
PRINCIPAl’s MEssAGE

In the first week of this term, I had the privilege of travelling 
to Romania with David McKinnon and two students: Emily 
Hickey (Yr 10) and Ben Brill (Yr11).  The purpose of the 
trip was to attend the Global Christian Schools Network 
Gathering, to hear about what is happening in Christian 
Schools around the world, and to support the work of 
Christian Schools in Romania. Both Emily and Ben spent 
two weeks in Timisoara, the city from which the Romanian 
Revolution commenced  on 22nd December 1989. Almost 
thirty years later, there is still clear evidence of the impact 
of this event on the city. Buildings carry the scars of bullets and those that lived through it carry the memories.

Emily joined a group of international students who were staying at Deborah 
House. This facility had been established to care for young girls who had been 
victims of sexual abuse and human trafficking. It gave them a safe place, an 
education, a home and a family. In the short time that they were there, they 
cooked for them, sang and prayed with them, and shampooed their hair in 
an attempt to provide some pleasure and restore trust in physical touch. The 
students marched through the streets carrying placards in an attempt to bring 
much needed attention to the plight of young girls in Romania. The connections 
that were made between the visiting students and the girls was exceptional, and 
went some way to showing God’s love to them.

Ben was attached to Potter’s House, another facility that had been set up for 
children who had no parents or had been abandoned by their parents. They 
ran programs each day for the kids including games and devotions. Despite the 

language barrier, they started to forge connections by kicking a ball around together and smiling at each other. 
They spoke to the kids about their value and self-worth. They also spent some time visiting some of the elderly 
in the community who were suffering from extreme poverty. Many dwellings had roofs that were collapsing and 
resembled rubbish dumps, had pungent smells and had no insulation, making them extremely cold. The young 
boys spent a considerable amount of time chopping up firewood and delivering it to these people. Both Ben and 
Emily found their situations confronting but were incredibly challenged and encouraged by the opportunity that 
was afforded to them. Needless to say, I was enormously proud of them both and they represented our College 
with distinction.

Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

St Philip’s Christian College Port Stephens
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Head of Junior school
Welcome to Term Four. The term is very full and will be 
gone before we know it, but there are a few things we all 
need to be mindful of.

Stage 2 have swimming every Tuesday this term. Can 
you please ensure that names are clearly marked on all 
swimming equipment?  We already have lost property after 
Week One.

In the coming weeks, stages will begin practising for 
Celebrate.  For new parents, Celebrate is our end of year 
extravaganza, where we celebrate what we’ve all achieved 
during the year.

Below is a link which takes you to a campaign site created by 
teacher librarians. https://studentsneedschoollibraries.org.au
Please have a look at it. As the digital world continues 
to impact, and in many ways, enhances education and 
learning for our children, it can sometimes have a less 
than desirable affect. In many schools across our country, 
libraries are becoming ‘digital’ and online. This means for 
some schools that libraries are very light on for reading 
material or non-existent altogether. Librarians and teacher 
librarians are being let go and replaced with administration 
assistants.  This is not to say that administration assistants 
aren’t capable, but they are often not trained or skilled in 
the knowledge that our librarians and teacher librarians 
are skilled in and children are those who suffer.

In the words of two very well-
known and respected authors: 
“Every school needs a school library 
- it’s a no-brainer. Reading underlies 
every area of the curriculum and the 
key is having a well-stocked school 
library and a passionate school 
librarian who can put the right book 
into the right hands at the right 
time.” Andy Griffiths & Terry Denton

Our college has NO INTENTION of changing our 
structure.  We completely support our library and library 
staff. Please have a read and feel free to comment as you 
see appropriate. 

Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School

Director of studies
PREPARING foR ExAMINAtIoNs

HSC Examinations Underway
Last Thursday, each of our recently graduated Year 12 students 
began their final examinations and by now they are well into 
the swing of things.  We congratulate them of the progress they 
have made and wish them every blessing as they make their 
final preparations and sit each of their papers over the next 
three weeks.  The final paper is Design & Technology due to be 
completed at 11am, Friday 9 November.

School Examinations
Even though this is a short term that many students will be 
counting down, it is important that in those subjects and year 
groups with written examinations they put their best foot 
forward.  The formal examination times are:

Week 4/5: Year 9 & 10 Yearly Examinations

Week 5: Year 8 Yearly Examinations

Students will be given details in the coming days about the 
times, duration and venue of these tasks as well as a notification 
about the topics to revise.  Formal school examinations are 
an opportunity for students to demonstrate their learning and 
skills, and it is important that your child/young person is aware 
of the following:

1. The duration, format, content areas to be covered and 
equipment required

2. Revise by reading over topic notes, class work and 
assignments to remind yourself of concepts and 
terminology in each topic

3. Prepare a list of important terms and their meanings – 
use your textbook as the main reference if one is available

4. Write out summary notes or brief explanations of the 
major concepts

5. Add important facts, statistics or quotes to your 
summaries

6. Your teacher may even provide you with a copy of 
last-year’s paper – use this to revise, practice and seek 
feedback to check your understanding

7. Get to bed early and have a sensible breakfast before 
each exam and test.

I wish all of our students the best with their studies this term.  
If I can be any assistance, please contact me by email or via 
reception.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

https://studentsneedschoollibraries.org.au/


Head of Middle school
We’re off and running in an already busy Term Four. 
We have a huge number of exciting events to come, 
so strap yourselves in! Here are some of the key 
upcoming events.

We are already interviewing students for captaincy 
positions next year. Thanks to all of the Year Seven 
students who have put their hand up to lead our student 
cohort in 2019. Speeches and voting are happening on 
Monday 5 November at assembly. Parents and Carers 
are welcome to attend the assembly (from 8:40am to 
approximately 9:30am).

For our Year Four parents 
and carers, we have the Year 
Four into Five Transition 
Parents Evening on Thursday 
15 November at 6:00pm. 
This is an opportunity to 
hear all about our Middle 
School and what to expect 
next year. It follows the 
students’ transition activities 
which occur earlier during 
the day. I look forward to 
meeting you!

Year Eight Graduation 
invitations have been 
sent out for Tuesday 27 
November. This is always 
a wonderful celebration 
of the completion of four 
years of Middle School. 
Please ensure you RSVP to 
the event by 19 November.

Our Middle School Awards 
Ceremony is on Friday 30 

November. It is held in The Rock Church adjacent to the 
College, commencing at 11:10am. This is our opportunity 
to present students with awards that they have earnt 
for their hard work during 2018, including the illustrious 
Gold and Platinum Awards. New Captains and Sports 
Captains for 2019 will also be presented with their 
badges. 

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of senior school
The media often characterises young people as selfish, 
obsessed by their smart phones and entitled. Yet this is not 
what we have experienced in the last few weeks at SPCC Port 
Stephens. 

While the rest of us were enjoying a quiet holiday a group of 
Year 10 students travelled to Vanuatu on the annual mission 
trip. While the students were blessed with great weather and 
had a great deal of fun, they worked incredibly hard literally 
building a house for a homeless family. The overwhelming 
sense from all the staff was that this was a special trip 
because the students worked together. They served the local 
community and served each other. Our young people are 
caring, thoughtful and responsible. 

The new SPCC Student Leadership Team has now begun their 
year in office. The School Captains were introduced at the Year 
12 Graduation Ceremony and Dr Petterson presented the 
remaining prefects with their badges on Tuesday. How would 
I characterise our new leadership team? Energetic, united and 
servant hearted. They have new ideas to enhance and build on 
school culture and I look forward to seeing what they can do 
in the next 12 months. 

Back Row (L to R) - Juanita Porteiro, Hallam Ingram, Ben 
Brill,  Bryce Williamson & Brianna Bell.

Front Row (L to R) - Riley Kent, Jessica Dodds (Vice Captain), 
Jayden Chadwick (Captain), Lauren Denton (Captain), 
Anders Glew (Vice Captain), Tennille Heath & Ellisia Taylor.

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School



College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Alpha Course

High School Musical 2019

Community Events
Swimming Lessons

Tomaree Waterpolo

Ptf News
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday
29 october
HRIS Secondary U15 
Touch Football

30 october 31 october 
Whole School Assembly

1 November
Yr11 Info Night for Yr12
Alpha Course
MS CRU

2 November
SS CRU

5 November
Stage 5 Exams

6 November
Stage 5 Exams

7 November
Stage 5 Exams 
HRIS Primary Touch 
Football 

8 November
Stage 5 Exams
Alpha Course
MS CRU

9 November
Stage 5 Exams 
HRIS Secondary Opens 
Touch Football
SS CRU

fINANCE NEws
Statement of Accounts for Term 4 have been 

emailed and posted to Parent Lounge. 

Payment is due by 31st October unless  
paying by an arranged payment plan.

As this is a short term your prompt  
attention is appreciated. 

Enquiries  
financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403

CElEbRAtE 2018 

sAvE tHE DAtE
Tuesday 4th December 2018 - 7pm

Join us as we, the College community,  
celebrate the blessings from our Heavenly Father  
and the achievements of our wonderful students.
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