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Welcome back for Term Four.  A great deal has happened since the 
last newsletter was circulated.   Term Three finished with a delightful 
celebration of all things Music, Art, Drama and Dance with our annual 
MADD night in the Chris Walkling Theatre.  Students performed 
before a packed house and the array of talent on show was superb.  
The Year 11 students squeezed in a camp to Sydney where they 
were suitably motivated to meet the challenges of their final school 
year.  The term concluded with a fitting graduation ceremony for our 
outgoing Year 12 cohort.  

Two Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expeditions were held.  30 students 
participated in a two-day trek which covered the southern most part of the Great North Walk. These students 
were fulfilling the requirements of the Bronze Award.  An additional 13 students paddled for three days down the 
Myall Lakes, starting at Buladelah and finishing at Tea Gardens.  These students were fulfilling the requirements of 
the Silver Award. 

During the holiday period a group of 20 SPCC students participated in a mission trip to Vanuatu.  I am grateful to  
Mr Graham trott, Mrs Ingrid Chadwick, Mr simon Day and Mr Matt Blake for their support of the 
students whilst on this trip.  I love that our school is busy as it bears testament to the many and varied opportunities 
that exist for our students.  I am also grateful to the many teachers at St Philip’s Christian College that freely make 
themselves available to provide these opportunities.  

stUDent leaDers 2018 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
23 October
JS Kindergarten 2018 
Assessments

24 October
JS Kindergarten 2018 
Assessments
HRIS Secondary U15 Touch 
Football

25 October
JS Kindergarten 2018 
Assessments

26 October
JS Kindergarten 2018 
Assessments

27 October
JS Kindergarten 2018 
Assessments

30 October 31 October 1 november
6.00pm Vanuatu Parent 
Information Evening

2 november 3 november
HRIS Secondary Opens 
Touch Football

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering,

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Please contact our Finance Department to 
arrange payment 

Mrs Virginia Hickson at  
financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au  

or 4919 5403
Please Note: Parents who pay by direct 
deposit should use their parent code  

on the statement as a reference. 

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

ptF news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2017

FInanCe news
TERM FOUR FEES ARE DUE 27 OCTOBER 2017 

Unless paying by an arranged payment plan. 

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I can announce the student leaders for 2018.  Bailey pretti and phoebe 
trott are our School Captains.  noah Davis and rebecca petterson are the Vice-Captains.  They will be 
supported by Madeline Brennan, eamonn Cullen, Joshua Freeman, russell Hamlyn-Harris, Joshua 
McCall, Christina McCarthy, shannon pollard and lucy rebellato (absent) who have been selected as 
School Prefects.  Congratulations to these office bearers.

Every blessing,
Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal
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Head of senior school

The Year Ten  Vanuatu 
Mission trip was a real ‘eye 
opener’ for our students. 
They experienced poverty, 
resillience, a community and 
people who are very happy 
with life, and they were 
the recipients of incredible 
generosity. Our students 
were able to give and install a 
water tank - the first one ever 
received on the island they 
visited, cook a meal on wood 
fires inside huts with food 
they had bought earlier and do 
many other acts of service. 

Mr David McKinnon 
Head of Senior School

Director of studies

HsC examinations Underway

This Monday, most of our recently graduated Year 12 
students began their final examinations and by now they 
are well into the swing of things.  We congratulate them 
of the progress they have made and wish them every 
blessing as they make their final preparations and sit each 
of their papers over the next three weeks.  The final paper 
is Drama, due to be completed at 2:30pm, on Tuesday  
7 November!

school examinations

Even though this is a short term that many students will be 
counting down, it is important that in those subjects and 
year groups with written examinations they put their best 
foot forward.  The formal examination times are:

Week Five/Six:  Year 9 and 10 Yearly Examinations
Week Six:   Year 8 Yearly Examinations

Students will be given details in the coming days about 
the times, duration and venue of these tasks as well 
as a notification about the topics to revise.  Formal 
school examinations are an opportunity for students to 
demonstrate their learning and skills, and it is important 
that your child is aware of the following:

1. The duration, format, content areas to be covered 
and equipment required.

2. Revise by reading over topic notes, class work and 
assignments to remind yourself of the concepts and 
ideas in each topic.

3. Prepare a list of important terms and their meanings 
– use your textbook as the main reference if one is 
available.

4. Write out summary notes or a brief explanation of 
each major concept.

5. Add important facts, statistics or quotes to your 
summaries.

6. Your teacher may even provide you with a copy of 
last-year’s paper – use this to revise, practise and 
seek feedback to check your understanding.

7. Get to bed early and have a sensible breakfast before 
each exam and test.

I wish you the best with your studies this term.  If I can 
be of any assistance, please contact me by email or via 
reception.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Junior school
Welcome to Term Four!  I hope you all managed to have 
some quiet time during the term break.  Unfortunately, the 
break time sometimes becomes a time to catch up on all 
that was neglected during the previous 10 weeks. After 
a very busy time last term, I was relaxing into the idea 
that this term would be slower and a little more sedate. 
Our Junior School calendar says no, it promises to be even 
more busy and tiring, so this might help us all should we 
find ourselves in this situation.

Things to say should you get caught sleeping at your desk: 

1. They told me this might happen after donating 
blood!

2. I was just meditating on the mission statement and 
envisioning a new paradigm!

3. This is one of the seven habits of highly effective 
people!

4. Why did you interrupt me? I had almost figured out 
a solution to our biggest problem!

5. … Amen!

This is not teachers at report time!

This term we focus on our graduating Year Four students.  
They have a very busy term planning for their graduation 
events, but also participating in a full transitioning program 
to Middle School. We also have a Kindergarten to Year 
Four transition program, where all students spend time 
in the ‘next class or stage’ for 2018. We meet our new 
kindergarten students at our orientation sessions – that’s 
always a lot of fun. Our new kindergarten students for 
2018 come in and have a ‘play date’ with our staff and show 
us all the clever things they can do!  All in all, it’s a crazy 
term, but we’re all looking forward to a wonderful term.

Please ensure you read ALL newsletters.  They have all the 
dates and times for events, assemblies and special award 
ceremonies, along with a hundred other things pertinent 
to getting successfully through Term Four in Junior School.

Have a great weekend,

Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School

Head of Middle school
I hope everyone had a great break during the recent holiday 
period. I had a terrific break, although after taking the family 
camping (with a three year old and an eight month old), I’ve 
learnt lessons on what to do and more importantly, what 
not to do! Term Four is always the busiest term at school, 
but is always my favourite. Last week we had 20 students 
from Years Seven and Eight attend the Australian Institute 
of Sport (AIS) in Canberra to study what it is like to live as 
an elite athlete. Over four days the students trained really 
hard, enduring sessions that required high levels of aerobic 
fitness, strength, flexibility and sustenance. The ice baths 
are always a highlight! I would like to thank the students 
who attended for representing the College so well. A 
special thank you also goes to the accompanying teachers 
Mrs alison Baillache and Mr Graham armstrong.
 

This week we had a wonderful dance performance by Zali 
McDowell in Year Eight at Monday morning assembly. I 
must say that I was hugely impressed by the professionalism 
of her dance routine and her willingness to display her 
gifts in such a way before her peers. Well done Zali, I think 
everyone was amazed by the quality of your performance.

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School
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