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InDIa

For the past two weeks, I have been in India with the Principal of St Philip’s Christian 
College, Cessnock.  We were invited to assist with a conference to train the staff at 
several schools in the Andhra Pradesh region.  As a first-time visitor to India, every one 
of my senses has had a workout.  The symphony of the horns entering my ears, the 
kaleidoscope of colourful clothing before my eyes, the festival of tastes in my mouth, 
the earthy smells penetrating my nostrils, and the liberal use of sanitiser on my hands 
has provided extraordinarily high stimulation.
 
India’s population exceeds 1,342,000,000 people and is growing at such a rate that it 
is on track to becoming the most populous nation over the next five years.  In fact, 
the population grew by a staggering 15,711,130 people in the past 12 months.  When 
compared to that of Australia at 332,332 it is clear that the demands and opportunities 
for educating a nation are great.  

Using International Monetary Fund data, India is now growing at 7.46%.  
This year it has been estimated that in real terms, the Indian economy 
– today the eighth largest by this measure – would become the world’s 
third largest by 2030.  With the slowing of China’s growth, India has 
now become the fastest-growing major economy.  In this global century, 
India is expected to transform over the coming years in much the same 
way that China has experienced over the past twenty years.
 
As a school, we believe that there is considerable wisdom in connecting 
our students with this region.  Over the coming weeks, the leadership 
team of the College are going to consider what that looks like.  It could 
involve short term missions and immersion experiences in the same 

vein as our current Vanuatu trips.  It could involve further teacher training involving staff 
from our College.  It could also mean supporting some of India’s most impoverished 
students.  I hope to bring you these decisions in the not too distant future.                   

swIMMInG sUCCess
Huge congratulations to randal Ingram (Year 5) who had tremendous success 
at the recent State Swimming Championships. He collected the gold medal in the  
11-year-old boy’s 200m breaststroke and also bronze in the 100m and 50m breaststroke. 
He achieved incredible PB’s in each of these races. Simply awesome. Well done Randal!

Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
18 september
MADD Night

19 september 20 september
Yr 11 Camp
7.00pm PTF Meeting

21 september
Yr 11 Camp
CIS Secondary Athletics
Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s qualifying 
Journey
Term 3 Concludes K-10

21 september
Terms 3 Concludes  
for Yrs 11 & 12
Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s qualifying 
Journey
10.00am Yr 12 
Graduation
6.00pm Yr 12 Formal

9 October
Term 4 Commences

10 October
HRIS Secondary under 15 
Tennis

11 October 12 October 13 October
HRIS Primary Tennis
HRIS Secondary Golf

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering,

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

fInanCe news
TERM THREE FEES ARE NOW OVERDUE 

Unless paying by an arranged payment plan. 
Please contact our Finance Department to arrnge payment 

Mrs Virginia Hickson at virginia.hickson@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403
Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit should use their parent code  

on the statement as a reference. 

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

Community events 
Port Stephens Library Holiday Programme

Nelson Bay Tennis Holiday Programme
Birubi SLSC Open & Registration Day

Nelson Bay Touch Football Summer Competition
Gone Fishing Workshop 15 October

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

Healthy Choices ahead
In order to provide healthy and cooked on-site menue items, our Canteen requires a few mre helpers.  We understand that sometimes you are not able 

to dedicate an entire day to the Canteen,; however even a few hours would  enable us to run our Canteen more effectively.
If you are available to assist in the morning (8.45am to 11.30am) or at lunch (12.30pm to 1.45pm), it would be greatly appreciated.  It is an 

easy way to be involved in the school and your kids will love it too. 
Aleeya Durant

Canteen Manager
Email:  Aleeya.Durant@spcc.nsw.edu.au

Mobile: 0411 805 944

ptf news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2017
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Head of senior school
Mrs Vicky Brown and I took Senior School students to 
the Maitland Art Gallery recently. To be found hanging on 
the walls there, are some of our students’ artworks. Two art 
works can be seen behind the photo of Chelsea Morris-
Barker in Year 10. On the left a self-portrait of Chelsea 
and on the right, Year 11 student shannon pollard.

arts Matter! – Why?

• Art contributes to greater intelligence and success.
• Art fuels creativity and innovation.
• Art helps you see things from a different perspective.
• Art energises.
• CEOs are looking for creative people.
• Art evokes emotion.

God is the ultimate artist. In Isaiah 64:8 It says “But now, O 
Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are 
our potter; we are all the work of your hand.”

Mr David McKinnon 
Head of Senior School

Director of studies
end of the line for the Class of 2017 
 
Next Thursday represents the last time after almost 13 
years, that our Year 12s will spend time in a classroom 
as a school student.  All that remains is their final round 
of examinations, starting with English on 16 October 
and ending with Drama and Design & Technology on  
7 November.
 
With that much time spent in school, it is time to look back 
at the good times and the difficult times – you should draw 
strength and confidence from them both. 
 
Looking ahead can be exciting, if a little daunting.  What 
comes after November?
• Embark on your first career (researchers say that 

today’s 18 year olds will have a handful of different 
ones – not just different jobs).  

• Enrolling in further study and training begins to take 
shape.  

• Give thought to a gap year to explore some broader 
options such as:
• Overseas travel
• Part-time work
• Volunteer work, or all three.  

• Don’t let a gap year be a waste of time – seek advice, 
ask questions, meet new people; but stay close with 
your friends and family.

• Be patient with yourself, but be bold – make a 
decision and have a go at something!

 
Remember what you have learned about the world, life, 
love and the One who created it all.
 
Thank you, Year 12 for your energy, efforts and enthusiasm.  
While we will miss you, we look forward to hearing about 
your exploits.
God bless you all.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Junior school
As if producing a musical wasn’t enough for the term, we 
have backed up with Book Week and two excursions – a 
Kindergarten excursion to Taronga Zoo and a Stage One 
excursion to Tocal Homestead.

Thanks to our library team for a week of fabulous fun and 
frivolity. The literature quiz, our author/illustrator visit – 
leila rudge, craft, book swap, readers’ theatre and our 
famous (or infamous) character parade. 

For all the wonderful antics of Book Week 2017 – thank 
you.

Have a great weekend and remember Term Three 
concludes for all students from Kindergarten to Year 10 on 
Thursday 21 September.

Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School

Head of Middle school
This fortnight I’d firstly like to mention the wonderful Year 
Five Bathurst excursion that I had the pleasure to attend 
last week. It was a fun, engaging and in some respects 
challenging trip for our students, many of whom had never 
spent that long away from home and family. It’s clear that 
we have a respectful, thoughtful and enthusiastic group of 
students in Year Five who made the most of their time away. 
On the first day, we stopped at Katoomba to see the Three 
Sisters and go for a ride on both the Scenic Railway and 
Skyway. The following day we visited History Hill Museum 
and gold mine shaft (near Hill End), along with panning for 
gold in a nearby creek. Given that so little rain had fallen in 
recent times, some of the riverbed was able to be dug up 
and the students found more flakes and specks of gold than 
usual and the call of ‘Eureka’ was heard every few minutes. 
Everyone had a great time at both the dance and campfire 
nights as well as celebrating three birthdays. What a terrific 
few days. Special thanks to Mrs angie sinclair and Mr 
Craig andersen for their tireless work both in organising 
the camp and looking after the students so well.

This week we have also had two Year Seven excursions, 
one to the Hunter Wetlands on Tuesday (Geography) and 
one to the Archibald Exhibition in Sydney (Visual Arts). I 
love these kinds of opportunities for our students and I’m 
sure that these opportunities have added value to each 
child’s learning.

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School
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