
Volunteering
This week, Kate Washington MP, addressed our 
Senior School and drew attention to the contrast 
she has seen in politics and the generosity of 
local communities. Kate referenced how both 
sides of politics have been more concerned 
about themselves and re-election, whilst our local 
communities have been coming together to fight 
fires and raise funds and gather resources for 
our drought stricken farmers. Kate encouraged 
us to keep doing what we are doing. Personally, 
I couldn’t agree more and I strongly believe 
that we find value and purpose when we give 
of ourselves. Last year our theme was “Service” 
and this year it is “Gratitude”. I am so proud and 
grateful for the way our students have served the community in raising funds for farmers, for Vanuatu and the 
myriad of ways they have been looking out for each other and their community.

In volunteering, we can be quite creative in what we do. If the benefit is someone else, particularly someone 
who needs help, then it is worth considering. Our Year 10 SRC, met with Mrs Washington to discuss 
the benefits of improved cycle and footpaths throughout Port Stephens. The benefits included improved 
community; fitness; access; environment and wellbeing for all ages. Our Yr 10 SRC are doing an act of service, 
by helping our government see what is important to our community. They are looking beyond their own needs. 
Well done, Year 10.

neVer a dull moment
Next Term, I will step into the Principal’s shoes for 5 weeks as Tim takes a short sabbatical to look at some 
leading education systems in the world. With this in mind, I have been joining Tim in “Gold Morning Teas”; Book 
Week activities; PTF Meetings; Board meetings and the list goes on. What I can say, he is a hard act to follow!

Mr David McKinnon - Deputy Principal
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Head of Junior school
worKing Bee  

tHis saturday 1st septemBer

Spring has sprung, the grass is ris’, 
I wonder where the birdies is? 

Ah, the bird is on the wing, 
But that’s absurd,  

The wing is on the bird! 

It’s our SPRING Working Bee this Saturday 1 September, 
and we really do need many hands. We’re wanting to 
replant two large garden spaces, reshape and plant out 
two other smaller areas, strip one old garden space out 
completely and do quite a bit of pruning.  We’ve purchased 
600 plants for just the Junior School area alone, so we will 
need many hands and garden tools.

If you have time, please consider coming for a couple of 
hours on Saturday between 8am and 2pm. We’ll also have 
a BBQ running at lunch time to feed our workers. Many 
ask what you can bring to help make the work lighter, so 
here’s a list of equipment that will assist us. You may have 
one or two of these things in the shed.

• Shovels
• Larger branch cutters
• Wheelbarrows
• Mattocks – heavy duty ones
• Rakes
• Straw brooms
• Your own personal gloves, hats, sturdy shoes etc.

If you can only bring you, that’s great – we need all HANDS 
on deck. Thank you in advance.  We’re hoping to get all of 
our work done in the time allocated and with many hands, 
I’m sure we will. Come join us for a couple of hours this 
weekend.

Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School

director of studies
year 12 on the Home straight

Just four weeks of school weeks remain and it is time to 
focus on strengthening the “exam performance” muscles: 
time management, question interpretation, writing 
comprehensive answers under time constraints. 

Opportunities will be available over the remaining weeks to 
further develop exam technique in each subject, while also 
revising course concepts and responding to feedback. This 
will include focussed time on Tuesday afternoons and during 
study periods.  Watch for further details.

year 11 Course examinations

Here is a link to the exam timetable in Week 8. Students 
should check that they have the details they need to prepare 
for these examinations. https://bit.ly/2pl8x9b

In the week following their exams, Year 11 will be provided 
with details about beginning their HSC courses including the 
process for applying for further extension courses in Maths, 
English and History.  The next hurdle, though, is to complete 
their present courses.

stage 5 elective subject options for 2019

I have received some enquiries already and wish to give 
advance notice that students will receive information about 
the possibilities either side of the term break. Year 9 will 
receive the first “bite of the cherry”, followed by Year 8, soon 
after.  Watch this space…

I wish to add my congratulations and thanks to everyone 
involved in planning and running such an exciting Book 
Week. Keeping alive a love of books is so critical for every 
learner…no matter their age. 

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

https://bit.ly/2PL8x9b


Head of middle school
We have had an exciting couple of weeks in our Middle 
School! Book Week was superb (as always) with a range 
of fun and interesting activities to promote reading 
amongst our students. Some of the highlights included 
Reader’s Theatre, Drop Everything and Read, Author 
Visit, the Big Book Swap and Book Accessory Day. 

I’m so thrilled that the students really injected 
themselves into the activities and made the most of the 
opportunities available to them. Thank you to the Library 
Staff and Mrs Balsarini for organising the vast array of 
events. Congratulations to Lucy Mayer on winning the 
Accessory Day competition.

On Thursday 15 August, nine of our boys travelled to 
Broadmeadow Basketball Stadium to compete in the 
HRIS U15 Basketball competition. The boys competed 
well, despite being markedly shorter in stature, and 
achieved a few wins. Congratulations boys on your 
dedication and effort.

Lately we have been blessed by a number of performances 
at our weekly assemblies. Ruby Hutton and Elizabeth 
Mackintosh performed a wonderful dramatic dance in 
Week 5, while this week five of our Year Seven and Eight 
students lit up the stage with an exceptional combined 
dance/gymnastics presentation. 

In the next newsletter I’ll report on our Science 
Forensics visit and the Sports Academy Trip to the AIS 
in Canberra.

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of senior school
“I have fought the good fight I have finished the race  

I have kept the faith.” 
2 Timothy 4:6-7

This is one of the most well-loved verses of the bible as it 
encourages Christians to keep striving and persevering even 
when life is difficult, to continue to trust in God and keep 
the faith. It seems an appropriate verse at this time of year 
especially for Year 12 in the lead up to their HSC examinations. 

Often during this time of year students are tired after trials and 
nearly 13 years of schooling and are tempted to slow down 
to stop running the race. Yet, this is the time to train harder, 
to continue to fight, to commit themselves to the final leg of 
the race. Why? It can make an enormous difference to their 
final results and more importantly they can look back thinking 
I fought the good fight, I trained as hard as I could to finish the 
race. No regrets! So, what should they be doing? They need 
to continue to learn the content, complete as many practice 
papers as they can and consult their coaches (teachers) for 
feedback. They also need to continue to exercise, eat well and 
sleep, these are all important factors in their wellbeing. 

Mr McKinnon will be writing to you soon giving details of all 
the important events in the final few weeks of  Year 12. So, 
what can you do as parents? Continue to have faith in your not 
so little ones by giving them encouragement and support. This 
may result in younger siblings having to stack the dishwasher 
for the next few months and maybe even providing a secret 
stash of chocolate in the pantry or taking your Year 12 student 
rather than the dog for a walk. 

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School

2019 School Captain Nominees



College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Canteen News - Now Serving The Natural Kitchen

Alpha Course
High School Musical 2019

Community events
Bright Futures School Holiday Program 

Real Futures Charity Golf Day
Little Athletics Registration 

ptF news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

monday tuesday wednesday thursday Friday
3 september
Yr 10 Social Night

4 september
AIS Excursion

5 september
AIS Excursion
Yr 7 Vaccinations
Yr 12 Legal Sudies 
excursion

6 september
AIS Excursion
MS CRU group

7 september
AIS Excursion
SS CRU group

10 september
Yr 11 End of course 
examinations

11 september
Yr 11 End of course 
examinations
Yr 7 Meet and greet/
assessment day

12 september
Yr 5 Bathurst Excursion
Yr 11 End of course 
examinations
MS HRIS Debating
Under 15s League 9

13 september
Yr 5 Bathurst Excursion 
Yr 11 End of course 
examinations 
MS CRU group

14 september
Yr 5 Bathurst Excursion 
Yr 11 End of course 
examinations 
SS CRU group

FINANCE NEWS
Term Three Statement of Accounts have been 

emailed and added to Parent Lounge 

tHese aCCounts are 
now oVerdue

Please contact the Finance Office if you have any 
questions regarding payment

financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403.

WHY ALPHA?
EVERYONE HAS QUESTIONS 

We believe everyone should have the 

opportunity to explore life and the Christian faith. 

To ask questions, and share their point of view 
in an open, friendly environment. 

ALPHA
C O U R S E for women

St Philip's Christian College 
9am - 10am

Commencing 6 Sept 2018

ENQUIRIES - COLLEGE RECEPTION 

4919 5400 • PORTSTEPHENS@SPCC.NSW.EDU.AU 

Friday 21 septemBer 
12noon - 3pm

More Information Coming Soon!
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