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A Note from the Principal’s Desk
Thank you so much to the many families who supported our Middle School musical last 
week. I’m sure you were very proud of what your young people were able to achieve. 
Having been involved in many productions over the years, (yes, another big screen wannabe) 
there is so much benefit in participating in these opportunities.

An important part of the vision we have for our students is that they would be 
developing leadership characteristics to help equip them for their 
futures. Being involved in productions is a wonderful boost for their 
self-confidence which is essential for their development, along with 
learning how to work with others, being out of your comfort zone, 
remembering lines, coping with nerves and the list goes on.  They are 
all important aspects of developing as a leader.

A huge thanks to Andy Hall and the incredible team of staff who 
worked tirelessly to put together such a fantastic show.

Last week we were also very fortunate to have a visit from two of 
the Wallabies, including the captain Michael Hooper, who shared with 
the students the importance of working hard and making sacrifices 
in order to follow their dreams. This was a timely message with our 
theme of ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ this year.

I trust that for many of you, your homes are full of laughter as our Junior School students 
are preparing their comic routine for their upcoming comedy festival. This is a great initiative 
and just another way we can give our students the opportunity to develop their 
self-confidence.

It is so encouraging to belong to a school community that values enjoyment of life through 
its many activities and this is one of our ways of trying to give our students a positive 
outlook on life.

Looking forward to seeing you all at our Spring Fair and thanks to all those who have 
volunteered to be on the various rosters throughout the day.  This promises to be another 
fantastic event.

See you at the pie throwing and dunking machine :)

Mr Darren Cox          
College Principal

Mr Darren Cox 
College Principal
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    Term 3 2017 
    Weekly Calendar

Term 1, 2017  - 30th January 2017 - 7th April 2017

Term 2, 2017  - 26th April 2017 - 30th June 2017

Term 3, 2017  - 24th July 2017 - 22nd September 2017

Term 4, 2017  - 9th October 2017 - 6th December 2017
2017

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Term 3 21 22 23 24 25

Week 5

HSC Trials
4S Young at Heart 
Excursion

HSC Trials
Year 9 Commedia Dell 
Art’e Workshop Incursion

HSC Trials
Mayoral Debate Final
SPCC Football Academy
Kullaburra Awards at Kurri 
Kurri High School
Primary Principal’s Cup 
Netball, Football & Rugby

HSC Trials
Stolen Generation Guest 
Speaker for Year 10
Secondary Principal’s Cup 
Netball, Football & Rugby

HSC Trials

SPRING FAIR 
TOMORROW!

28 29 30 31 1

Week 6

HSC Trials
CIS Rugby 7’s
Korean Students Visit

HSC Trials
HRIS Primary Netball and 
Football Gala
Korean Students Visit
1S Young at Heart 
Excursion
Senior School Poetry in 
Action Incursion

HSC Trials
SPCC Football Acadamy
AICES Athletics 
(secondary)
CIS Rugby 7’s
Korean Students Visit
Cambodia Parent Night
Drama Marking (Practical) 
HSC

HSC Trials
Father’s Day Stall
Korean Students Visit

HSC Trials
Korean Students Visit

4 5 6 7 8

Week 7

Prelim Exams
3T - Young at Heart 
Excursion
Korean Students Visit
Sam Childs Visit for Senior 
School

Prelim Exams
HRIS Primary Netball and 
Football Gala
Korean Students Visit

Prelim Exams
Year 5 Fizzics Day
Primary Principal’s Cup 
Football, Netball & Rugby
SPCC Football Acadamy
Korean Students Visit

Prelim Exams
Digby Shield Rugby v 
HVGS
Secondary Principal’s Cup 
Football, Netball & Rugby
Korean Students Visit
Chicks and Hens - Middle 
School

Prelim Exams
Year 2 Blackbutt Reserve 
Excursion
Korean Students Visit

11 12 13 14 15

Week 8

Prelim Exams
KM - Young at Heart 
Excursion
U/15’s HRIS Basketball 
Trials

Prelim Exams
Middle School SRC 
Workshop

Prelim Exams
CIS Primary Athletics
Junior School Gold Award 
Function
Junior School Gold Award 
Assembly
Primary Principal’s Cup 
Football, Netball and Rugby
SPCC Football Acadamy

Prelim Exams
Year 7 Vaccinations
UON Engineering Talk
Secondary Principal’s Cup 
Football, Netball & Rugby

Prelim Exams
Middle School Madness 
(IMPACT)

18 19 20 21 22

Week 9

SES Cadet Course
Year 11 Work Placement 
Young at Heart Excursion

SES Cadet Course
Year 11 Work Placement
Year 12 Graduation

SES Cadet Course
Year 11 Work Placement
India Service Trip Leave
SPCC Football Acadamy
Cambodia Service Learning 
Trip Leave

SES Cadet Course
Year 11 Work Placement
India Service Trip
CIS Secondary Athletics
Naidoc Assembly
Cambodia Service 
Learning Trip

SES Cadet Course
Year 11 Work Placement
India Service Trip
Cambodia Service 
Learning Trip
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College
Chaplain

Empowering Conference
This year an excited group of students from Years 7 to 12 had the incredible faith-building opportunity 
to attend “Empowering”. This two-day summit encouraged young people from schools all over the 
Hunter region to come together at Newcastle City Hall to explore their faith and be 
inspired to live it out in an authentic and real lifestyle. Jannah Perry was one of the 
students who attended this event and has provided a recount of her experience.
 
Empowering is always an event that is looked forward to each year, and each year it 
never disappoints. Empowering was absolutely incredible and so much fun! We had such a 
great turn out of kids this year and we are so excited to see more and more kids getting 
involved with the Christian community!
 
At Empowering this year, we heard from a number of amazing preachers who all have a 
heart for young people and a passion to see their lives changed for the better. This year’s 
speakers included; Cameron and Renee Bennett and Stephen Lott (Lotty) who were 
absolutely amazing and spoke into the hearts of many young people.
 
One of the highlights for all who attended is worshipping in the mosh pit. The worship team was 
incredible and the songs so memorable! Every time the songs started, kids would run downstairs and to 
the stage to jump around, sing, dance and praise in the presence of the Lord.
 
Overall, Empowering is always an incredible event and I encourage all who are looking for a little more 
to life to attend these events.

Here are a few quotes from other students who attended.
 
Empowering is a must to do, if u get the chance to go, go you’ll have a blast.
- Holly Bell
 
Empowering is an experience you’ll never forget, Give it a go And enjoy yourself because you won’t forget it!
- Lillyan Hodder
 
Empowering is a great event to jump on and I would go any 
time I had the opportunity, you learn so much and always 
have a good laugh.
- Jessica Hamilton

Mr Aaron Hodges
College Chaplain

Mr Aaron Hodges 
College Chaplain
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SPRING 
FAIR

Spring Fair
On Saturday 26th August, we will once again hold our annual Spring Fair. 

With FREE entry, over 100 community market stalls plus school stalls, a NSW Woodchopping Championship event 
running all day, a Food, Art and Textile competition and exhibition open to the community, 10 gourmet food stalls, 
quality live entertainment, amusement rides, showbags and helicopter rides -  this is not your 
average school fair.

What will you see at this year’s Spring Fair?  There’s pie throwing and teacher dunking, Binnorie Dairy are running 
cheese-making demonstrations, the winning cake decorator from last year is demonstrating how to create Harry 
Potter themed cakes that look amazing, the Chocolate Wheel has a huge range of fantastic prizes and you can listen to 
great music while you eat some seriously good food.  There really is something for everyone in the family.

A core value of St Philip’s is Community, extending beyond the school community to the local community of Cessnock 
and the wider Hunter community.  The Spring Fair is a way in which the College can provide a great family day for the 
whole community, with visitors coming from all over the Hunter region.

There has been tremendous support from local businesses; L J Hooker Cessnock, Shac Architects, North Construction 
and Glencore Mine sponsoring the woodchopping, and Priceline Cessnock sponsoring the Gourmet Palette, our food, 
art and textile exhibition.

This year the Hunter Valley Zoo will bring a koala from 10am-12pm along with a number of furry and scaly friends for 
you to pat, while the Happy Tooth dentist is selling fairy floss and giving away dental floss with all proceeds going back 
to the school.

Each year the Spring Fair gets bigger and better, with new things to do and see each time.  If you love a 
Market, then you’ll be blown away by the Spring Fair. 

Come and be part of the action!
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Prep
Prep Athletics Carnival
The Prep Athletics Carnival was a fun-filled day – it was delightful to see smiles on the faces of the students and their 
families. Our Preppies developed their fundamental movement skills and loved learning about sport and games through 
play.  It was a great opportunity to develop the idea of team spirit through group participation and to practice 
encouraging others. 

It was a blessing to have so many families attend. Uniting on days like these is a powerful way of driving us all to be 
collegial and work together for the common cause of giving our students our best and fostering a love of learning in 
their hearts – a love that travels with them for their life’s journey.  These events lift spirits, grow unity and most 
importantly, build our school community.  It is always our hope that as families enter our school they feel connected 
and can take comfortable steps into school life through their Prep experience. 
 
A huge thank you goes out to Mr Hamilton for all of his hard work and fun loving ways that make this day all it is.   Also 
a big shout out to Mr K, Miss V, Miss Balcombe and the wonderful team of Year 9 students that made the day super fun.
 
Let your light shine,
Mrs Schillert
Prep Teacher
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Junior School
 21

21

Determination and Positivity
On Tuesday 1 August, our Junior School Captains had the opportunity to attend the 
Cessnock City Council School Leaders’ Breakfast. During this event, students heard the 
inspirational story of Jamila Gordon.  Jamila grew up with her family in Somalia.  The 
oldest daughter of 16 children, Jamila learned from a very young age how to be 
responsible.  Jamila spoke of being split from her family as a teenager in an attempt to 
escape the civil war in Somalia. After a time of moving from place to place, living with 
distant family and friends in Kenya, and alone for a time, Jamila eventually met an 
Australian backpacker and moved to start a new life in Australia.  Two of the key 
characteristics that helped her in starting her new life here were determination and 
positivity. 

Jamila’s determination meant that even when university 
after university denied her entrance, she persevered in 
her study and eventually attended La Trobe University 
where she discovered a passion for programming and 
IT.  Jamila’s positivity meant that there was always hope 
for something better.  She also claimed that because of 
her positivity, people were always willing to help her.

Our hope is that all of our students would face each day with determination and 
positivity - determination to persevere in their learning, to have a Growth Mindset 
and face challenges with positivity.  

Miss Anita Voskamp
Assistant Head of Junior School

Growth Mindset
Last Friday, students from Prep to Year 4 attended our 
Growth Mindset launch. 

Professor Can Do explained to students the value of 
never giving up. As we persevere in our thinking, we 
create new pathways in our brain that help us to learn 
and remember new things.  Students then went back to 
their classrooms and planted grass seeds to demonstrate 
how we grow ‘brain trees’ when we learn new things.

26

4S Young at Heart 
Excursion   
21 August 2017

SPRING FAIR  
26 August 2017

1S Young at Heart 
Excursion   
29 August 2017 

Father’s Day Stall   
21  August 2017

3T Young at Heart 
Excursion    
4 September 2017

Year 2 Blackbutt Excursion 
8 September 2017 

KM Young at Heart 
Excursion   
11 September 2017
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Junior School

Learning Zone of the Week - Year 3 
Year Three loves European food, so we decided to Russia over 
there because we were all Hungary. After Czech’ing the menu 
we all decided we wanted Turkey. When we were Finnished, 
Mrs Tenhave told the waiter “Spain good but there is Norway 
I could eat another bite!”

Year Three have burst into Term 3 immersed in a world of 
learning. We have caught the travelling bug (not Bali belly), 
visiting Ireland and the Philippines, while also learning more 
about our own culture here in Australia.  

Putting our investigation hats on, we worked in teams to solve 
country puzzles, research our given country and present our 
findings to our classmates. We were able to meet some new 
friends from England and Germany. One new friend from 
Germany, Marcus, taught us how to greet each other and ask 
questions, and he showed us around his home city of Bigen. 

In Writing, we have been exploring what the country of 
Ireland is all about, such as traditional foods, symbols and 
celebrations. We are putting what we are learning into an 
information report so others can read and learn about Ireland 
too!

During Art, we have water-coloured a powerful piece of 
artwork symbolising God holding the world in his hands. We 
are excited to learn about a famous Australian artist named 
Sidney Nolan and what he did for Australian culture, and why 
Ned Kelly featured in so many of his artworks. 

Lastly, we have been practising very hard our secret 
performances that we are very excited to present to you near 
the end of this term (stay tuned for more information coming 
soon). 

Mr Williams, Miss Nixon and Mrs Tenhave
Year 3 Teachers
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Middle School
Beyond Awards 
A big congratulations to our students who received a BEYOND AWARD over the 
past few weeks.  These are presented to students who have been nominated for going 
beyond what is expected of them.  This may be for their friendships, supporting others, 
extra curricula activities or their studies. 
Ethan Mahler – For being so encouraging to his peers on the Rewards Day.
Riley Saxby – For achieving Age Champion HRIS Athletics. 
Joel Buettel – For his achievements in Go Kart Racing.
Kody Brown – For doing what is right. 
Will Daly – For his achievements in making the NSW Swimming Championships.
Daniel Bruty – For being so encouraging to his peers on the Rewards Day.
Megan Roso – For making the NSW Hockey Team. 

Mr Scott Logan
Head of Middle School

Year 6 Business in a Box
Throughout Terms 1 and 2, the Year 6 students embarked on the very exciting 
journey of becoming an entrepreneur. The students were challenged to consider how 
they could use their God-given abilities to bless others. Each group thoughtfully 
designed a product to sell to a particular target market. In Week 10, the students put 
their selling skills to the test where they sold their unique products to the school. It 
was a successful and valuable day where the students were able to raise funds to bless 
those in our school community.

The NED Show
On Thursday (3 August), The NED Show came to St Philip’s Christian College. The NED 
man, ‘Nate’ showed us heaps of tricks with his yoyo accompanied with a story. He told 
us to always do the right thing and to set goals. He also told us to have one school goal 
and one sport goal and to become champions at that. 

26

26

21

SPRING FAIR  
26 August 2017

Korean Student Visit 
26 Aug - 9 Sept 2017

HRIS Primary Netball and 
Football Gala  
29 August 2017

Cambodia Parent Night 
30 August 2017

Year 5 Powerhouse 
Excursion   
31 August 2017

Year 5 Fizzics Day  
6 September 2017

Chicks and Hens Night 
7 September 2017

SRC Workshop  
12 September 2017
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Middle School
Nate told the story of Ned and what Ned means. The 
N stands to Never Give Up, the E stands for Encourage 
Others and the D stands for Do Your Best. He told us 
to believe in ourselves, to look after others and to ask 
people if they are ok. We also got to buy different Ned 
yoyos and little holders for them. With the yoyos, they 
gave us a free piece 
of paper with simple 
tricks on it. 

Isabella Salton 
Year 6 Student

Student Leaders’ Breakfast
Our School Leaders were invited to a breakfast hosted 
by Cessnock City Council.  The students were 
addressed by our Mayor, Bob Pynsent and then heard 
from an inspirational leader, Jamila Gordon. Below is a 
recount of the day by one of our Middle School 
Leaders, Gabrielle Miller. 

Have you ever thought it was possible to go from 
bedrock to beyond? Today I found out that it’s possible. 
On Tuesday the 1st of August, the Senior, Middle and 
Junior School Leaders all got to have the same 
experience that has definitely changed my mind set. 
I got to meet some amazing leaders and learn about 
other people’s experiences with achieving their goals. 
We got to meet the inspirational Jamila Gordon, and 
learn how she has gone from being poor in Somalia 
with 16 siblings, to living in Sydney and becoming a very 
successful programmer, working for businesses such as 
Qantas. 
I really enjoyed my 
experience and I am 
definitely looking 
forward to next year.

Gabrielle Miller
Year 8 Student

IMPACT $10 Project
Throughout the year in  IMPACT,  students focus on the 
different Core Values (Christ First, Serve One Another, 
Strive for Excellence, Do What is Right and Build 

Community) and see them played out and applied to 
everyday life, both at school and outside of school. 
In Term 2, the students were given the $10 Project. Each 
student in Year 8 was given $10 to start their own 
initiative to raise funds for a chosen charity. The aim 
was to use that $10 to fund their idea and help it grow 
to more. 

At the end of the project, students were then asked to 
create a small presentation to show their peers. Each 
student in Year 8 was then able to vote on the project 
that they were most impressed by. 

The top projects this year were:
• Hudson Smith, Will Garland, Isaac Dever, Tom 
Page and Samuel Peacock who received 63 votes and 
raised $634.50. This group started by washing cars 
and then used the profits from this to fund a 100 club 
where the prize was $200 voucher to a local 
restaurant. These 
boys have chosen to 
donate their money 
to the  Cambodian 
Orphanage some of 
the members will 
be visiting on their 
Service Trip later this 
term. 

• Ethan Jurd received 29 votes 
and raised $210. He raised his money 
by buying fidget spinners and selling 
for a profit. EJ has chosen to donate  
his money to ‘Hannah Smile’. 

• Sophia-May Zouein, Shyla-Blue Schillert, Krystal  
Porteus, Zoe Holman and Jessie Mitchell received 28 
votes and raised $186.50. This  group is donating their 
money to the 
Cambodia Orphanage 
and raised their 
money by baking 
cookies, muffins etc. 
and selling at a Bake 
Stall. 
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Middle School
• Zoe Grady, Emma Wiese and Gabrielle Miller received 28 votes and raised 
$150.70 by running a Jelly Bean guessing competition. The girls are donating their 
money to the Breast Cancer Foundation and VOCAL. 

Overall, the Year 8 students have raised close to $2,500 in total and have chosen to 
donate their money to various charities such as World Vision, Make a Wish, Breast 
Cancer, Ronald McDonald House, 100% Hope, Devil Ark, Hannah Rye and to the 
Wat Preah Yesu Orphange that we are visiting on the Year 8 Service Trip to
Cambodia. 

Charlie & the Chocolate Factory
What an incredible night filled with talent, laughs and enjoyment! Congratulations to all students, staff and parents 
involved. Special thanks to Rachelle Corcoranv and Eleanor Cox for taking these wonderful photos on the night!
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Stepping Up!
Last week I had the privilege of observing nearly 40 Year 10 and 11 students 
step forward and take the first step towards becoming a student leader of the 
College. We were privileged to have Kieran Bridger, a leadership specialist from 
Alphacrucis College, come and work with the group on aspects of Leadership 
such as; the importance of relationships, teamwork, having a servant heart, and 
other leadership characteristics. It was wonderful to see such an awesome 
group of young people engage with each other, share openly about their 
aspirations and learn more about themselves as they explore their own 
leadership qualities and strengths.

Later this term these students will have the opportunity to address the Senior 
School students, putting themselves forward as an applicant for the position of 
Student Prefect for 2017/18. After witnessing the outstanding quality of the 
students that attended the training last week, I feel very confident that our 
student prefects for next year will continue to build strongly on the foundation 
that our current student leaders have established.

All the best to all applicants, and don’t forget all 
applications must be submitted by August 25!

Mr Brendon Guest
Head of Senior School

Year 11 Mathematics at Luna Park
On Monday 31st July, Mathematics students in Year 11 travelled to Luna Park 
to explore mathematics in the real world. Students looked at centripetal force, 
which caused many to slide off the spinning Joy 
Wheel ride, graphed the speed/distance of their 
Giant Slide ride and examined the probability 
involved in the Side Show Alley Clowns and choice 
of prize winning numbers. The outdoor ice-skating 
set up as part of Luna Park’s Winter Festival was 
an unexpected bonus enjoyed by all. 

As students continue in their Mathematics studies particularly with upcoming 
topics such as Applications of Calculus to the Real World and Probability, the 
Luna Park excursion will be a helpful and memorable 
reference point. It was a pleasure accompanying the 
students. 

Mrs Findlay and Mr Neil Bustos
Year 11 Maths Teachers

Senior School 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

HSC Trials   
21 Aug - 1 Sept 2017

Year 9 Commedia Dell 
Art’e Workshop  
22 August 2017 

Mayoral Debate Final 
23 August 2017 

Stolen Generation Guest 
Speaker   
24 August 2017

SPRING FAIR  
26 August 2017

Poetry In Action Incursion 
29 August 2017

Prelim Exams  
4-15 September 2017

Sam Childs Visit  
4 September 2017

Kickstart Physics USyd  
8 September 2017
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Senior School 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

Year 9 Jewish Museum Excursion
On Friday 4th August, I was fortunate enough to be able to attend the Jewish Museum in Sydney. The 
Jewish Museum was a great way for us to clearly visualise and see aspects of what really happened in 
World War II. This excursion was to extend our studies in History and English. In History last term we 
were learning about World War II. So being able to see everything we had spoken about was pretty 
cool. In English this term we are studying the novel ,“The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas” and whilst we 
were at the museum we had a guide talk to us about the points of difference between the novel 
compared to actual historical facts. 

At the Jewish Museum the whole grade was able to listen to a holocaust survivor speak to us about his 
experience. I really enjoyed this part of the tour as we able to hear different aspects of the war that you wouldn’t read in 
any history books. I also loved how enthusiastic and energetic the survivor was. His name was Eddie and he was 97 years of 
age!! Despite his current age, he still remembered every tiny detail of what had happened during his holocaust experiences. 

The very last part of the museum that we looked at was a gallery of photos of all of the 
survivors. In every single one of the photos each person was smiling, and I loved how even 
though they went through immense hurt, they were now here, safe in Australia and able to 
enjoy a free and amazing life! 

Eleanore Cox
Year 9 Student

Last Friday Year 9 were lucky enough to have the opportunity to travel to Sydney to visit the Jewish Museum.  This 
furthered our insight into the novel we have been reading in English this term - ‘The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas’. 
Seeing first-hand the impact of living throughout WW11. In particular the effect and implications of the holocaust on the 
world’s population. 

Eddie Jaku is a 97-year-old holocaust survivor, now devoting his time to sharing his own personal ordeals from his childhood 
memories. Most Jews weren’t fortunate to survive one concentration camp, however Eddie survived four. It is truly amazing 
that this man has had such a traumatic life, but has such a pure heart. Eddie explained to us that there should be no hate in 
anyone’s heart. We can dislike something but never should we hate it, the word is too powerful and causes too much harm. 
After listening to Eddie’s inspiration story, another worker spoke to us about the novel we 
have been reading. We discussed that while it is a representation of this time, many of the 
survivors and historians are opposed to the inaccuracies. Proceeding with our tour, we 
divided into smaller groups, each with a very informative tour guide, exploring all the 
museum had to offer. One of the most shocking displays at the museum was a blanket which 
was crafted out of human hair, from individuals that were captured by the Nazis. 

Personally, the most moving artefact was a water feature with a bowl retaining one million and one drops of water.  This 
represented the tears of the children who were killed during the holocaust. The children’s tears continue to fall, with the 
dish containing the exact number of tears in Honour and commemoration to those poor children. 

Thanks so much to the teachers who arranged for us to go! Overall it was a great day, while also a sorrowful experience, 
exploring the thousands of testimonies left by holocaust survivors.  We gained incredible knowledge that cannot be sourced 
in any novel or documentary about this extremely controversial and inhuman sector of the world’s past. 

Mackenzie Smith
Year 9 Student
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Senior School 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

Careers Corner
I recently had the pleasure of calling or visiting workplaces for 70 Year 10 students on work experience. The feedback 
from host employers was almost universally positive, with most speaking enthusiastically about their student(s). It is an 
amazing opportunity for students to go out into workplaces and we very much appreciate the effort host employers put 
into the experience. 

As happens every year, there were students who were unable to achieve a placement at their most desired location. So 
it was particularly encouraging to speak to the host employers of these students and find out that they were showing an 
equal amount of enthusiasm and initiative as those students who were at their first choice. Congratulations on 
representing yourselves and the College so well!

Thank you to all our host employers!

Abermain Public School Crowne Plaza Hunter Valley MOB Engines

Adamstown Car Doctors Cypress Lakes Resort Musos Corner

Adina-Emersons Café and Restaurant Eagle Aircraft Maintenance Muswellbrook Chronicle

AECOM Pty Ltd Ellalong Farm NSW Rural Fire Brigade

Baird Real Estate Emerald Park Equine Nulkaba Public School

Best & Less Cessnock Equibreed Oz Out of the Square Media

Bob Hunter Automatics Fuse Gallery Hair Skin Body OYA Accounting & Taxation

Brad Lantry Plumbing Services Hartcher Hall Pty Ltd Peter Mann Automotive

Branxton Engineering Hunter Medical Research Institute Peter Sesselmann Artist

Branxton Pharmacy Hunter New England Area Health RFBI Cessnock Village

Branxton Preschool Hunter Valley Aviation Sign Style

Buon Cibo Restaurant Hunter Valley Snails Singleton Motorcycles

C & M Fairlie Building Hunter Valley Visitor Centre SPCC Junior School Sport Dept

Cedar Australia International Irukandji Shark and Ray Encounters Stanford Merthyr Infants School

Cessnock City Council James Butler Building Sunless Secrets Tanning Studio

Cessnock City Library John Watson Earthworks Sweethings Wholesale Bakers

Cessnock East Public School Komatsu Australia The Spa at Chateau Elan

Cessnock Multipurpose Children’s Centre Kurri Kurri Aquatic & Fitness Centre Valley Imaging Radiography

Cessnock Performing Arts Centre Lynch Plumbing Services Vines Community Church

Clements Air Conditioning Maitland City Florist Workplace Safety & Training Services

Mr Doug Hughes
Careers Adviser
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Sport News 
Term 3 Sporting Events Calendar

Term Week Date Event Venue
3 6 28 August CIS Rugby League 7’s (13’s, 15’s & Opens) Penrith

3 6 29 August HRIS Primary Soccer & Netball Gala Days Adamstown Oval & Union St Newcastle 

3 6 30 August CIS Rugby League 7’s Penrith

3 6 31 August AICES Athletics Carnival (secondary) Homebush Stadium

3 8 11 September HRIS U/15’s Basketball Trials TBA

3 8 13 September CIS Primary Athletics Homebush Stadium

3 9 21 September CIS Secondary Athletics Homebush Stadium

Events to be Confirmed
Principal’s Cup Secondary and Primary;
T20 Cricket – Year 7 to 10; Reg Kelly Cup Cricket – Year 5 and 6.

Principal’s Cup – Term 3
Netball and Soccer
Principal’s Cup moves onto Netball and Soccer for Term 3. After winning the trophy in Basketball in Term 2 we look 
forward to again holding the trophy aloft in Term 3.

Exciting to see the start of our SPCC Soccer Academy with the first session on Monday of week 2. Next edition we 
will hear from some of our academy students to see how it is all going. 

 From our House Captains
Our Prep Athletics carnival was held on Wednesday 2nd August at school on Founders Field.  We had an enormous 
crowd of parents and grandparents come and enjoy the day.  A huge congratulations to all our Prep students, high 
school helpers, staff and Mr Hamilton for putting on such a great day for everyone.

Sporting Results
PSSA Cross Country (PSSA in Primary Schools Sporting Association which include all of NSW schools across each 
sector: Private schools, Public schools and Catholic schools).

Ella Northey represented our College last Friday 21st July at the PSSA Cross Country Championships. Ella came 
43rd out of a field of 74 in a time of 9:02. This means she is the 43rd best 9 year old girl cross country running in 
the whole of NSW. What a great performance. 

HRIS trials are a nomination process and you need to express your interest with Mr. Gardner so he can nominate you for HRIS 
trials. No nomination, no trial so be sure to email or go and see Mr Gardner if you would like to be considered to trial.



PARENT NEWSLETTER       TERM 3      WEEK 4

10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba      (02) 4007 5000      cessnock@spcc.nsw.edu.au 15

Sport News 
 Equestrian Results

Name Age Group
Morning -Rider 

Events
Afternoon - Sporting Events

Bending Running T Keyhole Snakes & 
ladders

Sienna Bullen Yr K-2 3rd Working mount, 
2nd showcase, 3rd 

riders class

Encouragement 
award

2nd

Mia Conway Yr 3 - 4 5th working mount
Giselle Hamilton Yr 3 - 4 Encouragement 

award
5th 4th 3rd

Congratulation also to Ella-Rose Merricks, Mia Harrington and Clio Hamilton who also competed on the day. 

Student Recounts
On Friday the 21st of July, at Wyong Pony Club, the St Philip’s Equestrian Team competed at the Central Coast 
Grammar Horse Interschool Competition. 
Sienna and Mia had a very successful morning in the rider classes, with Mia coming 5th in the working mount and 
Sienna coming 3rd in the Working Mount, 2nd in the Showcase, 3rd in the Rider Class.
The afternoon sporting session was blitzed by Giselle taking a place in all classes.  (3rd in snakes and ladders, 4th 
Keyhole, 5th Running T and the Encouragement Award for Bending.
Ella, one of our youngest riders, had her first interschool competition and rode like a pro.  Mia and Clio had a great 
day and completed their jumping level with a clean run, scoring maximum points. 
The team made everyone proud with great sportsmanship, encouraging each other to do their best.  
At the end of the day, the smiles said it all!!

Tomas Harrington
Year 5 Student

St Philip’s had another great day at Lakes Grammar Horse Sports.  We only had a small team, with Mia Harrington 
from Year 4 and Sienna Bullen in Year 1.
Mia had a great day in her rider class coming 3rd and 4th in hacking. 
Sienna had a great day too, in all morning Hack classes she came 1st (Best presented, Rider Class and Hack class).
Let’s get into the afternoon for sporting.
Sienna got 4th in barrels and bending and she got 2nd in keyhole.
Mia got 4th in Keyhole and 2nd in Bending and Barrels.
We had a great day and Sienna also went home as Age Champion after a recount of the points score.
St Philip’s had another awesome day and we can’t wait to go to the next upcoming event.

Mia Harrington
Year 4 Student
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Sport News 
HRIS Secondary Athletics
HRIS Secondary Athletics carnival was held on Tuesday 
25th July and we saw two age pennants with the 17 
years Girls and the 14 years Boys. We also had three 
Age Champions: Ruby Howell (17’s girls) Ben James 
(16’s Boys) and Riley Saxby (14’s Boys) with Ben setting 
two new HRIS records in High Jump with 1.88m jump 
and long jump with 6.25m leap. Congratulations to Ben, 
Ruby and Riley on their wonderful achievements.
A huge congratulations to the whole team that 
represented our College. We came 5th overall in the 
second division carnival and a number of students 
jumped into events to fill in gaps so we had maximal 
participation. Looking forward to further improvement 
in our results next year.

Exciting news out of our Primary HRIS Athletics 
carnival. Overall we came in 3rd Place behind Macquarie 
College 2nd, and SPCC Newcastle 1st. We were very 
close in the overall points for champion school and 
performed really well across all age groups. It was a 
really well-represented carnival with 60 athletes 
competing from Year 2 through to Year 6.
 
We had some outstanding performances
Age Champion Pennants in both 9 years Girls and Boys.
2017 HRIS Div 2 Primary age champions: 
Ella Northey (9 years Girls), 
Taj Little (9 years boys), 
Maddi Zouein (11 years Girls), 
Poppy Marsh (12 years Girls). 
 
Congratulations to all students on an excellent carnival. 
Here we come! We are pushing for Div 1!

Mr Daniel Gardner
Head of Sport

Junior School Sport
What a fantastic start to the term we have all had in 
Junior School PE. We have been practising our tennis 
skills with coach Jason Ambrose from Branxton Tennis 
Academy coming in and teaching tennis skills and drills.

The students have been using rebound nets, totem 
tennis poles and many other tennis resources to display 
their amazing skills. We again have our parent 
community week where parents and caregivers are 
invited to attend and have a game of tennis with their 
children or grandchildren.

Prep had their awesome prep carnival and all had a 
fantastic time. We started the day with a warm-up 
Gummy Bear song and dance, followed by fun-filled 
activities such as the Jumping Castle, sack races and a 
modified parkour course. The Preps had the best time 
ever.

To conclude the day, a delicious Athletes Meal Deal was 
eaten by all. A huge thank you to all the amazing 
teachers and Senior School students who went above 
and beyond in organising and running the day.  As one 
Prep said ‘ It was the best day ever’.

Junior School PE has had a fun first semester and we 
are looking at more amazing PE opportunities over the 
next semester. We look forward to commencing our 
gymnastics program over the next half of this term, with 
many other exciting PE opportunities planned for Junior 
School students.

Don’t forget to keep sending in your ‘Wall of 
Champion‘ photos so we can see what amazing 
sporting events your children have been up to.

Stay tuned for some very exciting news on Junior 
School PE in the near future, and again thank you for 
supporting, encouraging and providing those vital 
sporting moments for your young stars.

Mr Jason Hamilton
Junior School PE
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What’s Happening 
in PDHPE?

Year 9 PASS
This term in Year 9 PASS we have been learning about physical fitness. Specifically, 
the components of fitness. We have been doing activities in class to enhance our 
ability to identify the importance of physical fitness, Mr. Warren and Miss Smith 
have been teaching us about how physical fitness will help us in sport and everyday 
activities. We have been doing fitness testing in prac such as the beep test and the 
stand and jump. Later on this term we will be going to the gym in prac lessons so 
we can be look at how to train the different components of fitness. Later on this 
term we will be visiting a Ninja Warrior Course and testing our own physical 
abilities like speed and agility.

Connor Thomson
Year 9 Student 

Year 7 PDHPE
This term in Year 7 PDHPE our students will be exploring Supporting Myself & Others.  They will be able to 
recognise where and who they can turn to if they do need help in any way.  We recognise that adolescence 
can be a difficult and confusing time, and we explored the changes that are associated with that last term. 
However, this term will help the students identify when they need to seek help and where/who are 
appropriate places.

Year 12 PDHPE
In Year 12 PDHPE at the moment, we are busy preparing for our trials coming up in 2 week’s time which 
covers all content! We are currently learning our option topic number 2 ‘Improving Performance’ which 
focuses on physiological preparation and skill development of athletes. This topic links in with our previous 
topic ‘factors affecting performance’. 

We have been revising for trials and preparing for our HSC exams by 
completing PDHPE past paper exams and being allocated summary 
videos to watch on HSC hub. At the beginning of every lesson our 
teacher Mr. Warren has our class complete 10 random multiple-choice 
questions from past papers to help revise content and get prepared for 
questions that could be assessed.

Lauren Graves
Year 12 Student
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DALE 
‘We have this hope as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure’

DALE
Outdoor Learning Spaces
Our school will be undergoing major ground work 
over the next six months. Our outdoor learning 
spaces will be commencing in Term 4; it will be a very 
exciting time for our staff and students and we 
cannot wait until we can share these wonderful 
spaces with all students from DALE and SPCC. 

Above and Beyond
Congratulations to our first Above and Beyond 
recipients! It has been so exciting introducing our 
new rewards program into our school. We have been 
able to recognise a number of students for their 
participation, outstanding achievements, Christian 
ethos and attempting to go above and beyond in all 
areas of their schooling life. 

DALE 2018
We still have spaces available in Years 3-11 for 2018. 
Please email Samantha.dow@spcc.nsw.edu.au to 
organise a tour of the DALE Cessnock campus and 
discuss possible 
enrolment for your 
child.

Miss Samantha Dow
Head of Campus
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School 
Counsellor

Self-Care
Looking after ourselves is often seen as selfish, indulgent or something we will get to after the jobs are done and the 
children’s needs are met. The truth is we often forget about taking care of our needs. 

I will make an important point here: you are worth focusing on! In fact, it is essential that you take care of yourself. 
Anyone who neglects self-care creates stress on their minds and bodies. This can lead to a weaker immune system, high 
blood pressure, poor mental health and development of poor coping skills. 

The second important point is that as parents, if we are not looking after ourself we are modelling that self-care is not 
important, that our own lives are not important. This teaches our children that looking after themselves is not important.

Elements of Self-care:
Physical
• Eating healthily and regularly
• Getting enough exercise
• Getting adequate and enough sleep
• Time away from phones, computers, social media and TV
• Time in fresh air and natural light

Emotional and Social
• Time with friends and family
• Expressing emotions
• Saying no to extra responsibilities
• Building strong relationships
• Having boundaries

Creative and Spiritual
• Having quiet time to reflect/journal
• Enjoy a hobby or trying something new
• Make time to do what relaxes you
• Write three good things that happen each day
• Engage in mindfulness

A good place to start is learning how you are currently doing. Jump online and complete a self-care assessment and learn 
how you are going in different areas. 

After you have done the quick assessment it will show you areas with practical ideas to target self-care improvement. 
Choose one thing and begin to integrate that into your life. 

Link for self-care assessment: https://inspire.au1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_8vN4sBPKXhoVpv7 

Helpful Apps
Mindfulness: Smiling mind or 1 Big Giant
Sleep tracking: Sleepbot or Pillow
General: Headspace, Good Blocks, DayOne, Exist, Record Recovery.

Mrs Madeleine Lewin
College Counsellor

https://inspire.au1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_8vN4sBPKXhoVpv7 
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Uniform Shop

OPENING HOURS 

Tuesday: 8:00am –11:00am
Thuesday: 1:00pm – 4:00pm

Uniform Shop direct phone number: 4007 5025

 
Shoes / Everyday and Sports Styles
100% positive feedback, available all year round. Aussie 
owned company, leather uppers, multi-fit system and comfy!  
$10 off all shoes for 1 month only….see ad in this 
newsletter for details!

POS System
All 4 uniform shops have switched over to a new Point of 
Sale (POS) system recently and we appreciate your patience 
as staff continue to learn the many facets of this wonderful, 
internet-based software.

Ordering Online
The new SPCC website went live last week and does 
not have the capacity for online ordering to the shops. 
We are looking into a webstore for your convenience. 
Until this is up and running, please place you orders by 
phoning the shop during opening hours on 40075025 or 
emailing shop.newcastle@spcc.nsw.edu.au. Thanks.

Jumpers and Vests
Our jumpers and vests are 80% wool, great quality and have 
the school logo. JS and MS: Olive, SS - Black. They look very 
smart when put with the pinafore, skirt or trousers and the 
wearing of any other knitwear is against school policy.

Raincoats
Clear, comfortable and in a range of sizes to cover 
the uniform when raining. $22.

Scarves
Soft, black scarves with SPCC lettering – 
available to all SPCC students to wear and keep warm, 
especially while waiting for public transport. $22.

Shoes/Everyday and Sports Styles
Available all year round, from an Aussie owned company, 
leather uppers, multi-fit system and comfy!

Calculators
For your convenience, Casio fx-82AU PLUS 11 calculators 
available for all year 7-12 students:  These are a scientific 
calculators recommended by SPCC maths dept. staff. $30.

Second-hand     
 It is not too early to think about items needed for Term 4/
summer uniform and there is quite a lot in the 2nd-hand 
area ready for purchase.  Also added recently is some 
sportwear items – these come and go very quickly so visit 
soon and grab a bargain! A huge thankyou to those families 
who are supporting the school and helping other school 
families by dropping in uniform items to be sold via the 
shop or making a donation to our welfare boxes.  This is a 
hassle free way to get rid of the items you no longer need 
and we have lots of parents browsing through the racks 
and shelves each week. Consignment forms available at the 
shop or by downloading from the SPCC webpage/”uniform 
shop” tab. Alternatively, you can make a sign and place it on 
the pin-board outside the shop. When purchasing or selling 
second-hand items from any of the 4 SPCC uniform shops 
you can be assured that you are purchasing good quality 
and correct uniform items as our processors follow the 
SPCC Second-Hand Policy and this ensures that standard of 
uniform at St Philip’s remains high. 

Some of the summer uniform items currently available are:
JS Khaki Shirts – sizes 6, 7, 8, 10 & 14
MS/SS Boys Overshirts – sizes 10 & 12
MS/SS Girls Overblouses – sizes Y6, W10, W12 & W14
NEW ITEMS/EXCESS STOCK OR PREVIOUS BRAND 
– find them in the second-hand area at the back of the shop.
JS Fleecy Tops -size 3  $30 (SAVE $12)
JS Fleecy Pants -size 3  $20 (SAVE $16)
Summer Dress – size 2 (lighter weight fabric) $50 (SAVE 
$12)
All items listed above are available as at 15/8/17

Any questions or concerns regarding uniform items, please 
see Mel in the shop or email me at Alison.gill@spcc.nsw.
edu.au. * If emailing me, please mention which campus you 
are at. Thanks.   

Alison Gill 
Area Manager – SPCC Uniform Shops
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School
 Notices

SPCC Cessnock Annual Report

The 2016 Annual 
Report is now 
available to be 
viewed on our 
website 

HERE

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/st-philips-christian-college/assets/src/global-library/Annual-Report-2016.pdf


PARENT NEWSLETTER       TERM 3      WEEK 4

10 Lomas Lane, Nulkaba      (02) 4007 5000      cessnock@spcc.nsw.edu.au 22

School
 Notices

DIRECTORY

The St Philip’s Christian College Business Directory is a 
great way for the school community to get involved and 

support one another. 

If you would like to advertise in our Business Directory 
please email Keira Mason at Keira.Mason@spcc.nsw.edu.au

Please click HERE to be directed  
to our website to view the 2017  
Business Directory! 

St Philip’s Christian College
Cessnock Campus

PHONE 4007 5000
WEB www.spcc.nsw.edu.au
EMAIL cessnock@spcc.nsw.edu.au

Wine Country Dr, Nulkaba (near Cessnock)

26th August 2017
10am - 3pm

For Stall Holder enquiries, 
please contact Janelle - 4007 5000 or Janelle.Ebert@spcc.nsw.edu.au

   For Early Bird special on unlimited ride wristbands contact Deb on 4007 5000

Amusement Rides
Market stalls  
Great Food  

Live Entertainment  

 

Woodchopping  
Food & Art Exhibits    
Chocolate Wheel

Showbags  

Gourmet Palette
Petting Zoo  

Helicopter Joy Rides   
And so much more..

 

Saturday August 26, 2017 
10am - 3pm

Cessnock
26th August 2017

‘TO INFINITY AND BEYOND’

Textiles
Quilting, patchwork, embroidery, 

wearable art and any one-off pieces which 
have been lovingly, knitted, crocheted, felted, 
woven or stitched together in your favourite 

fabrics and fibres. 
This is what makes up the textile exhibition.  

Competition pieces will be judged on 
creativity, skill and precision.

    
Contact Sue on 

rickyandsuzie@hotmail.com 
for an Entry Form.

Cake 
Decorating

We’re looking for a cake that goes 
above and beyond all others, in fact – 

TO INFINITY & BEYOND

Decorate your cake and enter it into this 
year’s Gourmet Palette. This is a People’s 

Choice award, your cake will not be tasted
 it’s simply a vote on how it is decorated.

Contact Rebecca at 
info@gemelliestate.com.au

for an Entry Form.

 
the Gourmet Palette
Hosted by St Philip’s Spring Fair

    Food, Art and Creative Textiles on display in our 
exhibition hall.

    Enter your work into the exhibition for judging 
or come in and admire the work of many 

creative locals.
    

ENTRY IS FREE
    Contact Kath.hirons@spcc.nsw.edu.au

Food
After the success of last year’s 
Condiment section, it’s back!

Make a condiment and present it as you 
would serve it at home. Whether this be with 
cheese, on a scone or over a salad – the ideas 

are infinite.

Introducing ‘Farmer’s Alley’ - we are 
after your biggest, brightest, juiciest fresh 
produce. So it’s time to get in the garden, 
plant your seeds and watch them grow.

Contact Rebecca at 
info@gemelliestate.com.au 

for an Entry Form.

 

Art
Are you an artist or photographer?

    Create an artwork inspired by the theme, 
“To Infinity and Beyond” and enter the 

Gourmet Palette artist exhibition. 

The categories are mixed media, photography 
and small sculptures, and will be judged by a 

local artist.
    

Contact Jacqui at jlmthr@gmail.com 
for your Entry Form.

http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/images/services/SPCCBusinessDirectory_2017.pdf
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Community 
Notices

For more information call Amanda on 0408 173 510   |   https://www.facebook.com/newvinevineyards/

New Vine Vineyards is a new church and we would love you to join with us as 
we support each other and our community with God’s love and grace.

We meet on Saturday evenings, 6pm, at St Philip’s Christian College Cessnock. 

https://www.facebook.com/newvinevineyards/
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Community 
Notices

 

–

Cardholder’s name:

CLICK HERE!
SPCC 
Entertainment 
Books &
Apps are 

now 
Available! 

All Proceeds from the night will be donated to the Angels of East Africa. Signed books and DVD’s will be on 
sale on the night. Please note that the Movie ‘Machine Gun Preacher’ has been edited to an M rating, 
however it does still contain some violence. All are welcome to attend the movie and/or the talk with Sam.

PIZZA, MOVIE & 
MEET THE MAN 

BEHIND THE MOVIE

SAM 
CHILDERS

4 September 2017
at SPCC Cessnock

MOVIE START TIME
5:30PM (RATED M)

SAM CHILDERS SPEAK 
FROM 7:30PM (APPROX.)

$5 PER HEAD INCLUDED 
MOVIE, PIZZA AND TALK 

BY SAM CHILDERS

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/3i4089
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Community 
Notices

No 308 
(CITY OF MAITLAND) 

SQN AAFC

Visit us on our next Information Nights or contact
us for more information:

Scobie Depot
Harvey Road

RUTHERFORD   NSW   2320

Telephone: 02 4932 5808
Parade Night: 1800 to 2130 Wednesdays 

Email: admino.308SQN@aafc.org.au 
Website: http://308sqn.aafc.org.au

Next Information Nights:

6.15 pm
Scobie Training Depot       

Wednesday; 2nd and 9th August 2017

 

 

AUSTRALIAN  
AIR F RCE CADETS 
CADET RECRUITING 

 
The Australian Air Force Cadets is one of the Premier Youth Organisations of 
Australia. We are currently recruiting for 2017. 

 
Do you want to: 
 
 Learn to fly 
 
 Develop your leadership and communication skills 

 
 Participate in adventure training and field craft activities 

 
 Meet new people and make life long friends 

 
 And heaps more 
 

If you: 
 
 Are an Australian resident 
 
 Have good general health 

 
 Are between 13 and 18 years old 

 
 Can attend weekly activities 

 
 Have permission from your parent or guardian 

 
Become a Cadet in the Australian Air Force Cadets 

 

EDUCATES  CHALLENGES  EXCITES 
 
 

For more information, find your nearest Australian Air Force Cadet Squadron by 
visiting our website at: 

 

www.aafc.org.au 
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SHOES!
AVAILABLE AT OUR ST PHILIP’S UNIFORM SHOP

  Everyday Shoes 
5 styles: 

Dakota, Larrikin, 
Strobe, Kick & Aero

Dakota
Leather Upper
Leather Lining             
Multi-Fit System
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes US 5-12
RRP $129.95 

Larrikin
Leather Upper
Leather Lining              
Multi-Fit System         
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 10-5.5 RRP $119.95
US 5-12       RRP $129.95

Strobe
Leather Upper
Leather Lining            
Multi-Fit System       
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 11-5.5  RRP $119.95
UK 6-14      RRP $129.95

These sport shoes are supportive, all 
black, offer full-foot protection, and 
are in accordance with the school 

uniform policy.

Kick  
Leather Upper
Leather Lining        
Multi-Fit System
PU Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 10-5.5
RRP $119.95

Aero
Leather Upper
Leather Lining         
Multi-Fit System
Phylon/Rubber Outsole
Lightweight & Durable

Sizes UK 3-13
RRP $139.95

Atlanta
51% Leather Upper
Contoured Footbed     
Phylon/Rubber Outsole
Lightweight and 
Durable

Sizes UK 6-13
RRP $99.95 

Houston
51% Leather Upper
Contoured Footbed     
Phylon/Rubber Outsole
Lightweight and 
Durable

Sizes UK 10-5
RRP $79.95 

Sport Shoes 
2 styles: 

Atlanta & Houston

These lace-up, formal shoes offer 
safe and full-foot protection, can be 

polished, and are in accordance 
with the school uniform policy.

Roc brand shoes are an Aussie owned company. 

$10 OFF ALL SHOES FOR ONE MONTH ONLY! 14/8/2017 - 14/9/2017


