugby 

union teams play in a number of competitions, from CIS 

7’s, to the 9-a-side Gidley Cup, and Bulldogs/Goannas 

Cup, League tag and the Digby Rayward Rugby Shield. 

We look forward to continuing to build our league and 

union programs. Term 4, we have another league tag day 

for our younger students to play in. More information to 

come soon.

In another historic moment our 15 years boys basketball 

team, lead by HRIS representative Aiden, came fourth at 

the HRIS Basketball gala day, narrowly missing the final. 

These boys set a new standard for our College, with 

the best basketball results we have had for St Philip’s 

Cessnock since its genesis. Our primary netball teams 

played in the HRIS gala day, as well as the Cessnock 

Schools Cup; with the junior boys’ team winning their 

division, have completed the day undefeated. Another 

great achievement in sport this term.

Our first week back will see Zac and Jack represent our 

College at HRIS Golf. The boys will travel to Charlestown 

Golf Course for the tournament. We wish the boys all 

of the best and we look forward to hearing their results.

With the opening of our new Sports Centre we began 

our lunchtime sporting competitions, starting with 

basketball. This term will see the Futsal competition 

begin. Futsal will be played as two separate ‘House’ 

competitions. We will see Allandale, Campbell, Lomas 

and Wonnarua play a Middle School and Senior School 

lunchtime championship. Please email Mr Gardner your 

house team of 6 players. We are able to have multiple 

teams from each house, so be sure to talk with those 

students in your house and put your teams together for 

our Futsal Championship.

As we look forward to Term 4, we are particularly 

excited about our cricket teams starting or continuing 

their competitions as our Year 5 and 6 play Reg Kelly Cup, 

Year 7 to 9 in the Hunter School T20 and Wiburd Shield 

competitions, and our Opens team start their campaign 

in the Douglas Shield. Trials have been held and squad 

selections have taken place, with training continuing 

from Week 1. All match information will be emailed to 

parents as soon as these fixtures have been confirmed. 

We have emailed our opponents and are waiting their 

reply to book in these matches. Term 4 will also see the 

start of our touch competitions, with HRIS Gala days for 

Primary occurring, with under 15’s and OPENS held in 

the first few weeks of term. Our primary team will play 

in a mixed competition and the secondary teams will 

compete in separate boys and girls’ competitions. Trials 

for these sides will be held in Week 1 of Term 4. If you 

are interested in trialling for these sides, please email Mr 

Gardner.

It has truly been an historic term for the Saints of 

Cessnock. New standards, new levels, new grounds 

(literally) and we knew it was possible. For all sporting 

details, please check your emails, all information will 

be there for you to prepare. Also, please free to send 

through any photos you have of sporting events or galas 

days to our Facebook page – we love seeing students 

love sport, and celebrating their amazing achievements. 

1-2-3 Saints!!!

Daniel Gardner

Head of Sport

st philip’s christian college
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building report

At St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock, we pride 

ourselves in offering our students the best in quality 

teaching, nurturing pastoral care and physical activity 

programmes.  We also strive to provide the best in 

quality teaching facilities.  

In a few short years St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock 

has doubled its enrolments, and due to this fast pace of 

growth, it has at times been a struggle to ensure that the 

development of the College’s facilities and infrastructure 

keep up with the number of students attending the 

College.  

This year we have seen the completion of our wonderful 

new Sports Centre, enabling the College to provide our 

students with a new approach to physical activity and 

fitness.  We can all agree that the Sports Centre is of a 

quality not seen in any of the schools in the Hunter Valley.  

And our recent assemblies and Year 12 Graduation 

Ceremony have proven that this space is not only suited 

for sporting activities but is also a wonderful auditorium 

for large scale school events.

In 2019, we hope to take the development of high-quality 

facilities another step further with the construction of the 

first stage of a new Senior School Building (see current 

models).  This building will not be a collection of shoebox 

classrooms, but an airy space in which 21st Century 

pedagogics can be employed to further improve the 

teaching and learning outcomes of our students.  A great 

deal of planning has gone into the new Senior School 

Building to ensure that it does not feel like a traditional 

school.  It will be a space where our senior students will 

be treated like the young adults they are, elevating their 

behaviour to that of adults.

Further we are continuously working on further small 

projects to improve the appearance of our campus and 

to provide our students with the facilities that will impact 

their behaviour for the better.

Jacques Mouton

Business Manager
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01   02   03   04   05   06

07   08   09   10   11   12   13

14   15   16   17   18   19   20

21   22   23   24   25   26   27   

28   29   30   31   01  

moree & cambodia mission trip

Equestrian Team at 
Tamworth

Equestrian Team at 
Tamworth

Equestrian Team at 
Tamworth

Equestrian Team at 
Tamworth

Prep Orientation Prep Orientation PIARTSA 

HSC examinations - year 12

HSC examinations - year 12

Equestrian Team at 
Tamworth

First Day Back

Equestrian Team at 
Tamworth

Tennis U/15’s Boys & 
Girls

HRIS Softball - Girls HRIS Primary Tennis

HRIS Secondary Golf

Business In A Box Sale

P&F Trivia  

Switch Your Sip - Year 7, 
8, 9 

Kindy 2019 Orientation

Year 11 - P&T’s 

Year 6 Invictus Games 
Excursion

T20 Cricket

HRIS Primary 
Basketball - Year 3/4 

MS DisGLO 

HRIS Primary Chess

HSC examinations - year 12
HRIS Secondary Touch 
- U/15’s

Young at Heart - Yr 4 
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7 Eleven Cessnock

Abermain Metro

Al Oi Thai Cessnock

All Out Concrete Pumping

Ambrose Coffee

Apple Nails

Austindo Consulting Services

Auto One

Baileys of Greta

Bakers Delight Cessnock

Balloon Aloft

Balloon Worx

Bee Wished Gifts

Bella You Beauty & Hair

Beveridges Menswear

Beyond Ballooning

Binnorie Dairy

Bliss Beauty

BCF Rutherford

BP Cessnock

BP Weston

Branxton Bakery

Branxton Pet World

Branxton Physiotherapist

Branxton Rodeo

Branxton Veterinary Hospital

Bunnings Cessnock

Buy Sell Pawn Cessnock

Calais Estate

Capture Imaging Photography

Cessnock Print Place

The Chemist Cessnock

Chris Watson Motorcycles

Clip ‘n Climb

Coles Cessnock

Coles Kurri

Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley

De Bortoli Wines

Diamond Coffee & Kebabs

Draytons

Emirates

Entertainment Book

Excite Travel

Express Lube

Exquisite Cakes

Fuchs Fine Food

Gartelmann Wines

Gemelli Estate

Greta Pharmacy

Grices

Gourmet Pizza

Grinders

Guy Designs

Happi Chicken

The Happy Tooth Dentist

Harrigans

Harvey Norman

HK Nails

Heavenly Tours

Hunter Hair and Co

Hunter Ice Skating

Hunter Laundry & Dry Cleaning

Hunter Valley Chocolate Co

Hunter Valley Gardens

Hunter Valley Horse Riding

Hunters Quarter

iTravel 

Idlani Gifts

IGA Branxton

Inflatable World

Ink Café

Jubilo Gelato

Jurds Real Estate

KFC Cessnock

KMD Massage 

Kirkton Park Hotel

Lake & Valley Optical

Lake’s Folly Vineyard

Laser Tag Warners Bay

Legends Barber Studio

Lowes Cessnock

Maitland Gaol

McDonalds

McLeish Estate

MMM Cakes

Moorebank Vineyard

Newcastle F&S Podiatry

North Construction

Norwex

NSW Segway

Oaks Cypress Lakes Resort

Oakvale Farm

Peppertree Wines

Peterson House

Platinum Hair Branxton

Pokolbin Chocolate Company

Pokolbin Village

Prestige Hire

Price Attack

Priceline Cessnock

Radiant Hair & Make Up

Reading Cinema

Revolution Sports Park

Rovers Coaches

Saddlers Winery

Saltbush Lamb

Savannah Estate

Scott’s Butcher Kurri

Shac Architect

Slattery Helicopters

SPCC Uniform Shop

Stomp Wine

Superstrike Rutherford

Swill n Grill Branxton

The Verandah Restaurant

The Thirsty Palette

Treetops Adventure Park

Trick Group

Woolworths Cessnock

Yogurtland Cessnock

Your Discount Chemist Kurri

spring fair sponsors
thank you to our 

13Keep an eye out on our Spring Fair Facebook for more information and great deals with our sponsors!



 

 

 

Ever thought about 
improving your 

budgeting skills ? 
 

Enrol now to attend 
the next FREE CAP 
Money course to be 

held at St Philips 
Christian College 
on one week night 
across three weeks 

as follows: 
 
Tuesday 13 November 
Tuesday 20 November 
Tuesday 27 November 

 
 7:30 - 9pm in the Hub 

 
Contact Wayne Cooke to 

register: 
wayne.cooke@capaust.or

g 
or 0484591218 

enrolment for 
instrumental lessons
lessons available in flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, trumpet, cornet, trombone,
tuba, guitar, piano, keyboard, drumkit 
and voice lessions. 
for more information, email 
joel.procter@spcc.nsw.edu.au
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North Construction & Building is 
proud of our long-time relationship 
with the St Philip’s Christian College 
group and thrilled to support this 
event!

With over 30 years’ of construction 
industry experience, North is one of 
the most experienced and 
trusted builders throughout the 
Central Coast, Hunter Valley and 
Newcastle regions. 

Whether it be a small or large 
project, you can trust North to get 
the job done on time and on 
budget. 

We are now taking expressions of 
interest for subcontractors to join 
the North team - contact us today.

TUGGERAH  - BROADMEADOW
 (02) 4323 2633 

mail@north.com.au
www.north.com.au

SPRING FAIR
Proud Sponsor of the St Philip’s 

Christian College, Cessnock

 Pre-Order your 2018/19 Entertainment Book NOW!
 

We are raising funds to continue to beautify our school with stimulating and 

restful outdoor spaces and you can help. Order the NEW 2018 | 2019 

Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital Membership and you will receive 

hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love to do, and you will also be 

supporting our school. PLUS, order now to receive over $200 of bonus Early 

Bird Offers (hurry, these sell out quickly). 

To pre-order visit http://www.entbook.com.au/3i4089  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Contact  

Cindy Phillips on 0404 386 329 for more information 
 

  
  

 

  

  

 
 

From time to time, plans can change last minute – this can be very stressful on parents. And that’s why we 
encourage all families to register for an account, even if you do not plan on using the program yet. 
 
Registration is as easy as 1, 2, 3 and best of all, it’s free!   
 

1. You can quickly book into the program whenever you need 

2. You will have all the information that you need to help ensure that your children have a safe and 

enjoyable time in the program  

3. You will receive a full information pack about the program 

 

If you have any questions on how to register for an account, feel free to drop by our program and ask our 

friendly team. You can also contact our Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343 – available 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week. 

To find out more about our program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au  

We look forward to seeing you and your family soon. 

From the Team at Camp Australia  

 
 

 

Register your free account today 

From time to time, plans can change last minute – this can be very stressful on parents. And that’s why we encourage all families to 
register for an account, even if you do not plan on using the program yet.

Registration is as easy as 1, 2, 3 and best of all, it’s free!  
 
Why you should register for an account: 

1. You can quickly book into the program whenever you need
2. You will have all the information that you need to help ensure that your children have a safe and enjoyable time in the 

program 
3. You will receive a full information pack about the program

If you have any questions on how to register for an account, feel free to drop by our program and ask our friendly team. You can also 
contact our Customer Care Team on 1300 105 343 – available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

From the Team at Camp Australia

Program details  

To find out more about the program, view fees and to register visit www.campaustralia.com.au  
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