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 and it begins!

As you have driven to our College over recent weeks, you will have noticed some earth moving equipment and 
fencing erected in the car park.  I am delighted to be able to share with the St Philip’s community that we have 
officially commenced our next season of construction.  Over the coming 12–18 months, there will be significant 
works happening (over $10 million to be exact!) which will see a new three-story Senior School precinct, a 178-space 
car park and bus turning circle, as well as a power upgrade to support the new facilities.  Whilst we are attempting 
to keep the disruptions to a minimum, we do ask for your understanding through this period as congestion will 
no doubt increase. This is a very exciting time for the College and we will have tremendous facilities when it is 
completed.  I will attempt to keep you updated on our progress via our college Facebook page.

Founders Day Fair,  Art Show and Raffle Results 

Our Annual Founders Day Fair proved to be a terrific celebration with many taking the opportunity to visit our 
College as the gates were opened to the broader community.  I am very mindful that these days don’t just happen.  
Thank you to the team of parents and colleagues who worked tirelessly for the benefit of us all. 

I would also like to make a special mention of our key sponsors for the day: Saltmine Fish and Chips and Maitland 
and Port Stephens Toyota. Their generosity was greatly appreciated.  We are also very grateful for those that 
contributed to our raffle: Telstra Shop Salamander Bay, Beyond Ballooning, Ramada Resort Shoal Bay, 
Wellness Centre Port Stephens, Imagine Cruises,  Tomaree Aquatic Centre and Belgravia Leisure.  
The following people were the lucky winners of the major raffle draw; James Pitstock, Milan Youngmann, Jodie 
Manson, Vicki Languis and L. Carmichael.

Our Art Show provided a perfect opportunity to showcase the talents of our local artists.  As a part of this 
exhibition, some of our students submitted artwork into the Young Archie competition. The People’s Choice winners 
are: sienna Marriott from Middle School and Chelsea Morris-Barker from Senior School.

Dr Timothy Petterson 
Principal

FInAnCe neWS
Term TWO STATemenT OF AccOunTS  hAve 

been emAileD AnD ADDeD TO PArenT 
lOunge FOr PAymenT by 15 mAy 2018. 
(Unless paying by an arranged payment plan) 

Enquiries?  financeps@spcc.nsw.edu.au, or ring 
mrs virginia hickson on 4919 5403.  

Please Note: Parents who pay by direct deposit 
should use their parent code on the statement as a 

reference. 
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Westpac rescue helicopter - become a volunteer

Nelson Bay Tennis Club - Coaching
Art Within - After School Art Classes
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S A LT M I N E
FISH & CHIPS  

Please read instructions 
with the book about 
payment and return any 
unwanted book  

Founders Day Fair 
Thank you to our sponsors for their  

generous support in 2018

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
14 May
hriS Secondary Opens 
Football

15 May
NAPLAN

16 May
NAPLAN

17 May
NAPLAN
Year 10 Careers Expo
mS cru group
Year 5 & 6 Parent/
Teacher Interviews

18 May
Newcastle Careers Expo 
Yr 10
SS cru group
hSc music Day excursion

21 May 22 May
hriS Secondary netball

23 May
Whole School Assembly

24 May
Word of Life Ministries 
Yrs 6 and up
mS cru group
Yr 7 & 8 Parent/Teacher 
Interviews

25 May
Word of Life Ministries Yrs 
6 and up
SS cru group
ES 1 and Stage 1 Assembly
Combined Youth Event - 
Kick Start
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Head of Middle School
Welcome back to another exciting term in Middle School. 
i’d like to start by mentioning the incredible vanuatu 
Mission trip that 20 of our Year Eight students attended 
during the recent school holidays. It was nothing short 
of extraordinary! During the trip, the students had the 
privilege of working at Lifechanger Christian College 
near Port vila. Some of the service opportunities included 
assisting the local students in their studies, cooking a BBQ 
for the entire school, mixing and pouring a concrete slab, 
unloading a shipping container and working stalls at a school 
fair. It was a great pleasure to be a part of the construction 
of a shelter to house a water well-drilling truck and its 
equipment which will provide clean water to the local 
villages. The funds raised by the Middle School through our 
out-of-uniform day and smoothie sales last term paid for 
the concrete, framework and roofing for the shelter. The 
group were also blessed to have fun at hideaway island, 
Rarru Rentapau Waterfall and a visit to Ekasup cultural 
village. The students represented the school brilliantly and 
I invite you to our Week Three Chapel where the group 
will be presenting information, photos and videos about 
the trip (Thursday 17 May, 8:45am in the Theatre).

mr glen urane 
Head of Middle School

Head of Junior School
Welcome back to Term Two.  I hope you had an enjoyable 
break. I’ve had many exciting recounts of adventurous 
holiday escapades from our mini-mites already.

As promised, i’ll use the first couple of newsletters this 
term to finish our series from becky mansfield’s blog.  
Based on research from a number of sources, including the 
American Journal of Preventative Medicine, here are 10 
things that we can do to help create strong children.

1. Ten Minutes a Day -  Did you know that the average 
parent spends less than 20 minutes a day playing 
with their kids? It’s a good thing we’re not average 
parents here at St Philip’s Christian College - but 
extraordinary ones.‘Try to reconnect daily with your 
kids.  have one-on-one time with each child for 10 
minutes a day.  nO electronics, nO iPads or tablet, 
nO television.  let your child be your guide. get 
back to what we did before phones (back to what 
our parents did when we were young), spending time 
playing with our kids.’ Becky Mansfield.

2. Let Them Be Bored - “Don’t always stress about 
providing something for your kids to do.  Boredom 
won’t kill them - it will actually make them stronger.” 
- American Journal of Preventive Medicine.  Just let them 
be bored and watch: 
• Watch your child’s mind become quiet and 

watch his/her interests take over.
• Watch as it leads him/her to create their own 

fun.
• Watch as his/her need for instant gratification 

fades away.
3. Teach them to do it for pride in themselves - 

The problem with bribing children to do something 
or telling them ‘I’ll get you …, if you do …’ is that 
they eventually grow up believing that they deserve 
some additional reward for simply doing what they 
are expected to do.   We don’t want children asking 
us ‘what’s in it for me?’ every time we need them to 
do a task that is part and parcel of belonging to a 
family or a simple task that helps makes life easier for 
those around them. 

I’m not saying that our families aren’t doing these, but after 
being in education for a few years now, I see this creeping 
in to our families more and more. not Our school families 
obviously, other ones, but these suggestions may be helpful.

Mr Brett Allen
Head of Junior School

Head of english
read More in May
In 2018, we will continue to focus 
on reading and literacy skills across 
the college.  May is National Family 
Reading Month, an initiative supported 
by Scholastic book publishers  
http://www.scholastic.com.au/nfrm

Reading role models and shared reading times are critical 
to a child’s learning and literacy development.  In fact, family 
reading time is one of the BEST ways to grow a child’s 
interest in the wonderful world of books.  Kids who read, 
succeed!  Aim to spend at least 10 minutes a day reading 
aloud with them.  Research clearly demonstrates that this 
is the best way to help your child succeed in school.
• Set aside reading time – eg., before bed or after 

dinner; as long as it is regular and suitable for your 
family.

• Pick a reading place – when everyone is comfortable, 
it is easier to read together.

• visit your local library – investigate the amazing free 
resources that are available.

• Fill your home with reading materials – novels, 
biographies, magazines, cookbooks, factual books; the 
more you surround your child with books, the more 
they will embrace reading. 

• get caught reading yourself – when your child sees 
you reading, they will be inspired to read as well.  You 
are the most important influence on your child’s 
attitude towards reading. 

WordFlyers Program
We have invested in an On-line program called WordFlyers.  
Students in Years Seven and Eight have individual accounts 
and are able to access WordFlyers at home as well as 
school.  It is highly engaging and offers scaffolded tutorials 
to encourage students with their reading, grammar, 
comprehension, punctuation and writing skills. Ask your 
child to show you their Wordflyers work.  homework to 
make use of this program is regularly assigned.  Talking with 
them about the activities in each unit, you will be able to 
actively engage with their learning. 

naplan – Don’t forget, these tests next Tuesday to 
Friday – years Five, Seven and nine bring ear/headphones 
and your charged computer!  Year Three will use the 
school computers.

mr Simon Day 
Head of English

Leaders in Whole of Life EducationLeaders in Whole of Life Education

Head of Senior School
Welcome back to Term Two which is the time of mid-year 
examinations for Stage Five, blazers, ties and cooler weather. 
Inspired by the achievements of our young people last term, 
our theme this term in Senior School is “Challenge”. The 
idea of striving to achieve goals, exploring new challenges, 
overcoming difficulties and pushing through obstacles. 

Leading psychologists such as Angela Duckworth believe 
that it is important for young people to face challenges, for 
it is through facing challenges that students develop resilience 
or as she calls it, grit, which then leads to both academic and 
personal achievement. gritty students are the ones who 
pursue their passions and continue to do so even when it gets 
difficult and they may feel like giving up. The great thing is that 
Duckworth believes that grit is a muscle that can be developed. 
This term we hope to inspire students to challenge themselves 
and persevere, as Dr Petterson said in the last newsletter “We 
do not apologise for the challenges and expectations we have 
for our students, as we believe they are integral to helping 
them realise their god-given potential”.
“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of 
love and of self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7

The last few weeks we have seen the departure of a number of 
students as they pursue their passions. Joel Schneeberger, 
Jack Gair, ed Begley and Angus Crockett in Year 11 and 
David newman in Year 12 have been successful in achieving 
places in the hunter region 2018 STemship program to 
pursue a career in Engineering. Matthew wright in Year 12 
is entering the Australian Army to follow his dream of working 
in aviation. It is encouraging to see these young people step 
into the world bravely facing new challenges and we wish them 
every success in their new endeavours. 

girls who wish to take up the challenge of a career in 
engineering can experience a day at the university of Sydney 
in the next holidays. It is open to girls in Years 8 -10. For details  
please follow this link:  https://bit.ly/2rwSDvj 

mrs Tiina hufton 
Head of Senior School

http://www.scholastic.com.au/nfrm
https://bit.ly/2rwSDVj%20

