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Our school is fortunate to be a part of a collective group of schools known as the HRIS.  This acronym is short for the 
Hunter Region of Independent Schools.  Established in 1991 with eight member schools, today there are a total 
of 16 schools stretching from Port Macquarie in the north, Tamworth in the west and Erina in the south.  A full list of 
schools can be seen using the following link: 
https://www.hris.org.au/member-schools

There are a range of benefits for our school in being a part of this group.  Most significantly, is the opportunity it 
presents to enjoy healthy competition across a range of sports.  At this point in time, annual sporting competitions 
include:  Athletics, Swimming, Cross Country, Basketball, Football/Soccer, Golf, Hockey, Netball, Rugby 
Union, Softball, Tennis and Touch Football.  A further opportunity exists in the area of music for our students 
to link up with musicians from the other schools to perform in choirs and a range of ensembles.  Last Wednesday, 
a number of our students took up this opportunity to perform at the annual Cultural Festival held at Hunter Valley 
Grammar School.  The quality of musicianship was absolutely superb and a showcase of excellence.  I am delighted that 
our students have an opportunity like this and highly commend it to you as an event not to be missed.  A big thank you 
to Mrs Priscilla Blake, Mrs Laura Green and Mrs Melissa Sneddon who supported our students with this event.

Day One of term saw over 90 of our students representing the College at the HRIS Division 1 Athletics competition 
held at Hunter Sports Centre, Glendale.  There were some terrific individual performances on the day and the following 
students have been selected to progress to the next level of competition, AICES (The Association of Independent 
Co-Educational Schools).  Carter Boyd (100m, Shot Put, Discus), Jayden Chadwick (1500m, 3000m), Tichaona 
Chigweremba (100m, 200m), Emma Cotton (200m, 400m, 800m), Emily Hickey (400m, 800m, 1500m), Caleb 
Reungkitchaya (800m, 1500m) and Lewis Twomey (Javelin).  Huge congratulations to all of the above.

NEW BUS

Over the recent holiday period the College took possession of a new 40 seat bus.  It is a much-needed addition to 
our fleet and is already being well used.  At the first opportunity, we are hoping to add some distinctive signage to it in 
the same manner as our Rosa.  A particular thank you to Mrs Kylie Wendell who assisted with the graphic artwork. 

Every blessing, 

Dr Timothy Petterson
Principal

https://www.hris.org.au/member-schools%0D


Director of Studies
Year 11 Critical Thinking Test

All of Year 11 will sit this test, joining more than 7000 of 
their peers, for the opportunity to demonstrate critical 
thinking capabilities and receive feedback before starting 
their HSC year. The test assesses a student’s ability to 
interpret ideas, identify arguments, detect inconsistencies 
and solve problems. These capabilities that are widely 
considered essential for students at school, university, in 
the workplace and other life contexts.

The test will also provide NESA with valuable information 
on the test items and inform their future research into 
online assessment.  Participants receive a report on their 
critical thinking skills. This will be held in the Drama Room 
next Monday morning.

NAPLAN (National Assessment Program for Literacy 
and Numeracy) tests are moving online across Australia 
from 2018.  All test domains will be included: Writing, 
Reading, Conventions of Language and Numeracy.  This 
online assessment platform offers significant benefits 
including:
• Faster turnaround of information. 
• More precise results.
• Better assessment with “tailored testing”, where  
 students will receive questions that more closely  
 match their individual challenge level.

In preparation for this our school will participate in the 
“School Readiness Test” during Week Eight of Term Three 
on Wednesday and Thursday morning.  This will involve all 
current Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students.

Please note that the readiness test is designed to test the 
online system and to ensure that schools are prepared for 
next year, and not another test of student ability.

Enthusiastic students may wish to attempt the “public 
demonstration mini tests” to get an idea about what these 
tests may look like:
https://goo.gl/Xfoh65

We expect that in 2018 our students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 
9 will take part in the full NAPLAN online tests. Further 
information about NAPLAN Online is available at the 
following website including answers to many FAQs.  
www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online

Mr Peter Freeman
Director of Studies

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

Junior School News
Welcome to Term Three. It’s going to be a BUSY one 
indeed. We have excursions, KWAM visits, HRIS events, 
standardised testing for our Year 2 – 4 students, as well as 
local gala day events planned just in Junior School alone. 
In our spare time, we’re producing a musical that features 
every student in Junior School. Simples!!!

Life certainly gets busy, chaotic and darts off in directions 
we don’t plan. I was pondering some of these chaotic 
direction changes the other day when I heard someone 
suggest 10 things I could do to ‘simplify’ life. I thought I’d 
share them over the next couple of newsletters.  NB: Just 
because I found these helpful, doesn’t mean you have to 
embrace them.

1. Stop pretending you know everything. It’s ok to say ‘I 
don’t know.’

2. Get rid of toxic influences in your life. Hang with 
happy, encouraging and positive people.

3. Forgive. There is a self-righteousness in hating 
someone who has done you wrong, but it ultimately 
serves no purpose. Bless people.

4. Tell the truth. Modifying, re-shaping, twisting, bending 
– whatever you choose to call it – what really went 
down just causes more stress trying to cover it. ‘Fess 
up, own it and get on with life.

5. Stop wasting time 
and money to get 
more and do stuff 
that won’t help you. 
One can write three 
letters in the same 
time it takes to 
watch one evenings 
television.

Don’t forget it’s ‘Earn and Learn’ at Woolworths at the 
moment.  If you’re shopping, get your ‘Earn and Learn’ 
stickers and send them into school.

Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

https://goo.gl/Xfoh65
www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online


Leaders in Whole of Life Education

Middle School News
Hi everyone, welcome back to the start of Term Three. This 
is a busy term with a few major excursions/camps (Year 
Six visit Canberra and the snow, Year Five visit Bathurst/
gold mining country) and other competitions and team 
activities on offer.  Thanks to everyone who supported the 
Beanies for Brain Cancer fundraiser at the conclusion of 
Term Two. We raised over $330.00, for which the Mark 
Hughes Foundation was very appreciative. 

Thank you to all of the parents and carers who took the 
time to go through their child’s Semester One report 
with them.  We have discussed goal setting as a staff and 
I have encouraged all of the students to set goals which 
they are additionally receiving encouragement from their 
Core teachers to do. Here are some guidelines that can 
assist your child to set goals (with assistance), following 
the ‘SMART’ goal setting technique:
Specific:  Goals are ‘to the point’ and the person   
  knows exactly what they want to achieve.
Measurable:  The success or failure of the goal can be  
  measured and recorded.
Agreed upon:  All parties agree it’s a relevant and useful  
  goal.
Realistic:  Although goals should be challenging,   
  they need to be achievable.
Time Framed:  Times should be set for undertaking  
                        and completion of the goal.
An example of a goal that follows the SMART framework 
might be: 
• To read three books over a 100 pages long in Term 

Three to assist my literacy development through wide 
reading.

Do not set too many goals – perhaps just two to three, 
prioritising those which need the most immediate focus 
or those which will have the biggest overall impact.  Adding 
one or two personal goals (fitness/exercise etc.) can also 
assist the goal setting process and chances of success. 

Starting the new and 
improved College 
gardens at the back of 
the school.

Mr Glen Urane
Head of Middle 
School

Senior School News
The theme for Term Three is “Be Present in the 
Moment”. This not only applies to our students, but to 
staff and parents as well. It is time to get in the ‘game’ and 
be present!

These students were getting into the game, by participating 
in the Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.

Well Done.

Mr David McKinnon
Head of Senior School
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Leaders in Whole of Life Education

PTF News
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2017

College CommuNiTy liNks
Canteen

2017 Instrumental Music Program
Student Leave Update
Immunisation Program

NCCD Information Sheet

CommuNiTy eveNTs

Kids Craft Club

uNiForm shoP
Current Specials, Ordering,

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
7August
HSC Trial Exams
ACER PAT Testing Stage 
2 and Yr 2

8 August
HSC Trial Exams
ACER PAT Testing Stage 
2 and Yr 2
Yr 6 Canberra Excursion

9 August
HSC Trial Exams
ACER PAT Testing Stage 
2 and Yr 2
Yr 6 Canberra Excursion

10 August
HSC Trial Exams
ACER PAT Testing Stage 2  
and Yr 2
Yr 6 Canberra Excursion
HRIS Primary Athletics
Yr 9 Parent/Teacher Interviews

11 August
HSC Trial Exams
ACER PAT Testing Stage 2 
and Yr 2
Yr 6 Canberra Excursion
JS KWAM Ministry team 
excursion

14 August 15 August
Stage 3 Goldrush 
Educational Experience

16 August
HRIS Secondary U15 
Basketball
7.00pm PTF Meeting

17 August 18 August

Term Three Statement of Accounts have now been issued. Payment is due 
10 August 2017, unless paying by an arranged payment plan.

PLEASE NOTE: Parents who pay by direct deposit should use their parent code on 
the statement as a reference.   

NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL – St Philip’s Christian College requires one full 
term’s notice  in writing when ceasing a student’s enrolment, otherwise one term’s 

fees will be paid in lieu of such notice.
Queries?  Contact Mrs Virginia Hickson at  

virginia.hickson@spcc.nsw.edu.au or Telephone 49195403

Skoolbag App - Discontinuing
With the implementation of Parent Lounge this term, we will no longer be utilising the Skoolbag App. If you have 
been utilising the Skoolbag App to advise of student absences, this can still be done via email to the school, phone 
call or by responding to the SMS sent by the school after the rolls have been reviewed. Please refer to the flyer 
sent home with the Term Three Statements for information on how to access and utilise Parent Lounge or visit  
http://welcometomyspcc.spcc.nsw.edu.au/parent.html to view an information video.

We are very excited to be involved with the Woolworth’s Earn & Learn program again this year. We have been able to receive 
some wonderful resources through this program in previous years including mathematics/science equipment, learning support 
equipment and sporting equipment. If you are collecting the stickers from Woolworth’s they can dropped off at Reception or 
to the School Secretaries. Every sticker counts.

FINANCE 
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