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Term 4 Week 8

Dear Friends,

The 2019 school year has now concluded and Christmas is fast 
approaching. It is hard to believe that we are about to step into the 
next decade of this century, with 2020 just around the corner!

As I was reflecting on this year, and how quickly time passes, I want to 
take a moment to share with you some of the thoughts upon which 
I have been meditating. These thoughts centre around 3 compelling 
needs, which include the need to:

 
Ephesians 5:15 “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but 
as wise, making the best use of the time.”

At times, does your life feel as if you are just going through the 
motions – a bit like being on treadmill or merry-go-round and it is 
hard to get off? Do you feel like life is ordering you around instead of 
having order in your life?

Time is a precious commodity. At the moment, with the drought, we 
are all conscious of not wasting a drop of water, and I am encouraged, 
as we enter a new decade, to be careful not to waste water, but also, 
not to waste a minute. Even although the years pass by quickly, if we 
make every day count, we can be satisfied that we have not wasted a 
precious moment!

By making every day count, by living on purpose and for a purpose, 
we are empowered to live a life that makes a difference, not only for 
ourselves but for others. 

Ephesians 5:20 “Whatever happens, keep thanking God because of 
Jesus Christ. This is what God wants you to do.”

Why is it that we often think thankful thoughts, but don’t express 
them with words? Giving thanks is something that is not necessarily 
spontaneous. Expressing our thanks to a person is a deliberate act. 
That is why we have a Thanksgiving service at the end of each year, and 
provide the opportunity for students to write cards of thanksgiving as 
an expression of gratitude to God, and to people who have impacted 
their lives. 

Research reveals that giving thanks impacts our well-being and that 
thankful people are happier people. I think that Christmas time is 
the perfect time to say thank you; to your family, your friends and 
especially to God.

Luke 2:7 “And she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped 
Him in cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn.”

As 2019 rushes to a close, and 2020 is looming on the horizon, 
now more than ever, it seems we have run out of room for Christ 
at Christmas. Though the Christmas season bears His name and its 
purpose is to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, it is becoming more 
challenging to find time to do everything we want to do, and find time 
for God in our busy schedules. 

With gifts to buy, food to bake and parties to attend, a sense of 
feeling overwhelmed can set in and leave us feeling drained. If we are 
not careful, we can miss the joy of this season, and speed through 
December, ending the year feeling exhausted and anxious.

December doesn’t bring just another holiday or just another break 
from the grind of work. It brings an opportunity to celebrate the 
advent of hope and joy—the birth of the Saviour of the world. 

Even although there was no room in the inn, God miraculously made 
a way to break into this world to offer hope and joy, through sending 
His Son, Jesus. If we make room for Him, we will not only make way 
for His miracles this Christmas, but will experience the love, joy, peace 
and hope that He continues to offer to everyone.

This Christmas season, I am praying that you and your family’s lives 
overflow with love, joy and peace, and that 2020 brings you incredible 
blessings, that open your eyes to the goodness and faithfulness of 
God. 

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday.

Every blessing
Pam O’Dea (Principal) 



29 January 2020 Term 1 commences

30 January 2020 Kindergarten commences

4 February 2020 Years 9 & 10 Information Evening

7 February 2020 Dedication and Commissioning Service
Foundation Day Dinner

12 February 2020 Year 3 - 6 Swimming Carnival

13 February 2020 Year 9 - 12 Swimming Carnival

14 February 2020 Year 7 & 8 Swimming Carnival

18 February 2020 K - Year 2 Swimming Carnival
Year 11 Information Evening

24 February 2020 Year 7 Vaccination

25 February 2020 Year 12 Parent/Teacher Interviews

4-6 March 2020 Year 7 Camp
Year 8 Camp

13 March 2020 SPCC Cross Country

16-17 March 2020 Year 3 Camp

EVENTS CALENDAR

Front Office
9th December: 9am –  3pm closed 12pm - 2pm

10th  – 13th December: 9am – 3pm
16th December – 10th January: CLOSED

13th – 20th January: 9am – 3pm
21st January: 9am – 3pm
22nd January: Closed

23rd and 24th January: 9am – 3pm
27th January: Closed for Public Holiday

28th January: 9am – 3pm

 The Barracks Cafe
Open through the School Holidays from 

7:30am to 3:00pm until Friday 20th December 
and reopen on Tuesday 14th January 2020.

 

Accounts Office
9th December – 9am – 12pm

10th  – 20th December: 9am – 3pm
23rd December – 10th January: CLOSED

13th – 21st January: 9am – 3pm
22nd January: Closed

23rd and 24th January: 9am – 3pm
27th January: Closed for Public Holiday

28th January: 9am – 3pm

School Holiday
OFFICE HOURS

Junior School (Years K to 4)

On Wednesday 29th January all currently 
enrolled Junior School students in Years 1- 4 are 
to meet in the amphitheatre in the usual manner 
(class lines) at 8:32am. All new students Years 1-4 
are to meet with staff in the Junior School Office. 
No Kindergarten students attend on Wednesday. 
Thursday 30th January ALL 
KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN commence 
with staggered start times. Please refer to letter 
sent to Kindergarten families.
On Friday 31st February all Junior School 
children commence at the normal time of 8:32am. 

Middle School (Years 5 to 8)

On Wednesday 29th January, students are to 
meet in the Middle School Playground and after 
the 8:32 bell, they will be escorted to B Field by 
their teachers for an assembly, commencing at 
8:40. Any new students who are unsure of where 
to go should report to the Middle School Office 
for directions. Year 8 Student Leaders will also help 
direct new students and their families.
 
Senior School (Years 9 to 12)

On Wednesday 29th January currently 
enrolled students are to wait in their playground 
areas until the bell rings at 8.32am, when they will 
be directed to a specific area for Year Meetings.
 
Students are to wear their summer uniform, 
including correct hats.  Shoes are to be traditional, 
black leather lace ups.  

2020 First Day 
Procedures

Term 1: 
29 January - 9 April 2020

Term 2: 
28 April - 26 June 2020

Term 3: 
20 July - 25 September 2020

Term 4: 
12 October - 3 December 2020

2020 
Term Dates
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TUNE IN TO MUSIC

The Music Department has been a buzz of activity over the past 
two weeks. Students and teachers prepared for the many end of 
year performances, including the College Presentation ceremonies 
and Thanksgiving Service. Congratulations to all performers, and 
a huge thank you for your continued support of Music at SPCC – 
we can’t do it without you!
 

Music Camp
On Friday 22nd November, 47 students accompanied by Mr 
Laundon, Mrs Connett and Mrs Wickens headed off to our annual 
Music Camp at Morriset Outdoor Ed Centre.  The weekend was 
a huge success with many rehearsals, games, trivia and an amazing 
sense of community and friendship!

AMEB Exam Results
Congratulations to Mrs Alex Rigby and Mrs Mandy Neale on 
the success of their piano students and their recent AMEB 
examinations.  The following results were awarded:
 
Gabriella Christie – Preliminary, Credit
Amelia Crook – 4th Grade, Credit
Gus Geddes - 1st Grade, Credit 
Scarlett Geddes - 2nd Grade, Credit 
Eve Ison - 3rd grade, Honours 
Josiah Jones – 3rd Grade, Honours
Sophia Jones – Preliminary, Honours
Hyewon Kang – 3rd Grade, Honours
Olivia Loughland – Preliminary, Honours
Jayden Lynch – 3rd Grade, Credit (in July) & 4th Grade, Honours
Yuna Park – 5th Grade, Honours
Maggie Vidler - 1st grade, Honours 
Zara Wherrett - 1st Grade, Honours  

2020 Instrumental Music Lessons
Music lessons are available to book in for the 2020 timetable.  Teachers can be contacted on the following:

Instrument Name Email Mobile

Piano
Alex Rigby alexandragrace.music@gmail.com 0420 425 326

Mandy Neale nealeamanda@gmail.com 0400 493 008

Guitar Ben McCann benjaminmccann@hotmail.com 0411 600 942

Voice Francine Bell francinebell7@gmail.com 0408 189 932

Flute Katie Higgins higginsdynasty@gmail.com 0408 366 477

Clarinet/Saxophone Julia Nagy juliascottjamesophie@gmail.com 0414 435 406

Trumpet Artemis Horton artemis.h.horton@gmail.com 0410 049 888

Drums/Percussion Dane Baldwin danebaldwin@icloud.com 0411 444 003

Violin Catherine Cooper twoplaystrings@gmail.com 0407 482 739

 Music lessons are an incredible learning opportunity, assisting with thinking creatively, problem solving and developing a growth mindset.  
Why not take courage, and jump into something new for 2020?
 
The Music Department want to thank all students at SPCC who have had a class lesson, ensemble rehearsal, instrumental lesson or 
performance during 2020, and wish you all a safe and blessed Christmas and holiday season.
 
Blessings, Mr Laundon, Mrs Connett and Mrs Wickens 
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KW: Chelsea Mackie, Roman Hrabak, Dante Catalovski
KT: Ella Hasson, Camille Hertogs, Archer Haynes
KL: Annabelle van der Berg, Ivy Irwin, Emmie Plooy, Emily Roberts
1W: Eleanor Lee, Hudson Ferris, Alexandra Healey
1T: Jordan Pichaloff, Grace Sutcliffe, Lucy Doherty, Amaya Doherty 
1L: Emma Webb, Ivy Stazak
2W: Tyler Stazak, Indiana Rayfield, Kimberley Nielson
2T: Simone Matheson-Taggart, Rohan Payne, Indi Horton, Bizi Khumalo
2L: Remy Leaver, Heather Thorn, Kayla McKoy, Charlie Gleeson, Liana Ren
3L:  Alex Meares, Noah Klupiec, Samuel Marklew, Allegra Michelini
4W: Sophie McCormack
4T: Annabelle Webb, Ethan Johnson, Tilda Pola, Rhodes Plooy, Lulu Carney, 
Olivia Harrison 
4L: Nate Gallagher, Jehan McKoy, Zarli Wilk 

Junior School Merit Awards
Term 4, Week 7

It was a very full but fun day at the Mini EV Festival at Cameron Park on Wednesday 27 November.  SPCC had a strong representa-
tion, entering over 20 teams from Year 5 in the Challenge.  Each team had designed and built a mini solar car to race in either the 
Sprint Race, or Pursuit race, or both.  Students were engaged, enthusiastic and competitive on the day, resulting in a number of awards 
for our teams.  Congratulations to the following teams for their outstanding efforts:
 
Ist Place Design and Innovation – James Douglas, Akash Enjeti, Jesse Fahey, Anuj Goel
2nd Place Design and Innovation – Sam Scott, Max Killick, Andrew van der Westhuizen
2nd Place Sprint Finals - Josiah Wilton, Toby Hesse
2nd Place Pursuit Finals - Josiah Wilton, Toby Hesse
3rd Place Pursuit Finals – Annabelle Vasquez, Ellora Greirson, Sienna McCallum
 
Well done to all of the teams who participated and thank you to the parents and staff who were a great support on the day.

Mini EV Festival
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Work Experience 2019
In Week 7 of this term, Year 10 students participated in Work
Experience. This highly-beneficial opportunity allowed students
to select and work in a career that interests them for a week.
Furthermore, students were able to see the reality of their
chosen industry and engage in real-world learning and problem-
solving.   
 
This year, the careers selected were diverse and included
physiotherapy, engineering, business coaching, veterinary
science, architecture, hospitality, banking, education,
administration, health, law, media and film.     
 
Work Experience would not be possible without the many
organisations that willingly host our students. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank our workplace hosts for their
investment into the next generation.   
 
I would also like to congratulate the Year 10 students for their
commitment to their career development. Being immersed in an
adult workplace is a big step, and each of our students
approached it with courage, diligence, initiative and a keen
desire to learn. It was a pleasure to contact each employer and
hear such wonderful reports  about our students.     
 
If you are interested in hosting a work experience student in
2020, I would love to hear from you! Please email me for more
information. 
 
Miss Jessica Fedder     
Careers Advisor
 
 
Pictured: Audrey Hoskinson at Uprising; Max Daniels at SHAC;
Lauren Murray at Out of the Square Media and Kincaid
Ingram at CSIRO. 
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Yesterday Middle School raised
$1098.65

To help the Koala Hospital in Port Macquarie

The money will be used to purchase 
a water tower ($1000) which will provide 

water for the wildlife living in this destroyed habitat.
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water for the wildlife living in this destroyed habitat.
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ArtLAB
St Philip's Christian College
After-School Art Program.

It was so exciting to launch ArtLAB at the
college this year, with much thanks to the
school-leadership, teachers and parents who
believed in us. The program has now run over
two terms and had over 60 children attend.
 
ArtLAB focuses on developing your children's
creative thinking capacity to imagine
possibilities, innovate solutions and explore 
a world with curiosity whilst having fun in an 
 art-based envoironment.
 
For our first term we had one class of year 
3-6, our focus was on fruit + vegetables and
how to use them to create designs, patterns,
dye and prints. The children worked hard to
produce their own screen-printed tote bag. 
 
 
 
 

2019 wrap-up

ln term two, we expanded to two classes – 
a year 3-6 and 7-9 class. We did experiments
using watercolours, inks and paint. We learnt
how to create different effects + techniques
using things from around our homes. We also
made our own paper and dyed fabric using ice.
The children produced a calendar for 2020
displaying their incredible work.
 
We also became registered Creative Kid
providers this term which is awesome.
 
Thanks to all our amazing kids in the program,
we hope you had as much fun as we did! We’re
looking forward to what the future may hold. 
 
 
 
Love Carla and Jess
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P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

You can’t use up creativity. the more you use, 
the more you have. ~ maya angelou
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OPENING HOURS 
(during school terms)

MONDAYS: 8:00AM – 11:00AM
TUESDAYS:  8:00AM – 11:00AM
THURSDAYS: 1:00PM – 4:00PM

 
Just 1 more opening day left in 2019 for you to purchase 
uniforms.  The uniform shop is open Monday, 9th December  
1pm – 5pm. Avoid the back-to-school rush in January

In 2020, the uniform shop will re-open on Monday, 20th January. 
Details of all opening days and appointment days (for new 
enrolments only) are on the website.

Shop renovation: We are pleased to announce that the uniform 
shop at Waratah is receiving a facelift in mid-December. A larger 
counter, more room for foot traffic, new floor coverings and more. 
We hope you like the changes when you visit the shop in 2020!
Online ordering: Don’t forget, if you haven’t placed an order 
online before, here is how you do it…

Log onto the SPCC Website
* Click on Uniform Shop tab at the top right of screen
* “Buy your SPCC Uniforms Online” – click on “Order Now” button (this 
takes you to the webstore)
* Choose the sub school that you need items for (e.g. Middle school)
* Choose items/add to cart/go to cart (top right) and follow prompts to 
payment. * Remember to choose ‘Newcastle’ shop to “click and collect” 
from

Shoes: Every year, our customer base for shoes grows and that 
is because parents are loving the quality (and how long they last), 
the foot support (important especially for young feet that are 
still developing) and the price. Our annual shoe sale is on, the 
flyer in this newsletter. Check it out!New FB page for the SPCC 
Uniform Shops and it is called ‘SPCC Uniform Shops’ A platform to 
communicate with students and parents across all our campuses. 
Tips and hints, updates on uniform requirements, sales, opening 
hours, second-hand lists and more. Check it out, like it, and be in 
the loop! 

Girls overblouses: Not sure if you have noticed or not but all girls 
summer overblouses sold from the uniform shop are lined with 
extra fabric to prevent them being see-through. These came into 
stock about 2 years ago.

Second-hand: The holidays are a great time to sort out your 
unwanted items. Perhaps the kids have grown and another family 
can benefit from the items?

If so, please bring them in so we can have them processed ready for 
the busy ‘back to school’ period. We are always appreciative of the 
families that are supporting the school (and helping other school 
families) by dropping in uniform items to be sold via the shop, 
or making a donation to our welfare boxes. When purchasing or 
selling second-hand items from any of the 4 SPCC uniform shops 
you can be assured that you are purchasing good quality and 
correct uniform items as our processors follow the SPCC Second-
Hand Policy and this ensures that standard of uniform at St Philip’s 
remains high. Consignment forms are available at the shop or by 
downloading from the SPCC webpage via the ‘uniform shop” tab. 
At the end of each term you will receive credit vouchers for any 
items of yours that have sold and these are like “cash” and can 
be used in the uniform shop or swapped with another parent for 
cash. If you no longer have children enrolled a credit to your bank 
account will be applied. If you have unwanted uniform items (they 
don’t fit anymore etc) and would like to receive credit to spend in 
the shop, then please bring your items in to be processed. 

Currently available on our racks and shelves are the following…

Summer/Terms 1 & 4
JS Khaki Shorts, Elastic back - sizes 2, 4, 6, 10,12 & 16
JS Khaki Shorts, Tab - sizes 4, 8, 10 ,12, 14 & 16
JS Khaki Shirts - sizes 4, 8, 10,14 & 16
MS/SS Boys Overshirt - sizes 6, 10, 14, 16, 18, 22, 24 & 26
MS/SS Girls Overblouse – size W10  
MS/SS Grey Shorts, Elastic back - sizes 6, 8, 10, 11, 16 & 18 
MS/SS Grey Shorts, Belt loop - sizes 6, 8, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
M6, M7 & M8, 
All Year Round
JS Black Fleecy Jackets – sizes 4, 6 & 8
JS Fleecy Sports Top - sizes 4 & 6
JS Fleecy Sports Pants - size 2 
MS Olive Skirts - sizes Y6 & 18  
SS Grey Skirts - sizes Y8, W8, 16, 18, 20 & 22 
Sport Jacket - sizes 6, 8, 10, 12, XS, M, L & XL 
Sports Pants- sizes 10, 12, 14, M & XL
Sport polo – sizes XS & L
Sport Shorts -  sizes 10, 12, 2XL & 3XL
Sports Bags(3)
Raincoat - size 4
Construction Shirt - size S
Chef’s Pants - size L
Chef’s Hat/Cap (3)
Chef’s Set (apron, cap etc) $20
Winter/Terms 2 & 3
JS Trousers, Elastic-back - sizes 5, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 & 18
JS/MS/SS Trousers, Belt loop - sizes 12, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, M7 & M9 
JS Pinafores - size 8
JS/MS Olive Jumpers - sizes 6, 8, 10, 12 & 18   
JS/MS Olive Vests - sizes 4, 8, 10 & 12  
SS Black Jumpers - sizes 14, 16, 18, 20 & 22
SS Black slacks - size 18
JS/MS/SS Long Sleeve Shirts - sizes 10, 14, 22, 24 & 30 
MS/SS Short Sleeve Shirts -  sizes 12, 16, 20 & 22
MS/SS Blazers (unisex) – sizes 11, 12, 15, 17, 18 & 20
MS/SS Blazers (women’s fit) - sizes Y8, W10, W11  
SS Ties – sizes M & L
Scarf
New items/Excess stock or Previous brand – find them in the 
second-hand area at the back of the shop.
JS/MS Olive Jumpers - size 4 $60 (save $12)
JS/MS Olive Vests – size 4 & 14 $50 (save $14)
JS Khaki Shorts, Tab style - sizes 4, 6, 10, 14 & 16 $20 (save $12)
Sport Shorts - sizes 2 & 6 (thinner fabric) $15 (save $11)
JS Fleecy Pants - size 3 & 12  $20 (Save $16)
JS Fleecy Tops - size 3 $30 (Save $12)
Microfibre Sports Pants- size XL

All items listed above are available as at 04/12/19 and this list is 
updated every week for the newsletter during school terms.

Any questions or concerns regarding uniform items, please see 
staff in the shop or email to: shop.newcastle@spcc.nsw.edu.au.
You can also email me if you have any concerns alison.gill@spcc.
nsw.edu.au

Wishing all our families a safe and enjoyable school holiday break!

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
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