
St Philip’s Christian College Port Stephens

parent  
newsletter
Term One Week Four - 23 February 2018

 
182 Salamander Way, Salamander Bay NSW 2317

Ph 4919 5400 | Fax 4919 5499 | portstephens@spcc.nsw.edu.au | spccportstephens.nsw.edu.au

The Mayoral Academic Scholarship Program is an initiative of the Port Stephens Council which seeks to provide financial assistance 
to local students beginning their tertiary studies.  The scholarships are awarded to students from the Port Stephens Council area 
who have demonstrated academic success, leadership and service to the community.  With the generous support of local businesses, 
this program has steadily increased each year with 18 scholarships being made available this year.  Each scholarship recipient is 
awarded $2,000 to assist with their impending studies. 

Last Thursday, I was delighted to attend a ceremony held at the Council Chambers where six of our graduating students were 
included on the list of recipients.  Huge congratulations to Hayley thompson, Connor McIntyre, sophie Burnett, lydia 
shaw,  ruby Hansen-tarrant, and Yasmine turner.  You may be interested to know where they are headed.  The table below 
captures this.

Name: University: Degree:

sophie Burnett University of Newcastle Bachelor of Laws (Honours),Bachelor of Social Science

ruby Hansen-tarrant University of Wollongong Bachelor of Social Work

Connor McIntyre University of Wollongong Bachelor of Journalism, Bachelor of International Studies

lydia shaw University of Wollongong Bachelor of Communication and Media

Hayley thompson University of Newcastle Bachelor of Education, (Early Childhood and Primary)

Yasmine turner Macquarie University Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of Laws

I am also excited to be able to share with the College community some other scholarships and awards that have been received 
by our recent graduates.  elih Odgers received a $22,000 scholarship to attend the Billy Blue College of Design, Yasmine 
turner received $10,000 from Bendigo Bank and a further $5,000 from McDonald’s (Charlie Bell Scholarship recipient).  Hayley 
thompson has also won a prestigious award but I am not at liberty to share the details just yet.  Watch this space over the coming 
weeks!  Whilst many other students have also pursued the University path, it must be recognised that this is not the path for 
everyone.  As a school, we are delighted to hear the direction that a number of other graduates are heading.  It is our hope going 
forward that our College continues to support our students onto the path of their choosing and that they will make an impact for 
good in their chosen profession. 

Every blessing,
Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
26 February 27 February 28 February

Yr 7 Vaccinations
12.00pm  Whole School 
Assembly

1 March
Yr 11 Parent/Teacher 
interviews

2 March
Stage 2 Newcastle Show 
Excursion

5 March
Clean Up Australia Day

6 March 7 March
HRIS Secondary Hockey

8 March
HRIS Primary Swimming
Yr 10 Parent/Teacher 
interviews

9 March

FInanCe news
Term ONE Statement of Accounts are now OVERDUE 

(Unless paying by an arranged payment plan)
Please contact our Finance Department to arrange payment  

financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au  
or ring Mrs Virginia Hickson on 4919 5403

Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit should use their parent code  
on the statement as a reference. 

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

Community events
Tomaree Aquatic Ctr - Swimming Lessons

Westpac Rescue Helicopter - Become a Volunteer
Nelson Bay Hockey Registration

Nelson Bay Junior Rugby League - Expressions of 
Interest wanted re Girl’s League

ptF news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

NARNIA 
There are limited vacancies left in the Great Woods Room at 

Narnia.  This is the transition room for children starting school in 
2019.  Children visit the school each day participating in activities 
such as chapel, library, canteen, PE, music and also many activities 
with kindergarten, helping children to transition smoothly and 

confidently into school.
For enquiries, please ring 4919 5435
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Head of Middle school
Hi Everyone,

Firstly I’d like to thank all of the parents and carers for 
your attendance at the Year Seven and Eight information 
night last Tuesday. It was a well-attended event and given 
the positive feedback that was received, I am hopeful that 
it was an informative night for you.

This week the swimming carnivals were the ‘main event’ 
and it’s so pleasing to see an increasing amount of 
participation and house spirit each year. Congratulations 
to all who competed and were involved in the organisation, 
including staff and the house captains. I wonder who will 
win the house cup this year? 

This week we are also finalising the MacBook Licence 
Course for Year Five. Students who have been in attendance 
at each session, have completed (and passed) the test and 
their parents have attended an information session will 
be able to take their MacBooks home for the first time. I 
know there are a lot of excited Year Five students waiting 
for that moment when they ‘get the green light!’

Lastly I’d like to pass on a link to an interesting article 
regarding Social Media and Middle School students. 
I think it is very much poignant to students of this age 
group and commend it to you. https://protectyoungminds.
org/2018/01/18/social-media-not-smart-middle-school-kids/ 

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Head of senior school
Ask any cricket mad teenager what their dream is? To one 
day put on the baggy green cap of a test cricketer. Why? 
Because it identifies them as a member of the Australian 
cricket team. It may be a little optimistic of me to think 
that our students feel that way when they put on their 
white shirts in the morning but I hope they do have a 
sense of pride and belonging when they wear the St Philip’s 
Christian College uniform. 

We want our students to wear the uniform to prepare 
them for a world of work where they will have to either 
wear uniforms or conform to a dress code. We want them 
to not have to worry about what to wear but find ways 
of expressing individualism through the arts, academia, 
sport or caring for others. We want them to feel a sense of 
belonging to our team. 

All details about what is appropriate regarding uniform 
is in the school diaries on page 13 and also in the 
communication that went out at the beginning of the year 
regarding black sport shoes. 

Please encourage your children to wear the uniform with 
pride and as staff we will do the same at school. Thank you 
for your partnership with us to make our students the best 
looking in Port Stephens!

MrsTiina Hufton
Head of Senior School

Head of Junior school
Have you ever been curious about what your child has 
been learning or thinking about at school? 

Well here’s a snapshot of the first month at school of 
children interviewed from Kindergarten (ES1) up to Year 
Four (S2). 

What are you thankful for at school this year? 
•	 “Having my buddies and playing with them” ES1
•	 “Because the teachers are great” S1
•	 “Thankful that I have friends and a playground to play 

on” S2

What is one thing you have learned at school this year?
•	 “The letter i – it’s a down then a dot and just a down for 

a capital” ES1
•	 “To be a better friend” S1
•	 “Patience – the fruits of the spirit “but sometimes I can 

blow my head off!” S2

What has been your favourite thing to do at school 
this year?
•	 “Playing on the oval – learning about the a, m, s, t and now 

we are learning about i ” ES1
•	 “Going to chapel – I like the songs, it’s really fun and 

bouncy” S1
•	 “Maths because my teacher is a funny teacher” S2
•	 “My favourite thing would be my teacher because she 

calls me the “best guy!” S2

What do you want to learn about at school this year?
•	 “I really want to learn about being a scientist – they do 

experiments and ask questions to learn about things” ES1
•	 “How God was made” S1
•	 “I want to learn how to be nice” S2

This snapshot shows that children in Junior School are 
passionate about asking questions and learning, enjoy 
playing, want to learn more about God, are learning 
to be kind to one another and love their teachers. Try 
asking these questions at home with your children to gain 
their personal snapshot of the year so far! Sharing of any 
interesting or amusing responses would be welcomed by 
your child’s classroom teacher! 

Ms Simpson 
Acting Head of Junior School

Director of studies

myspCC parent lounge
I would like to take this opportunity to provide some 
further guidance about using some of the features of 
mySPCC that we will be employing for the first time 
this year.  This is in line with our aim to enhance the 
communication between the College and home.

school Calendar 
All of the entries contained in the 2018 School Diary have 
been added to the online Calendar.  As new events or 
amendments are made, they will be included too.  Eventually, 
parents will only see events that relate to their children 
and timetables, excursions, parent teacher bookings, Daily 
Notices can be added via the dropdown menus.

tours and excursions
We are working towards paperless permission and online-
accessible information notes.  Parents will be asked to 
confirm the medical details we have on file each time, 
without providing the same details for each camp or 
excursion.  

Navigate your way to the Home Menu from myDashboard 
to see notifications and details about upcoming excursions.  
Most excursions will have no charges pending, but for 
events such as camps, online payment is also available.  

parent teacher Interviews
Parent/Teacher interviews will be booked from the Home 
Menu too and your will be guided through an intuitive 
series of steps to request your bookings.  You can even ask 
a specific question when you make your booking.

login
To log in to mySPCC, you will need your family statement 
account number (as the username) and your BPay 
Reference number (as your password).  Refer to the flyer 
that was included with your Term One account.

Still having difficulty?  Try opening a “new private window” 
in your browser first or contact us for guidance.  

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies
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