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Year 6 eXCUrsIOn tO CanBerra
At the end of last week I made a quick trip to Canberra to join our Year 6 students. They visited the snow (many for 
the very first time), the Australian War Memorial, Questacon and Parliament House. They were fortunate to tour 
Parliament whilst it was sitting and had the opportunity to see Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Opposition 
Leader Bill Shorten up close. They were also greeted by the member for Paterson, Ms Meryl Swanson MP and 
a former SPCC School Captain (Brooke Vitnell). I was delighted to spend two days with the students to connect 
with them in this way and to observe them firsthand on this adventure. As our tour of Parliament came to an end, 
the tour guide came up to me and said: “This is the best group of students that I have ever taken through Parliament 
House. Can you please let their parents and the Principal of the school know?”  With a smile, I assured him that I 
would. I have to say that I was enormously proud of the students and the way they conducted themselves.  They 
were a credit to us all.      

new sCHOOl weBsIte
I am pleased to announce that we have launched a new St Philip’s Christian College website this week. I 
commend it to you and hope that you enjoy searching through it. It can be accessed through our existing  
URL: www.spcc.nsw.edu.au

reFresH wOMen’s COnFerenCe
Let me encourage all the women and girls in our community to take advantage of the wonderful women’s conference 
on this Saturday (19th August) in the Chris Walking Theatre. The title of the conference is ‘Refresh’, and we trust 
that all those who participate will indeed be refreshed in mind and spirit from God’s word.  We are so fortunate to 
have such high calibre speakers willing and eager to visit us here in Port Stephens. Thanks to all those in the School 
community (including staff, students and their families) for their work in organising this event.  Join us from 2 to 6pm, 
afternoon tea will be served and it is free.  For more details, please visit the following link: http://bit.ly/2t7FYux 

Every blessing,  
Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens
http://bit.ly/2t7FYux%20


Director of Studies
Year 12 Trial HSC Exams
The pen and paper exams have  
been sat and (mostly) marked and  
I want to congratulate all of our  
Year 12s on the diligence and  
focus they have given during the  
last two weeks.  For quite a few, the focus now switches 
to HSC performance exams (Drama, Music) and project 
submissions (for Visual Arts and D&T) still to come.

Make the most of the exam feedback and final months 
available to complete your coursework and train yourselves 
for the final examinations in Term 4.

Thanks to the many classes and students who have made 
allowances and room changes to provide uninterrupted 
working time for our Year 12s.  They may not realise it yet, 
but they do appreciate it. 

NAPLAN Reports
I seem to have written quite a lot about NAPLAN this year, 
but there seems to be plenty to highlight and respond to 
on the topic, so here we go again.

Families with a child in Years 3, 5, 7 or 9 should receive their 
NAPLAN report within the next few days.  We encourage 
parents to sit with their child to talk about the contents of 
the report, focussing on the strengths and progress since 
last time.  Together, you may be able to identify areas for 
improvement in literacy or numeracy and we encourage 
you to arrange a time to chat to your teacher if you have 
questions or concerns.

For the first time, Year 9 students will be provided with 
advice about whether they have “pre-qualified” in one, two 
or all three domains for the award of their HSC in the year 
2020.  Please read this advice carefully and contact me at 
the College if you have further questions about this. 

I have addressed this in more detail in the 5 May and 23 
February newsletters and here is a link to a recent news 
article that examines some of the issues arising from 
recent NAPLAN reforms: https://goo.gl/kND8Qv

Blessings, 
Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Junior School News
Last newsletter I did hint that term 3 was going to be a 
very busy one and that’s exactly how it’s turning out to 
be.
Our HRIS Athletics team competed last Thursday and did 
very well. It’s a big day but for many children, this is their 
moment on the school stage.

  KWAM had a great day on Friday  
  at 2 nursing homes and a pre-  
  school. The residents really love the  
  children visiting and performing for  
  them.  We’re often told by nursing  
  home staff that for some residents,  
  the KWAM visit is the only time   
  they brighten up.

Here are the last 5 things to help ‘simplify’ life as promised 
last fortnight. Remember, just because I found these helpful, 
doesn’t mean you have to embrace them.

6. Don’t cut corners. ‘Short cuts’ aren’t always short cuts.  
It’s OK to take the long-way-round.
7. Stop procrastinating about crucial things. Be brave 
AND intentional about the important things.
8. Put the past AND future in its proper place. Don’t 
let the past and/or future cripple you. Celebrate something 
good today and each day.
9. Put people over possessions. Stuff is nice, but people 
are irreplaceable. 
10. Be still. Be ambitious to live a quiet life. For those of us 
who trust and know God, be still and let Him be God. For 
those of us who don’t believe the same, find a place to sit, 
stop and be still. It’s good for us.

Keep the ‘earn and learn’ stickers coming in. They do 
benefit us by allowing the school to get great resources 
and equipment free.

Have a great weekend and I hope you find time to do some 
‘nothing’.

Mr Brett Allen 
Head of Junior School

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

https://goo.gl/kND8Qv


Middle School News
Year Six Snow Excursion 
The Year Six Canberra and  
Snow Excursion was a huge  
success! The snow was really  
thick and the skies were clear.  
Parliament House, Skyzone,  
Questacon, the War Memorial  
and a number of other  
attractions were informative  
and in some cases exhilarating. Thank you to Mrs Joanne 
Balsarini for her meticulous organisation and Mr 
Bernard Kruik, Dr Tim Petterson and Mrs Brenda Yeo 
for their assistance and guidance during the trip.

 

Japanese Students 
Over seven days in the last two weeks we were blessed 
by having six students and a teacher from Yugawara, Japan 
(Port Stephens’ sister city) join us at St Philip’s. The College 
had a number of very hospitable host families look after 
our visitors and from all reports they had an incredibly 
good time. I am thankful for Mrs Angie Sinclair for 
organising the host families and welcoming them so well. 

 Thanks also to Miss   
 Allison Peterson for   
 creating interesting tasks  
 for St Philip’s students to  
 perform alongside our   
 visitors as well as a   
 wonderful presentation for  
 the Yugawara students at  
 our assembly on Monday.

Year 5 Gold Rush 
On Tuesday 15 August,  
Year Five students attended  
an informative incursion all  
about the Gold Rush as they  
prepare for their Bathurst  
Camp in only a couple of  
weeks’ time. Thanks again to  
Mrs Sinclair for organising this event!

Blessings,
Mr Glen Urane
Head of Middle School

Senior School News
During the Yr 12 Trials, these 5 very talented students 
also had their major works due. Well done boys, you have 
made your teacher very proud. 

Mr David McKinnon 
Head of Senior School

L-R: Harry Davies, Nathan Cathcart, Bailey Sinno,  
Sam Turner & Will Rae

Harry Davies

Nathan Cathcart

Sam Turner

Bailey Sinno

Will Rae
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
21 August 22 August 23 August

JS Musical Matinee
24 August
JS Musical Finale

25 August

28 August 29August
HRIS Primary Football and 
Netball

30 August
HRIS Secondary U15 
Basketball
7.00pm PTF Meeting

31 August
AICES Athletics
Frantic Film Festival

1 September

ptF news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2017

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering,

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

FInanCe news
term three fees are now overdue 

Unless paying by an arranged payment plan. 

Please contact our Finance Department to arrnge payment 
Mrs Virginia Hickson at virginia.hickson@spcc.nsw.edu.au or 4919 5403

Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit should use their parent code  
on the statement as a reference.  

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

nOtICe OF 
wItHdrawal

St Philip’s Christian College requires one full term’s  
notice in writing when ceasing a student’s enrolment, 

otherwise one term’s additional fees will be  
payable in lieu of such notice.

FatHer’s daY stall
The PTF will again be running a Father’s Day gift stall. 
Wednesday 30th August - Friday 1st September

The stall will be open outside the Library during Junior 
School Lunch / Middle & Senior School Recess.

All gifts are $5 and money raised goes back into the school.

CanBerra  
eXCUrsIOn

The Australian Government recognises the importance of 
all young Australians being able to visit the national capital 

as part of their Civics and Citizenship education.

To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion the 
Australian Government is contributing funding of $20 
per student under the Parliament and Civics Education 
Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid 
directly to the school upon completion of the excursion.

Community events 
Kids Craft Club

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/students.php?id=731
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/students.php?id=731
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/students.php?id=731
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/shop.php?id=792
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/shop.php?id=792
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/shop.php?id=792
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/links.php?cat=30&c=5
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/links.php?cat=31&c=5
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/links.php?cat=31&c=5
https://www.flexischools.com.au

