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welCOMe BaCK
It is fantastic to have the students back after the 
mid-year holiday.  Our Year 12 students have 
commenced their final term and are on the cusp 
of sitting their Trial HSC examinations.  One of 
the great joys each year is seeing the interactions 
of our Year 12 students with their Kindergarten 
buddies. A mutually symbiotic relationship!  Such a 
blessing.

sCHOOl sUrVeY
It has proven to be a helpful practice to periodically survey our College community.  The insights gleaned are often 
used to shape our annual school improvement plan.  At the end of 2017, we commissioned McCrindle to conduct 
research to understand the perceptions, attitudes and experiences of our students, parents and staff.  The linked 
infographic (https://bit.ly/2n0tEHv) captures the key findings.  Thank you to all those that took the time to respond 
to this survey.  In the near future another invitation will be sent to participate in this year’s survey.  May I encourage 
you to take up this opportunity.

GarDen reJUVenatIOn
Date Claimer:   saturday 1 september (8:00am until 2:00pm)
Please keep this date free if possible.  We are hoping to Build Community by embarking on a rejuvenation of our 
College gardens.  We are intending to mulch, prune, plant and water all of the garden beds on the first day of Spring, 
hence the more hands the merrier.  Even if you can only spare an hour, that will be invaluable.  We will have a BBQ 
lit with some sausages and refreshments to fuel the workers.  Hoping to see you there.     

BUIlDInG wOrKs
It is a very exciting time as the senior school building and car park are being constructed.  All going well, it is 
anticipated that both of these projects will be completed by the commencement of Term Three 2019.    We will 
continue to provide updates over the period of the build at key times.  For those that have a particular interest, we 
will be regularly updating our school Facebook page st philip’s Christian College – port stephens with images 
and some time lapse footage. Thank you for your understanding, patience and cooperation over the coming months.

Every blessing,
Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
6 august
Stage 3 ACER PAT testing
HSC Trial examinations

7 august
Stage 3 ACER PAT testing
HSC Trial examinations
Yr 6 Canberra trip

8 august
Stage 3 ACER PAT testing
HSC Trial examinations
Yr 6 Canberra trip

9 august
Stage 3 ACER PAT testing
HSC Trial examinations
Yr 6 Canberra trip
MS CRU Group

10 august
Stage 3 ACER PAT testing
HSC Trial examinations
Yr 6 Canberra trip
SS CRU Group
Poetry in Action 
Performance

13 august
HSC Trial examinations

14 august
HSC Trial examinations
Stg 1 Local history 
excursion

15 august
HSC Trial examinations
HRIS Under 15 
Basketball

16 august
HSC Trial examinations
HRIS Primary Athletics
MS CRU Group

17 august
HSC Trial examinations
SS CRU Group

FINANCE NEWS
Term Three Statement of Accounts  have been 

emailed and added to Parent Lounge for payment by 

9 August 2018
Please contact the Finance Office if you have any 

questions regarding payment

financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403.FUnDraIsInG FOr VanUatU

Year Ten students have chosen to try and raise $2300.00 
for the installation of a large water tank which will serve 

a dry village in Vanuatu for decades. 

Our next fundraiser is a Bunnings BBQ this Sunday  
5 august from 9.00am-4.00pm.  

If you can support this cause by coming along for a 
sausage and a drink, it would be very much appreciated.

https://bit.ly/2n0tEHv
https://www.facebook.com/spcc.current.portstephens/
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/links.php?cat=31&c=5
https://www.flexischools.com.au
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board


Head of Junior school
Welcome back to school! Term Three - that means we’re 
in the last half of the year and December will be upon us 
before we know it.  Good luck slowing that down.

For some, term breaks are not so restful, in fact they 
can be as busy or busier than regular term time. For the 
most part the children have come back refreshed and 
enthusiastic about what we have to do.  I do hope you 
all had some lovely family time together.  I’ve already had 
a number of children come in and tell or show me all 
they’ve remembered after the long break.  I must say that 
our teachers and I are very impressed with what has been 
remembered.

Clubs began this week.  For those new to Clubs, it’s when 
children can choose activities that are a little outside the 
general curriculum and they often get to do the activity 
with students from a much broader range than just their 
peer group. I’ll include a collage of Clubs images next 
newsletter. 

Children in Year Two and Stage Two may come home this 
week and next, telling you they have to do PAT tests. These 
are assessments that we do continually during a child’s 
time at school to plot growth in comprehension and 
numeracy.  It certainly isn’t an ‘all in one’ indicator of a 
child’s performance or ability, but it is another tool that we 
use.  PAT stands for Progressive Achievement Test, created 
by ACER (Australian Council for Educational Research).  
Children nor parents should worry in the slightest about 
these assessments.  They’re school based for our planning.

Please keep a close eye on Junior School newsletters and 
emails.  Term Three is notoriously busy, so everything you 
need to be aware of will come to you via these two forums.

Some splendid ideas for future 
Junior School Clubs!

Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

Director of studies
Music and Homework
Should you listen to music when doing school work?  
Researchers think that only classical baroque or alpha-
wave instrumental music can help your memory, by getting 
the brain into a relaxed state.  

Since there tends to be only a few teenagers with such 
musical tastes, perhaps a compromise is to select music 
to suit the task:
• Fairly routine and straight forward work – free music 

choice, but it must make you relaxed, comfortable 
and PRODUCTIVE.

• Work requiring harder thinking eg., studying for 
a test, doing an essay plan or assignment report – 
change to an alpha wave study soundtrack or switch 
the music off, otherwise you will end up taking much 
longer to complete the task and to retain what you 
are learning (even though you are convinced it is not 
affecting you!).

• Get into the habit of stopping and asking yourself 
each time before you start work whether it is the 
type of work that requires you to really focus and 
concentrate.

• Another must is to leave your phone in a different 
room!!

Visit the Dealing with Distractions unit in  
www.studyskillshandbook.com.au for more ideas.
Username: spcc   Password: 43achieve

Homework
Guidelines and advice for homework is provided on page 
15 of the College diary.  The times below are provided as 
a broad guide.  
Year 5 and 6 – 45 mins per night
Year 7 and 8 – 60 mins per night
Year 9 and 10 – 60 mins per subject per week
Year 11 and 12 – 2 hours per subject per week (minimum)
Of course, different students take different amounts of 
time to complete the same task.  Teachers try to provide 
meaningful homework and to allow flexibility with 
completion.

Advise the Class Teacher, Nurture/Form Teacher or Year 
Coordinator via the diary or email if the work is too 
hard, takes too long, seems excessive or if events and life’s 
activities get in the way.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Middle school
 
Welcome back everyone. I hope that you had a nice holiday 
break and found time to do fun things with your family 
and friends. 

This week we were blessed on Monday morning to have 
a wonderful NAIDOC assembly presentation and related 
activities. Firstly we had a welcome to country and 
explanation about NAIDOC from students Flynt Young 
and teanu Ormsby. Following that, ‘Aunty Coke’ - 
an extraordinary artist and grandmother of St Philip’s 
Christian College students Kyeisha and tiana O’leary 
spoke about indigenous artworks and techniques (in 
addition to displaying a number of her incredible paintings). 
‘Uncle John’ from the Murrook Centre gave a very 
interesting presentation including playing the digeridoo 
and instruction on indigenous dance and movement. From 
there, the students were involved in traditional dot painting 
activities and related sports and movement activities 
on the oval. It was a great way to reflect on indigenous 
culture and tradition and I’m enormously grateful to  
Mr Dan Zaia and the other staff members who 
contributed to making the activities so fun and interesting.

Next week we have the year Six Canberra excursion 
and wish the students and staff all the best as they learn 
all about Government/Parliament and visit a bunch of 
fun places including the Snowy Mountains. Thanks to  
Mrs Joanne Balsarini for all of her work in preparing this 
trip for the students.
 
Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of senior school
The theme for Term Three in Senior School is “Encourage”. 
The Bible calls us to “Therefore encourage one another and build 
each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11
‘Encourage’ is a verb, a doing word, an action that gives 
support, confidence and hope, so this term I hope that we can 
all actively look to inspire and uplift one another. 

When choosing the theme for the Senior School I had Year 12 
in the front of my mind, as they are certainly in need of support 
and hope this term. Term Three is traditionally a challenging 
term for Year 12. They have the pressure of their Trial 
Examinations which appear to be an insurmountable hurdle 
to some. You may find that during this time your normally 
compliant and sensible teenagers refuse to do the dishes and 
have unreasonable requests for coco-pops and other junk 
food. I assure you that this is normal and will pass. My advice 
as a veteran of 24 HSC Trial examinations is to supply them 
with bananas (great brain food) as well as chocolate, take them 
for a walk (exercise helps with memory) and insist that they 
need to sleep, as sleep assists problem solving skills. 

This Sunday we are asking for your support to assist Year Ten 
in providing hope for a dry village in Vanuatu. When looking 
to provide a gift for the upcoming mission trip in October 
the Year Ten students were unanimous that they wanted to 
challenge themselves to raise enough money for a water tank. 
Please come and encourage Year Ten by enjoying a sausage 
sandwich and a drink at Bunnings this Sunday. 

I am inspired and excited by the largest group ever of  Year 
Nine students who will undertake their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition this weekend.  It should be a great 
time of building confidence as groups work together to hike 
through beautiful Barrington Tops. Please pray for fine weather, 
safety and a great time of growing in confidence and building 
relationships

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School

“Everyone has inside them a piece of good news.  
The good news is you don’t know how great you 
can be! How much you can love! What you can 

accomplish!  And what your potential is.”   
(Anne Frank)

www.studyskillshandbook.com.au
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