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Work is good

Ê God worked

Ê Genesis 1

Ê Made in the image of a God who works

Ê Work is the first command we have from God

Ê Genesis 2:15

Ê Work is connected with worship



Working is cursed

ÊGenesis 3:17–19

Ê “by the sweat of your brow”

ÊThistles and thorns

ÊWork is less productive



Work can be redeemed

ÊEmphasise what is good

ÊHold back the curse

ÊRomans 8:20–22





Colossians 1

15 The Son (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 
him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross.



Colossians 1

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behaviour. 22 But now he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to 
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation – 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, 
and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is 
the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to 
every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become 
a servant.



Colossians 1

ÊWhat is held together in Jesus?

ÊWhat is reconciled in Jesus?

ÊWhat is the Gospel?





1. See your work as an act of worship

ÊGo to workship

Ê James K A Smith, Imagining the Kingdom

ÊGo out, into the world, actors in God’s play of 
redemption



2. Do kingdom transformation at work

Ê Ephesians 2:10:
You are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus, to do 
good works which God prepared in advance for you to do.

Ê Listen

Ê Look

Ê Ask

Ê Act



Seven ideas

1. Pray more

2. Be hospitable

3. Promote truth

4. Make your workplace 
more beautiful

5. Show compassion

6. Change the cultural 
atmosphere

7. Do excellent work



3. See your work as spiritual formation

Ê Join in with the work God is doing

Ê Grow the fruit of the Spirit

Ê Have renewed vocational imagination, John van Sloten in 
Every Job a Parable

Ê Expect God to use your unique set of gifts, skills, 
experiences, passions and concerns?

Ê Expect God to work through you in your ordinary work?



Closing prayer

Like Anna who waited to greet the Christ child

Show us where you are at work in the world

Like Bezalel who was anointed as an artist in the Temple

Equip us with skills to glorify you

Like Samuel who was moved by the sound of your voice

Help us to respond to your call on our lives



Like Daniel who refused to eat tainted food

Give us courage to be faithful to you in our world

Like Lydia a God worshipper as well as a businesswoman

Help us to put you first in our lives

Like Jesus, your son, our teacher and example

Help us to worship you in all that we do

AMEN


