
A TRIBUTE TO OUR FOUNDING BOARD CHAIR – FR KEN MUNNS
It is with great sadness that I convey 
news of the passing of Fr Ken Munns, 
a man who was instrumental in the 
journey of St Philip’s Christian College.  
Ken, who was affectionately known as 
‘Father Ken’ was the first Chairperson 
of the College’s Board of Governors 
from 1982 and his unwavering 
commitment in the establishment years 
of the College were crucial.

It was Ken who made some of those 
key early decisions in the journey of 
St Philip’s. One such decision was the 
choice of the emblem of the loaves and 
fishes. This was Ken’s choice and is an integral part of our College to this day. The College emblem of 
the loaves and fishes is a key symbol to remind everyone of our need for Jesus and reliance on God. 
His vision in doing this alone has had wide reaching influence. Every uniform and every publication 
over the years has been emblazoned with this unique symbol that delivers a profound and life-
changing message to anyone who cares to study it.

Ken was also instrumental in writing the student, staff and parent commitments and our College 
Prayer which our schools still use today in dedication services.  Most importantly he ensured 
the College was independently established so that its Christian vision would remain strong and 
it would become an inter-denominational College with an open enrolment policy rather than a 
denominational school with a closed enrolment policy. This was against the trend of the day. 

Ken was passionate about overseas mission to developing nations. I personally had the privilege of 
accompanying him on a mission to the Torres Strait. Later in his life he travelled several times to 
Africa and thoroughly enjoyed ministering there.

Above all this he was a great family man. He was a dedicated and loving husband to his wife, Janette 
and a fun-loving father to his two boys, Peter and Michael.  

Without his adventurous and faith filled heart we would not have a College at all. I personally owe 
much to Ken for his mentoring and guidance in the early years. He will be greatly missed.

Graeme Irwin 
Executive Principal

St Philip’s Christian College Port Stephens
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Director of Studies
HAND-IN ASSIGNMENTS

Assignment work can take many forms but, in every case, it 
requires students planning to submit work on time and to best 
reflect their effort and understanding. 

Allowing sufficient time to research, consider and prepare a 
response will help any learner to better understand a topic or 
hone a skill.  Last-minute efforts rarely will.

1. Getting started – Start working; don’t ignore it:
• Read the task description on day one
• Ask questions to clarify instructions – understand what 

is expected
• Do the research – library, textbook, online, surveys, 

experiments etc
• Prepare a draft and then redraft – back up your computer 

work
• Seek feedback – from teachers, parents, peers (be 

selective here)

2. Handing in – Specific instructions may apply, but generally:
• Years 9-12 will submit work electronically via Turnitin, or 

into the boxes near Mrs McColl’s desk – by 9:00am on 
the specified date

• other year groups will usually hand in to their teacher 
in class

3. If something goes wrong? – Overdue or late
• Some circumstances represent acceptable reasons 

to seek an extension or to appeal for additional 
consideration.  However:

• Illness on the day or two before a due date is not usually 
a good excuse

• Holidays during term time are problematic – hand in 
before departure

• A computer malfunction, in all its forms, is rarely an 
acceptable excuse

• Year 9-12 contact Mrs Elton for an appeal form or 
extension application

• Late penalties – but…submission is still required: 
• Up to Year 10 10% deduction per day, then zero after a week. 
• Year 11 & 12 100% deduction on the first day.

Further details on procedures and approx. due dates for 
students in Years 7-12 are contained in the Student Guides, for 
each stage or year, that was emailed to students and parents 
early in the year. 

Keep in touch with the teacher or year coordinator before 
the workload becomes overwhelming, so we can help manage 
the situation. 

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Junior School
Many hands make light work!  This was certainly the case 
for us at our Working Bee on Saturday 1st September.  

        We went from this          to this  

IN ONE DAY!

Well, maybe not exactly like this, but you get the idea.  
We had so many parents and families come and help, we 
managed to complete all of our planned work. 

Thank you to all who came out to help – we couldn’t do 
this without your help and support.  I must thank Karen 
Coleman for cooking our BBQ lunch. A huge thank you to 
Shane Thorning also, for bringing his plant and machinery 
along to do much of the big pruning and hedge shaping.  
What you do in hours Shane, would take us weeks.

Thank you everyone!

Last Friday evening Stage Two had their Starry Night 
Incursion. WOW, what a fantastic time. Sharing time 
together learning, eating and having fun was incredible. 
Parents, we were just so proud of our children (your 
children). This is certainly an event we intend to revisit 
in some form again. I think it’s worth every second of 
planning and expediting.

Thank you to Mr Scott Sinclair and the Stage two 
teachers for the weeks, days and many hours outside of 
school in organising this. It’s so worth it.

I’d like to finish with a final THANK YOU to Hodges 
Butchery in the Salamander Centre. They provide us with 
our meats for many of our events, including the Working 
Bee and Starry Night (awesome burger patties), and the 
quality of service, help and products are second to none.  
Thank you, Hodges Butchery, for your ongoing support 
of our college.

Have a great weekend. 
Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School
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Head of Middle School
We’ve had a number of events take place recently that I’d 
like to report on this week. Last week, 20 Middle School 
students visited Canberra to train at the Australian 
Institute of Sport and learn about what it takes to be 
an elite athlete. They trained exceptionally hard in a 
variety of disciplines and environments in addition to 
experiencing the notorious ice baths! Thank you to 
Alison Baillache and Graham Armstrong for taking the 
time to organise the trip and accompany the students.

On Friday 31 August, our 
Year Seven students visited 
the Shortland Wetlands. 
They had a fun day learning 
how to use geographical 
instruments like a 
hygrometer, a GPS unit, 
compass and a turbidity 
tube. The purpose of the 
excursion was to learn 
new geographical skills in the field and to learn about 
the value and function of wetland environments. They 
were able to go dip-netting for pond species and also 
use GPS units to locate Geocaches on the site. Thank 
you to Peter Freeman, Sophie Peet and Fiona Searls 
who accompanied the students.

Recently we also had a Science Forensics Unit visit our 
school to give students in Year Six the opportunity to 
learn about the science behind real-life crime scene 
investigations in an interesting and practical way. It 
looked like a lot of fun was had by all.

On Wednesday 12 September we had wonderful success 
at HRIS Debating and also saw our Year Five students off 
to Bathurst for their camp. I’ll report on these events in 
the upcoming newsletter.

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of Senior School
We know that it is important to work at managing our 
wellbeing. The magical three ingredients for good wellbeing 
for both adults and young people are good nutrition, regular 
exercise and good sleep. Together these protect mental 
and physical health and reduce the chance of a crisis during 
heightened periods of stress. 

Sleep seems to be a new area of research regarding 
teenagers because they are such poor sleep managers. Why? 
The increased distraction of the digital age has meant that 
teenagers are staying connected much longer and as a result 
are becoming sleep deprived. 

So how much sleep do they need? Sleep expert Dr 
Chris Seton states that science states that between 12-18 year 
old children need 9 hours of sleep.  

How can you assist them to manage their sleep? 
The most important thing is to get the phones out of the 
bedroom. The blue light of phones lowers melatonin and tells 
the brain to “wake up”. Smaller screens are the worst as light 
intensity is highest and the screen is held closer to the face. 
Ideally screens should be away one hour before bed. Dr Seton 
suggests that phones can be charged overnight at a designated 
“landing strip” somewhere in the house. While unpopular it 
will help to set good sleep patterns to improve wellbeing and 
increase attentiveness which is essential for learning. For more 
assistance on sleep visit http://www.sleepshack.com.au/ 

One event that can assist 
to tire them out and also 
give them exercise is the 
Colour Run. The Colour 
Run will be held on 
Friday 21st September 
in the last two periods. 
It is a great opportunity 
to kick off the final week 
of school for Year 12. It 
is also a fundraiser for gym equipment which will be used in 
the new senior school building. Senior school students will 
fund raise through a one-off payment of $15 which will pay for 
the coloured powder but also support the purchase of gym 
equipment. I am looking forward to seeing the senior school 
covered in colour.

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School



College Calendar
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College Community Links
Canteen News - Now Serving The Natural Kitchen

Alpha Course
High School Musical 2019

Community Events
Holiday Tennis Camp

Port Stephens Library - Holiday Program
Little Athletics Registration 

PTF News
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform Shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
17 September 18 September 19 September

CIS Primary Athletics 
Whole School Assembly

20 September 21 September
Colour Explosion Run4Fun 

24 September
MADD Night

25 September
CIS Secondary Athletics 
Yr 7 Camp

26 September
Yr 11 Camp 
Yr 7 Camp 

27 September
Yr 11 Camp 
Yr 7 Camp 
JS Gold Assembly 
Last Day of Term 3 (K-10)

28 September
Yr 12 Graduation 
Yr 12 Graduation Dinner 
Last Day of Term 3 (11-12)

FINANCE NEWS
Term Three Statement of Accounts have been 

emailed and added to Parent Lounge  
These accounts are now overdue!

Please contact the Finance Office 
financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403.

ARE YOU LEAVING IN 2019? 
Please note that you need to give one full terms 

notice in writing if you are withdrawing your child 
from our school or fees will apply.

PLACES 
AVAILABLE  
Vacation Care & 
OOSH Term 4

Contact
Mrs Michelle Payne, Coordinator 

Phone: 4919 5429 
visit www.spccportstephens.nsw.edu.au  

to download an application form

OOSH
CARE SERVICES


