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COLLECTIVE

OUR VISION 
Maya Borthwick & Georgia Marler 

STUDENT  PASSION,  STUDENT 
WRITTEN. 

With many aspiring journalists and writers 
within the St Philips school community, we 
have  created  a  student  run  journalism 
team  to  write  quality  articles  for  the 
newsletter,  each week.  These  will  feature 
our  passions,  interests  and ways that  we 
believe  we  can  contribute  to  a  better 
community and a better world.

We also endeavour to paint a picture of the 
individuals  in  our  school  community, 
highlighting  their  talents,  interests  and 
stories,  as  we  feature  students  creative, 
academic and innovative gifts.

We wish to create a space where the passions 
of our students are showcased in an engaging 
and  eclectic  manner.  As  a  collective,  we 
aspire to share the originality and uniqueness 
that  underpins  every individual  within  our 
community. 

If you have any topics you would like to shed light 
on or any creatives achievements you would like 
showcase email: 
maya.borthwick@spcc.nsw.edu.au

Artwork: Molly 
Tappouras
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YOU WILL LITERALLY SAY ‘OH MY 
GOSH’ WHILE READING THIS 
Gabriel Stove  

Words,  over  time,  due  to  their  overuse 
and  misuse,  lose  meaning  and  become 
cliché. Businessmen use the language of 
sport  to  make  sitting  at  a  desk  and 
‘pinging’  emails  to  each  other  seem 
heroic;  sportsmen  use  the  language  of 
business to give the impression they are 
following  some  carefully  thought-out 
plan, as they smash into each other.

That kind of language is designed to take 
the  colour  out  of  life,  to  make 
controversial  statements  boring.  The 
senselessness  of  supposedly  well-
educated  people,  who  litter  their 
conversations  with  infuriating  words 
continue to mangle the English language.

Of course, the English language evolves 
(that, as I’m sure someone will tell me, is 
a  no-brainer).  But  most  of  these  words 
and  phrases  have  nothing  to  with  the 
evolution of language and everything to 
do  with  fad  and  fashion  and  older 
generations  feel  like  they  are  on  trend 
and in the loop. 

But  how  about  our  use  of  words  in 
everyday  conversations  such  as 
‘literally,’ ‘like,’ and ‘24/7’? 

So much has been written about the infuriatingly 
indiscriminate  use  of  these  words,  that  it’s 
pointless to add to the abundance of opinions in 
print and online. Alas! Here we are!

Literally – quite literally the most overused and 
incorrectly applied word in the English language. 
Ironically, when people say ‘literally,’ they usually 
mean figuratively or metaphorically. 

If someone says: ‘I was literally spitting feathers’, 
it  means  they  were  actually  spitting  feathers. 
Which, of course, they weren’t. Unless they had 
accidentally  burst  open  a  pillow,  inhaled  some 
feathers  and,  rather  than  using  language 
figuratively to create a picture of a very thirsty 
person  whose  mouth  feels  like  it  is  full  of 
feathers,  they  were  using  the  expression  to 
describe what actually happened.

The  word  is  now  so  embedded  in  everyday 
conversation that it is almost impossible to halt 
the spread of the abusive form of ‘literally.’  We 
will just have to adjust our understanding of the 
term and accept the spread of a new definition…

‘literally’: 1. ‘not true’

“ ‘I’m like: yeah’ and he was like: 
‘whatever’.”

“Are you as a company, moving 
forward, as the engine room of the 

greater organism, genuinely 
embracing and honouring the 

fundamentals underpinning the 
goals expressed in your mission 

statement?”

Of  course,  I  am  no  grammatical  saint.  I  am 
merely raising awareness in response to a variety 
of  issues  surrounding  the  English  language. 
Hopefully,  you,  reader,  will  join  me  on  this 
conquest of deterrence – we will  put an end to 
the  bureaucrats  and  tyrants  of  the  English 
language… going forward.
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PLASTIC KILLS 
BLINDLY  
Julia-Kaite McGregor – Year 9

90% of the time it enters the ocean. Due to this, a 
large  patch  of  rubbish  known  as  the  Great 
Pacific  Garbage  Patch  (GPGP)  has  formed 
between  California  and  Hawaii.  The  Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch stretches over 1.6 million 
square kilometres of  ocean,  which is  twice the 
size as Texas and 3 times the size of France! It 
also holds up to 80,000 tonnes of garbage which 
is equivalent to 80,000,000 kilograms. 

Over 700 species  of  animals  have encountered 
plastic  in  our  oceans  and  have  suffered  the 
consequences, as 100 million marine animals die 
each  year  (on  average)  due  to  plastic  debris. 
Scientists have predicted that by 2050 there will 
be more plastic in our oceans than fish. So that 
plastic bag you saw earlier just killed a fish, bird, 

Every action can help reduce the impact of 
waste on our environment.

Below  are  two  possible  ways  to  reduce 
plastic in our marine environment:

- Don’t use plastic bags - buy eco-
friendly bags that are reusable. 

- When you see rubbish floating 
around, don’t ignore it, pick it up and 
take it home or put it in the bin.

If  you  would  like  to  learn  more  visit  these 
webpages below:

WWF - Plastics: why we must act now 
Take 3 - A clean beach initiative 

WHEN YOU SEE A PLASTIC BAG CAUGHT 
IN THE WIND OR SEE SOMEONE TOSS A 
CHIP PACKET WHERE DOES THAT GO? 

Many organisations and businesses including the 
likes  of  Bakers  Delight  are  aware  of  the  issues 
related to the use of plastic,  particularly due to 
emails  from  community  members  and  lobby 
groups.  These  actions  have  resulted  in  Bakers 
Delight reducing the use of plastic in stores, so if 
you have noticed, when you buy a scroll or other 
bread product, it is given in a paper bag. Paper 
bags  are  more  eco-friendly,  sustainable  and 
renewable than plastic bags.

Molly Tappouras 

“On the previous page is one of the images that 
will make up my HSC work. This drawing is 
focused on the concept of the human soul and 
how different it is compared to our physical 
bodies.”

– Molly

https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/plastics-why-we-must-act-now
https://www.take3.org
https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/plastics-why-we-must-act-now
https://www.take3.org

