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naplan

Our Year 3,5,7 and 9 students are to be commended on 
how they handled their recent NAPLAN examinations.  
Positivity, determination and a ‘can do’ mindset were 
clearly evident. Students transitioned to computer-
based testing this year, and despite the occasional glitch, 
appeared to manage well.  Congratulations and well 
done.
 
The NSW Education Minister, rob stokes, has made 
a case for the scrapping of NAPLAN.  I am supportive 
of any review in this regard, especially as it relates 
to student stress and well-being and the misuse or 
misrepresentation of the data.  In the meantime, we will 
seek to focus on the benefits of the testing that allows us to monitor the progress of individual students with a view 
to supporting their learning needs.   The NAPLAN testing also helps in the identification of areas that our teachers 
may need to specifically target and develop as they continue to deliver the curriculum. 

Open DaY

The College will be opening its gates to the public again on wednesday 20 June.  It is a terrific opportunity for 
community members to have an up-close look at what goes on during a typical day.  In recent years it has proved to 
be very successful in attracting new students to our College.  Should you know of any families or friends that may 
have an interest in this, may I please encourage you to mention this occasion to them.  The Open Day will run for 
two hours, commencing at 9:00am.  It will involve a short presentation, a tour, question time and morning tea.  All 
welcome.  If you are in a position to assist as a parent helper on the day, can you please let Mandy eggins know. 
(Mandy.eggins@spcc.nsw.edu.au)

MIDDle sCHOOl MUsICal

Aladdin Jr, our Middle School production, is 
fast approaching.  It will run for four shows, 
commencing wednesday 13 June.  Do yourself 
a favour, come and see it.  Tickets are selling fast 
with over half sold already!  If you have yet to 
secure yours, they can be purchased via the 
following link: https://bit.ly/2rWDZab

Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

fInanCe news
TErM TWO STATEMENT OF ACCOuNTS  ArE 

NOW OvErDuE. 
(Unless paying by an arranged payment plan) 

Enquiries?  financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au, or ring 
Mrs virginia Hickson on 4919 5403.  

Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit 
should use their parent code on the statement as a 

reference. 

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

Community events
Westpac rescue Helicopter - Become a volunteer
Cooking with Kids - Healthy Cooking Classes for 

Primary Children 13 July
Art Within - After School Art Classes
New C3 Spectrum Church - Medowie

ptf news
President’s Message
Meeting Dates 2018

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
28 May
Stage 5 Exams

29 May
Stage 5 Exams

30 May
Stage 5 Exams

31 May
Stage 5 Exams
Primary Athletics 
Carnival
MS Cru Group

1 June
Secondary Athletics 
Carnival
SS Cru Group
JS Walk for a Cause 
Fundraiser

4 June 5 June
AICES Cross Country
HrIS Primary Basketball
Empowering Conference

6 June
Empowering

7 June
MS Cru Group
Yr 10 Information Night

8 June
SS Cru Group

You’re invited to 
SPCC’s Community Book Club

Book of the month:

7.00pm Wednesday 6 June
Join us for dessert and coffee, 

downstairs in the Little Beach Boathouse
4 Victoria Pde, Nelson Bay

Enquiries: Briony Nurcombe, 49195426
RSVP to pslibrary@spcc.nsw.edu.au
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Director of studies
Year 10 Career planning
Last week, Year 10 attended the Newcastle and Lake 
Macquarie Career Expo with Mr waide, Mrs Hufton 
and Ms De Jong.  Students were encouraged to give 
some thought to post school options as they think about 
plans for the rest of this year and subject selections for 
Year 11 and 12.  Next Thursday, they will engage in further 
opportunities along the same line as they formulate a 
focus on their futures.  We have planned activities to 
help students to manage their own wellbeing and extend 
targeted study skills throughout the day as they shape a 
clearer, 2020 vision for the HSC (pun intended).  
 
The next step 
comes on 
Thursday 7 June, 
when St Philip’s 
Christian College 
will stage our HSC 
Information Expo 
at the College – 
put this date in your diary, it is an event not to be missed!!
 
Ms Musical aladdin Jr
As excitement grows around our musical, opening 13 June 
(another one for the diary), make sure you order your 
tickets – they are selling like hotcakes!! What a wonderful 
chance for these talented young people to:

• Sing
• Dance
• rehearse
• Act
• Dress-up
• rehearse

• Collaborate
• Have fun
• Problem-solve
• rehearse
• Achieve! 

 
So many challenges to deal with and yet, so many instances 
that they can learn new things, make connections in the 
brain and build self-confidence.  Well done everyone so far, 
and so much to come!  
 
naplan Online is all done
Testing finished for 2018.  Congratulations everyone, I saw 
every student giving their best.  Thank you also to parents 
for supporting your young person/people with this last 
week.  Whether test feedback arrives faster than previously 
remains to be seen.

Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Middle school
Hi everyone! Last week we held our 
annual Slum Survivor event, where 
the Year Eight students created a 
‘slum village’ on the school basketball 
courts and had to live on nothing but 
rice and water for 24 hours (while at 
the same time raising money for our 
friends in vanuatu). The event was a 
tremendous success with $1452.00 
raised towards helping our friends at 
Lifechanger Christian College in vanuatu. I must say that in 
the seven years that we have been running Slum Survivor, 
the students built the most impressive slum shelters I’ve 
seen. With the wind that came up and the seemingly subzero 
temperatures I was amazed to see that nearly all of their 
constructions still stood the following morning. I think the 
kids are starting to learn some lessons from the previous 
year’s students. Thank you to the incredibly supportive staff 
who ran activities and stayed overnight with the students. 

Thank you also to the students and parents who raised 
money through sponsorship and donations. It’s very much 
appreciated.

It was wonderful to see so much positivity at the parent/
teacher interviews in recent weeks. Thank you to all of the 
parents and carers who were able to take the time to meet 
with their children’s teachers. I hope that the time spent 
was valuable to you and that your child will have some 
positive goals to work towards for the remainder of the 
year.

Mr Glen urane 
Head of Middle School

Head of Junior school
Continuing on with our series from Becky Mansfield’s blog, 
I’m hoping it’s helpful. Newsletters are a ‘strange animal’.  
research tells us that only 7% of the population reads 
them, but I’m sure our percentage here is much higher.  
Anyway, I’ve had a number of parents tell me they are 
enjoying the series. 

Based on research from a number of sources, including 
American Journal of Preventative Medicine, here are 
the next three points in the list of 10 ways to help create 
strong children.

1. talk: ‘Spend dinner time talking, drop everything that 
you are doing when your kids get home from school 
to TALK to them for a few minutes (learn what is 
going on in their lives… academic, social, emotional)’. 
Becky Mansfield. Granted, this can be tricky in the 
busyness of life, but where possible, our children love 
to have Mum and Dad’s undivided attention.

2. 
3. Give responsibilities: Chores are about so 

much more than just cleaning.  responsibilities 
increase their self-worth.  It teaches them how to 
work.  It teaches them to take care of things.  It 
teaches them how to be part of something bigger 
than themselves. “To develop a high self-esteem 
a person needs a purpose. A key component to 
high self-esteem relies on how you view yourself 
regarding contribution. In other words, in the 
child development process, chores are a big role 
in a kid’s self-esteem.” (Impact Parenting.com)

4. 
5. Bedtime: Have a set bedtime. The Time article 

referred to, has more details – an interesting read. 
“A loss of one hour of sleep is equivalent to [the loss 
of] two years of cognitive maturation and development.”    
https://ti.me/2KKv0Qm

wotz’ happnin’ in Junior school!
• Thursday 31May - Athletics Carnival Primary and 

Kindy to Year Two Mini Mites Carnival 
• Friday 1 June - Walk for a Cure Fundraiser
• Monday 18 and Tuesday 19 June - College Photo Days
• Thurs 21 June - Stage Two rocks Excursion

Have a great weekend,

Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of senior school
Week Four marks the week before examinations for Years Nine 
and Ten. For some students, examinations and assessments are 
an instrument of torture, however, they are simply a measure 
of what students know, understand, and can do. This is why we 
want students to prepare for the examinations so they can 
SHOW WHAT THEY KNOW!

How can students best prepare?
1. HIGHLIGHT EXAM NOTIFICATIONS – all staff will 

have given students exam notifications that tell them 
what is in the exam. This will allow them to focus their 
study on the specific topics.

2. CrEATE A PLAN – a study timetable is a way of balancing 
time and even finding time for rewards.

3. STuDY ACTIvELY – rather than simply read their notes, 
they can create flashcards using online tools such as 
https://quizlet.com/en-gb, or use PowerPoint to create 
notes to which they can add images and sound.

4. ATTEND TuTOrING – after school for last minute tips 
and assistance.

5. EAT WELL – studies have shown that foods such as 
bananas, blueberries and salmon improve memory.

6. SLEEP – students need eight hours so that their amazing 
brains can put what they have learned in class to their 
long-term memory which they will need to recall when 
sitting exams. 

recipe for Banana Berry Smoothie – Breakfast of Success
• 1 large banana
• 1/2 cup frozen mixed berries
• 2 teaspoons wheatgerm
• 1/2 cup low-fat milk
• 1/2 cup low-fat strawberry yoghurt
• 2 teaspoons honey
Blend until smooth.

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School

6.

4.

5.

HSC
2020
our vision 

ST PHILIP’S CHRISTIAN COLLEGE - PORT STEPHENS
Big enough to offer a range of expertise,

small enough to care!

https://quizlet.com/en-gb

