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the Importance of Being….. social

On a cold, dark and rainy Monday night, why stay home when you can hang out at the movies with your friends? Why 
do we even do social events every term? Do the teachers need more work? Or is it that we just love our students 
so much? Beyondblue’s resource for schools, MindMatters, states:  “A sense of belonging provides young people with 
purpose, meaning, self-worth and social control, all of which are contributors to positive mental health.”

The truth is, we actually do love our 
students so much, and spending time 
with them is incredibly rewarding. 
Helping them realise that they belong, 
is an added bonus. 

MindMatters go on to say: “Students 
with a sense of belonging are more 
motivated to participate actively in 
the life of the classroom than those 
students who do not have this kind of 
experience. Conversely, the feeling of not 
belonging or social isolation can lead to 
a range of negative - and under some 
circumstances, long term - consequences, 
both physical and psychological.”

Schooling is a mixture of pastoral care 
and academic rigour. Every student 
is a beautiful and unique individual. 
Our hope is that we help them 
find their strengths and passions, 
and set them up for the next stage 
of their lives, whatever that may be. 
Helping students socialise and build 
relationships is as important as great 
academic results!

Next week our Middle School presents the  aladdin Jr Musical, and I have 
seen quite a few rehearsals. It will be spectacular and is guaranteed to be a top-
quality show. There is actually a flying magic carpet! Please don’t miss out.  You 
can buy your tickets online at https://www.trybooking.com/382255.  

Mr David McKinnon 
Deputy Principal

College Calendar

Leaders in Whole of Life Education

College Community links
Canteen

FlexiSchools

Community events
Westpac Rescue Helicopter - Become a Volunteer
Cooking with Kids - Healthy Cooking Classes for 

Primary Children on 13 July
Art Within - After School Art Classes
New C3 Spectrum Church - Medowie

Uniform shop
Current Specials, Ordering

Uniform Policies and Opening hours

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
11 June
Queen’s Birthday Public 
Holiday

12 June 13 June
7pm Aladdin Jr
Yr 10&11 Vaccinations
 

14 June
CIS Primary & 
Secondary Cross 
Country
MS CRU Group 

15 June
7pm Aladdin Jr
SS CRU Group

saturday 16 June   Aladdin Jr Matinee 2pm and Final performance at 7pm

18 June
College Photos

19 June
College Photos
HRIS Secondary U15 
Football

20 June
9-11am College Open 
Day

21 June
Stg 2 The Rocks 
Excursion
MS CRU Group
Yr 12 P/T Interviews

22 June
SS CRU Group
Kindgarten Movie Night

Performances:
Wednesday 13 June 7.00pm 

Friday 15 June  7.00pm - Come dressed up in your Arabian clothes!
Saturday 16 June 2.00 pm Matinee,  and 7.00pm Final show

FINANCE NEWS
Fees in ADVANCE for Semester TWO

Parents may receive a 2% discount on  
Tuition Fees if paid by 29 June 2018
Please contact the Finance Office 

for a quote!

https://www.trybooking.com/382255
http://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/links.php?cat=31&c=5
https://www.flexischools.com.au
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board
https://www.spcc.nsw.edu.au/port-stephens/our-community/community-notice-board


Head of Junior school
Greetings – we’re officially sailing through the back half of 
the term now. It’ll be over in a blink. I’m constantly amazed 
with what a fortnight can bring in terms of change. It’s 
cold and VERY wet compared to this time a fortnight ago. I 
hope the cabin fever and footrot aren’t causing too much 
stress in families. I’d love to finish our series from Becky 
Mansfield this newsletter, but I’m constrained by a word 
limit, however, we will wrap it up this term. 

•	 set electronic Boundaries. “We have a simple 
rule: No electronics throughout the school week UNLESS 
it is a show that we are all watching together on the 
TV.   This means No laptop usage (unless it’s school-
related), no tablet, no iPods, no phones, no videos”. (Becky 
Mansfield). This is a tough one.  I’m not sure I adhere 
to Becky’s take on this completely. Some of you may 
remember an article I wrote around video/computer 
games and their content a little while ago. Although 
games have a ‘G’ rating OR are promoted as child 
friendly/educational, the content is often subtle in the 
way it influences our children’s thinking, actions and 
mindsets. We MUST view or play these games so that 
we understand them completely prior to letting our 
children start them. At the end of the day, there are 
so many other things for our children to do that will 
benefit them so much more than playing/viewing or 
engaging in ‘screens’.        

•	 Be there for them: Let them know that you are 
there for them.  “If you are ever feeling sad or left out 
about something and it becomes too big for you to 
handle easily, come to me.”    I remind our kids that 
I am always here for them, to talk through problems, 
just listen, pray for them, give them advice… or not.  
“I’m here… for you… all the time.“  Remind them 
often. (Becky Mansfield).

I have three grown up children now and when people ask 
‘what would you do differently?’, the answer always seems 
to be the same – ‘Be there and in the moment more.’ They 
grow up so quickly and those minutes, hours and days can’t 
be rewound.

Have a great weekend, 
(you could build that  
Ark after all)!

Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

Director of studies
semester One assessments

While Years Nine and Ten have just finished a number of 
formal examinations, Years Seven and Eight have sat several 
less-formal tests in class, and students in younger year 
groups will have completed tests and projects in recent 
weeks.

These assessment tasks form a part of an ongoing learning 
cycle through each key learning area, subject and year 
group.  As such, there are important learning opportunities 
to take away from each task.  It is expected that with each 
subsequent assessment task students:

• Demonstrate deeper understanding of key concepts.
• Demonstrate a confident understanding of more 

complex concepts; and/or
• Employ more advanced skills to complete each task 

well.

It is important to encourage your child or young person 
to reflect on the tasks recently completed and ask the 
following questions (test or project).  If they do not 
understand their feedback, encourage your child to seek 
advice from their teacher.

• What have I done well?  How can I improve this 
further?

• Which skills or understanding do I have now, that I 
didn’t last time?

• How can I improve the quality of my answers/work?
• Are there topics or content that I neglected in my 

test revision?
• Did I give each question/section sufficient attention?
• Is time management a problem when working under 

test conditions?
• Was I able to attempt each section of the task?  If 

not, why not?
• How can I build on my skills and understanding to 

better demonstrate my learning for the next test or 
task?

As always, if you have questions or concerns in relation to 
assessment tasks (tests or assignments) your first point of 
contact would be the class teacher and then Stage/Year 
Coordinator or Head of Department.

Blessings,
Mr Peter Freeman 
Director of Studies

Head of Middle school
 
What a wonderful couple of weeks we’ve had filled with 
fantastic activities and opportunities for our students. 
Don’t forget to check our St Philip’s Facebook page to see 
many more picture from these events.

On Friday 25 May, 24 Year Eight students attended a 
Science/Mathematics/Technology and Engineering day 
called “Build Me a Future Challenge Day.” The feedback 
was hugely positive and the students competed well in all 
categories. Thanks to Mr luff for organising and attending 
this event.

“Word of Life - Kick Off” visited the school with a range 
of different physical, social and spiritual elements that the 
Middle School students absolutely loved on Thursday 24 
May. 

A group of 24 Year Seven and Eight students went to 
Empowering in Newcastle this week. It was a fun-filled way 
to learn about living life to the full with Christ and picking 
up leadership skills along the way. Thank you to Mr Costa 
for organising this worthwhile event.

On Wednesday this week, the Marine and Snorkelling 
Interest Elective visited the Irukandji Shark and Ray Centre 
at Bob’s Farm. I’m so proud of the students who listened 
and participated so well – especially those who were quite 
nervous to get in the water!

Mr Glen Urane 
Head of Middle School

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of senior school
“If you go back a few hundred years, what we take for granted 
today would seem like magic – being able to talk to people over 
long distances, to transmit images, flying, accessing vast amounts 
of data like an oracle. These are all things that would have been 
considered magic a few hundred years ago.”  (Elon Musk).

It is difficult to predict what the future will hold in the world 
of education, work and life but we can look at current trends 
and work to prepare our students for life beyond school. 
This seems particularly poignant for Year 10 as they begin the 
process of selecting subjects for the HSC that they will sit in 
2020. 

To assist in their search Year 10 have engaged in a variety of 
learning experiences including:

• Careers testing and attendance at the Newcastle and 
Lake Macquarie Career Expo.

• Participating in the 2020 Sharpening Your Vision day last 
Thursday. Students explored how to utilise OneDrive 
to organise their learning and work collaboratively and 
completed some of the All My Own Work modules, a 
mandatory online course run by NESA. In the afternoon 
students were given the challenge of creating a short film 
about the life of a Year 10 student within a particular 
film genre such as chick flick or documentary in under 
two hours. The film challenge was designed to expose 
our students to the 21st century skills of collaboration, 
critical thinking, creativity and communication. The films 
that they created were thought provoking, clever and 
funny. The winning film, the thriller “the Broken rule” 
won their team a pizza lunch.

Year 11 have also been busy. 
Last week, the Year 11 Music 
students performed for 
residents at Uniting Care 
Salamander Nursing Home. The 
residents were very grateful for 
the students who spent some 
time meeting them, and for the 
entertainment they provided. 
Students performed on various 
instruments, presenting solo and small ensemble items. It was 
a wonderful opportunity to serve the local community, as 
well as improve their performance skills - a very rewarding 
experience for all.

Mrs Tiina Hufton 
Head of Senior School
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