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plAY
Our principal, Dr petterson, is currently on a schools’ tour in Finland, seeing first hand why they are widely 
recognised as one of the best education systems in the world. Our staff are beginning to speculate on what aspects 
of their system he will want to implement here. My guess is an emphasis on play.  Most of our working life revolves 
around human interactions and as we prepare our students for the world ahead, we need to teach them to interact 
positively and develop excellent social skills. Play at school and home develops these skills. Not on screens, but 
through actual physical play. 

Thankfully, we already have a 
number of opportunities in the 
area of play, such as: Colour runs, 
kindy buddies, the DofE program, 
mission trips, camps, social nights, 
bedtime stories, book parades, 
sailing, surfing, snorkelling, all 
types of sport, musicals, MADD 
nights and great play equipment, 
just to name a few, where fun, 
play and social interactions take 
place.  I believe that God has 
created us to be in relationship 
with each other and play time is 
a big part of that. For us adults 
it may look more like playing 
sport, bingo, having coffee with 
someone or going fishing with 
friends. If going fishing more 
often is good for us, and great 
role modelling to our children 
then I’m ok with that! 

Mr David McKinnon
Acting Principal
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Uniform Shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
12 November
Stage 5 exams
Year 8 exams

13 November
Stage 5 exams
Year 8 exams

14 November
Stage 5 exams
Year 8 exams

15 November
Year 8 exams
Kindergarten orientation 
morning
Year 6 Gratitude 
excursion
Year 4 to 5 Transition 
Day, and Evening Info for 
Parents
MS CRU Group

16 November
Year 8 exams
SS CRU Group

19 November 20 November
Yr 9 Strength & Shine 
Program

21 November
Kindergarten 
Orientation afternoon
Yr 4 Graduation Chapel
Yr 9 Strength & Shine 
Program

22 November
Yr 4 Graduation Evening
MS CRU Group

23 November

SS CRU Group

FINANCE NEWS
Term Four fees are now overdue, please contact the 

Finance Office to finalise your account.
(unless paying by a pre-approved payment plan)

Please contact the Finance Office if you have any 
questions regarding payment

financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403.

PAY BY
7 DEC
2018

OOSH
CARE SERVICES

HIGH QUALITY STAFF PROVIDING HIGH QUALITY CARE
•	 Secure,	social	&	friendly	atmosphere
•	 Individual	&	group	focused	weekly	program
•	 Breakfast/afternoon	tea	provided	(school	terms	only)
•	 Vacation	Care	includes	excursions	to	great	locations
•	 Child	Care	Subsidy	entitlements	=	fee	reductions	for	most	families

TEL: 4919 5429
	oosh.ps@spcc.nsw.edu.au
St	Philip’s	Christian	College,		

Salamander	Way,	Salamander	Bay

TIMES
Before	school	care	6.45am	-	8.45am

After	school	care	3pm	-	6pm
Vacation	care	6.45am	-	6pm

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL & VACATION CARE 
FOR KIDS FROM ALL LOCAL  

PRIMARY SCHOOLS

5%
DISCOUNT
TUITION

2019
FEES
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https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board


Head of Junior School
Welcome to Week Four of the last term of 2018. A very 
busy term as there is so much happening at school - 
assessments, reports, preparations for Celebrate and the 
day-to-day school time.  We add to this the organisation 
of 2019 (student and staff placements) and we have 
a jam-packed schedule for the next month and a half.

In the coming weeks, we will begin the transition process of 
preparing our children for 2019.  Students will ‘go up’ to the 
next class to do some work and meet teachers. Our Year 
Fours will spend time in Middle School and teachers begin 
class placements.  All of these dates have been communicated 
previously, but no harm in revisiting our process.

We are currently in an amazing, exciting, yet exceedingly 
fast changing world.  This current generation at school 
are referred to as Gen Z. We’re told that they will be the 
most educated generation in history, they’ve never known 
life without technology, will likely work with multiple 
screens operating in front of them, they’ll respond to 
and often require rapid encouragement and feedback, 
are highly relational, work best collaboratively, and are 
highly creative. Our ‘screenagers’ spend on average, eight 
hours a day on social media. Although our curriculum is 
changing slowly to meet the changing world we live in, 
I was befuddled by other research I read the other day.

Gen Z are said to be the ‘entitled’ generation – they expect 
to be catered to, struggle with face-to-face conflict, are less 
focussed, are more susceptible to depression and retain 
information best by using pen and paper.  As I said earlier, 
these are amazing and exciting times.  As an educator, the 
challenge is to not only meet the needs of all generations, 
but to provide the best environment for optimal learning 
and development, yet be wise enough to sift out what is 
real, tangible and/or simply a trend. When I’m asked ‘do you 
like your job?’  I say, ‘Wow! What a rush! I love this job!’

And on that note, we are seeking parents in our 
community who would like to join our casual teaching 
staff as ‘teacher aides’ in 2019.  If you have a Cert III in 
Child Care Services and would be interested in speaking 
with myself and Ms wendy Simpson, please fill in a 
casual employment application online and send it to us.

Have a great weekend,

Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

Director of Studies
Finishing well

Beyond Examinations…
Term Four is in full swing.  Various students are in the thick 
of exams or have just finished.  Regular timetabled lessons 
will continue as classes finish off topics over the final few 
weeks of term while Year 11 will continue apace in the early 
stages of their HSC.  

Different activities will occur: excursions, camps, swimming 
lessons, music lessons, study days, work experience and 
rehearsals for Celebrate; so keep an eye out for details 
about these!

Beginner Music program
I want to give another plug for the tremendous value of 
learning and playing an instrument within an ensemble.  Mrs 
Blake has been promoting this in Junior School this week.  
Please contact her or your child’s teacher for further details.
Our last HSC students finished their exams this week – 

Design and Technology was the last, today!  At times, it felt 
like a marathon and they now await their results – issued 
by NESA 13 December, and all HSC 2018 students are 
invited to meet with their friends and teachers on Friday 
14 December at 10.00am in the main staffroom at school.

 Academic reports
All teachers are working hard to prepare your child’s reports, 
which will be available in the first few days of December on 
Parent Lounge (Senior and Middle School). 

Junior School reports will be available for collection from 
Monday 3 December.  If parents have any questions, there 
is an opportunity for a Parent-Teacher meeting on Thursday  
6 December.  Further details will be emailed to parents soon.
While our Year 11s will not receive a report this term, there 
is a Parent, Teacher and Student night scheduled for Week 
Three Term One 2019.  As always, feel free to contact your 
young person’s teacher, Year Co-ordinator or myself at any 
time throughout the year.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Middle School
 
Congratulations to our newly appointed Middle School 
captains and vice captains for 2019! They are: ruby 
McCall and Ashley pritchett (captains), priya Davis 
and Sid Buckley (vice captains). I look forward to working 
with these students in the new year. We have now started 
the sports captain selection process. These students will 
be awarded their badges by the outgoing captains and 
sport captains at the end of year Awards Ceremony on 
30 November.

On Friday 26 
November several 
students from 
our Stage Three 
classes attended the 
HRIS Chess Gala 
Day. The students 
represented the 
College exceptionally 
well, learning many 
tricks and techniques 
along the way. A 
special mention 
goes to ruben 
McNaughton who 
was undefeated 
after seven games. A 
magnificent effort! Thank you to Mr Bernard Kruik and 
Mrs Nicole Serret for accompanying the students on 
the day.

Last week, a group of Year Seven students travelled to 
Newcastle Art Gallery to view the ‘1818 Project.’ The 
exhibition marks 200 years since the significant paintings 
of Joseph Lycett were created, depicting the burgeoning 
township of Newcastle at the time. The students 
represented the College very well and learnt a lot about 
the history of the area in addition to how these oil 
paintings were created.

Thank you to the parents and carers who have taken the 
time to fill out and return class placement forms for 2019. 
These assist us greatly in our process of choosing the best 
classes for your child and their peers. If you haven’t been 
able to return the form as yet, it’s not too late, however 
they must be received by Monday 12 November.

Blessings,
Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of Senior School
One of my jobs as Head of Senior School is to approve 
excursions, which has had me thinking why do we interrupt 
regular classes and go on excursions? Is it to get a break from 
the everyday like a holiday, or do they serve a broader and 
important educational purpose?

Excursions provide an opportunity for the textbook to come 
to life. This term Year 10 travelled to Sydney where they 
explored and ate lunch in Chinatown. They were able to see, 
hear and taste the contributions of migrants to the Australian 
identity. Stage Five Visual Arts and photography are about to 
head down to the Museum of Contemporary Art to view an 
important exhibition of photographs by renowned artist David 
Goldblatt. 

Students are able to practice 
important skills that they 
cannot do in the classroom. 
Year Nine Geography 
explored Georges Reserve, 
Barry Park and Fingal Bay 
Shore Reserve where they 
put geographical skills into 
action. Stage Five Marine 
Studies have fished off 
the Marina, kayaked in 
the mangroves and had 
encounters with sharks, 
experiences that would be 
the envy of other schools in 
and out of our region. 

Finally, excursions provide our most senior students with the 
opportunity to engage in real world learning as they complete 
industry visits such as the recent Year 11ITM visit to the ABC 
studios.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all our teachers who 
spend lots of time organising these 
enriching opportunities and Mrs 
trish McColl, the Senior School 
Administration Officer for managing 
the sometimes tricky Parent Lounge. 
A big thank you also to all of you for 
paying the resource levy that assists 
in funding these enriching learning 
opportunities. 

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School
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