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Welcome back for 2018.  There has been a terrific feel around the school over recent days as we have welcomed 91 
new students to our College! Hopefully you have already started to hear and observe some of the new initiatives 
that have been introduced.  Our Before and After School Care program (OOSH) is being expanded; our TAS 
functions have been rehoused in readiness for the new Senior School Building program; our 40-seat bus has been 
decorated to match the smaller one to name just a few.  

We are particularly proud of our recent Year 12 graduates who achieved some very pleasing results. As a group 
they achieved 17 Band 6 results across 11 subjects.  Most notably, Yasmine turner (2017 School Prefect and 
Dux) and sam turner (2017 School Captain) achieved Band 6’s (marks over 90%) for every subject except one.  A 
further nine students qualified as Distinguished Achievers for obtaining marks over 90 for one or more subjects.  As 
a school we are delighted that a growing number of our students are now achieving at this very high level. We also 
had one of our students (ruby Hansen-tarrant) have her major work for Society & Culture obtain full marks 
and was placed 12th overall in the state.  This is a very rare honour given that there were over 4,500 students 
undertaking this course.  Ruby is to be congratulated on this fabulous achievement and so too is her wonderful 
teacher, Mrs Kristin Bell (nee Clulow).

Whilst League Tables provide one insight into the academic performance of a school, they have a very narrow focus.  
They give no insights into students who may have achieved a Band 5 or 4 who may otherwise have achieved a Band 3 
or a 2.  The graphs depicted below give a greater insight into the academic shift that is being realised in our College. 

In 2013, Bands 1, 2 & 3 represented 51.2% of all the grades achieved.  In 2017, this has shrunk to 22.2%.  

Consequently, the Bands 4, 5 & 6 obtained has risen from 48.8% to 77.8%.  This was a terrific shift, which we are 
hoping to consolidate further in the year ahead.  

This year has seen only three new staff join the St Philip’s team.  Mrs tiina Hufton is our new Head of Senior School 
and she brings with her a wealth of experience.  She joins us from St Andrew’s Cathedral School in Sydney.  Mr tim 
Hall is a recent graduate from Newcastle University and he will be teaching Science.  His major competency is in 
the area of Physics and Chemistry.  Mr Isaiah Griffin will replace Mr andrew Dickinson in the ICT department 
in mid-February.  We are delighted to have these colleagues join our School this year.  

It is hoped that 2018 will be a year where our students continue to grow spiritually, academically, physically, socially 
and emotionally.

Every blessing,
Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
12 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 3

13 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 3
6.00pm Stage 4 Parent 
Information Evening

14 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 3

15 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 3
JS Reading Information Night
Yr 12 Parent/Teacher 
Interviews

16 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 3

19 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 4

20 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 4
Primary Swimming Carnival
HRIS Secondary Open Tennis

21 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 4
Secondary Swimming 
Carnival
6.00pm Yr 9 DOE 
Information Night
7.00pm PTF Meeting

22 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 4

23 February
ACER PAT testing for Stage 4

FinanCe news
Term ONE Statement of Accounts have now been issued.

These are due by 16 February 2018  
(Unless paying by an arranged payment plan)

Please contact our Finance Department to arrange payment  
financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au  

or ring Mrs Virginia Hickson on 4919 5403

Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit should use their parent code  
on the statement as a reference. 

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

Community events
Tomaree Aquatic Ctr - Swimming Lessons

Nelson Bay Tennis Club
Nelson Bay Rugby Sign Up and Size Up

Westpac Rescue Helicopter - Become a Volunteer
Nelson Bay Marlins Junior AFL Club

Nelson Bay Hockey Registration

ptF news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

We need YOU urgently!!!
In order to provide healthy and cooked on-site menu items, our Canteen requires 

a few more helpers.  We understand that sometimes you are not able to 
dedicate an entire day to the Canteen, however even a few hours would  enable 

us to run our Canteen more effectively.
If you are available to assist in the morning (8.45am to 11.30am) or at 

lunch (12.30pm to 1.45pm), it would be greatly appreciated.  It is an easy 
way to be involved in the school and your kids will love it too. 

Aleeya Durant, Canteen Manager
Email:  Aleeya.Durant@spcc.nsw.edu.au  Mobile: 0411 805 944
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Head of Middle school
Welcome back everyone!

It’s great to be back. I hope that the holiday break was 
restful and enjoyable for you. Welcome to our new 
students and families who seem to have settled in really 
well. I’m so pleased to see the eagerness and positivity that 
is apparent throughout the College.

Thank you to the support we have had with regard 
to uniforms and equipment. The students have looked 
tremendous as they’ve come in each day and it’s obvious 
that they are keen and ready to learn. Several of the staff 
have commented on the calmness and focus that they have 
noticed amongst the Middle School cohort in the first two 
weeks.

The Parent Information Evening on Tuesday night for Years 
Five and Six was extremely well attended and I’m highly 
appreciative of all who have made the effort to come along 
and hear about the year ahead. I look forward to seeing 
many of you next Tuesday night (13 February) for the Year 
Seven and Eight instalment from 6.00pm.

This term we have the Year Seven and Eight Camps, the 
Vanuatu Mission trip and Founder’s Day Fair amongst 
other exciting activities. These are special opportunities for 
the students and we can’t wait to build strong relationships 
with them as we explore new challenges together.

Middle school Captains
Jackson warburton
Cassandra stubbs 

Middle school Vice Captains
James pudney

Molly sorensen
House Captains

Birubi  - alannah Horne and Caleb reungkitchaya
Fingal - Harry andersen and Grace Cathcart

Kingsley - tom Kruik and Frazer Hansen-tarrant
Zenith - adana physick and Charlotte lannigan

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Head of senior school
Can you believe that it has only been TWO weeks? New 
seems to be the word of the moment. New school shoes, 
new students and a new Head of Senior School! To add 
to the list there are new student leaders as well as new 
House Captains and new Year 11 SRC members who were 
inducted this week. 

Common thinking suggests that leadership is the ability 
to achieve results while empowering others with the 
knowledge and skills that will enable them to do the 
same, and about motivating and inspiring others as well as 
seeking continuous improvement. One type of leadership 
we encourage in the Senior School is servant leadership. 
“The servant-leader is servant first… It begins with the natural 
feeling that one wants to serve, to serve first.” (Robert K. 
Greenleaf). This type of leadership seeks to enrich the lives 
of individuals, build better organisations and create a more 
just and caring world. Jesus is the greatest example of the 
servant leader.

I congratulate the new student leaders, and encourage 
them to look for ways to enrich the lives of those in their 
House and Year groups as we all work together to develop 
an even better College. 

The new College leaders for Year 11 2018 are;
student represenative Council Members

Bryce williamson
ellisia taylor

Benjamin Brill,
Jessica Dodds
anders Glew

emily Hamlyn-Harris
Zayne Morphey-watson 

Juanita porteiro
House Captains

Birubi - Gareth Massey and Jasmine sampson
Fingal - Jayden Chadwick and lauren Denton

Kingsley - David Fell, and tennille Heath
Zenith - isaac pace and Jade pritchett

  

MrsTiina Hufton
Head of Senior School

Head of Junior school
In Junior School the 2018 school year is off to a fantastic 
start. Our first day of school saw many of our parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends join us for assembly 
to see their children start the school year – what a big 
family we are! 

As with any start back to school there was excitement, 
nerves and a few tears mostly from our children! By the 
end of last week many of our children had reconnected 
with old friends, made new friends and begun to feel a 
sense of belonging in their class. For some of our children 
it takes a little more time to adapt to change and feel 
comfortable with new routines and procedures. If your 
child is concerned about an issue at school talk with them 
to try to help them understand their concern. Should a 
concern not be resolved then please talk with your child’s 
teacher.

Our theme for the College this year is gratitude – a quality 
of being thankful, ready to show appreciation and to return 
kindness. Having a thankful heart is a beautiful quality that 
has many personal benefits and an attribute that takes one 
a long way in life. For our first week of school our children 
were encouraged to be thankful to their teachers for their 
gifts of teaching, nurturing and loving each of the children 
in their care. 

Over the coming weeks our children will focus on 
gratitude in different areas. This week the children have 
been encouraged to say thank you to their friends and 
show appreciation for their kind words and for the time 
that they play and learn together. 

I encourage you as parents to start being grateful each 
day to someone or for something and model this to your 
children – see the difference that it makes! 

Ms Simpson 
Acting Head of Junior School

Director of studies
New Year – Fresh Start!

With the start of a new year, it is always helpful to make 
some plans and set some goals.  I encourage students to 
have a conversation with their parents (it really doesn’t 
matter who initiates it) to talk about setting some realistic 
academic goals for the year ahead.  

Try to make them SMARTIES:

Specific:   As detailed and specific as possible,  
  not vague such as: ‘I want to do   
  better in Maths’.  Exactly what do   
  you want to achieve?
Measurable:   How will you know when you have  
  achieved them? Personal bests are  
  helpful.
Action-oriented:  Identify steps to take straight away.
Realistic:   Goals should stretch you beyond  
  your comfort zone but not   
  unreasonably so.
Time-based:  Give them a ‘to complete by’ date.
Interesting:  Goals must mean something to the  
  goal-setter.
Emotional:  Use powerful words to express an  
  emotion behind your goals.
Success oriented:  Express your goals in a positive way.

Students and parents can learn more about setting and 
achieving academic goals at www.studyskillshandbook.
com.au by logging in with the details below and working 
through the relevant units.
Username: spcc Password: 43achieve 
 
Enjoy the excitement of a new school year!  Let’s make it 
stretch as long as possible.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education
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