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FInD a CUre Ball
Friday 3 August saw the culmination of over a years’ worth of work as the community came together for the 
‘Find A Cure’ Ball. This was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate community and draw attention to the work of 
the Friedreich ataxia research association (fara) and the challenges faced by those with FA. We have been 
delighted to be able to support this cause. This event, along with the St Philip’s Christian College Staff walk for 
Charlotte earlier this year, has raised over $51,000 for fara. These funds will go directly to fara’s work searching 
for a cure for FA. I would like to thank all those who have supported this event in various ways. I would particularly 
like to thank Mr scott sinclair, Mrs tiff Cashen, Mrs Becky Ferguson (nee Kimlin), Mrs Mandy eggins,  
Mrs Kim Focic, Mr Brett allen, Mrs Karen Coleman, Mrs angie sinclair, Mr Craig andersen and  
Mrs penny Molloy who have all been instrumental in making this event the success that it was. Donations can still 
be made through the following link http://bit.ly/FACE-FindACureEvents, if you would like to contribute.

BrOnZe DUKe OF eDInBUrGH’s awarD
On Saturday 4 August, 40 Year Nine students supported by 12 staff ventured to 
Barrington Tops to complete their Qualifying Adventurous Journey for the Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Whilst the conditions were spectacular for hiking, it was 
very challenging sleeping with extremely cold conditions overnight. I am delighted 
to see so many students participating in this opportunity and I am encouraged by 
the growth that this program continues to see year after year.  It is an increasingly 
important offering from our school. 

FarMers aID
Once again, we have been overwhelmed 
by the generosity of both our school and 
broader community. On Friday 3 August 
an incredible amount of food and other 
supplies were passed on to the newy 
Farmers aid Group to help support 
farmers who have been affected by the 
drought in western NSW. Thank you 
everyone for all of your support and to  
Mrs tonya trott for organising for our 
school to be a collection point for this great 
cause. 

Following on from this anders Glew (Year 11) organised for students from our school to be collecting additional 
donations at Salamander Shopping Centre.  Again the support from the community has been overwhelming.

What a blessing it is to be a part of such a caring and supportive community.
Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal
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Community events

Bright Futures School Holiday Program 
Real Futures Charity Golf Day

Little Athletics Registration 

ptF news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
20 august
Book Week 2018

21 august
Book Week 2018
HRIS Primary Netball & 
Football
Robocup State - NSW 
Uni  
JS HRIS Soccer Gala Day
JS HRIS Netball Gala Day

22 august
Book Week 2018

23 august
Book Week 2018
MS CRU Group

24 august
Book Week 2018
Kindergarten Zoo 
Excursion
Yr 12 Overnighter
SS CRU Group

27 august 28 august
Forensic Science 
Incursion
HSC Visual Arts 
Exhibition

29 august
AICES Athletics

30 august
MS CRU Group

31 august
SS CRU Group

FINANCE NEWS
Term Three Statement of Accounts  have been 

emailed and added to Parent Lounge 

These accounts are now overdue

Please contact the Finance Office if you have any 
questions regarding payment

financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403.

Year six Canberra excursion
The Year 6 and 5/6A students recently undertook 
an educational tour of the national capital and also a 
whole day in the snow. They were able to participate 
in a variety of educational programs with a focus on 
Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 
To assist families the Australian Government is 
contributing funding of $20.00 per student under 
the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program 
towards the costs, paid directly to the school.

term three Vacancies
 

Due to our recent upgrade we have limited vacancies 
in our Before and After School Care for Term Three. 
We are a Child Focussed Program that provides 
lots of fun for your child including Cooking, Sport, 
Craft, Slime and Movies. We provide breakfast in 
Before School Care  and  a nutritious afternoon tea 
in After School Care. We provide care for Primary 
School Aged Children between the ages of four and 
13.  Please contact Michelle on 49195429 or email  
michelle.payne@spcc.nsw.edu.au if you would like 
more information.
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Head of Junior school
Greetings from Junior School. 
It’s beginning to get VERY busy 
around here. Stage One are 
out on their excursion today, 
Kindergarten go to the Hunter 
Valley Zoo next week, Book 
Week is also next week and 
Stage Two have their Starry Night 
evening and sleep over on Friday  
7 September. That’s just some of 
what’s happening.

Clubs are such a great event. Mixed groups of our Junior 
School children doing all manner of things not normally 
done at school. This is the last week in our first rotation. 
We have a break in Week Five and then we begin again in 
Week Six.  Some clubs need permission to participate, so 
please be watchful of emails as they come to you.

UpCOMInG wOrKInG Bee

On Saturday 1 September from 8.00am to 2.00pm, we will 
be here doing some BIG gardening tasks. We have quite a 
lot of pruning to do, replanting three large garden areas and 
clearing a large area to be re-purposed for Junior School 
students to use as a play and learning space.

We really need many hands to get through our ‘to-do-
list’ on Saturday, so no matter what your gardening ability, 
please consider coming along to lend a hand.  A BBQ lunch 
will be available for all workers at mid-day. If you have 
clippers, shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows etc bring them along. 
Writing your name on them is a good idea as well.

More details will follow in our newsletters and on our 
Facebook page in the coming weeks.  Lock the date in!

Have a great weekend, 
Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

Director of studies
trial HsC exams
As you read this, our Year Twelves are breathing a sigh of 
relief having completed their first full block of examinations, 
including more than a few three-hour exams.  Thank you to 
everyone who has kept the noise and movement around 
the Drama Room and Board Room to a minimum, it is 
appreciated.  

In the coming weeks, HSC major works and performances 
are due to the NESA markers, including:
• English Extension 2
• Music
• Design and Technology and
• Visual Arts.  

 
Please note 
that the Visual 
Art students’ 
work will be on 
display in the 
Chris Walkling 
Theatre foyer 
on 28 August 
from 5:30pm.

program of International student assessment (pIsa) 
Today, 27 of our Year 9 and 10 students sat a series of 
assessment activities in the Drama Room.  These contribute 
to annual analysis of student achievement worldwide.   
De-identified Australian test results are compared across 
countries and socioeconomic backgrounds with the findings 
broadly published in the fullness of time.  Previous reports 
are available here:
www.acer.org/ozpisa/publications-and-data
Afterwards, the students each enjoyed a tasty, tongue-
twisting snack - a piece of PISA pizza.  

Year 10 HsC subject Choices for 2019
We have received details from most students now.  Classes 
and courses will be confirmed later in the year, along with 
our recommendations for Mathematics and English courses.  
Thank you to parents, students and teachers who have 
contributed to this complex process.

As always, if you have any questions regarding curriculum, 
testing and assessment, please drop me a line.

Blessings,
Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Middle school
 
What a wonderful time Year 
Six (including 5/6A) had at 
Canberra and the snow last 
week! It was fantastic to get so 
many exciting updates though 
Facebook – it almost felt like I 
was there.  A visit to Parliament 
House, the War Memorial, 
Questacon and Cabramurra 
Public School (in the snow) 
are highlights of the trip. The 
students (with a bit of help 
from the teachers) built the biggest snowman I’ve ever 
seen and had regular light snowfall, which was a blessing. 
Congratulations to the students who represented our 
College so well. I hope that you had the most amazing 
time, learnt a lot about government and have many great 
memories to cherish! 

Over the past week we have hosted six students from 
our Sister City, Yugawara (Japan). It is always a special 
time for the 
students to get 
to know our 
visitors and 
introduce them 
to a little bit of 
Aussie culture. 
We have had 
six gracious 
host families look after our visitors, for which I am very 
grateful. I hope that they have enjoyed our hospitality and 
the wonders of our beautiful city of Port Stephens.   
 
Exciting upcoming events include Science Week and 
Book Week activities which I’ll report on in the following 
newsletter.

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of senior school
“Leadership is not a position or title - it is an action and 
example” (Cory Bookker US Senator).  It is that time of year 
when we see Year 11 begin to reflect, prepare and apply for 
positions on the 2018-19 St Philip’s Christian College Student 
leadership team. When thinking about what makes a good 
leader I am drawn to the great leaders of history. Martin 
Luther-King, Nelson Mandela and Eleanor Roosevelt were all 
leaders who put others first, stayed true to their principles and 
inspired people to overcome fear and disadvantage. 

I am encouraged that already we have seen our young people 
display leadership qualities, especially in the last two weeks.
Year 11 House Captains have launched a House ping-pong 
competition to provide a fun 
way to promote social cohesion 
and competition amongst the 
houses. At the moment Zenith 
is narrowly ahead of the others. 
This is completely run by the 
Year 11 House Captains and 
has provided a great sense 
of fun in the Senior School at 
lunchtime.  They are also selling 
a few snacks during lunch to 
raise money for drought relief. 

anders Glew and Hallam Ingram’s leadership qualities 
have been recognised as they have been selected to sail on the 
Young Endeavour later this term.  Anders has also shown great 
leadership in establishing the Senior School Drought Relief 
scheme that has seen students from Years 9 to 11 collecting 
non-perishable items and donations outside Woolworths. 
In just two days they have raised over $400.00 and several 
hundreds of dollars of grocieries. The students will continue 
outside Woolworths until Sunday 19 August.  Please consider 
supporting their initiative of which we are so proud.

Year 10 together with staff and parents were able to raise 
over $1000.00 at the Bunnings Vanuatu Fund Raiser. This 
means that they are well on target to achieve their goal to 
provide a well for a dry village. Mr Glen waide glowed with 
pride as students worked beyond their rostered shifts, giving 
up valuable personal time. There are opportunities for all 
students to show leadership in the Senior school by actions 
or by example, such as wearing their uniform well or serving 
those who are in need. I am also reminded of the greatest 
leader, Jesus who not only led by example but gave his very 
life to serve others. 

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School

www.acer.org/ozpisa/publications-and-data
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