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The 2018 Australian of the Year, professor Michelle simmons in her acceptance 
speech said:  “I believe that the things that are most worth doing in life are nearly always 
hard to do.  When you succeed, the euphoria is immense.”  She went on to say, “If we want 
young people to be the best they can be (at anything), we must set the bar high and tell 
them we expect them to jump over it.  My strong belief is that we need to be teaching all 
students – girls and boys – to have high expectations of themselves.”  We do not apologise 
for the challenges and expectations we have for our students, as we believe they are 
integral to helping them realise their God-given potential.  

In recent weeks I have been greatly encouraged by the way various parts of our St Philip’s Christian College 
community have responded to the challenges that have confronted them.

•	 18 of our Year Ten students paddled over 50kms from Allworth to Salamander Bay 
via Karuah and Lemon Tree Passage for their Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  
Despite searing temperatures and pushing tides, they managed remarkably.

•	 Our Year Nine students braved the elements and terrain of the Barrington Tops.  
The discomfort of wet clothing, leaches and an arduous hike did not deter them 
in their efforts.  

•	 A considerable number of the College staff walked the full length of Stockton 
beach from Newcastle to Birubi in support of a student who has a form of Ataxia.  
If the task of walking 33kms wasn’t challenge enough, the fact that it was on sand 
significantly	compounded	the	challenge.

•	 The annual school Cross Country was celebrated with record participation and 
effort.  For those that are not gifted in running, it would be easy to opt out 
of this challenge.  To witness so many students choosing not to was a great 
encouragement.   

Last Monday I was invited to Parliament House in Sydney to observe Hayley thompson 
(2017 graduate) being presented the Brother John Taylor Memorial Award from the NSW 
Education Minister, Mr rob stokes.  It is a prestigious award which seeks to recognise 
a student who has achieved outstanding academic success despite considerable adversity.  
Hayley’s determination to persevere in spite of hardship made her a most worthy recipient.  
It is hoped that her success will prove to be an encouragement to others.  Her story can 
be found at the following link:  https://bit.ly/2eerpIq

Good	and	worthy	goals	are	seldom	achieved	without	sacrificial	effort.		It	is	my	hope	that	
St Philip’s Christian College students will not shy away from challenges and give of their 
very best.   
 
Dr timothy petterson 
principal

fInance news
Term ONE Statement of Accounts are now 

OVERDUE (Unless paying by an arranged payment plan) 

Please contact our Finance Department to arrange 
payment. financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au,	or ring 

Mrs Virginia Hickson on 4919 5403.  

Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit 
should use their parent code on the statement as a 

reference. 

college calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

college community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

community events
Westpac Rescue Helicopter - Become a Volunteer

Tomaree Library School Holiday Program
Nelson Bay Tennis Club - Coaching

ptf news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
30 april
Term 2 commences
Yr 11 & 12 Music Concert

1 May
Yr 11 & 12 Music Concert

2 May 3 May
MS CRU Group

4 May
SS CRU Group
HRIS Primary & Secondary 
Cross Country

7 May
Yr 11 Geography Assessment

8 May
Stage 5 IST - ICAS Exam

9 May
Year 12 Biology Assessment 

10 May 
Yr 8 Slum Survivor
MS CRU Group

11 May
SS CRU Group
Yr 8 Slum Survivor
Yr 11 English Ext Assessment

anZac DaY MarcH
wednesday 25 april

•	 All students are encouraged to participate in the march!
•	 10.30am starting from the Nelson Bay Bowling Club Car 

Park.
•	 We will meet at the car park at 10.00am and students 

who are marching should be in full winter uniform.
•	 The Commemorative Service will be held in Apex Park 

at 10.50am

community Book club
The Library staff would like to 
invite you to SPCC’s Community 
Book Club.  Discuss our book of 
the month, enjoy coffee, dessert 
and make new friends. This 
month we will read Rush Oh! 
by Shirley Barrett. It is available 
from the Tomaree Library book 
club kit and we therefore have a 
number available to borrow.
7.00pm  Wednesday 9 May
Downstairs at Little Beach 
Boathouse
Enquiries: Briony Nurcombe  
on 49195426
RSVP: pslibrary@spcc.nsw.edu.au
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Head of Middle school
In a week’s time, 21 Year Eight students and three staff 
members	will	be	flying	 to	Vanuatu	on	our	yearly	mission	
trip to assist LifeChanger Community Christian College in 
Port	Vila.	This	promises	to	be	another	magnificent	trip	and	
a fantastic opportunity for our students to serve those in 
need. We look forward to fundraising with the students 
this coming Tuesday 10 April through our Out-of-Uniform 
Day and smoothie sales at lunchtime. Thank you to the 
staff at Liberty for the Nations and Mr peter Buchan for 
overseeing the organisation of the trip and to Mrs fiona 
searls for agreeing to be our travelling companion!

From 21 March to 23 March we held our Year Eight Camp. 
Our students travelled to Broken Bay Sport and Recreation 
Camp to challenge themselves away from their families, 
comforts and technology. I was hugely impressed by the 
manner in which the students conducted themselves and 
braved tricky weather conditions (including sideways rain) 
to take part in a variety of challenging activities. These 
included abseiling down a 12mtr cliff-face, high ropes/
zip-lining, raft building, surf skiing and initiative problem 
solving. Well done Year Eight and thank you to Mr craig 
andersen for his organisation of the camp and the 
accompanying staff members.

The founder’s Day fair is on tomorrow and Middle 
School is looking forward to having our Fun Zone up 
and running again this year. We will be having our famous 
Chocolate Toss in addition to Basketball Shots, Nerf Shoot 
Out and Hookey. It would be great to see you, so come 
along and join the fun!

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Head of Junior school
I hope you have all had a really lovely Easter break. We’re 
certainly on the home straight for completing Term One.  
As	promised,	I’ll	finish	the	last	two	points	gleaned	from	the	
research we’ve been looking at this term.  Here are the 
last two points from Psychology Today, Becky Mansfield (Your 
Modern Family) and myself.

Let them PLAY in real life
A principal tells how the teens at his school regularly hang 
out together. On Google Hangouts. They chat, joke, support 
and give advice - not face to face, but from a bedroom 
or a lounge, miles away.  My own daughter and colleagues 
tell me that they’ve been speaking to so-and-so. What they 
mean is, ‘I had a 10 line text chat’ with so-and-so. Today’s 
teens and children are just not spending as much time with 
their friends in person.  They aren’t going for a walk outside 
or meeting up at a friend’s house. They aren’t playing games 
together.  In turn, they aren’t learning to read each others’ 
emotions or give support. I know that our little ones are 
much more inclined to play face-to-face and prefer it, 
but we need to keep this going into their teen years and 
beyond.
 “Leadership requires you to be socially adept. In fact, 
your social skills may be just as important as your 
intelligence when it comes to achieving success,” 
according to new research published in in the Review of 
Economics and Statistics.  ~ American Journal of Preventive 
Medicine

Let them lose.
“I am all for rewarding children, but not constantly. Not only does 
it lose it’s ‘shine,’ but it sets our children up to look for external 
rewards instead of internal rewards.   The Trophy Dilemma, as 
my husband calls it, just isn’t going to motivate them for long.  
Everyone gets one for everything” (Becky Mansfield ). While we 
want our kids to do these things without complaining, their 
boss/landlord/spouse isn’t going to be so accommodating.  
They won’t get a bonus or time-off because they did 
their work on time. They won’t get a month off of their 
mortgage payment because they paid it on time. Yes, it’s 
hard to teach them these lessons.

This will be the last newsletter from me for Term One. 
Thank you to all those who ‘stood in the breach’ for me 
whilst on long service leave.  It’s been a truly wonderful 
start to 2018.  Have a safe break and I look forward to 
hearing all the holiday stories next term.

Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

Director of studies
My column this week will be of most interest to students 
whose minds are beginning to turn to the options that may 
arise beyond school, especially those in Years 11 or 12, but 
perhaps also to some younger goal-setters.
 
Did you know? 
Young people in NSW must complete Year 10 and continue 
in full time education, training, paid work or a combination 
of these until they turn 17.
 
Most students, about 17,000 each year, will complete their 
HSC, but: 
•	 Not everyone is expected to apply for, or accept a 

place at University.
•	 There are many excellent post-school study and 

training options at TAFE, private colleges and other 
educational institutions.

•	 Students can do tertiary study full-time or part-time.
•	 School students who have a clear career direction in 

mind are the exception.
•	 Follow your own interests, passions and aspirations – 

not other people’s.
•	 For Year 12 students: NSW and ACT University 

applications occur via application to the University 
Admissions Centre.  

•	 Applications open in August 2018.
•	 Application fee is approx. $45.00 by end of September.
•	 UAC calculates your Australian Tertiary Admission 

Rank from HSC marks.
•	 You can adjust your course preferences multiple 

times even after HSC and ATAR results are released 
in early December 2018.

•	 To take a “gap year”, accept a University offer and 
then apply to defer your start.

 
Resources
•	 TAFE: http://www.tafensw.edu.au
•	 All about your ATAR: http://www.uac.edu.au/atar/
•	 Uni Medicine and Health Sciences Admissions Test 

(UMAT) registration closes 1 June 2018
•	 University Open Days: https://bit.ly/2Ji0CNw
 
Advanced notice
Year 10 Careers Expo 17 May at Broadmeadow
Year 10 HSC Information Night 7 June 2018
Year 10 Work Experience Week 19-23 November 2018

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of senior school
One of the reasons that I love teaching is the excitement and 
passion young people have to try new experiences and improve 
their world. This term we have seen the election of our 2018 
student leadership team. During a leadership workshop earlier 
in the term these exceptional and passionate young people 
developed a clear vision for what they wanted to achieve for 
their Year groups, their House groups and their school. 

Their ideas focused on enhancing school facilities and 
continuing to develop community in their year groups. One 
of the newest innovations is from the House captains with 
the introduction of House competitions in Senior School 
assemblies to encourage competition and House spirit. So far, 
we have a had a hot cross bun eating competition and a plank 
competition, Kingsley and Birubi seem to be the ones to beat!

Some of our lucky girls this week have had the opportunity 
to enter the new world of drones. astrid alessi, Hannah 
Burchell and Gymea Murphy along with a number of Middle 
School students, attended the “She Flies“ program designed 
to inspire female students to take STEM related subjects in 
Year 9 to 12, readying them for the future of technology and 
design. “She Flies” is a course that will introduce students to 
navigation,	flight	control	and	collaborative	skills	as	they	learn	to	
fly	drones.	Hopefully	the	course	has	inspired	them	to	explore	
new opportunities in the often-male dominated STEM space. 

I wish everyone a very safe and happy Holiday. See you on 
Monday April 30.

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School
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