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St Philip’s Christian College commenced as a parish ministry in 1982 at St Philip’s Anglican Church in the 
Newcastle suburb of Waratah. With two teachers and 25 students during the first year, the facilities comprised 
renovated areas of the parish halls. 

The College became independent of the church in I984 when St Philip’s Christian Education Foundation Ltd 
was formed. The College family now encompasses five schools in Newcastle, Port Stephens, Cessnock and 
Gosford, with a student population of more than 3000, employing over 400 teaching and support staff.

OUR VISION
St Philip’s Christian College seeks to be a leading provider of quality Christian schooling within our nation, 
where:

• Every student develops a personal faith in Jesus Christ and is empowered to live with purpose, 
integrity and joy.

• Every student achieves their God-given potential and is well equipped to make a significant 
contribution to society.

• Every student benefits from innovative and effective learning experiences taught by skilled and 
dedicated teachers.

• Every student enjoys a safe and secure learning environment wherein they feel connected and 
affirmed.

• Every student contributes to a culture of respect, dignity, care and concern for others.
• Every student has access to excellent learning resources and is taught in the best learning facilities we 

can provide.

OUR MISSION
St Philip’s Christian College will continue to provide quality education in a caring, secure and challenging 
learning environment based on Christian beliefs, values and practice

OUR CORE VALUES
• Christ first 
• Serve one another
• Strive for excellence
• Do what is right 
• Build community

HISTORY, MISSION & VALUES





OUR BELIEF
Many schools can provide a good academic education. Only a Christian school can 
intentionally provide a holistic education where the child’s spiritual development 
as a believer in Jesus is as valued and supported as their intellectual, emotional, 
physical and social development. Developing the mind, body and spirit of students 
is the best way to prepare them for the whole of their life.

OUR INTENT
A Christian school is grounded in love: God’s love for the world, Christ’s love for 
us, and our love for Him and others in response. The Christian ministry of the 
College flows out of that love.
 
WE OFFER

• Regular Chapel services
• Christian Studies from Preschool to Year 12
• Availability of the Studies of Religion HSC course
• School prayer groups, Bible studies, nurture programs, one-on-one student 

support, leadership development, life skills development, and serving 
opportunities both within, and outside the College community

• The Empowering youth conferences, sponsored by SPCC
 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 
PASTORAL CARE AND CHRISTIAN WITNESS
Students receive pastoral care throughout their school life, and encounter a 
variety of opportunities to grow in faith.  They are grounded in what the Scripture 
says about Jesus Christ, and are encouraged and challenged to accept Him as their 
Saviour and Lord.

• Through nurture and participation, Junior School students are encouraged 
in their understanding of faith.

• In the Middle School, more opportunities arise for discussion and dialogue 
in forming values, beliefs and practices relating to life and faith.

• Senior School students are presented with the opportunity to come 
towards a mature faith by leading, using their gifts and talents to bless 
others, developing visions for ministry events and bringing these to reality.

Christian witness is taken into the community through mission outreach, 
service programs and the performing arts. For example: students in Years 9-12 
are encouraged to undertake service mission trips to our sister school in 
Payakaraoepeta, India; to the remote indigenous community of Boggabilla, NSW; 
and to Vanuatu as a Year 12 alternative to ‘schoolies’. Recently we have added a 
trip to the Dream Center in Los Angeles, a volunteer-driven Christian organisation 
that finds and fills the needs of over 50,000 individuals and families each month.





Thirteen years at school is a long time if you are not happy, and unhappy students 
do not learn well.  At St Philip’s Christian College we seek to personally affirm and 
positively recognise students as individuals in a nurturing and caring P-I2 learning 
community.

One of the College’s greatest strengths is the positive relationship between its 
students and teachers. We do not believe in a “one size fits all” approach. Our 
committed staff strive to develop individual pathways for students according to 
their interests and talents.
 

• The College operates Gifted and Talented Programs in academic, sporting 
and creative arts fields.

• We maintain a large Special Education faculty for students with special 
needs.

• St Philip’s is a leading user and award-winning provider of Vocational 
Education and Training programs.

• Camps, multi-day hikes, sailing trips, excursions and The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award provide challenges and opportunities for growth not available in the 
regular classroom.

  

NURTURING THE INDIVIDUAL 
OUR PASTORAL CARE FRAMEWORK
Every child in our College needs to know that at least one significant adult in the 
school is personally concerned for his or her wellbeing.

• ln the Junior School, the Class Teacher provides pastoral care.
• ln the Middle School, this close relationship with Home Room teachers 

continues under the encouragement and supervision of the Head of Middle 
School.

• Pastoral care in the Senior School is based on vertically integrated Nurture 
Groups, encouraging close relationships, family cohesion, peer support and 
close attention to students’ welfare.

At St Philip’s Christian College we also have a Ministry Team, including an accredited 
School Chaplain, who provide one-on-one support and spiritual leadership to 
students, staff and the College community.

Accepting leadership opportunities is a fundamental aspect of developing students. 
Student leaders guide and serve in all three sub-schools. Many avenues for 
leadership exist in sport, ministry and community events in the life of the College.





THE WORLD IS CHANGING
In the history of the world, no era has experienced the rate of societal and 
technological change that we observe around us now. Our familiar model of 
schooling was developed in the 1800s to produce graduates suited to an Industrial 
Revolution workplace. In the 21st Century, those skills are no longer sufficient.

EDUCATION IS CHANGING
The key characteristics that tertiary education and employers required of school 
leavers now are 

• independence
• flexibility
• critical thinking
• problem-solving skills

Graduates must be equipped to work collaboratively, adapt to and embrace new 
technologies, and develop positive connections and habits of mind and heart to 
succeed in the post-school environment.

The College’s response has been to develop our 21st Century Learning Framework. 

21ST CENTURY LEARNING
We are committed to maintaining our position as an educational leader and 
‘cutting edge’ provider. Our partnerships with the University of Newcastle and 
the Australian Institute of Teaching and School Leadership provide opportunities 
for us to review and hone our teaching and learning strategies.

WHAT DOES SCHOOLING LOOK LIKE NOW?
• We have created dynamic, agile learning spaces that provide for diverse 

learning experiences.
• We utilise 21st century technology, with every student able to utilise a 

one-to-one device to access an array of network and cloud computing 
resources, both internal and external to the organisation.

• We understand that professional collaboration and coaching is critical to 
improving teacher quality, and this is strengthened through our internal and 
external staff professional development programs.

• We know parents’ input is invaluable, so we have initiated learning forums 
where the College community is informed about changes and developments 
in our teaching practices.

We support our students in developing confidence, knowledge, skills and faith to 
face the challenges of the 21st century.



Narnia Christian Preschool and Early Childhood Centre caters for children from 
birth to five years of age, and offers a dynamic and creative environment tailored 
to meet the needs of your child. 

Narnia aims to provide environments indoors and out that allow children to be 
themselves; to experience, joy, wonder and fun, to become engrossed with new 
ideas, discovery and interests and to learn more about who they are as created 
by a loving God.

We follow the Early Years Learning Framework and focus on the beauty of the 
individual. We celebrate learning and discovery together, and explore every 
marvellous aspect of the present in an unhurried and natural way.

NARNIA



JUNIOR SCHOOL (K-4)

Laying Strong Foundations
As leaders in education, the St Philip’s Junior School aims to inspire and transform 
each student to become the best they can be with the gifts and talents God 
has gifted to them.  To achieve this we have created a whole school Learning 
Framework which will equip students with these necessary skills. This Framework 
is taught within a guided discovery approach to teaching and learning, with a 
cooperative team teaching approach in each Stage.  Accessing classroom Smart 
Boards, iPads, Macbooks and PCs, students utilise technology on a daily basis 
 
Our class structures include:

• Kindergarten in the Early Learning Studio.
• Stage 1, comprising Years 1 and 2 in a cooperative teaching and learning 

environment.
• Stage 2, which comprises groupings with a home teacher in a semi open, 

flexible learning environment. Academically gifted children, and those with 
unique talents in other spheres are provided for through our gifted and 
talented program.

All students in each Stage will engage in large and small group learning experiences.
Students’ learning needs are catered for through individual profiles, the use of 
higher order thinking skills, and a greater understanding and approach to teaching 
and learning through Multiple Intelligences.



Enjoying the Journey
St Philip’s Christian College Middle School exists to develop godly, confident and 
resilient young people, and has adopted the slogan, ‘Enjoying the Journey’. This 
statement reflects our desire to make school a place of enjoyment and challenge, 
offering engaging and relevant learning. 

The Middle School seeks to create an environment where
• Students’ learning is rewarding and exciting.
• Students experience something unique.
• Students develop meaningful friendships.
• Students are given the support they need.
• Students engage in discovering who they are.
• Students have the chance to do something special for someone else.

OUR PHILOSOPHY
The first underlying principle behind Middle School is that, “You can’t teach a child 
you don’t know.” Therefore positive and meaningful student-teacher relationships 
are at the heart of what we do. Middle School teachers work hard to foster these 
relationships within their classes.

The second underlying principle is that many practices currently seen as “normal” 
in our schools do not really meet the needs of emerging adolescents. The Middle 
School’s teaching practices and programs are based on the needs of students, 
rather than those of tradition.

MIDDLE SCHOOL (5-8)



Reaching Your Goals
The opportunities for success in Years 9 to 12 at St Philip’s are outstanding, 
and Senior School students are encouraged to achieve excellence and fulfil 
their potential. Students have the distinct advantage of individual attention in 
relatively small classes with ready access to excellent teaching, technology and 
resource networks. We offer a broad range of core subjects, elective courses, and 
extracurricular experiences such as representative sports, musical productions, 
choirs, bands, camps and mission trips.

Our Academic Pathway specifically promotes and supports senior students wanting 
to concentrate on University entrance and the percentage of our students offered 
University placements is generally double the State average.  An outstanding 
Vocational Education and Training Program is also available 

FEATURES OF THE SENIOR SCHOOL
• Diverse and challenging subject pattern
• Flexible timetable and study leave
• Leadership training and opportunities
• Rich co-curricular program
• Extension courses
• University visits
• Christian Ministry and Service
• Personal welfare and pastoral care support

SENIOR SCHOOL (9-12)



AN ALTERNATIVE PATHWAY
Vocational Education and Training (VET) provides students with a wide range 
of alternative pathways towards the HSC and post-school options. Vocational 
Education subjects are available to both academic and non-academic students. 
Students with special educational needs can access a range of VET subjects to 
enable them to gain skills and experience for a smooth transition from school to 
work.

Vocational courses first began at the College in 1996 when three students in 
Year 11 accessed the Joint Secondary Schools/TAFE scheme to study 2 Unit 
Computing Studies. Since then, hundreds of students have seen the benefit of 
including vocational subjects in their pattern of study for the HSC. 

St Philip’s was the first Newcastle independent school to embrace an alternative 
HSC VET pathway, and we continue to be innovative, offering studies in areas 
including: 
• School-based Apprenticeships and Traineeships
• Hospitality 
• Entertainment Industry
• Construction
• Sport Coaching
• Information Technology

The Senior School also provides a range of Careers services for students involving 
interviews, talks by visiting career specialists, excursions to Careers Expos, career 
counselling and work placement.

VET PROGRAM



St Philip’s has a commitment to education that reaches beyond the classroom. 
Outdoor Education is an exciting part of the College’s curriculum. Through 
structured challenges, students learn resilience, independence, tolerance and 
teamwork, and have opportunities to develop leadership qualities. 

• The Junior School has Transport and Zoo excursions for K-2 students, and 
camps for Years 3 and 4.

• A variety of annual camps for all Middle School students, including a snow 
trip for Year 6 and an optional sailing adventure for Year 8, as well as day 
excursions and theme-based days at school.

• The Senior School offers camps for Years 9-11, and the pre-HSC Year 12 
Retreat. Students from Senior School can also undertake the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award.

EXPLORING AND SERVING THE WORLD
In addition, the College also seeks to serve a wider world through mission trips, 
and also to introduce that world to students through study tours. 

Students can participate in service activities such as the annual Year 10 Boggabilla 
and the Year 12 Vanuatu Mission Trips, the latter as an alternative to ‘schoolies’. We 
have recently introduced a trip to the Dream Center in Los Angeles. Biannually, 
there are also the India Mission Trip, supporting our sister school in Payakaraoepeta, 
and a European Art, History and Languages study tour.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM



All The World’s A Stage
MUSICALS
College Musicals are an outstanding community event staged every year. The 
Junior and Middle School present theirs in the same year, alternating with the 
Senior School the following year. Musicals are an exciting avenue for students to 
express their talent through music, drama, dance, voice and stage production.

MUSIC
Music permeates our society and plays an important part in life. It is a significant 
part of every culture. Music is an effective channel for people to express their 
God-given creativity, to communicate their feelings and emotions and to relate to 
the world around them. 

Music at St Philip’s Christian College enriches the whole community and is an 
activity that students enjoy. They can be part of a choir, stage or concert band, 
instrumental ensemble or ministry team band. Music is a required subject up 
to Year 8, and an elective subject in Years 9 to12.  Students can also undertake 
individual instrumental tuition in school time.

DRAMA
The aim of drama is to provide students with experiences in which the intellect, 
the emotions, the imagination and the body are all involved and developed through 
expression, performance, observation and reflection.

Drama is a dynamic and exciting subject, taught to all Junior School students, 
Year 8, and available as an elective subject in the Senior School. Performance 
opportunities are also available to students in the annual Drama Festival, and 
College musicals.

DEBATING
Debating and Public Speaking promotes confidence and communication skills. The 
Middle School in particular focuses on these areas through both College and 
inter-school competitions. 

PERFORMING ARTS



St Philip’s Christian College is the largest Independent School in the Hunter 
Region, maintaining a high level of success across a wide range of sports. Students 
have many opportunities to represent the College, both during and outside school 
hours. 

Three major Inter-House sports carnivals are held each year in Swimming, Cross-
Country and Athletics, and these involve all students K-12. Successful students can 
represent the College at Regional, State and National levels.

Inter-school competitions known as ‘Saints Days’ are held between the St Philip’s 
schools in Newcastle, Port Stephens, Cessnock and Gosford, involving Primary 
and Secondary aged girls and boys in a range of sports.

Many other representative sporting opportunities are also offered through Hunter 
Region Independent Schools (HRIS) Sport. Students regularly have inter-school 
cup competition opportunities in sports as diverse as football (soccer), netball, 
futsal, cricket, hockey, life saving, rugby league, equestrian, and golf. The College’s 
students and teams have attained Regional, State and National Championships 
in the sporting arena, and past students have achieved Australian and Paralympic 
Representative Honours, as well as player and administration roles in professional 
sports such as the W-League, A-League, and NRL.

SPORT





Leaders in Whole of Life Education

St Philip’s Christian College
57 High Street 
WARATAH NSW 2298 

Ph: +61 2 4960 6600 
Fax: +61 2 4960 6690 
Email: newcastle@spcc.nsw.edu.au

www.spcc.nsw.edu.au



Leaders in Whole of Life Education


