
St Philip’s Christian College Port Stephens

parent  
newsletter
Term Four, Week Four - 3 November 2017

 
182 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay NSW 2317

Ph 4919 5400 | Fax 4919 5499 | portstephens@spcc.nsw.edu.au | spccportstephens.nsw.edu.au

Last week our senior students had the opportunity to meet the newly elected Mayor of Port Stephens, Mr ryan 
palmer.  He spoke at our Senior School assembly and then met with our student leaders before touring our 
school. He shared something of his hopes and vision for the area and encouraged our students to get involved 
when they feel strongly about seeing change happen.  He had to field questions about the Fingal Bay bypass road, 
the red-zone contamination at Williamtown, and the plans for cycle-ways linking the various areas on the Tomaree 
Peninsula.  Having grown up in Nelson Bay, he has a good understanding of the opportunities, needs and challenges 
that lie before him.  We wish him well as he seeks to serve our community from this office.  

staFF CHanGes

Over recent weeks we have interviewed for a number of key positions in our College 
in readiness for next year.  I am delighted to be able to share with you that Mr David 
McKinnon, after six years of leading our Senior School, will be taking on the role of Deputy 
Principal.  He has done a superb job in shaping the culture of Senior School.  

On the back of this decision has been the need to find a new Head of Senior School.   
Mrs tiina Hufton, will be leading the team in 2018.  With almost 25 years of teaching 
experience across three different schools, she joins us from St Andrew’s Cathedral School 
in Sydney where she is the Director of Teaching and Learning (Years 9 and 10).  Tiina is a 
passionate History teacher and has been a regular member of the committee that sets the 
HSC Modern History examination.  Married to Tim, they are looking forward to their move 
to Port Stephens over the coming months.      

Mr simon Day will be our new Head of English and Mrs Ingrid Chadwick and Mr Glen waide will take on 
the role of Year Coordinators for Years 9 and 10 respectively.
Every blessing, 

Dr timothy petterson
Principal
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Stage 5 Exams

7 november
Stage 5 Exams

8 november
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HRIS Primary Touch 
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15 november
Stage 4 Exams

16 november
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TERM FOUR FEES ARE NOW OVERDUE 
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Head of senior school
During Terms Three and Four, Year Nine are involved 
in a program where they ‘Buddy’ up with a Year One or 
Two student to assist them with Mathematics. The aim 
of our program is to practise two of our School Core 
Values - Serving one another and Building Community.  

Joshua Freeman (Year 11 Prefect) joined the Premier’s 
ANZAC Memorial Scholarship tour in the recent holidays, 
supported by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  They 
attended a commemoration service 100 years after the 
Battle of Polygon Wood in Passchendaele, Belguim, which 
cost almost 5,800 ANZAC casualties on 26 September 
1917.

Joshua is pictured in 
the middle at the back 
at the Menin Gate, 
Belgium with the 21 
other students from 
around NSW and their 
three teachers.  This 
location was the point 
where all Allied troops entered Europe for the Western 
Front during WWI, and where 54,000 missing soldiers are 
commemorated with every name inscribed on the walls.

Blessings,
Mr David McKinnon 
Head of Senior School

Director of studies
last Minute exam preparation

Following last week’s column, and another fortnight closer 
to exams.  What to do if you have left your study to the 
last minute? Life can sometimes get in the way of a good 
plan.  The following advice applies to the procrastinators 
out there who have yet to start.

1. Find out ... fast: What to learn and how it will be 
assessed.  Exam format, question style, all contained 
in your exam notification – get one!

2. Gather materials: Borrow, scan, photograph 
missing notes and summaries.  Is there a past or 
sample paper?

3. Make a plan: With limited time, make the most 
of it.  Draw up a grid and allocate revision time for 
each subject – equal time or more for troublesome 
subjects…you have to decide this.

4. Create study notes: Focus on topics or aspects 
to be tested.  Ideally, create these notes yourself; 
otherwise split up the topics with others and share 
them your notes.

5. study! Memorise key facts and quotes but not 
everything.  Read out loud, write, test yourself, 
repeat.  Practise skills such as map reading, graphing 
or calculations.  

6. learn lists of terms using a mnemonic: For 
example -  ‘My Very Excited Mother Just Served Us 
Nine Pies’ for the names of the planets.

The key is to stop making excuses and to get started…today!

exams:  Week Five Yr9/10 electives, Week Six  Yr8/9/10.
Login for study advice and more: 
www.studyskillshandbook.com.au 
Username: spcc  Password: 43achieve

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Junior school
About 12 months ago I wrote a short piece in our Junior 
School newsletter about the computer games a number of 
our children are telling us they play or watch older siblings 
playing.  Over the last week or so, we’ve had a resurgence 
of children discussing at school, the games they are playing 
at home.  In addition to this, we’ve also had the added 
element of children discussing movies that are probably 
not really appropriate for children.  The latest movie is 
‘It’ – the recent supernatural horror film directed by Andy 
Muschietti.  Below is an extract from the newsletter from 
last year, highlighting the main points.

The desensitising, exposure to violence, horror and adult 
themes these games force our children to confront, is not 
conducive to helping our children grow up with a solid set 
of incorruptible values that demonstrate respect, care and 
the value of others.

My point here is not to condemn or ban these games or 
movies, but rather to implore parents to invest some time 
researching movies or game parameters from sources 
other than the promotional sites. Blogs, gaming reviews 
and some YouTube sites allow you to see for yourself what 
our children are playing and what elements of play must be 
engaged with in order to advance through the levels.

We see changes to children’s personalities every year as 
teachers and not all of the changes can be attributed to 
simply ‘growing up’ and/or hormones. If we are to allow 
our children to play computer/console games, at least let 
us do so with the full knowledge of what we’re letting them 
see and engage with. When staff overhear children having 
these discussions or read them in stories, we do respond 
and encourage children to at least question if what they’re 
doing is edifying and/or talk to parents about what they’re 
playing or watching.  I would encourage all to talk with 
children about what is ‘the latest in thing’ in games and 
movies, and discuss it along the lines of appropriateness 
and benefit for the child.

For those old enough to 
remember, this is NOT what 
children have now, but even in 
the ‘olden days’ this game would 
increase heart rate, waste hard 
earned pocket money and create 
frustration and anger.

Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School

Head of Middle school
Over the past few weeks in Middle School assemblies, we 
have been focussing on what I have labelled ‘peculiar rules.’ 
You probably won’t think them peculiar at all, because they 
seem obvious and are things we have been taught since 
we were kids. These rules are a little peculiar, however, as 
they are kind of ‘unwritten laws’ which we rarely think 
about and have somewhat diminished over time, yet they 
make a large difference in terms of showing respect and 
honour to those around us. Ultimately, we are honouring 
God through showing love and respect for others and 
following His commandments. The rules we have covered 
so far are apologising (even when you feel you’ve done 
nothing intentionally wrong but have hurt someone), saying 
please and thank you (no matter what the circumstance 
and how pointless it may seem to some), replying to 
people (answering messages and invitations in a timely 
manner) and keeping left (on footpaths, escalators etc). I 
have been super encouraged by the evident increase in the 
manners used in the Middle School office when requesting 
items.  We can’t assume that kids just learn these things 
by osmosis, so I’m glad we’re looking at them collectively.

I was hugely impressed by Buckley Ingram in Year Eight 
who recently completed the Hawksbury Canoe Classic 
Bridge to Bridge Challenge to raise funds for the Arrow 
Bone Marrow Transplant Foundation. Buckley teamed 
up with his dad Mark to complete the 110km paddle, 
during 15 continuous hours (starting 5:00pm last Saturday 
and finishing 8:20am on Sunday), raising $1000 for this 
worthwhile cause. 

This week at Middle School assembly we had Holly 
Burnett, lyla Hirst and 
Kobi Custer perform a 
wonderful dance routine. 
We are blessed to have 
such talent, confidence 
and gifting amongst us! 

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School
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