
NEWSLETTER 
TERM 1, 2019

The harvesters are paid good wages, and 
the fruit they harvest is people brought 
to eternal life. What joy awaits both the 
planter and the harvester alike! 

John 4:36
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A MESSAGE FROM  
the PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Mrs Michelle Cairelli

As I commence my 10th year as Principal of St Philip’s 
Christian College Gosford, there has been  a significant period 
of reflection upon drawing nearer toward the 2020 vision for 
a World Class School, all for the Glory of God. Back in 2010, 
the vision seemed a little crazy however certainly positioned 
us well to please God, for without faith it is impossible to 
please Him!!

It has been a huge journey in even identifying what it is that is 
World Class for the Glory of God and what is not! I certainly 
do not believe that it is an elitist model where everyone is 
aiming for Band 6s in the HSC, though we celebrate with 
great joy when our more academic students do! We have 
so many success stories, from gaining honours in the HSC 
to where students have been able to break through huge 
barriers to be able to complete their HSC at all. And that is 
simply the end point of their schooling with us.  My hope for 
everyone, no matter what their capabilities or achievements,  
is that they leave this school knowing they are destined for a 
life of passion and purpose and are leaving equipped to 

pursue that for the whole of their life; that they are constantly 
using their own benchmark of personal best in every area 
of their lives; and that we have systems and processes in 
place that this school will be able to sustain the standard of 
World Class for the Glory of God for the indefinite future.  
This would include continuing to employ quality Christian 
staff who consistently teach from a Christian worldview; 
who care for each other and our students well and create an 
environment where Christ is First, not only in name but in 
the way we treat each other.

Physically the school does not look the same as it did 10 
years ago.  We have a new Information Resource Centre, a 
covered outdoor basketball court, extensions to our College 
Hall, a new Middle School building, new staff room, new 
Junior School building, 2 school buses, and now a brand new 
Technology Learning Centre, complete with STEAM lab and 
a mountain bike track at the rear of the school. 
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We have introduced a whole new system of Literacy and 
Numeracy intervention that has seen our results improve 
dramatically. Our performing arts programmes, including 
‘Annie’, ‘The Lion King’ and ‘Romeo & Juliet’,  have been 
World Class school productions with a strong Christian 
focus in each that brings Glory to the name of God through 
the message delivered as well as the production itself.  As can 
be seen on our library steps, our themes and bible verses 
each year remind the children of the importance of God’s 
truth and love and power in our lives. In partnership with all 
SPCC schools, and in conjunction with Alphacrucis, we have 
birthed a teaching school to sow into the next generation 
of Christian teachers.Three of our executive staff have 
grown in their journey here to become Christian School 
Principals themselves.  We have opened OOSH, the DALE 
Young Parents’ School in Wyong and a DALE campus on site 
at Gosford.

People may have different opinions about what makes a 
school World Class. This is a very exciting journey to be part 
of and one that I hope and pray brings Glory to God. 10 years 
ago, this school was facing many challenges and came close 
to closing as enrolments rapidly declined to as low as 303 in  

Term 1 of 2010.  As we begin 2019 we have 580 enrolments 
at Gosford and we are thriving.  We have 40 students in our 
DALE Campus and the DALE Young Parents school at Wyong 
has enrolled 34 young mums working towards a full HSC.

2019 is our year of ‘Harvest’. We are certainly enjoying the 
fruits of our labours in many important areas already, but the 
most important one and the one that matters most is the 
harvest that God refers to in His word and in our scripture 
for the year:

‘The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is 
people brought to eternal life.  What joy awaits both the harvester 
and the planter alike!’ John 4:36

This harvest may be rather harder to quantify and yet for the 
staff at SPCC Gosford it is the cry of our hearts that all our 
families will know and experience the love of Jesus.  If our 
children leave school knowing that they are loved by God, 
are saved by God and can trust in Him, no matter what their 
circumstances, then that would be the harvest that brings the 
greatest joy.

Official Opening Technology  
  Learning Centre

    Wednesday 6 March 10am 
    RSVPs essential: 
     janet.parkhouse@spcc.nsw.edu.au

  THINK TANK 
    HEADING TOWARDS 2020

      WEDNESDAY 6 MARCH
         COLLEGE LIBRARY
      7PM -  ALL WELCOME
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St Philip’s Christian College, Gosford  Events Listing

 

WELCOME TO 2019! 
 

Week 6 - Green Week
Monday 4 March Year 11 Chemistry Excursion to ANSTO at Lucas Heights NSW
Wednesday 6 March HRIS Primary Zone Carnival

Official Opening of Technology Learning Centre
Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes
After School Sport Cricket Program - refer Mrs MacKenzie
Parent Think Tank

Week 7 - Yellow Week
Wednesday 13 March HRIS Zone Secondary Swimming Carnival

Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes
After School Sport Cricket Program - refer Mrs MacKenzie
Stage 6  Parent Teacher Interviews

Week 8 - Green Week
Monday 18 March Year 11 RYDA - refer Mr Boyce
Wednesday 20 March Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes

After School Sport Cricket Program - refer Mrs MacKenzie
Information Night - www.stphilipsinfonight.com.au

Week 9 - Yellow Week
Monday 25 March Year 3 to the Australian Reptile Park
Tuesday 26 March AICES Swimming
Wednesday 27 March Year 10 Geography Excursion to Central Coast Marine Discovery Centre

Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes
After School Sport Cricket Program - refer Mrs MacKenzie

Thursday 28 March College Cross Country
Week 10 - Green Week
Tueday 2 April Parent Teacher Interviews - Kindergarten to Year 10
Wednesday 3 April Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes
Week 11 - Yellow Week
Wednesday 10 April Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes
Thursday 11 April Parent Teacher Interviews
Friday 12 April Last Day of Term 1

Whole College Easter Service
TERM 2 COMMENCES
Week 1 - Green Week
Monday 29 April Term 2 begins

Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes
Week 2 - Yellow Week
Wednesday 1 May Whole College ANZAC Day Service

Tabletop Club (Years 7 & 8) - refer Mr Holmes
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Our College Prayer
Almighty God, whom truly to know is eternal life,
Grant us perfectly to know Your Son, Jesus Christ,

To be the Way, the Truth, and the life.
That following in the steps of your Holy apostle, St Philip,

We may steadfastly walk in the way that leads to eternal life,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen!

1. Christ First - we want to honour Christ in all things. 
2. Serve One Another - we want to appreciate the unique God-given potential 
of each person. 
3. Strive for Excellence - we want to aim to continually do our very best in our 
learning and serving. 
4. Do What is Right - we want to always behave in a Christian manner. 
5. Build Community - we want everyone to know they belong.

Our College 
Core Values

2019 Dates
Term 1   29 January - 12 April
Term 2   29 April - 28 June
Term 3   22 July - 27 September
Term 4   14 October - 4 December

Our 2019 Scripture

The harvesters are paid good 
wages, and the fruit they 

harvest is people brought to 
eternal life. What joy awaits 

both the planter and the 
harvester alike! 

John 4:36
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN
Mr Geoff Brown

There is an African proverb, “There is only one crime worse than 
murder on the desert, and that is to know where the water is and 
not tell.” We know where the water is! We’ve got the greatest 
news in the world: God grace is available for everyone who 
trusts in Jesus as Lord and Saviour! We’ve got to tell everyone.

That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the 
feet of messengers who bring good news!” Romans 10:14

Whether face-to-face or through social media, we are 
not ashamed to share the latest happenings in our 
lives. Shouldn’t we be even more excited to share the 
message of God’s great love and grace with the world? 
Yet, why is it that we sometimes feel uncomfortable talking 
about our faith and salvation? Are we afraid that we will 
not have the right words to say? In our society of “political 
correctness,” are we afraid we might offend someone? 
Do we not feel qualified to share the Christian message, 
thinking evangelism should be left to the “professionals”?
Sharing God’s good news is more than just an occasional post 

on social media with a Bible verse (although those can certainly 
touch hearts). We are called to live a lifestyle that unashamedly 
declares that we belong to Jesus – a life of worship that 
glorifies God in everything, gives Him praise, and testifies to 
His work. Of course, this will look different for everyone. But 
as the early apostles were, so we too must always be sensitive 
to opportunities to speak truth and share God’s message. 
Paul declared that he was unashamed to proclaim the 
gospel. He understood the power of the gospel message 
in bringing God’s eternal salvation to all who put their 
faith in Christ. With the Spirit’s empowerment, the bold 
apostle would let nothing deter him from proclaiming 
the powerful message that people so desperately need. 
Centuries later, the same gospel message still has the power 
to transform lives. Let’s not be ashamed to testify to the 
good work God is doing in our lives and our world today.
 Next time you click the “share” button to share a link or photo 
with your friends, take a moment to pray that God would 
open up opportunities for you to share His truth and love.

FROM THE CHAPLAIN’S DESK
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR  
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
Mrs Helen Finlay

AMAZING THINGS HAPPENING  
IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL THIS YEAR!

St Philip’s Christian College schools featured in an article on 
the future of effective teacher education in The Australian 
newspaper on February 21st.  The article essentially talks 
about a new model of teacher education which is a little 
more like an apprenticeship.  It dedicates each teacher weekly 
time on a class in conjunction with their tertiary studies in 
order to have them better prepared and better educators 
at the end of their 4 year teaching degree. Below is a quote 
from the article:

“In the NSW Hunter region, the St Philip’s group of six schools has 
flipped the model of teacher training: the clinical practice model 
on steroids. This hub model involves a cluster of schools, connected 
through geographical proximity and ethos, of up to 10,000 school 
student enrolments.

The cluster employs them one day a week as a teacher’s aide. 
They are financially rewarded and embedded in classes from day 
one in the clinical practice model, inducted into the local ethos, 
mentored and embraced by the school community.”

Hastie, D. (2019). The Australian: Here’s a plan to create more inspirational teachers. 
Retrieved 21 February, 2019, from https://www.theaustralian.com.au/opinion/heres-a-
plan-to-create-more-inspirational-teachers/news-story/0ddbfa929f551470aebee97126cd
dfeb?login=1

I am thrilled to announce that we have two of these students 
with us in the Junior School this year.  Amy Johnston and 
Olivia Madigan are working with our Kindergarten teachers 
and students on Tuesdays and are proving to be an enormous 
blessing to us.  

      Amy Johnston           Olivia Madigan
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Last Monday Mrs Cairelli, our new Director of Studies Mr 
Peter Muddle and I travelled to Sydney for the inaugural 
Sydney Morning Herald Schools Symposium. Among the 
many speakers we heard from, including the current 
Minister for Education Rob Stokes, there was an over-riding 
theme of a move to ensure more personalised learning 
for students and instructional leadership for teachers in 
future years.   What was exciting was that a lot of what was 
discussed as future goals for education, was articulated by 
our principal Michelle Cairelli last year in preparation for 
a 2019 roll out.  This year as a result, we have grown our 
Instructional Leadership model from K-4  to Year 12 and 
we are working on how we might help students set, work 
towards, track and achieve their personal best goals.  It is 
wonderful to feel like we are going to be ground breakers 
in this area and to see the reputation of St Philip’s growing 
as being world class educators for the glory of God. 

J.O.Y

At our Junior School chapels  
this semester we are  
exploring the theme of JOY.   

Jesus first, Others second  
and Yourself last.  Initially  
we will be exploring the  
Gospels and getting to know  
Jesus the person better and  
His works, through His word.   

It is only through understanding Jesus better we can truly 
ask ourselves ‘what would Jesus do?’ and be truly beacons 
of His light and love to others. 

BE A PART OF PRAYING  
FOR OUR SCHOOL

Our students and staff 
need your prayers. 

This is a matter of importance!

We often think of what we should have 
done after an event. Lets not miss op-
portunities to pray for God’s provision 

and protection.

You can be involved every Tuesday we 
meet in the library at 9:00 am just after 
the start of school for a short time of 

prayer.

Come join us,

Geoff Brown 
Chaplain 
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The 2019 Premier’s Reading Challenge 
is now on! 

 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge aims to encourage a love of 
reading for leisure and enjoyment in students, and to enable them 
to experience quality literature. It is not a competition but a 
challenge for each student to read and to read more widely. 
The challenge is available for all NSW students in Kindergarten-
Year 9. 

 

The challenge closes on the 30th August, 2019. 
 

If you would like your child to complete the challenge this year: 
 

If you already have your child’s login details from last year:  
They have not changed. There is no need to contact the library to begin 
the challenge. Log in to the PRC website as usual at 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html or Google ‘PRC NSW’. The 
website should answer all your PRC questions.  

  
If your child is new to the school:  

The library staff will need to register the student. Please email 
gosford.librarystaff@spcc.nsw.edu.au requesting your student’s 
registration, and include the name of your child’s previous school. The 
library staff will reply to your email address with your student’s PRC login 
details. They can then log on and begin the challenge. Log in to the PRC 
website as usual at https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html. 

 
If you have lost your child’s login details from last year:  

Email gosford.librarystaff@spcc.nsw.edu.au.  We will send a reply to 
your email address with the login details. They can then log on and begin the 
challenge. Log in to the PRC website as usual at 
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html. 

 
We have a large range of Premier’s Reading Challenge books 
available to borrow in the library. The library has a colour code 
system to help students locate PRC books which are suitable for 
their level. 

 
Red dot: Years K-2 

Orange dot: Years 3-4 
Blue dot: Years 5-6. 
Green dot: Years 7-9 

 
Happy Reading! 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Firstly, to all of our new Middle School families, welcome!  My 
prayer for this year is that each of our students develops an 
awareness of Christ’s love and works towards finding their 
passion and purpose. As our theme for this year is ‘Harvest’, 
we pray for and are expectant of God’s provision for us and 
God’s blessings for others. 

The start of a new school year brings an abundance of nervous 
energy as our students undertake new learning opportunities 
and experiences, and for some, a new school with unfamiliar 
teachers, peers and subjects. Nervous feelings are a sensible 
reaction to situations where there is unfamiliarity, or might 
even be a little bit scary. As the school term starts gaining 
momentum and new challenges are thrown our way, here 
are some suggestions that, as parents, we can support our 
children when they are faced with the unknown and to help 
our children to understand that it is ok and normal to feel 
like this in situations. 

Here are 10 tips to help your children through feelings of 
nervousness: 

1. Create an opportunity to talk the fears over – 
Opening and maintaining conversations with our children 
allows us to ask questions and to talk about feelings. 

2. Normalising – Normalising the fact that some new things 
make us nervous is a great way to show children that they 
are not alone. Share an experience when you were nervous. 
3. Do not reinforce fear – Being aware of our own feelings 
is an important part of helping our children identify and 
recognising their feelings. Body language and leading negative 
discussions are not helpful in managing fear. 
4. Set clear expectations and goals – this helps with the 
feelings of manageability and achievement for children. Giving 
goals to get through each step of the activity that is making 
them nervous and celebrate their achievement. 
5. Build a ‘I’m Nervous’ tool kit – Building a toolkit with 
children provides a lifetime of skills and strategies. These 
might include deep breathing, stress ball, talk back to worries, 
write it down, trusted people to go to, or muscle relaxation. 
6. Let the teachers know what’s going on – It’s helpful 
for teachers to know that your young person is feeling 
nervous and, in most cases, there will be others feeling that 
way, too. Some well-timed talks and activities can help put 
everyone in a better place. 
7. Do not avoid the situation – Just like telling your child 
not to worry won’t stop them worrying, avoiding triggers 
won’t help your child to learn to deal with fear. We need to 
help them push through these situations safely, as a challenge 
creates an opportunity and each success builds positive 

NEWS FROM OUR  
HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL
Mrs Bronwyn Fahey
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management and mastery. 
8. Practice reframing – Being nervous and feelings of 
helplessness can get children caught in a cycle of ‘what if ’ and 
‘I can’t’. Take some time to work through positive reframing 
to empower and teach your child to take control over their 
nervous thoughts. 
9. Model healthy ways of handling nervousness – 
Letting your children see how you cope with nervousness is 
a large part of building a healthy set of coping skills. 
10. Back to basics – adequate sleep, limited screen time, 
downtime to decompress, daily exercise, play, prayer, healthy 
meals and plenty of water are all foundations for making 
these things all come together. 

If you would like to speak to someone if you have concerns 
about your child, or they may be exhibiting signs of anxiety, 
please contact your child’s Pastoral Care teacher and they 
can direct you to support services. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STAFF 2019
We have seen amazing growth in our Middle School this year, 
now with over 200 students, for which we are thankful to 
God for. Due to this growth, we have welcomed some staffing 
changes to Middle School year, as well as a slight restructure. 
With year group classes in Stage 3, an additional Year 6 class, 
and Stage 4 classes returning to a core teacher structure, we 
are excited to see what this year has in store for us. 

The staff for Middle School 2019 includes: 

Miss McKnight and Miss Brown – Year 5

Mrs McLachlan and Mrs Wright (Wed), Mr Hynd and 
Mr Matthews – Year 6

Mrs Lopez and Mr Holmes – Year 7
Mrs Healey and Mrs Jackson – Year 8

Mrs Katie McManus has returned from maternity leave and 
working alongside Mrs Moir, teaching CAPA to Stage 3.
Mr Jesse Manners has returned to our Inclusive Education 
Team in a full time capacity, under the leadership of Mrs Claire 
Gray. Supporting Mrs Gray and Mr Manners will be our new 
Teacher’s Aides, Mrs Burton, Mrs Goodey and Miss Cheek. 
Miss Rachael Smith has also commenced at the College, as 
our new School Counsellor, working alongside the Inclusive 
Education Team. 

If you need to contact a staff member regarding your child’s 
learning, welfare, or progress, you can contact them using 
the staff members firstname.lastname@spcc.nsw.edu.au 
Alternatively, contact your child’s Pastoral Care teacher. 

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE
As some of you may be aware, each year our College has 
‘treasures’, or goals, that we aim to meet to continue working 
towards our vision of being a ‘World Class school for the 
glory of God’. This year, our Social Treasure is to establish 
a common language and system for student engagement.  As 
part of this implementation, the College has established 3 
shared behaviour expectations: 

1. All students and staff will model the College’s Core Values 
of Christ First, Strive for Excellence, Serve One Another, Do 
What is Right, and Build Community. 

2. All students and staff will model the College’s behavioural 
expectations, that all students: 
- Have the right to learn.
- Have the right to feel safe.
- Have the right to be respected. 

3. Impact positively on the learning and safety of others. 
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In Week 1, Pastoral Care staff spent time 
unpacking these behaviour 
expectations, identifying our 
rights and responsibilities 
with the students. By using 
the term ‘rights’ and not 
rules, the students are 
involved in the process and 
empowered them to know 
that school is a place to learn, 
to feel safe and to be 
respected for everyone. 
With rights comes 
responsibilities, and it 
encourages accountability
for both staff and students 
and the impact of our actions on others. 

As part of the discipline process, the College staff will be 
using the language of ‘Above and Below the Line’ to address 
positive and negative behaviours. This strategy was created 
by Dr Marvin Marshall, a leading educator in relationships 
and discipline. When students are operating ‘Above the Line’, 
students are in control of their behaviour. When students are 
operating ‘Below the Line’, it is the role of the teacher or adult 
to act as the student is unable or unwilling to control their 
own behaviour. Posters of Above/Below the Line have been 
distributed throughout the College, including in all of the sub-
school classrooms, common areas such as the canteen and 
student reception, and are referred to regularly by staff. This 
language has so far been hugely successful and we appreciate 
your support in building a learning environment that is 
engaging, safe and ultimately glorifies God.  
 
MACBOOK AND MOBILE PHONE EXPECTATIONS
As we commence a new year, now is an excellent time to 
remind students of the expectations around Macbook and 
mobile devices during school hours. These expectations are 
put in place to encourage social interaction during break 
times, to protect equipment and student privacy. Some key 
information relevant for parents include:

- Portable personal devices should not be used during the 
school day (after 8.30am) and are to be turned off. If parents 
need to contact their child during the school day to pass on 
messages, please contact Student Reception.

- If devices (Macbooks, phones and smartwatches) are being 
used at incorrect times or in an inappropriate manner, 
teachers may remove the device and it will be kept in a 
staffroom, to be collected at the end of the day. 

- Students are not to use Macbooks outside, unless under the 
direct supervision of a teacher. This includes before school, 
after school and during break times. 

- Video and photography of other students without direct 
permission is prohibited. 

- The use of a device to bully, intimidate or harass another 
student is illegal and may result in the removal of the device. 
Parents and any other relevant authority may be notified. 

CAMP HIGHLIGHTS
In Week 3, our students ventured off on our annual camps. 
This is a valuable time of the year, where students and staff 
have an opportunity to connect without the constraints of 
the classroom. Stage 3 visited the nation’s capital as part 
of their classroom studies focusing on the development of 
Australia as a Nation. Stage 4 attended Crusaders Galston 
Gorge, where their comfort zones were challenged. Below is 
some feedback from our students:  

STAGE 3
Canberra was the most amazing thing to ever happen 
to me so I am just so appreciative. I enjoyed every bit of 
it especially Questacon because it was science based and I 
bought a levitator, it was only $15 and it basically levitates. 
At Questacon I went on a massive slide and I was a little 
bit scared and got jolted when I slid down which made me 
scream. We also went to Parliament House and I remember 
seeing the Prime Minister and Lucy Wicks. It was fun because 
we got to see the government and see the ministers and we 
also got to see protestors which was pretty cool.
By Kayden. J Tolson – Year 5
 
At Canberra, it was an adventure but really fun. We went to 
Parliament house, Questacon, AIS, and the Mint. It was full of 
excitement and laughter. Mostly because of all the things we 
got to do and spending time with my friends and getting to 
know our teachers, Miss Brown, Mrs Smith and Mr Matthews 
and Mrs Fahey. At night it was really cold, and the bus drive 
was very very long. My favourite part was being in the cabins 
and buying stuff from Questacon, the rooms were really cool 
because of what they had compared to last years.
By Lilli Brial-Foggin – Year 5

My favourite thing about Canberra was going to the new 
Parliament House and the old Parliament House with all my 
friends. I was lucky enough to see Lucy Wicks and we got to 
go to the Mint where they make coins. Fun fact – it’s worth 
over 10 million dollars. 
By Flynn Corner – Year 5

STAGE 4
Where do I start? There were so many good things about 
camp! Like cooking my own dinner, eating that dinner, eating 
lunch, eating breakfast… Oh yeah there was also cool stuff 
like abseiling down 10-15 metre cliffs, doing extreme fun rope 
courses. And even building our own catapults then catching 
the balls that they fired. We played night games, day games 
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and even Marco polo in the pool. Camp was awesome! But 
dessert was the best part! 
By Aston Wilkinson – Year 7
 
If I could sum up camp in 1 paragraph this how I would do 
it. It was tonnes of action-packed fun. Including activities like 
abseiling, catapulting and low ropes. Plus, heaps of games. You 
get to have fun with your friends, get to know the leaders, 
make new friends and learn even more about your teachers 
along the way. You also get to learn more about Jesus and the 
bible in little groups. If I could sum camp up in word, it would 
be fun. 
By Summer Moffatt Woods – Year 7

Camp at Galston Gorge was a great experience. We had 
the opportunity to participate in many fun activities. We 
participated in High Ropes, survival activities and we went on 
a four-hour hike which was a lot of fun! We made our own 
dinner and had a great time. 
By Jessica Farrelly – Year 8

This year, camp was really enjoyable for everyone in year 8. 
We all had enjoyed socialising and getting to know people 
we normally wouldn’t spend time with at school. The hike 
was very fun for most people because we were all talking, 
laughing and getting to know the camp leaders. The camp 
leaders were always very helpful and nice when we went and 
spoke to them or if we needed help. The activities that we 
did on the first day were lots of fun for everyone. We played 
laser tag, did a high ropes course and a did teamwork activity. 
It was fun to get outdoors, sleep in tents and cook our own 
dinner one night.
By Emily Ireland – Year 8
 

UPCOMING EVENTS
This year is set to be another cracker of a year. We are always 
looking for ways to continue building community here at 
the College. More information will follow via our College 
and Middle School Facebook pages and emails with specific 
information about these events. Here are some key dates for 
the diary: 

HRIS Primary Swimming Zone Carnival – Wednesday 6th 
March (Week 6)

Official Opening C-Block TAS building – Wednesday 6th 
March (Week 6)

Think Tank – Wednesday 6th March (Week 6)

HRIS Secondary Swimming Zone Carnival – Wednesday 13th 
March (Week 7)

Information Night – Wednesday 20th March (Week 8)

College Cross Country Carnival – Tuesday 26th March 
(Week 9)

Parent/Teacher Interviews – Tuesday 2nd April (Week 10) 
and Thursday 11th April (Week 11)

College Easter Service – Friday 12th April (Week 11)

We look forward to partnering with you this year. 

  We are so grateful when you can spare time to volunteer within the different departments in our school. 
  To those who attended our recent Volunteer Workshop, Welcome packs will sent out shortly.

  In the meantime, please note that in order for you to volunteer within the College, we require that you 
  have a Volunteer’s Working With Children Check (free from www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au).

  When you have obtained your number, you must then email: 

  1) your name, 
  2) your WWC number and 
  3) your date of birth to michele.stewart@spcc.nsw.edu.au 
 for it to be verified.

  And a reminder to current parent volunteers 
  that when you have renewed your WWCC 
  after 5 years, please also email that to us!
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL
Mr Cameron Johnston

It has been a great start to 2019. We welcome the Year 9 students to the Senior School, along with all the new students and 
the new staff! 

NEW STAFF
There are some new faces to get to know in the Senior School:

Mr Peter Muddle is 
our new 
Director of Studies 
and Instructional 
Leadership. 

Mrs Marjorie Lamrock is our new  
Instructional Leader for English and 

HSIE. 

Miss Rachael Smith is our new 
School Counsellor. 

Mrs Julie Glohe is our new  
Kitchen Manager

We are very blessed to have each of these staff in their respective roles, and already they have made a positive impact on 
our College.
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THEME - HARVEST
As you know, the theme for this year is ‘Harvest’ and the 
scripture supporting this theme is John 4:36 which says “ 
The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is 
people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and 
the harvester alike!”. In Assembly, Chapel and other classes we 
have been exploring what the theme of Harvest might mean 
for our students. As a Christian School we unashamedly want 
our students to enjoy knowing that their Heavenly Father 
created them in this world for a reason, and that He created 
them to have a passion and a purpose. Our role as educators, 
in partnership with you as their parents and carers, is to 
help the students recognise what their passion and purpose 
might be. In a farming sense, the harvest is the final element 
that brings forth all the hard work earlier in the season to 
produce the crop. This is the phase that the students are in 
currently as they prepare their soil for the year ahead.

C BLOCK RENOVATIONS COMPLETE!
On 6th March we will be officially opening the new C Block 
facilities for Food Tech/Hospitality, and Design and Technology 
spaces. They look amazing and we feel very blessed by God 
in his provision for our school. Huge thanks to Norths and 
all the staff that have been involved in its construction, from 
planning phase through to the finishing touches and moving 
all the equipment back in to the rooms. Our builders have 
done an amazing job and I am looking forward to seeing the 
creativity that flows from the new spaces. I have included a 
couple of pictures of our new facilities.

SCHOOL POLICE LIAISON OFFICER VISIT
Our students received a visit from the School Police Liaison 
Officer who had been organised to come and speak to 
the different Year Groups in Senior School. He covered a 
number of helpful topics as the students become more active 
members in our society. These topics included substance 
abuse, driving, cyber crimes and safe partying. We want our 
students to be prepared for the whole of their life, both now 
and in the future, and poor decisions that they may make now 
can have huge implications and consequences for their future.

Please speak to your child about the presentation and what 
they learned. We are planning on having a parent information 
evening, possibly early next term. Further information will be 
sent out to parents in due course so please look out for that 
opportunity.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL
The School swimming carnival was a great success. The 
House Captains did a great job in organising their House 
groups to compete and have fun in the novelty events. 
My thanks also to all the Year 12 students that involved 
themselves in supporting the younger swimmers to achieve 
their best in the pool. It was a great school community event 
with a very positive atmosphere created by all the students. 
Congratulations must go to Meros House for winning the 
carnival!

CAMPS
Following on from the swimming carnival of Week Three were 
our Senior School Camps. Each Year Group goes to a different 
location and experiences a different set of challenges to help 
them to grow and develop into stronger, more independent 
and resilient young people. Each student I am sure has their 
own story to share, but I really value hearing the stories that 
come back whereby students have overcome their fear of 
heights, or walked further than they ever have with a pack, 
or even simply that they had come back from camp with a 
greater appreciation of a bed and a shower! 

STAGE SIX PARENT TEACHER EVENING
A quick reminder for our Stage Six parents that the Stage 6 
Parent Teacher Interviews will be taking place on Wednesday 
13th March from 4:30pm – 8pm. This will be a great 
opportunity to connect with your child’s teachers early in 
the year as they head into their final studies. Can I encourage 
you to please bring your child with you to the interviews so 
that we can partner with you all in this process. From 6pm – 
6:30pm Miss Briggs will be conducting a talk for all those that 
are interested in the service trip to Vanuatu at the end of Year 
12. Appointments can be made with Year Advisors, Career’s 
Advisor, as well as the School Counsellor. We look forward 
to seeing you there!
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 OPENING HOURS
TUESDAYS: 8:00AM – 11:00AM
THURSDAYS: 1:00PM – 4:00PM

A MESSAGE FROM  
OUR UNIFORM SHOP
Mrs Alison Gill - Area Manager
The Uniform Shop has just started to settle down after 
a busy back-to-school period and I want to say a huge 
thankyou to Nicole and her volunteers for providing such 
great service to our families at SPCC Gosford.

Winter Uniform: All students are required to wear the 
winter uniform in Terms 2 and 3. Please visit the shop during 
the month of March to get your child ready.

OUTLINE OF WINTER UNIFORM REQUIRED  
IN TERMS 2 AND 3!

JS/Girls: pinafore, long sleeve shirt, bow tie, stockings (or 
white ankle socks), olive jumper, black fleecy jacket (over 
the jumper if cold)

JS/Boys: trousers, long sleeve shirt, olive/gold tie, olive 
jumper OR olive vest, short grey socks, black fleecy jacket 
(over the jumper or vest if cold)

MS/Girls: *Skirt remains the same. short sleeve or long 
sleeve unisex shirt, bow tie, olive jumper, stockings (or 
white ankle socks), blazer 
MS/Boys: trousers, short sleeve or long sleeve shirt, olive/
gold tie, olive jumper or vest, short grey socks, blazer

SS/Girls: *Skirt remains the same. short sleeve or long 
sleeve unisex shirt, black/gold tie, black jumper, stockings (or 
white ankle socks), blazer

SS/Boys: short sleeve or long sleeve unisex shirt, black/gold 
tie, black jumper, short grey socks, blazer

Blazers: If you haven’t ordered a blazer yet please place 
your order NOW. Please note: your child must be fitted in 
the shop before an order can be placed. We have 2 styles: 
unisex and women’s – a more fitted style. *There are 
blazers and orders that are in the shop ready for collection, 
please check your messages and come in to collect your 
order.

Rain Coats: Winter is on its way and these waterproof 
raincoats protect from the wind and rain while travelling to 
and from school. Especially good if catching public transport. 
They are durable, comfy and clear so you can still see our 
great SPCC uniform when out and  about.   All sizes, one 
great price - $22! 
 
Shoes: I am happy to report that we sold more shoes 
this year than any other year! We are now seeing repeat 
customers coming in as they found such good value and 
quality in the Roc branded shoe styles we stock. 

The Hybrid and Aero style for boys have been popular 
due to the rubber sole for playground play and the Lauren 
and Larrikin styles for girls, for the lightweight comfort. 
Purchasing shoes at the uniform shop is convenient and you 
can be sure that they are in line with the school uniform 
policy.
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REMINDERS FROM OUR UNIFORM POLICY

No parts of the St Philip’s Christian College are 
interchangeable (e.g. no mix and match of formal uniforms 
and sports-wear can be worn together).

St Philip’s Christian College sports socks must be worn 
with the sports uniform. Plain white socks or the absence 
of socks with sports shoes is not permitted. Socks that are 
worn below the top of the shoe are not permitted. 

Second-hand: More items processed and out on the 
racks this week in the shop’s second-hand area! If you have 
winter uniform items that your child has grown out of then 
now is the time to bring them in for processing as we will 
have many families in the shop preparing for Term 2 that 
will want to buy your items.

A huge thankyou to those families who are supporting 
the school and helping other school families by dropping 
in uniform items to be sold via the shop or making a 
donation to our welfare boxes. Consignment forms are 
available at the shop or by downloading from the SPCC 
webpage via the ‘Uniform Shop” tab. At the end of each 
Term you will receive credit vouchers for any items of 
yours that have sold and these are like “cash” and can be 
used in the uniform shop or swapped with another parent 
for cash. If you no longer have children enrolled a credit to 
your bank account will be applied. 

When purchasing or selling second-hand items from any of 
the 4 SPCC uniform shops you can be assured that you are 
purchasing good quality and correct uniform items as our 
processors follow the SPCC Second-Hand Policy and this 
ensures that standard of uniform at St Philip’s remains high. 

Any questions or concerns regarding uniform items, please 
see Nicole in the shop or email shop.newcastle@spcc.nsw.
edu.au

Currently available on our racks and shelves are the 
following:

All Year Round
MS Olive Skirts - sizes W12, W14
SS Grey Skirts - sizes Y10, W12, W14
Sport Shorts -  sizes 2, 4, 6, 10
Sports Pants -  sizes 14, S
Sports Jackets -  size 8
JS Fleecy Sports Pants – 2, 12  
Fleecy sport top - sizes 2, 3, 6, 12

Winter/Terms 2 & 3
JS Pinafores  - sizes 2, 12 
JS/MS/SS Trousers, belt loop - sizes  13, M9 
JS/MS Olive Jumpers - size 6
JS/MS Olive Vests - size 14
JS/MS/SS Long Sleeve Shirts  -  sizes 2, 8,16, 22
MS/SS Short Sleeve Shirts (MS/SS) -  sizes 20, 28, 30
MS/SS Blazers – sizes 8, 13, 16, 20
JS/MS Tie - sizes  S and M

Summer/Terms 1 & 4
JS Khaki Shorts, Elastic back - sizes 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 16
JS Khaki Shorts, Tab - sizes 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, M8
JS Khaki Shirts – sizes 8, 14
JS Summer Dress - size 12
MS/SS Boys Overshirt – sizes 14 & 26
MS/SS Girls Overblouse – size Y10
MS/SS Grey Shorts, Elastic back – sizes 12, 14
MS/SS Grey Shorts, Belt loop - sizes 12, 13, 14 
New items/Excess stock or Previous brand – find them in 
the second-hand area at the back of the shop.
Sport Shorts -  2, 4, L & XL   $15 (save $16)
Women’s shirts S/S - 6,8,10,
                        L/S Y6, Y8

All items listed above are available as at 27/02/19 and this 
list is updated every week for the newsletter.
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We have been educating children for over 30 years. 
Our goal is to make learning another language fun! 

We are the leading language service provider for preschool and primary school children in Australia. 

• Comprehensive curriculum covering 0-12 years

• Aligned to the Australian Early Years Learning Framework
• Aligned to various states Language Other Than English Framework (LOTE)

• Classroom learning is supplemented by online learning
• Positive learning environment for your child

Our history 
LCF Fun Languages operates pre-school, childcare centre, kinder, Montessori, before and after-school 
language learning centres across Australia. Operating throughout Europe, Australasia, South America 
and Asia, LCF started teaching languages in 1985 with a method based on the natural way that children 
acquire a language. 

Our Approach 
Children learn through a combination of drama, storytelling, technology, songs, craft, and games. They 
rapidly acquire enough knowledge and confidence to enjoy using the language for communication and 
expression. LCF Fun Language programs are designed to give children the confidence to speak in either 
French, Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, Italian, German or English. ‘ Learn to speak a new language across 
Australia.‘ 

Languages We Offer 

Learn Mandarin              Learn French          Learn Spanish     Learn German         Learn Italian 
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@ St Philip’s Christian College 
 

 
 

 

 
  
Our informal and friendly Language learning clubs provide the best and safest environment for children 
to develop their self-esteem and self-confidence. The activities in our language classes include 
storytelling, drama, crafts and many fun songs and games. 
  
LCF Fun Languages lessons are short and focused whole-class lessons, with engaging and stimulating 
tasks. They contain opportunities for cross-curricular activities, with regular monitoring and assessment 
of progress. 
  
Children can start with LCF Fun Languages at any age. Our resources are designed so that they can be 
used for beginners from all age groups. 
 
 

 
 
  
 

nathalie.roy@lcfclubs.com.au

                 FRENCH CLUB  
 

For Year 2 – Year 6 
 

Wednesday  3.20pm-4.20pm  
In the Library 
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NSW St Philip's Christian College Gosford
20 Narara Creek Road NARARA NSW 2250
0426 694 768 (06:30 -18:15)

Creatures & Creations
Monday, 15 April

Full Fee: $60.81

Deep in the jungle, there's mystery in the air. Today is your
choice, speak to your Park Ranger about what you want to do.

Enter the Jungle Lab
Tuesday, 16 April

Full Fee: $78.31

Get your science kit on, today we're entering the Jungle Lab.
We'll be making our own soap & bath bombs with a surprise
twist at the end...

Slithering Sidekicks at The Australi…
Wednesday, 17 April

Full Fee: $96.81

Roam with the reptiles at The Australian Reptile Park. Learn
about our slithering scaly friends.

Please arrive by 8:45am.

Crafty little things
Thursday, 18 April

Full Fee: $60.81

ART-iculate yourself! Today we're creating whatever our 'arts
desire.

No Program
Friday, 19 April

No Program
Monday, 22 April

The Jungle Bake Off
Tuesday, 23 April

Full Fee: $75.81

Today we'll be exploring ways that people in the jungle might
cook food, as we bake cookies in our solar powered ovens.

Globetrotters
Wednesday, 24 April

Full Fee: $60.81

Passports and backpacks at the ready, today we're going to
learn about different countries and get into some cultural
activities.

No Program
Thursday, 25 April

Going Huts
Friday, 26 April

Full Fee: $77.31

Today we'll recruit some jungle friends and build them a new
home. Harnessing science and engineering, we'll watch our
jungle huts grow!

1


