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BUllYInG

Man, biologically considered…is the most formidable of all beasts of prey and, indeed, is the only one that 
preys systematically on its own species.  (William James).

Bullying is prevalent throughout society.  One does not have to look too far to see evidence of it.  Unfortunately, 
meanness, destructiveness and harassment occur in all walks of life.  Thus, it is not surprising that bullying should be 
found in schools, not because it is a school problem, but because it is a societal problem.  

The key features of bullying are that it causes hurt and distress, is repeated, and involves the use of power in an 
unfair way.  The ongoing reality of bullying resonates with the Christian account of humanity, which understands that 
each one of us has the capacity for, and inclination towards, doing wrong.  When we take 750 young people and place 
them in close community with one another during the fraught and tumultuous years of childhood and adolescence, 
it ought not surprise us when some of them do the wrong thing towards others.

Whilst we have zero tolerance for bullying at our school, we are certainly not immune from it.  Whether we like 
it or not, our kids will encounter mistreatment at the hands of others.  For the bullies in our midst I serve a 
clear notice that bullying will not be tolerated at st philip’s Christian College.  students who, in their 
actions, have contributed to making the lives of other students miserable have been asked to leave 
the College.  I will not hesitate to do this again.  Heed the warning.    

The solution is not solely found in dealing with the perpetrators.  It is also important that students and 
parents be educated in how to respond to bullies.  After all, they will no doubt encounter many when 
they walk outside the school gates for the last time. The clip via the attached link is a useful place to start:  
http://bit.ly/2I7hkON

Some guidance for parents:

•	 It is helpful to be realistic that your child will experience negative interactions with others.  On occasion they 
will be blameless, at other times they will not be, and most often it will be grey.  As the parent of a young 
person, you should expect that there will be bad days and maybe tears and distress.  It will happen! 

•	 Understand that your role as a parent is not just to protect but to prepare.  The day will soon come where 
your child will be required to make their way without your protective oversight.  Therefore, when a bad day 
comes, ask yourself how this might be made into a learning experience.

•	 We have clear anti-bullying information written on pages 21-23 of the School Diary and policy documents on 
our College website.  http://bit.ly/2G4TTFn I would urge all parents to read these and engage your child in a 
discussion around it. 

•	 Finally, trust us and work with us.  Our goal is to work in partnership with you in the interests of your child.  
We have a much better chance of achieving positive long-term outcomes for your child if we are able to work 
together.

Every blessing,
Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
12 March
DOE Silver Training 
afternoon
 

13 March
Stage 1 Excursion

14 March
HRIS Secondary Swimming
Yr 10 Minimum Standards 
testing

15 March
Yr 10 Minimum Standards 
testing
MS CRU meeting
Yr 9 Parent/Teacher 
meetings

16 March
Yr 10 Minimum Standards 
testing
SS CRU meeting

19 March
Yr 12 Mid-course exams
JS Parent/Teacher interviews

20 March
Yr 12 Mid-course exams
JS Parent/Teacher interviews
Yr 9 Camp

21 March
Yr 12 Mid-course exams
Yr 7,8 & 9 Camps

22 March
Yr 12 Mid-course exams
Yr 7,8 & 9 Camp
CIS Primary swimming
Yr 10 Newcastle 
Urbanisation Excursion

23 March
Yr 12 Mid-course exams
Yr 7,8 & 9 Camps

FInanCe news
Term ONE Statement of Accounts are now 

OVERDUE (Unless paying by an arranged payment 
plan) Please contact our Finance Department to 

arrange payment  
financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au	 

or ring Mrs Virginia Hickson on 4919 5403
Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit 

should use their parent code on the statement as a 
reference. 

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

Community events
Tomaree Aquatic Ctr - Swimming Lessons

Westpac Rescue Helicopter - Become a Volunteer
Nelson Bay Hockey Registration

Nelson Bay Junior Rugby League - Expressions of 
Interest wanted re Girl’s League

ptF news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

We are proud to partner with fara to raise Awareness and Funds for one of our 
students who has been diagnosed with FA.  FA is a rare condition and we are 
hopeful	that	new	treatments	will	slow	the	progression	and	ultimately	find	a	cure.		
Visit  http://www.fara.org.au/ for more information.                  How you can help!

•	 Support our Staff Walk - Staff will be walking the length of Stockton Beach on Saturday 24 March.  Follow our 
walk on Facebook, share our progress and meet us at the end to celebrate.

•	 Black	Tie	Dinner	-	Join	us	for	an	exciting	evening	of	dinner	and	entertainment	as	well	as	a	charity	raffle	and	
auction to be held on 18 May.  

•	 Donate - https://donate.grassrootz.com/fara/our-fundraisers/face-find-a-cure-events

Founders Day Fair Raffle
Students who return their ticket booklets, with one 
or more tickets sold will go into a special student 
raffle.  One lucky winner in each school will receive: 
Junior School - $50.00 Scholastic Book Fair Voucher
Middle School - $50.00 Coles/Myer voucher
Senior School - $50.00 Coles/Myer voucher
Raffle	funds	raised	go	towards	supporting	our	
College.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DqDjNcgb74zE%0D
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https://www.flexischools.com.au
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
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https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
http://www.fara.org.au/
https://donate.grassrootz.com/fara/our-fundraisers/face-find-a-cure-events


Head of Middle school
Hi everyone, we can’t quite believe it’s the end of Week 
Six already! 

We had a lot of great fun cleaning up our local area on 
Monday as part of Clean Up Australia Day this week. 
Armed	with	plastic	bags	and	gloves,	we	filled	half	a	skip	bin	
with all sorts of rubbish from the area behind the College 
and along Salamander Way up to Nelson Bay Road. The 
students were both excited and motivated to get ‘stuck in’ 
and do what they could to be good stewards of this beautiful 
area. I must say I felt proud driving home along Salamander 
Way, not being able to see one piece of rubbish. Thank you 
to the students and staff involved on a wonderful effort.

Last year was the inaugural year for the College House 
Cup. Many of you will remember Zenith receiving the cup 
at last year’s ‘Celebrate’. This year I will give regular updates 
in the newsletter so that the community can keep track of 
the points throughout the year in anticipation of awarding 
the House Cup for 2018. Points are attributed to carnivals 
(swimming, cross country and athletics), service to the 
community and participation/attitude at sport each week. 
These are the standings after the recent swimming carnivals: 
Zenith 198, Kingsley 170, Birubi 154 and Fingal 150.

A couple of quick mentions regarding Middle School 
students doing amazing things: Darcy Brown (Year Seven) 
collected 6 medals (1x gold, 3x silver and 2x bronze) at the 
Hunter Branch Surf Lifesaving Championships. anique De 
Vries (Year Five) will sing the national anthem (solo) at the 
Newcastle	Knights	first	home	game	on	Friday	night	–	all	
the best Anique! What amazing gifts these students have.

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Head of senior school
This week in the Senior school we acknowledged 
International Womens Day. phoebe trott, rebecca 
pettersen and myself attended High Tea at the invitation 
of the Defence Forces where we heard from three 
exceptional women who are doing what they love in an 
environment that is traditionally dominated by men. Their 
message was: do what is hard, continue to work and believe 
that you can do anything.

Female members of the 
school leadership team led 
the assembly where they 
educated the school in 
the origins of International 
Womens	 Day,	 reflected	
on the achievements 
of women to date and 
explored this year’s theme 
“press for progress” (#pressforprogress) examining the 
gender pay gap. A full time working woman will earn on 
average $251.20 per week less than a full time working man, 
equating to a total of $26,527 annually. Over the working 
life, a woman on average will have earned $431,000 less 
than the average working man.  

For the next few weeks we are going to try and improve 
the lives of some very unfortunate women in the Bay 
through a dignity bag project. Victims of domestic violence 
often have to leave very quickly which means they don’t 
have simple items like deodorant or shampoo. A dignity 
bag is a bag of items that any girl or woman would have.  So 
how can you and your child help? Bring in an item or two 
to	the	Senior	School	office	and	we	will	create	the	bags	and	
pass them on to someone in need.
Examples of items include:
•	 Pen and small notebook
•	 Deodorant
•	 Hand lotion/cream/Sanitiser
•	 Moisturiser
•	 Pads and tampons (these are in high demand)
•	 Toothbrush and toothpaste
•	 Shampoo and conditioner, soap or body wash
•	 Something nice like nail polish, lipstick, bracelet, 

sunglasses etc. 
This International Women’s Day let us behave like the Wife 
of Noble Character in Proverbs 31:20 “She opens her 
arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.”

MrsTiina Hufton
Head of Senior School

Head of Junior school
Welcome	to	Week	Six.	This	is	my	first	newsletter	for	2018.		
I’ve just returned from some long service leave (LSL) and 
whilst away, Ms wendy simpson has held the reins so 
very capably, assisted by Mrs Karen Coleman who is, as 
always, absolutely indispensable. In Karen’s current absence, 
Mrs Chrissie Mcallan	is	filling	the	breach	for	her.	

In other words, the Junior School staff are an amazing 
team, loaded with ability and I’m a very spoilt and 
fortunate leader. 

Many times, thank you doesn’t quite do justice to all that 
a person or people do or have done, and this is certainly 
the situation here. However, I do need to thank Wendy 
and Karen for going way beyond in my absence. Thank you 
Chrissie McAllan for your support to both of these ladies. 
Our stage coordinators, Dougal eadie, angela Cottier 
and nicole serret, thank you for your dedication to 
our children and staff.  Lastly, but in no way the least, the 
staff in Junior School ….  You’re simply brilliant.  Thank you 
everyone.

In the coming terms, I want to share snippets from the 
mountains of research coming in regarding the state of 
children today and what we all can do to help our children 
become strong citizens, 
who are resilient, open 
minded, problem solvers 
and emotionally strong. 
There is also much 
research being collated 
currently that looks at 
the sense of ‘entitlement’ 
many children feel, and 
how we can help reduce 
and/or eliminate this in 
homes and schools.

Lastly, my LSL was very 
restful, restorative and 
inspiring. Here are some 
sunrises and sunsets. 
I see the Creator 
everywhere, but 
especially so in sunrises 
and sunsets.

Have a great weekend,
Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School

Director of studies
HsC Minimum standard testing

Many parents would have seen recently in the news that 
there have again been changes announced to the way that 
NAPLAN results will affect students as they move towards 
their HSC years.  I feel that it is important to address this 
point to clarify what it means for our present Year 10s and 
for those who will follow.

There is a clear and logical desire for all students who 
graduate from Year 12, having completed their HSC, to 
also have a high standard of literacy and numeracy.  Last 
year it was announced by the NSW government that while 
there will be numerous opportunities for students to 
demonstrate that they have reached a minimum standard, 
Year	9	NAPLAN	tests	in	2017	were	to	be	the	first	occasion	
to do so. 

In February 2018, the Education Minister announced that 
while the literacy and numeracy standard for HSC will 
remain, Year 9 NAPLAN tests will no longer be linked to 
it.  Instead, the NSW Education Standards Authority is 
providing their own, online tests from this year for this 
purpose.  Refer to the following link: http://bit.ly/2HapLaN

Close to two thirds of our present Year 10s reached Band 
8 standard last year and have therefore demonstrated their 
requirement; although, the rest of Year 10 will need to do 
so, before they will be able to receive their HSC in 2020.  
Next	week,	is	the	first	round	of	testing	available.

Families of affected students would have received an email 
from the College this week with details about the 45 
minute tests to be held on 14-16 March.

naplan Online
Still on the topic of NAPLAN, we have been advised that 
our 2018 tests, will be conducted online for each of Years 
3, 5, 7 and 9 students for all except the Year 3 written test.  
These will be held between 15-17 May 2018.

The system was extensively tested last year, across all 
states and in most schools, with positive results.  Further 
detail will be provided to families in the coming weeks.

As always, please contact me if you have any questions 
about either of these matters.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

http://bit.ly/2HapLaN%0D

