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TRUTH & GLORY

INTRODUCTION
Over the coming weeks, we will be exploring the final stories in John’s Gospel,
especially focusing on the last meal that Jesus shared with his friends. John’s
Gospel is a rich account of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, continuously
pointing to the truth and glory of who Jesus is. The entire narrative of John is
positioned around one question: Do you believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God? Why? So that we may have life in his name (cf. John 20:31)!
As you read John, it’s important to note that it can be roughly split into two
‘halves’, along with a beginning and an ending. Whilst we will be concentrating
on the second ‘half’, sometimes referred to the ‘upper room discourse’, the first
half focuses on the ministry of Jesus particularly through seven ‘signs’ that point
to the true identity of Jesus. These signs culminate in the resurrection of Lazarus
(John 11), foreshadowing not only Jesus’ complete resurrection, but resurrection
for all who trust in Jesus as Lord. In the upper room (John 13-17), Jesus lovingly
unpacks his identity with his friends, not only making his identity clear, promising
the gift of the Holy Spirit, but also indicating the necessity of the cross. We are to
be left without a doubt that life is only found in him, and made possible through
him, because he is the crucified and resurrected Messiah.

How to Use this Study Guide
This study guide is intended to be used every single day during Lent. It’s not
necessary to be a member of a Small Group, but if you are, I’m sure you will get
even more out of the readings, reflections, and questions.
Monday to Saturday: Each day there is a Bible reading (from John) along with
a brief reflection and some questions to ponder. A short prayer is provided to
help guide you to prayerfully oﬀer up everything that you’ve been studying
that day. If you have any other questions that you would love to ask the
author of the daily reflection, then we would love to hear from you. You can
identify the author for the day by the initials at the end of each daily reflection
as either AL (Adam Lowe adam@stbarts.com.au) or DB (David Browne
david@stbarts.com.au).
Family Devotionals: Each week we’ve provided a brief family devotion. If
possible, it would be great to connect with another person (whether or not
they live with you or are your ‘family’) and complete this. The Bible reading
has not been printed for these days and there is an activity (especially
designed for children) to do together as well. If you would like any assistance
with these, please contact Bettrys Lowe (bettrys@stbarts.com.au).
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Sundays: Sundays are not traditionally part of Lent – they are feast days on
which we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Each Sunday you are
encouraged to connect with your local church and reflect upon a key point
from the studies that week in light of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and return.
We've provided a few reflection points for your consideration.
Our hope and prayer is that this study will be of immense blessing to you,
helping you to grow in your relationship with God, the truth and glory of Jesus,
and the centrality of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Most of all we pray that each
and every one of us can respond to the truth of who Jesus is, with an emphatic,
“My Lord and my God!".
Adam Lowe
St Bart’s Toowoomba

Additional Resources
If you would like to access other helpful resources relating to this series and
guide, please visit: www.stbarts.com.au/truthandglory)
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WEEK 1: TRUE DISCIPLES
JOHN 13
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DAY 1: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
READ John 13:1-11

Reflection: Washed Clean by the Master
The time for Jesus’ glorification had arrived! However, no one - except Jesus had anticipated that his true glory would be shown through the events
surrounding the cross and all that followed. Throughout John’s Gospel, the
‘hour’ is a recurring symbolic reference pointing to Jesus’ hour of glorification
through his death, resurrection, and ascension (cf. John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20). But now,
as Jesus shares this meal with his friends, he has the sobering presence of mind
that the long-awaited hour has come. This is the moment. There was no turning
back. Jesus is committed to his saving cause that would come at great cost.
Jesus loves his disciples and he knows that whatever he shares with them
during this meal will help them make sense of the events that will unfold and
their mission that will follow. Jesus' first way of explaining the meaning of his
death is through a surprising act of service. He gets up from the table, wraps a
towel around his waist, and then proceeds to wash his disciples’ feet. Foot
washing was an act of hospitality oﬀered to guests after a long journey. Typically,
it would have been the servants of a household who would have performed
such an act, yet shockingly, Jesus combines the role of both host and servant
and washes their feet. It’s an extraordinary act of humility, but it’s also so much
more! For in this, Jesus points to his ultimate act of service on the cross, through
which our sin is washed away. Peter struggles to make sense of it all. It seems
inappropriate that his Master would become his servant. Yet as Jesus makes
clear, that it is only by him becoming our servant that we can be saved. To reject
Jesus’ oﬀer is to reject his sacrifice; to accept Jesus’ oﬀer is to be saved. AL

Questions
1. What does Jesus’ extraordinary act of service show us about his love for the
disciples and his profound humility?
2. Why can’t we possibly wash ourselves free of sin? Why is it essential that we
accept Jesus’ costly act of service on the cross?

Prayer
Gracious God, we thank you for your phenomenal love and willingness to serve
us through you Son, in order that we would be saved. Please help us to daily
receive your sacrifice, rejoice in love, and turn our lives to you. Amen.
4
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DAY 2: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15
READ John 13:12-17

Reflection: Servant Not Greater than their Master
Having now finished washing his disciples’ feet, Jesus now returns to the table
to explain that this act not only foreshadows the meaning of his death, but also
how they should treat each other. Namely, that they should love each other!
Jesus’ point is that if the Master has washed his servant’s feet, then how much
more should they also serve one another. Jesus, of course, does not just mean
that they should wash one another’s feet, but that his act of loving service
should serve as an example. That is, the way that the disciples should treat each
other - and therefore the way we should treat one another - is through loving
service. If God is willing to serve us, even at great cost, than how much more
should we willing to follow in his example and serve those whom God places
around us! This of course is not just because it is ‘nice’, but because whenever
we serve, it points back to the generous service of our Saviour on the cross.
As I think about this passage, and the extraordinary example of Jesus, I’m
constantly full of thanks for my fellow brothers and sisters who follow Jesus in
serving in some remarkable ways. Every time I see someone - or are the
recipient of someone’s service (even the simplest of acts) - my heart and mind is
pointed back to God with thanks! I’m constantly inspired by the way in which
people serve so generously, because it’s clear that they understand that God
first loved them! As we seek to follow Jesus, we are called to serve our Master
by serving those around us. That we would never think that we are ‘too good’ or
‘too important’ to do something, but that we would revel in the opportunity to
demonstrate God’s love, and in doing so, serve the true King who did not even
consider the cross to be too low for himself. AL

Questions
1. How have you experienced God-inspired service by other people?
2. What are the ways in which God has called you to serve him by serving those
whom he has placed in your life? Whom can you serve today?

Prayer
Loving God, thank you for your extraordinary love that knew no limits, not even
the cross. Please move us to serve those around us with a generosity that is
inspired by the love of Christ. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
5
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DAY 3: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16
READ John 13:18-30

Reflection: The Master Betrayed
From time-to-time, as people reflect on Judas’ actions, I’ve heard many try to
make excuses for him. Some suggest that Judas was actually helping Jesus fulfil
his vocation - that somehow the “end justifies the means”. After all, if the cross
was necessary, wasn’t Judas just helping Jesus get to the cross for us? Wasn’t
Judas actually helping us all be saved? But let’s be crystal clear, just as John
does earlier, that Judas’ act of betrayal was an act of evil driven by the enemy
who sought not salvation of the world, but the destruction of God. Yet, whilst the
enemy thought that Jesus’ destruction would mean a victory for evil, God would
use it to win a victory over evil!
As Jesus predicts this imminent betrayal, it leaves the disciples scrambling to
know who it would be! You can imagine the whispers and the raised eyebrows
around the table as they tried to figure out who the betrayer would be. But the
darkness in Judas’ heart was so concealed, that no one - not even his closest
companions who lived and travelled with him - had any idea (they’re “at a loss”) but Jesus knew. And so in dramatic fashion, dips the bread, hands it to Judas,
and the rest is history. Even then, the disciples assumed that Jesus was just
sending Judas out on an errand. But tragically, whilst Judas is indeed serving a
Master, it is no longer the Lord. Yet sadly, Judas’ desire to be rid of God is not a
motive unique to him. Every human heart, in one way or another, has at some
stage sought to usurp God’s authority and in doing so, remove God from our
lives. But just as the enemy’s plans to thwart Jesus’ would backfire here, so does
every human plan to eradicate God. Praise God, that he is not only victorious,
but that it is through his victory on the cross that we find a way back to him! AL

Questions
1. Why do you think it was possible for Judas to betray his Master?
2. Do you think it is ever possible for us to betray God and serve a master other
than him? How can we guard our hearts and seek to serve the Lord alone?

Prayer
Almighty God, guard our hearts in the power of your Spirit against the
temptations of the evil one. Please help us not to reject you from our lives, or
seek to destroy your existence, but instead to embrace you as Lord. Amen.
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DAY 4: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17
READ John 13:31-38

Reflection: Love and Glory
As Jesus continues speaking to the disciples, he now makes two key points: (a)
that his glory and God’s glory are inextricably linked (because he is God!), and
(b) that the disciples cannot follow where he is going, but they should love
another. Today, we’ll focus on the first of those two points.
Our first reading, verses 31 and 32 can seem quite confusing. But Jesus is not
making circular arguments! Jesus is revealing his identity as God, but also that
his sacrifice on the cross will be an act of glory. How so? Because it is through
this ultimate act of service that the power of sin and death will be defeated. But
whilst that is clear to us (we have the benefit of knowing the entire story), for the
disciples it was confusing. That despite, giving the disciples many clear
indicators of his imminent death, the disciples remain completely puzzled! And
that is understandable because how could anyone anticipate that Jesus’ death
would actually be a glorious victory?! To the disciples, his death - at first - would
seem like a complete disaster. But in time, as they witnessed the resurrection,
they would come to recognise it as victory. But that’s rushing ahead. In the
meantime, as Jesus warns of his departure, Peter commits to following Jesus
and even being willing to lay down his life for him. But as Jesus foreshadows
Peter’s denial, he also highlights the reality that only one could truly walk the
path and die the death needed for salvation. Just as Jesus has revealed his true
identity of God, we see the necessity that it would need to be God himself who
would pay the price for our sin. It’s this loving act - and this alone - that forms the
basis for us to love in the way that Jesus commanded.
Our world has all sorts of images for glory, but there is no greater glory than this:
Jesus crucified on the cross for the salvation of the entire world. AL

Questions
1. How is it sometimes possible for us to deny Jesus with our lives or words?
2. In what way does our love for one another show that we are Jesus’ disciples?

Prayer
Loving Lord, we thank you for your ultimate sacrifice for us. Please help us, as
we’re inspired by your love, to love one another and follow you. Amen.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
This Sunday the sermon will focus on the topic of “True Disciples” as we look
more closely at John 13.
You can listen to the sermon, access small group questions, and explore other
related resources for each week (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au). These are
typically available by early afternoon each Sunday.

Questions
1. Why do you think Jesus goes to such an extent to prepare the disciples for
his imminent death?

2. What do we learn from this chapter about the true shape of discipleship?
(Think about both what Jesus said and did, in contrast with what Judas did.)

3. How can you demonstrate God’s love more to your brothers and sisters in
Christ as service to our ultimate Master?
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WEEK 2: TRUE HEAVEN
JOHN 14:1-14
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WEEK 2 FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
READ John 14:1-14
Jesus answered: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” John 14:6

REFLECTION, QUESTIONS, & PRAYER
These verses of John’s Gospel have Jesus revealing to his disciples, the true
identity of not only himself, but of the Father. In the chapters prior (John 12-13),
Jesus has tried to prepare the disciples for his departure. He now promises
them a place (with him) in God’s kingdom. There is only one thing required of
them – to trust in him and only him. Such trust is developed when we know who
God is and how much he loves us. Jesus tells us that God is our Heavenly
Father. He is the way, the truth, and the life. Knowing Jesus and being in
relationship with him, means knowing God. How wonderful to have the
opportunity to be intimately loved and cared for by the very one who created us!
1. Jesus promises us a place in God’s Kingdom. What do we need to do to
accept this oﬀer?
2. What do you think Jesus meant when he said ‘I am the way and the truth and
the life’?
3. How can we really know God? What things can you do this week to know him
better?
PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for sending your Son into the world to save us.
Thank you that through Him, you reveal yourself to us. Thank you that you alone
oﬀer us truth and life. May we come to understand this more everyday and
accept the promises you so generously provide. Amen.

ACTIVITY & QUESTIONS
Take all of the materials out of the Week 2 Family Activity bag. Following the
instructions included, peel the paper oﬀ the back of the foam shapes stick them
to the black background to create a Traﬃc Light. Attach the string at the top and
hang either on a door or a hook where everyone in the family can be reminded
of the message that there is only one way – and that we must STOP and listen
to God (red), SLOW down and make time for God (orange), and GO God’s way
everyday (green).
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DAY 5: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19
READ John 1:1-18

Reflection: Jesus, The Word
In the beginning… where have you heard those opening lines before? Genesis 1
and John 1 both ‘begin’ (pardon the pun) in the same way. By beginning the
book like this, the Gospel of John points us back, before Jesus was born into
the world to the very beginning of all things when “the word was with God, and
the word was God”. In doing this John 1 recognises that the Word was with God
at the beginning (there was never a time when Jesus did not exist) and that the
Word was and always is God.
It’s a mind bending passage and author of John is trying to do an amazing act of
mental gymnastics. He is taking a Hebrew idea and a Greek idea and
demonstrating how these ideas all find their fulfilment in Jesus. The Hebrew
word for WORD is: ‘davar’. In Genesis 1 God creates by speaking and by his
words the earth and all life on it come into existence. The greek word for WORD
is ‘logos’ but in the minds and hearts of the people the ‘logos’ described the
overarching meaning and wisdom behind the universe. The logos concept is
found in Greek, Indian, Egyptian, and Persian writings. John here is bending not
only Hebrew but all mindsets to an understanding that Jesus - the word become
flesh - is at the centre of God’s purpose for the universe. The beginning of
John’s gospel is clear from the start that everything finds it’s start and finish and
meaning in Jesus. John 1 is all about God inviting all people everywhere to find
their purpose and meaning in Jesus Christ. He is the author of life and he is the
light of the world spreading meaning and purpose and giving life to all the world;
today and everyday! DB

Questions
1. Which words stand out to you most in John 1:1-18?
2. What does it mean to you that Jesus is the Word of God?
3. How does Jesus’ life bring purpose into your life?

Prayer
Lord Jesus, Eternal Word, and light for all people. Thank you that you were in the
beginning and by you all things have been created. Help us to love you, trust
you, and obey you, and to look to you for purpose and meaning in every day.
Amen.
11

TRUTH & GLORY

DAY 6: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20
READ John 14:1-4

Reflection: There are Many Rooms
Whenever we say goodbye to a loved-one, especially if they are going away or
travelling overseas for some time, there is often a sadness caused by
separation. As Jesus shares the news of his departure, and perhaps as he
senses the disciples beginning to understand the gravity of what he is revealing,
he now sees - or at least anticipates - a coming grief as they will be separated.
Indeed, in the events that would follow in Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion, the
disciples would be depressed and scattered. Not only would they be separated
from their Master, but they will witness his death and and feel like their cause in
following him was completely defeated.
But what Jesus now tells them is extraordinary! Not only will their parting be
temporary (he is coming back!), but he has secured their future together. These
verses are often read at funerals, as an amazing reminder that through Jesus,
we are secured a place with God. We need not be concerned if there is enough
room - Jesus guarantees (through himself!) that there is plenty of room with him
in his Father’s house. Jesus is of course the way to that place - more on that
tomorrow - but note that he calls us to put our trust in him, just as we believe in
God. Just as Jesus spoke of the link between God and himself in glory, he now
tells them that belief in him and God are not only the same thing, but it is
through belief in him that we can know God forever! It’s through Jesus, and
Jesus alone, that we are secured a place with God, in relationship with God,
forever. Jesus did not abandon the disciples, nor has he abandoned us. But
through the cross he has opened a way for eternal life with him. Praise God! AL

Questions
1. How would Jesus’ words bring comfort to the disciples in due time? How can
they bring comfort to us?
2. What does it mean to know that Jesus has secured a place with him, through
his death and resurrection, forever?

Prayer
Gracious God, we thank you for your abundant grace and your desire to be in
relationship with us forever. Thank you that you have made this possible through
your incredible sacrifice. Please help us to grow into this reality. Amen.
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DAY 7: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
READ John 14:1-7

Reflection: The Way, The Truth, and The Life
When something is very familiar to us, we’re sometimes in danger of taking it for
granted. Case-in-point are these verses from John 14. Jesus, having just assured
the disciples that they have a place with God through him, now speaks with
crystal-clear clarity that he is not only the way to God, but that all truth and life is
to be found in him! Sometimes we’re so familiar with these words that they can
just bounce right oﬀ us, but make no mistake, this is an extraordinary and
remarkable claim by Jesus.
As Jesus had been forewarning the disciples of his imminent departure, Peter is
still thinking in geographic terms. Peter is wondering in which direction he needs
to go in order to follow Jesus and be with God forever. Further than that, Jesus
is saying that there is no other way to God, except through him. As we seek
relationship with God, it is so amazing that we need not try to earn salvation on
our own, or lack confidence in how we can have relationship with God, but with
Jesus we can be absolutely certain of salvation through his death and
resurrection. We don’t need to understand everything - we simply need to know
Jesus. Why? Because Jesus is the way to God, all truth is to found in him, and
there is no other source of everlasting life except through him! As you go about
your day, give thanks to God that not only does he desire to know us and be in
relationship with us, but that he has done everything necessary in the Lord
Jesus to make that happen! AL

Questions
1. Can you remember the first time that you heard this passage? What was your
reaction to it then?
2. What does Jesus mean by calling himself “the Way”?
3. What does it look like in your life to follow Jesus as your way?

Prayer
Loving God, we thank you that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. Please
help us to follow him and trust in him with our entire lives. May we never take
this truth for granted, but instead grow in wonder and thanks for you calling us
into relationship with you. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY 8: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22
READ John 14:8-11

Reflection: The Father and Jesus
After all that Jesus has said, the disciples are still struggling to understand what
he is saying! It’s easy to think that the disciples are simply slow in learning, but
we need to appreciate that what Jesus was saying would have required a
complete reframing of their expectations and understanding of God. The
disciples now desire some evidence to truly believe the claims. Hence as Philip
now speaks to Jesus, asking him to show them the Father. But Jesus’ response
is straight forward: if you have seen me, you have seen the Father.
Do you see the implication here? That if you desire to see God, if you desire to
know God, then all you need to do is look to Jesus. So often as people have
questions about God, I see people try to prove the existence and relevance of
God in all sorts of ways. However, the best way is not necessarily to try and
‘prove a point’, but simply point to Jesus. The more that we can encourage
people to look to who Jesus is, the substance of his claims, the proof of all he
said and did, then the more that we can be confident that they will see God and
have the opportunity to know God. When people have questions about God, I
always love saying, ‘let’s start with Jesus’. In the coming days, what are the
opportunities for you to point people to Jesus? As people ask you questions,
how can you point them more to Jesus and less to theories or arguments? What
can you show them about Jesus that would cause them to want to know more?
AL

Questions
1. How do you think God desires to use you in the world for his glory?
2. What has helped you most in life to understand the truth of who Jesus is?
Spend some time giving thanks to God for this.
3. How can we look more to Jesus - and point people more to Jesus - in order
to see God more clearly?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for revealing yourself to us through your Son. Please
help us to know you better by looking and pointing to Jesus. Amen.
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DAY 9: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23
READ John 14:12

Reflection: Greater Works?
Today we’re taking some time to zoom in on verse 12 because what Jesus says
is quite surprising! “Whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing,
and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the
Father”. Throughout his life and ministry, Jesus performed countless miracles,
demonstrating authority over evil, suﬀering, illness, and even death. Some have
taken Jesus’ words to mean that all who follow Jesus will do more ‘impressive’
miracles than he. Given that Jesus demonstrated authority across every
dimension in our world, Jesus cannot possibly mean that his followers will enact
miracles with more dramatic eﬀect.
There is no doubt that as believers pray, that God still does act in miraculous
ways according to his will and for his purposes (when Jesus says, ‘whatever they
[i.e., the disciples] ask’, it must be in accordance with what God desires). But
what Jesus means here is quite distinct. What Jesus means is that because his
time on earth was limited, that it would be his disciples that have a broader
reach into the world in the proclamation of the Gospel. This proclamation would
take many forms, but would always be reliant on God’s authority and according
to his purposes. Therefore, in ways that are diﬃcult to fathom, in God’s kindness
and mercy, he involves us - often in surprising and powerful ways - in his mission
in the world. Take some time today to think about the amazing ways in which
you have seen God at work in our world and in your life. AL

Questions
1. How have you seen God’s power at work in you and in the world?
2. In what way have you seen God’s mission advancing in the world through his
power?

Prayer
Loving Lord, thank you that you are the God of mission! Thank you for involving
us in your mission to the world. Please help us to grow our confidence in you
and constantly seek your will above our own. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY 10: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24
READ John 14:12-14

Reflection: In Jesus’ Name
Today, we once again spend some time looking at verse 12 along with the
verses that immediately follow. Some have taken verse 13 to mean that if we ask
for anything - at all - in Jesus’ name, then God will do it. But it’s important to note
that whilst God has infinite power, and is of course capable of anything, God will
never act outside of his will or purposes for the world. The key to understanding
this verse, is the second part of verse 13: so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. This means that whatever we ask must be consistent with God’s will
because the goal is for God to be glorified. God isn’t our ‘genie in a bottle’,
granting wishes to meet our desires and make us happy! Our God is the
Almighty Lord who desires to call people back into relationship through his Son.
Thus, our prayer should also be shaped by the same desire: that God would be
glorified and that many may come to trust in Jesus as Lord.
This means that as we pray, we do so with an incredible confidence that God is
able to do more than we ask or imagine, but also with a desire to pray according
to God’s will. That means that as we come before God dependently on his
power and not our own, we must constantly be laying down our will and seeking
out God’s. AL

Questions
1. How can we pray with confidence but also constantly seeking out God’s will?
2. What is the diﬀerence between telling God what to do and praying boldly?
3. How can you best be praying for God’s mission in the world?

Prayer
Almighty Lord, we thank you for your incredible power at work in the world,
drawing people back to yourself through your Son. Please help us to pray in
accordance of your will, boldly and with confidence, so that you will be glorified
in your Son. Amen.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
This Sunday the sermon will focus on the topic of “True Heaven” as we look
more closely at John 14:1-14.
You can listen to the sermon, access small group questions, and explore other
related resources for each week (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au). These are
typically available by early afternoon each Sunday.

Questions
1. What does it look like to believe in Jesus?

2. When we trust in Jesus as Lord, what diﬀerence does it make to know that
our future with God is secure?

3. Does your prayer life reflect a bold confidence in God’s power along with
deep desire for his will above your own?
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WEEK 3: TRUE SPIRIT
JOHN 14:15-31
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WEEK 3 FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
READ John 14:15-31
“I leave my peace with you. I give my peace to you. I do not give it to you as the
world does. Do not let your hearts be troubled. And do not be afraid.” John 14:27

REFLECTION, QUESTIONS, & PRAYER
Within this passage, Jesus reminds his followers to not worry. He tells them that
they will not be orphaned, that a friend is coming to help, and that he oﬀers his
peace to be with them. The great news is that this promise is just as true for us
today as it was to the disciples thousands of years ago! All Jesus asks is that we
be obedient and trusting. Obedience to Christ is a sign of our love for him, and
following his commands is one way we can not only reflect that love but also be
a witness to others as well.
1. Even though Jesus died, rose, and ascended into Heaven, he is always with
us. How would you explain this to a friend who has trouble understanding?
2. How can you be obedient to God?
3. Tell of a time when you were quite worried about something but then you
experienced an overwhelming sense of peace about the situation.
PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, We give you great thanks for your reassuring words
and peace. Thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to comfort and help us in all
things. May we not be anxious about anything, but learn to lean into your word
and trust its truth everyday. Amen.

ACTIVITY
Within the Week 3 Family Activity pack, you will find several copies of this
week’s key verse that have been designed as a meditative colouring activity.
You may wish to work on doing one together as a family, or one each! Use the
pencils provided to colour in the artwork, reflecting together about times when
you have worried about things and when you have experienced God’s peace.
As you colour, think about each word and ask God to help you experience the
peace that He oﬀers. Display your finished pictures where you can see them
and be reminded of this promise.
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DAY 11: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26
READ John 6:25-51

Reflection: Jesus, The Bread of Life
‘Let them eat cake!’ Is a saying often attributed to Queen Marie Antoinette.
Legend has it that the heartless Queen said these words upon learning that the
peasants in her land had no bread to eat. In her palace surrounded by rich food
and immense wealth the Queen was so far removed from her people that she
couldn’t understand why their lack of bread was such a problem.
Twenty-First Century people often have a similar problem as they try to grasp
the significance of Jesus words: ‘I am the bread of life’. Jesus says these words
to a crowd who were following him around lake Galilee. Jesus had just fed
thousands with bread and fish that he miraculously multiplied and is now
pointing out to them that they are only following him because they want to see
more party tricks and eat more free bread! For people today, we may think of
Jesus as some sort of amazing teacher who ‘tricked’ simple people by pulling
bread out of nowhere. But Jesus didn’t see his mass feedings as ‘attention
grabs’ but as signs pointing to his mission and purpose in the world (v.26)!
Jesus’ banter with the crowds help them recall a time in their people’s history
when God miraculously provided food. After God rescued his people from
slavery in Egypt, they soon found themselves bread-less in the desert but God
provided ‘manna’ from heaven each day. Unlike Marie Antoinette, God cares for
his people and will save us when we call to him. So today in looking to Jesus as
the bread of life, don’t think of him as some kind of magician, but as the true
sustenance for life who saves us from spiritual starvation. Jesus is the bread of
life, providing for our basic needs and fulfilling our deepest longings. DB

Questions
1. What are you hungry for in life?
2. How could seeing Jesus as the ‘bread of life’ influence the way you look at
the things you are hungry for in life?

Prayer
Loving heavenly Father, thank you that you graciously give me my daily bread.
Jesus help me to rely on you for all I need but also to look to you for happiness,
inspiration, and fulfilment. Amen!
20

TRUTH & GLORY

DAY 12: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
READ John 14:15-17

Reflection: The Advocate
In primary school I remember my teacher would regularly say something like,
“Peter, David doesn’t need an advocate”, to anyone who dared to defend
another when they were getting into trouble. We didn’t know what an advocate
was so this usually ended any discussion. I assumed an advocate was like a
lawyer or a solicitor and that because we were in an educational dictatorship
where my teacher’s word was final, any attempts to be an advocate were futile.
I’ve since learned that an advocate is one who publicly supports a person or
policy or is one who puts a case forward on another’s behalf. An advocate is
someone who champions your cause and is in your corner.
Imagine you were to receive news that the Prime Minister of Australia was
coming to stay a night at your house, regardless of your politics you would
probably try to clean up your house and behave diﬀerently in the lead up to the
big day. On the day you might prepare a nice meal or at least figure out how you
were going to host this very special guest. Imagine your surprise and
amazement if on that day the PM told you that he wanted to get to know you
and wanted to be your advocate! While this thought-experiment boggles my
mind, God has done something more significant than our hypothetical Prime
Ministerial visit. Jesus calls the Holy Spirit an advocate, who God is sending into
the world, who will be with disciples of Jesus forever. God wants to live in us and
inspire us to live for him. In a world where God seems even more distant to us
than our leaders, God has actually come to live inside us. All we need to do is
welcome the Holy Spirit into our lives and know intimacy with God. DB

Questions
1. What does it mean to know that the Holy Spirit is your advocate?
2. How could you convey the significance of this aspect of the Holy Spirit to
someone who is not a Christian?

Prayer
Holy Spirit, come breathe your life into me and dwell in me richly. Thank you
Father for sending your Holy Spirit to live in me. Please help me to understand
what a privilege and honour it is to come into your presence. Help me to live by
your Spirit, growing to become more like Jesus everyday. Amen
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DAY 13: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
READ John 14:18-20

Reflection: No Longer Orphans
Almost every night, an alarm rings in the home of Lee Jong-rak and his wife. It
signals that a baby has been dropped oﬀ in a drop box installed in the outer wall
of their home to provide a safe place for babies that would otherwise be left to
die on the streets. As a pastor of the Jusarang Community Church in Seoul,
South Korea, he knows all to well how much perfection is heralded. Since the
drop box oﬀers a place for leaving the babies anonymously, many of the babies
that Pastor Lee and his wife receive are physically or mentally handicapped.
Since 2009, more than 630 babies have been saved and many have been
adopted (cf. http://www.risenmagazine.com/pastor-lee-jong-rak/).
Pastor Lee’s drop box system has saved countless young lives, but it speaks
tomes about the God he worships. In John 14, Jesus tells his disciples that he
will not leave them as orphans but will send his Spirit to live in his disciples. He
does not sugar coat the reality that he is leaving them for a time but he points
them to the promise of a brighter and more wonderful reality that God has in
store. Like Pastor Lee, our God is in the adoptions business and grafts us into his
family by the power of the Holy Spirit. If you’ve ever felt abandoned, forgotten,
or lonely, remember that God adopts you by virtue of Christ’s righteousness and
through his Holy Spirit. God will never leave you or forsake you. This frees up
disciples of Jesus to reflect this aspect of God’s character, inviting and adopting
more people into God’s family. God will not leave us as orphans but welcomes
all people everywhere into a soul satisfying everlasting relationship with him.
How good is that! DB

Questions
1. Do you ever worry that God has forgotten you? What does this passage say?
2. How can you reflect God’s fatherly love to those around you?
3. Who can you extend God’s love to in your life?

Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank you that you did not leave your disciples as orphans but sent
the Holy Spirit to live inside us and adopt as your sons and daughters. Help us
to communicate your wonderful love to the world around us and invite our
neighbours to become part of your family too! Amen
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DAY 14: THURSDAY, MARCH 1
READ John 14:21-24

Reflection: Obedience and Love
In the novel “Harry Potter’ there is a character by the name of Dobby. Dobby is a
‘house-elf’ who is basically enslaved to the evil and cruel Malfoy family. Dobby is
a kind and virtuous little character but he must be obedient to his masters and
while he does his best to serve them he realises that their plans are evil and
must be stopped. The hero of the novels (spoiler alert: it’s Harry Potter)
befriends Dobby through his kindness and liberates him by tricking a member of
there Malfoy family into giving Dobby an item of clothing, instantly setting him
free! Needless to say Dobby is overwhelmed by Harry’s act of kindness and
pledges life-long obedience to him. While Dobby was bound to obey the
Malfoys by duty, he obeys Harry Potter out of love. He would begrudgingly do
his masters bidding, but he would do anything for his liberator.
While Dobby’s story is fictional, in reality God does something far more powerful
and glorious but deserving of the same kind of obedience, if not more! The
obedience that flows from love is way more powerful than the obedience that
comes from duty. Jesus says that anyone who loves him, loves God and will
keep his commands. Christians do not obey God out of forced servitude but we
do this out of our love for God and our gratitude for his saving work in our lives.
God has liberated us out of darkness and into his marvellous light, he has given
us a hope and a future and oﬀers us life as it was always meant to be. There is a
wonderful relationship between love and obedience. If we love God we will do
anything for him, worshipping him, serving him, and obeying him out of love. DB

Questions
1. Make and compare a list of people you love, and a list of people you obey.
2. Are there some of God’s commandments that you are failing to keep? What
could you do about this?
3. How can your love for God inform your obedience to God’s commandments?

Prayer
Loving Lord, thank you for all you have done in me and through me. Please help
me to love you more and be conscious of all you have done for me throughout
my week. Help me to study your commandments diligently and keep them out
of love for you. Amen!
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DAY 15: FRIDAY, MARCH 2
READ John 14:25-27

Reflection: The Spirit Brings Peace
When was a time you last felt at peace? Was it floating in a hot bath? Was it on a
massage table having all your knots ironed out? Was it when you were forgiven
for something that had been on your conscience for a long long time? Peace is
an elusive thing, you have it in one moment and the next moment it’s gone.
Peace is also something that is very hard to attain for yourself. In our world so
often we only get out what we put in and the solution to many of our problems is
to just work harder. But like sleeping, trying harder to sleep doesn’t really work.
We go across the world to hear from self-help gurus that promise peace, we
work hard to get that perfect house or that perfect holiday and hope that it will
provide us with peace, the peace we want so much. The harder we work the
less likely we seem to be able to find peace.
As Jesus farewells his disciples he promises them the PEACE (with a capital P).
Notice that the peace he promises is not a peace that is temporary but a peace
that is permanent. It’s also not a peace that has to be forged, or won, or earned,
it is a gracious gift from God. The source of this peace is the Holy Spirit (the
Advocate) who will teach us things about life and remind us of everything Jesus
taught. Jesus does not give a fleeting peace or a partial peace as the world so
often gives us, instead he gives us a peace that surpasses understanding. His
command ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid’ is something
Christians can take hold of and embody as we live for God every day. DB

Questions
1. Do you ever feel like peace is a temporary thing? How does God see peace?
2. Do you sometimes feel like peace is something you have to earn? How does
God see it?
3. How can you follow Jesus’ command to not be afraid? How can God calm
your fears?

Prayer
Dear Jesus, Prince of Peace, thank you so much for the peace you give us and
the peace we are left with. Help us to not let our hearts be troubled by the world
around us but to trust in you and look to you for all things. Amen!
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DAY 16: SATURDAY, MARCH 3
READ John 14:28-31

Reflection: Jesus’ Obedience
Jesus was very aware that his hour had come and that he was in his last hours
of life. He ate his last supper with his friends, washed their feet, and then shared
some last words of counsel and advice. His words are recorded for us in John
13-16 where Jesus reveals who he is, where he comes from and where he is
going. At this moment Jesus reveals that he is going to his Father and that his
Father is greater than he is. When Jesus says that his Father is greater than he
is, he is speaking of his obedience to his Father’s will. Christians believe that the
true God is one and at the same time God is three persons: God the Father,
Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit. All three persons are equal in value and all
three are fully God. When Jesus says that his Father is greater than he is, he is
talking about his submission to his Father’s will and how in becoming human he
submitted himself to human limitations and became obedient to death on the
cross (Philippians 2:6). To say that Jesus is not God or that he is of lesser value
than God the Father is to miss what he is saying entirely. When we willingly
submit to others out of love, we do not become less human and we are not
degrading ourselves. Instead we are choosing to obey another, love them and
trust them.
In the wilderness at the beginning of his life as a Rabbi, Satan tempts Jesus to
obey him. Here in John, Jesus speaks of how his obedience to his Father, will
plunder the prince of this world (Satan) of his power and reveal the love that
exists between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Jesus became obedient
to death on a cross in the most glorious act of submission, love and obedience
the world has ever seen, and it changed our world forever. DB

Questions
1. Do you feel like submission or obedience to another is degrading? How does
Jesus’ submission to the Father’s inform our understanding of obedience?
2. How could you communicate the Gospel in the way you obey others?

Prayer
Loving Father, thank you that out of love your Son became obedient to death on
a cross and humbled himself, elevating your will and purpose above human
desires. Help me to follow Jesus’ example and obey you above all else. Amen.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 4
This Sunday the sermon will focus on the topic of “True Spirit” as we look more
closely at John 14:15-31.
You can listen to the sermon, access small group questions, and explore other
related resources for each week (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au). These are
typically available by early afternoon each Sunday.

Questions
1. What is the relationship between obedience and love?

2. How is the Holy Spirit the Advocate in our lives? How have you known this to
be true?

3. What is the type of peace that Jesus makes possible to us? What does it
mean to not be troubled or afraid?
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WEEK 4: TRUE FRIENDSHIP
JOHN 15
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WEEK 4 FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
READ John 15:1-27
“I am the vine. You are the branches. If you remain joined to me, and I to you,
you will bear a lot of fruit.” John 15:5

REFLECTION, QUESTIONS, & PRAYER
Perhaps during the Carnival of Flowers last year your family had a chance to visit
one of our many parks or prize-winning gardens. Or perhaps you have a
vegetable patch or garden at your house you help look after. Either way, you
might appreciate that nice gardens don’t keep themselves beautiful! They need
looking after – with regular watering, fertilising, and pruning. If not, we end up
with a garden that is lifeless and dead or wild and out of control (most probably
with an abundance of weeds!). In today’s passage, Jesus uses the metaphor of a
vine to remind us that just like a garden, our spiritual lives need regular
maintenance. For us to grow, we must abide (or remain) with him. Staying close
to God means we will be able to do good things for his kingdom. The further
away from God that we are, the harder it is to be obedient to his plans.
1. Jesus describes himself as the vine and us as the branches. To grow we must
stay connected to the vine. What things can help you do this?
2. It’s lovely to grow a garden, but it will never grow to its full potential without a
gardener. What is a gardener’s job?
3. Jesus describes God as the gardener of our lives. How does God help to
‘prune’ and ‘water’ us to help us to grow in our relationship with him?
PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you that we have the opportunity to grow in our
relationship with you more every day. Help us to dedicate regular time and
energy into spending time reading your word, talking and listening to you, and
worshipping with others. Amen.

ACTIVITY
Take the poster out of the Week 4 Family Activity bag. Using the blu-tak
provided, stick this to the wall (at an appropriate height for the members of your
family). Taking turns, one person is blindfolded and spun around (x3). Guide the
blindfolded person towards the poster, where they must then try and pin (with
blu-tak) the grapes onto the vine. Repeat until all have had a turn and see who is
the closest!
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DAY 17: MONDAY, MARCH 5
READ John 8:12

Reflection: Jesus, The Light of the World
My favourite time of day is the dawn. I love being out early in the morning as the
cool air anticipates the rising of the sun. There is something so powerful in that
moment as the light pierces the horizon and dispels the darkness. It always fills
me with awe that it only takes one single ray of light to break the dark. This is
the image that comes to mind as Jesus declares that he is the light of the world.
With great thanks to God, that with the birth of Jesus, the sun has dawned ready
to defeat sin and death! Jesus enters the world to dispel the darkness of the
enemy and bring light to every human heart (cf. 1:4; 9:5; 12:46).
Note how encouraging and challenging this is. That whilst it is easy for us to
identify the hard and sad things in the world, that the darkness also extends to
every human heart. But the good news is that Jesus comes to shine a light into
our hearts as well! Everywhere Jesus went, preaching the Good News and
showing the shape of the Kingdom, he was demonstrating what it looked like for
the light of God’s Kingdom to be breaking into the world. However, in order for
the light to truly defeat the darkness, it would involve Jesus taking the weight of
all darkness on himself, in order that it could be defeated for good. As followers
of Jesus, we too are called to be the light of the world (cf. Mathew 5:14-16). Not
that we have any light on our own, but that we are to shine the light of Jesus
wherever we go. What a privilege to be torch-bearers for God! AL

Questions
1. Have you experienced the light of Christ dawning in your life?
2. Do you ever try to hide parts of your life from the light of Christ?
3. How do you shine Jesus’ light in the world?

Prayer
Gracious God, we thank you that you have brought light into the world by
sending your Son who would take all darkness on himself. We thank you that in
Jesus the light would not be overcome but the darkness would be defeated.
Please help us to shine your light into the world. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY 18: TUESDAY, MARCH 6
READ John 15:1-8

Reflection: The True Vine
Grapevines are a way of life in the Middle East. They produce vine-leaves for
cooking, raisins for journeys, grapes for eating, grape-juice for drinking, and of
course wine! Vines sustain life in the Middle East, without healthy and fruitful
vines everyone is in trouble. Jesus uses this familiar image to produce a
powerful metaphor for life. He is the vine, you and I are the branches and God
the Father is the gardener, pruning and taking care of the branches to bear fruit.
The virtues listed by Paul in Galatians oﬀer a helpful way of understanding what
fruit is: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23), the qualities of our lives that flow out of our
relationship with God. A gardener will prune back already fruitful vines to help
them bear more fruit in the future, but will completely cut oﬀ branches that do
not bear fruit at all, not only because they are unproductive but because they
can infect the rest of the vine. Without being connected to God we cannot be
fruitful and our lives are ultimately worthless. The fire Jesus is referring to here
could refer to the final judgement of all people and the fire of hell but it could
also refer to the refining fire that purifies and helps us to grow and thrive.
So often our goals in life are to be kind people, achieve lots, and live happy
lives. Jesus says we cannot do this without remaining in him. Remaining in Christ
means, (1) believing in God’s son, (2) receiving him as Saviour and Lord, (3) doing
what God says, (4) continuing to believe the Gospel, and, (5) relating in love to
our brothers and sisters in Christ and to our neighbours. Remain in the vine! DB

Questions
1. What parts of your life might need pruning and shaping?
2. How much a part of the vine (God’s church) do you feel you?
3. How can you be bearing more fruit for God’s glory this week?

Prayer
Great God in heaven, thank you for caring and tending to us as branches of the
living vine. Please nurture me, tend me and prune away parts of my life that do
not bear fruit to your glory and help me to honour you and look to you for life in
abundance everyday. Amen
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DAY 19: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7
READ John 15:9-14

Reflection: Sacrificial Love
What is the most enduring love you have ever come across? A story is told of a
young boy who heard his sister had kidney failure. His parents looked for
donors across the country but could not find a suitable adult donor for their
daughter’s rare blood type. Eventually the doctors pointed out to the parents
that their son was a match and would be a suitable kidney donor for his sister.
His parents were worried about their son but they decided that it was their
daughter’s only hope and that the risks to their son were minor. They sat their
son down and explained to him that he didn’t have to go through with the
procedure but, that donating a kidney to his sister would save her life. It would
hurt for a little while but afterwards he would feel nothing. The boy took a
moment to think about what his parents were asking him to do and eventually
grit his teeth and said: “I love my sister, I’ll do it”. There were tears in his eyes as
his parents hugged him.
The boy was wheeled into surgery and put to sleep under anaesthetic. The
transplant was a success and the sister’s life was saved but when the boy came
to, he opened his eyes and asked: “Am I in heaven?”. The boy hadn’t
understood what his parents were asking of him, he thought that by donating his
kidney he would die in the process. His grit teeth, tears and profession of love
were signs of how far he was willing to go to love his sister. This is the type of
love Jesus has for you. Jesus was willing to die that you might live. “Greater love
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:12–14) DB

Questions
1. What does Jesus’ sacrificial love mean for you?
2. Who, in your life, has shown you what love means through their actions?
3. How can you demonstrate your love for others in the way you live your life?

Prayer
Dear Jesus, thank you that you gave your life that I might live. Thank you that
you were willing to die for me. Help me the receive your love in it’s fullness and
keep it in the forefront of my mind and heart forevermore. Amen!
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DAY 20: THURSDAY, MARCH 8
READ John 15:15-17

Reflection: No Longer Servants
How phenomenal that the Lord of the Universe, who served the disciples at the
table, who created the world, who paid the price for sin, thinks of his disciples
not as his servants but as his friends! Jesus had shared so much with his
disciples and now, as he prepares to go to the cross and return to the Father, he
entrusts them with the most important mission. In the ancient world, students
normally chose their masters, but remarkably we read here that Jesus has
chosen us! Having being appointed by God, they are to go and bear fruit that
lasts. We can dedicate our lives to so many endeavours, but God invites all who
follow him to devote their lives in service of the King and his Kingdom.
That service will look diﬀerent for every single person. But the orientation of that
service will always be to God. Our desire, first and foremost, should be to make
the Gospel known in order that people may be made and matured as disciples.
That’s the fruit that lasts! Our fruit bowl at home regularly requires some
cleaning-out as fruit spoils, but the fruit that Jesus has appointed us to bear will
never spoil or fade! This of course is not because of how good we are, but
because of the kindness and grace of God!
Finally, we note also that as they go to bear fruit in the world, Jesus longs that
his disciples will love each other. Love is to be the defining characteristic of how
the people of God relate not only to the Lord, but also to each other. What a
privilege that we have been sent to love as Jesus’ friends, and to bear fruit that
lasts, not just for a brief moment, but for all of eternity! AL

Questions
1. What does it mean to you to be appointed by God to bear fruit?
2. Who in your life can you daily show the love of God? How can you show the
love of God more to your brothers and sisters in Christ?

Prayer
Loving God, we thank you that you call us your children and friends. We thank
you that we have the privilege of participating in your mission to the world,
seeking fruit that will last for all eternity. Please help us to generously love and
bear fruit with the entirety of our lives. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
32

TRUTH & GLORY

DAY 21: FRIDAY, MARCH 9
READ John 15:18-25

Reflection: The Hatred of the World
As Christians in Australia, we are enormously privileged that we undergo very
little persecution compared to many of our brothers and sisters throughout the
world. In recent centuries, more Christians have died for Jesus than all of the
centuries preceding them. The disciples would face all manner of persecution,
and many of them would pay the ultimate price for following Jesus. Whilst of
course it is unlikely for us to face the same degree of hatred, we all in some way,
will face challenges from time-to-time because we follow Jesus. Sometimes,
even people very close to us, will hate us for our choice to love and follow
Jesus. What is Jesus’ advice? Is it to retaliate with hatred? Is it to give up
following Jesus? No. Jesus simply calls us first to keep in mind that as we
experience hate, the world first hated him. In eﬀect, Jesus is saying that we
should come to see the way people treat us as the way that people are
ultimately treating him. We shouldn’t be surprised that some people will reject us
because even Jesus was rejected.
It can be hard to understand the world’s hatred of Jesus, but Jesus makes it
clear in verses 22-25 that it is because the light that he has shined has
convicted us of sin. It’s always confronting to be shown the areas of our lives
that fall short. Some respond by turning to hate. Others, in response to the
knowledge of their sin, turn to God for forgiveness. As we encounter hatred
from time-to-time, let’s not turn to hate, but demonstrate God’s love in order that
they may turn to God and know the gift of forgiveness too. For whilst Jesus
came into the world to convict of sin, he did so to save it, not condemn it. AL

Questions
1. Have you ever experienced hatred for following Jesus? How does
remembering that Jesus was first rejected help?
2. What is the best possible way that we can respond to hatred?
3. How can you pray more intentionally for the persecuted church?

Prayer
God of Mercy, we thank you that you came into the world to convict of sin so
that we could put our trust in you and be saved. Please help those who are
experiencing persecution right now because of their trust in you. Amen.
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DAY 22: SATURDAY, MARCH 10
READ John 15:26-27

Reflection: The Spirit Testifies
The Holy Spirit is often the most under appreciated member of the Trinity.
Throughout the story of the Bible, God’s Spirit is with God and is God, achieving
God’s purposes and inspiring God’s people. We’re often ready to thank God the
Father for his greatness and mercy, and thank Jesus for dying for us, but the
Holy Spirit can often we seen as an after thought. At the same time we often
lament the godlessness of Christians and the lack of power of the Church.
This is why Jesus’ teaching here that he will send the Advocate, the Spirit of
Truth, who will testify about him is so powerful. The Holy Spirit convicts us of our
sin, testifies about Jesus and help us to understand God’s goodness and
purposes in the world. If we’re ever going to follow God sincerely and
understand the gravity of what Jesus came to earth to achieve it will only be by
the Holy Spirit. If we’re ever going to be able to testify truthfully and share the
good news of God we must invite the Holy Spirit to take over our lives and dwell
in us fully.
To underestimate the Holy Spirit is a huge mistake. If we want to live our lives to
the full we must ask God the Holy Spirit to live inside us, guide us and help us to
live for him. We cannot do the Christian life alone, we must be filled, inspired,
and empowered by the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit has been testifying about
Jesus from the beginning and will not be stopped, the question is whether we
will get on board?! DB

Questions
1. Who is the Holy Spirit for you?
2. Have you opened your life up to the Holy Spirit? If not, you can do so now.
3. How could you learn more about the Holy Spirit?

Prayer
Holy Spirit, thank you that you have been testifying to the truth about God since
the beginning. Please fill me with you presence and help me to live for you.
Forgive me for forgetting that you are my advocate and guide and help me to
testify about Jesus that more might hear your Gospel and be saved. Amen.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 11
This Sunday the sermon will focus on the topic of “True Friendship” as we look
more closely at John 15.
You can listen to the sermon, access small group questions, and explore other
related resources for each week (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au). These are
typically available by early afternoon each Sunday.

Questions
1. What helps you most to remain connected to the vine and remain in Jesus’
love?

2. How best do we demonstrate our love to Jesus?

3. How can you best face opposition or hatred by people because of your love
for Jesus?
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WEEK 5: TRUE GUIDANCE
JOHN 16
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WEEK 5 FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
READ John 16:1-15
But when the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth. John 16:13

REFLECTION, QUESTIONS, & PRAYER
Jesus spends time in this passage continuing to describe what was about to
happen (with regards to his departure). The disciples were sad and daunted at
the thought that their teacher would be no longer with them. Jesus knows this
and comforts them with the news that a helper would be coming. This helper,
the Holy Spirit, would guide and speak truth into their lives. Despite the many
challenges ahead and persecution they may face, Jesus encourages his
disciples to stand strong in their faith and rely on the Holy Spirit for help. We too,
have access to this helper to guide us. Knowing that we don’t have to do it
alone, provides reassurance and confidence to proclaim the Good News.
1. What is the Holy Spirit’s job?
2. How do you feel, knowing Jesus had sent a helper to guide you through all
types of challenges and situations?
3. What are some ways you can make sure you listen and be aware of the Holy
Spirit in your own life and in the lives of those around you?
PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to be our helper and
guide. Help us to take the time to regularly stop and listen to the truth that he
shares with us. May we be reminded, like the disciples were, to not be filled with
sadness, but to look forward to that time when you will return. Amen.

ACTIVITY
Within the Week 5 Family Activity bag you will find some maps, a compass, and
a torch. This week, we’re asking families to make time to go on an adventure
together! Using the maps, choose an appropriate walk for your family (think
about the ages of your children, the terrain, the weather, everyone’s walking
ability and stamina…). Begin the walk by looking at the compass and finding your
location in relation to North. Take the torch (even in daylight) as it might help you
identify an interesting creature, leaf, or spider hole. Follow the walking tracks,
signs, and use the map to give you an overall sense of your progress and
location. Talk together about the reassurance of using these tools to help keep
us safe and on the right track. Relate this experience to our Christian walk and
using the Holy Spirit to help keep us focused on the goal of Jesus.
37

TRUTH & GLORY

DAY 23: MONDAY, MARCH 12
READ John 10:1-10

Reflection: The Gate
In Jesus’ day shepherds would often herd their sheep into a type of sheep pen
at night, called a sheep fold. This fold would have a rock wall with a small gate in
the wall for the sheep to pass through. Other shepherds would also bring their
sheep to the fold at night and the sheepfold would end up with a mixture of
sheep at night. During the night the ‘gate’ of the fold would keep the sheep
inside and predators outside. In the morning the shepherd would call their
sheep and, knowing the voice of their shepherd, a particular herd would
seperate themselves from the other sheep and follow their shepherd to the
greenest pasture they could find.
This is why Jesus’ calling himself the gate is so significant. A shepherd would
use their own body to protect their sheep and to stop them from wandering.
Jesus does the same for us. In our day too, The gate would provide protection
from thieves but the sheep would not be safe from such thieves until they had
entered through the gate. In the same way we must enter life in abundance
through Jesus as there are countless forces in our world attempting to rob and
steal our lives from us. We should ignore such voices in our lives because they
do not have our interests at heart. It is tragic that, like the Pharisees in v.6 so
often we can miss what God is telling us because we let outside noise crowd
out his voice. Outside voices may sound attractive or oﬀer us the illusion of
freedom or excitement but their intent is to steal our lives for themselves. Only
God himself knows what we need to have life to the full and only through Jesus
are we granted access to life as God has always intended. DB

Questions
1. What forces in your life attempt to steal your life from you?
2. How do you discern between God’s voice and the voice of others?
3. How can you give thanks to Jesus for his protection and provision this week?

Prayer
Loving Lord Jesus, thank you that you are the gate to life in abundance. Forgive
me for not listening for your voice and for allowing robbers to steal my life from
me. Please help me to listen out for your voice and follow you through the gate
and discover life to the full. Amen.
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DAY 24: TUESDAY, MARCH 13
READ John 16:1-4

Reflection: Do Not Fall Away
It always breaks my heart to see someone fall away from Jesus. That can
happen for a number of reasons, but sometimes it happens in the face of severe
hardship, trial, or persecution. Jesus knows this, and he knows the disciples in
his absence will be tempted to fall away. He doesn’t say this lightly of course,
but in the knowledge that the disciples (after his death and resurrection) will be
arrested, beaten up, tormented, and even killed. Jesus warns that some people
who treat them this way will even do so thinking that they are serving God in the
process. Tragically today, there are still people who persecute Christians in the
name of God. It wasn’t necessary for Jesus to warn the disciples about this
previously, but now that the hour has come, it is imperative that they heed his
warning.
So how will the disciples not fall away? How can we not fall away even the face
of severe trial? For the answer we must return to all that Jesus has said so far. In
the face of diﬃculty, we must recall that Jesus is the way, remain connected to
him, demonstrate our love through obedience, remember that he was hated
first, and also revel in the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is such a wonderful
encouragement, that even in the face of trial, Jesus reminds the disciples that
whilst he is absent, his Spirit will always be with them! What a wonderful
reminder to us! That we can delight in the presence of God in our lives, not only
because Jesus has died for us, but also because God has gifted us his Spirit.
When we feel tempted to pull away or uncertain as to handle the challenges
before us, we can rely on the Holy Spirit living within us for wisdom, strength,
and comfort. No matter what people take away from us, they can never take
away God’s Spirit or the gift of salvation as we continue to trust in the Lord. AL

Questions
1. How do you think that the disciples were able to not fall away from Jesus
even in the face of the most extreme challenges and persecution?
2. What helps you most to ‘press into’ the Lord?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, please help us to stick close to you, even in the face of trial.
Please help us to revel in your Spirit and trust in your salvation. Amen.
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DAY 25: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
READ John 16:5-11

Reflection: Proving the World is Wrong
Whilst the disciples continue to be sad at the revelation of Jesus’ imminent
departure, Jesus continues to extol the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit that will
be given in his absence. Jesus goes so far as to say that it is good for him to go.
For it is not only through his sacrifice on the cross that they world can be saved,
but it is also in his going that the Holy Spirit will given to them (and all who trust
in Jesus as their Lord). In the face of the opposition they will face, Jesus now
tells them of the important missional role of the Spirit. Namely, that the Spirit will
prove the world wrong when it comes to sin, righteousness, and judgment.
Whilst previously Jesus has spoken of the Spirit as an advocate for those who
trust in him, here he speaks of the Spirit as (in eﬀect) the prosecuting attorney
against a world that has rejected God. With regards to sin, the Spirit will convict
the world of its guilt before God. With regards to righteousness (or more
technically, ‘vindication’), the Spirit will show that Jesus’ death was victory, not
defeat. With regards to judgment, the Spirit will show the enemy has not only
been defeated, but will be destroyed. When taken together, the role of the Spirit
is remarkably Good News! For the Spirit is at work to turn the human heart away
from one’s self, to seeking God who is our able and mighty Saviour. As we trust
in Jesus, the Spirit has an important role in our lives too reminding us of these
three things. However, because of Jesus, we do not stand before the
prosecution on our own merit, but in the strength of the Spirit and with Jesus
having already paid the cost! AL

Questions
1. Why is the work of the Spirit so important in our lives and in the world?
2. Whilst on our own merit we would stand guilty, to whom does the Spirit point
to in our defence?

Prayer
Merciful God, thank your for the gift of your Spirit in our lives and in our world.
Please help us not to resist the work of the Spirit, but instead to open ourselves
to your will and your ways. Please help us to revel in the Good News that
because of Jesus that do not stand guilty, but set free. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY 26: THURSDAY, MARCH 15
READ John 16:12-15

Reflection: Guided into Truth
The disciples must have been physically and emotionally exhausted. Jesus has
so much more to say to them, but he knows that there is only so much that they
can handle and process now. Sometimes it’s only much later on when we finally
understand what someone has told us, and it’s only much later (after Jesus’
death and resurrection) when the disciples will truly come to understand all that
Jesus has said so far. How will that be possible? Because when the Spirit comes,
the Spirit of truth, he will continue to speak to them. Even in Jesus’ absence,
God will continue to teach and shape the disciples for his purposes. What will be
that primary purpose? To continue to point to Jesus and glorify him.
As we seek to grow in our relationship with God and in our following of Jesus,
we must not try to do it on our own. We cannot possibly understand God’s will
for our lives when simply left to our own devices. God knows this, and so as we
open up God’s Word and seek to understand all that he has to say to us, we can
ask God’s Spirit to be at work in our hearts and minds, pointing us to Jesus,
bringing understanding, mobilising us for mission, and shaping us according to
his will. How amazing that God desires to be so intimately involved in our lives,
that we can simply ask for help from God’s Spirit alive in our hearts! Whilst it is
easy to neglect this gift, let’s keep pressing into God and asking for his help, so
that we will be guided into all truth. AL

Questions
1. Do you ask for the Spirit’s help when you pray or read the Bible? How can
you do this as part of your regular and continual pattern of devotion?
2. How remarkable do you find it that God will give us the gift of the Holy Spirit?
How can we be on guard from taking this gift for granted?
3. What do you think it look like to be guided into all truth?

Prayer
Gracious God, thank you that you desire to guide us into all truth in the power of
the Holy Spirit! Please help us to be more open to the work your Spirit alive in
us. Please help us to submit our lives to you, that we may glorify you everyday.
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY 27: FRIDAY, MARCH 16
READ John 16:16-28

Reflection: Grief that Gives Way to Joy
Whenever I preach at a funeral, I have the profound privilege to encourage
people to both grieve and hope in the Lord. We must grieve because the
parting and loss that we feel is real. However, we also hope because of the
certainty that is possible as we trust in the Lord. As we’re reminded and hold
onto that hope, our grief over time can give way to joy. That is not to say that we
don’t still miss those who are now gone, but that our perspective continues to
be shaped by the perspective of eternal life. In a similar way, Jesus now shares
with the disciples that whilst they will soon grieve at his going, and even
possibly despair for their cause, that grief will soon be transformed by the reality
of his resurrection.
The disciples of course didn’t understand what Jesus meant by, ‘in a little while
you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’, but that
will all come into crystal-clear focus when he appears to them raised to life! Note
that as Jesus tells them this, he in no way diminishes the significance of the grief
that they will feel. After all, Jesus too grieved, wept, and was angry at the
ravages of death. But that soon will all soon change, so that the hope that we
can have is not just an optimistic outlook, but the transformational reality that
death is not the end for all who trust in him! AL

Questions
1. How has your hope in Jesus worked to transform grief into joy?
2. Why do you you think that Jesus acknowledges the importance of grief?
3. How will our hope be fully realised when Jesus returns?

Prayer
Merciful God, thank you that even in the face of the most diﬃcult circumstances,
it is possible for grief to give way to joy. Thank you that you are able to
sympathise with us in our grief and encourage us to press into you. Please help
us to ask for your help, to trust in you, and receive your joy. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.
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DAY 28: SATURDAY, MARCH 17
READ John 16:29-33

Reflection: Do You Believe?
As Jesus finishes speaking with the disciples before his time of prayer and
arrest, he now moves to the most important question of all: do you now believe?
Remember that all throughout John, the purpose of all that Jesus has said and
done is to cause people - including the disciples - to trust in him. Now is the time
to decide! Jesus is warning the disciples that very soon they will be scattered
from one another, and the most important thing for them to do to prepare, is to
have clarity about their trust in Jesus as Lord. Jesus foreshadows that even
though they will soon desert him, he desires their belief so that they will have his
peace. Their world will look like it’s falling down around them. They will be
greatly disturbed by the events that will unfold. But Jesus desires that they will
have peace amidst all of that by remaining in him.
Jesus’ final words to the disciples (before he prays) is a charge to take heart!
These are Jesus’ words of encouragement that whilst his death will look like a
failure, it will actually be through it that he overcomes the sin of the world. What
a wonderful encouragement to us, that we might keep trusting in Jesus, that we
might know his peace, and rejoice in the greatest triumph that the world has
ever known: Jesus crucified and raised to life. AL

Questions
1. Do you believe in Jesus as Lord? What is the basis for this belief?
2. In what circumstances have you known the peace of God? How can we
access God’s peace?
3. How does Jesus overcome the world? What does that mean for us?

Prayer
Gracious Father, thank you that through Jesus’ death and resurrection that you
have overcome sin and death! Thank you that we may know your peace in all
circumstances in the power of your Holy Spirit. Please help us to be clear about
our trust in you and move us to trust in you more. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18
This Sunday the sermon will focus on the topic of “True Guidance” as we look
more closely at John 16.
You can listen to the sermon, access small group questions, and explore other
related resources for each week (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au). These are
typically available by early afternoon each Sunday.

Questions
1. How does the Holy Spirit work in our lives to guide us into truth?

2. How does trusting in God enable our grief to be transformed into joy?

3. How was Jesus’ death actually a great triumph over ‘the world’?
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WEEK 6: TRUE GLORY
JOHN 17
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WEEK 6 FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
READ John 17:20-27
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am. I want them
to see my glory, the glory you have given me. You gave it to me because you
loved me before the world was created.” John 17:24

REFLECTION, QUESTIONS, & PRAYER
How amazing, that the last thing Jesus did before he was arrested, was spend
time in prayer with God. But not a short prayer or even a plea for help for His
own benefit, but rather a prayer of heartfelt praise and glory to his Father. Jesus
spends this time, uninterrupted, turning to God and asking him to take care of
not only the disciples, but for all believers. Jesus asks God to give them the
same joy he had; to make them holy; and to make them one with each other,
and one with God. Finally, he asks that God take them to heaven to be with him.
What a beautiful prayer for those who believe!
1. What types of things did Jesus pray for in John 17?
2. How regularly do you spend time praying to God? Describe your current
prayer routine.
3. What are some things you could do to improve your own prayer life and/or
encourage other family members in theirs?
PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you that we can come to you in prayer, knowing you
will listen. Thank you for the incredible example of Jesus and how he made
prayer a priority in his life. Help us to make time to sit, to listen, and to talk with
you. We give thanks for all believers – those who have come before us and
those yet to come. May our lives bring glory to you and your kingdom. Amen.

ACTIVITY
Within the Week 6 Family Activity bag you will find a hand-crafted wooden cross.
These are the same crosses we have been using each week in Sunday School
(and made available in crèche) to aid our small group prayer time. There are
many ways you could use the cross to pray together, but we suggest that you
could take turns, with the person holding the cross saying the prayer aloud while
others listen. Younger members of the family or those still getting use to praying
might simply hold the cross and say ‘Amen’. Ideally this activity could be
incorporated as part of a ‘grace’ or giving thanks routine before/after dinnertime
or part of your daily bedtime routine.
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DAY 29: MONDAY, MARCH 19
READ John 10:11-21

Reflection: The Good Shepherd
What would you do if you discovered a babysitter who had been entrusted with
a young family member was not taking care of them? What would you do if a
house sitter you’d hired to take care of your property trashed your house and
then left it exposed to robbers? You’d make sure you got rid of that person as
soon as possible and found a better carer. You’d even take charge of the
situation yourself!
In the Old Testament the leaders of Israel are often called bad shepherds. The
prophets often lament that God’s people are not being taken care of like the
should and are being abused by bad shepherds. Jesus picks up this prophetic
mantle and applies it to the leaders of his day. They have abused something that
God has put them in charge of, and now, God is taking over. Jesus is the good
shepherd and he will actually take care of God’s people and lead them as God
would have them be led. He isn’t a hired hand who shirks their responsibility, he
is the good shepherd who lays his life down for his sheep. His allusion to ‘other
sheep’ is to be understood as those outside the people of Israel and Jesus
reveals that one day they will all be united under the Good Shepherd. Jesus’
claim to be the good shepherd isn’t met with universal acceptance though, as
some decide he is demon assessed and others aren’t quite sure. Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection reveal that Jesus is the Good Shepherd, the True
Shepherd, the only one worth following and entrusting whole lives with. DB

Questions
1. Do you find it easy or hard to trust God in your life? Why?
2. What does it mean to you that the creator of the universe is willing to lay his
life down for you?
3. How can you mirror the Good Shepherd’s love and concern to the people
around you this week?

Prayer
Great Shepherd of the sheep, we give you great thanks for your love and care.
Please help me to trust you when you call, and follow you wherever you lead
me. Thank you that you always have my best interests at heart and correct me
when I wander. Amen.
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DAY 30: TUESDAY, MARCH 20
READ John 17:1-5

Reflection: Jesus’ Glorification
John 17 is a prayer, Jesus’ prayer, once he knew, the hour had come.
Throughout John’s gospel Jesus talks about the time when the ‘Son of man will
be lifted up’ or ‘his hour’. There is a feeling that Jesus knows a moment will
come when his life will reach it’s climax. At the beginning of John 17, Jesus is at
his last supper with his disciples and reveals that his time has come to return to
his Father and he will do this through the cross. But before he goes to the cross,
Jesus asks that his disciples might receive eternal life and that God would glorify
himself. In v.3 Jesus defines for us what ‘eternal life’ is. Yes, eternal life is living
forever but it is much more than that. Eternal life is to know the only true God
and know Jesus Christ who God was sent into the world to redeem all creation.
To know Jesus, is to know God (John 10:30), but it is also to understand life’s
purpose and satisfy every true longing. As relational beings, we were created
for an everlasting all fulfilling life with God at the centre of our existence. To
know and appreciate this fully, is to begin to experience ‘eternal life’.
At this moment, Jesus also asks God to give him the glory that he had with God
before the world began. In coming into our world, Jesus gave up the glory he
has always had and took upon our human nature. In returning to the God the
Father, Jesus brings him glory and reveals his goodness and mercy, but also
shares in God’s glory. Sin is an attempt to steal God’s glory and take it for
ourselves, when we do this, we hurt ourselves, but when we share glory and
give it back to God, goodness and love continue to grow and abound for the
benefit of everyone. DB

Questions
1. What is glory and why is it important?
2. Who deserves all glory and who shares glory, why does this perpetuate
eternal life?
3. How can we glorify God before others?

Prayer
God of Glory, thank you for your wonder, majesty and might. Thank you for the
eternal life you oﬀer and that this life is not boring or tainted. Help me to share
your glory with others and to use everything I have to glorify you. Amen.
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DAY 31: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
READ John 17:6-8

Reflection: Knowing with Certainty
Have you ever been certain of something only to find that certainty
disappointed? On September 29, 2001, a Tottenham fan keen to impress his
new girlfriend put his entire mortgage on his team - which was 3-0 up at the time
- winning the match. Unfortunately for him, however, Manchester United came
back with five goals in the second half - leaving him homeless (and probably
single). It’s experiences like this that often flush our ‘certainty’ down the drain.
In our world it’s hard to be certain that God loves us or even that God exists. So
many things in life seem so uncertain and we’re so often told to question
everything. But the life and witness of Jesus is the surest sign that God exists
and that he loves us. One of the amazing things about Christianity is that it is
based on evidence. If Jesus never existed or died and never rose again then all
bets are oﬀ and any certainty that Christianity claims to oﬀer is false.
Fortunately there is a overwhelming evidence that Jesus existed, and that he in
fact, rose from the dead. Here in John 17:6-8 Jesus thanks his Father that those
God has given him (his disciples) know with certainty and have come to believe
that God the Father sent him into the world. This certainty can be ours through
careful analysis of the evidence we have of Jesus death and resurrection
particularly through the Bible. Even though we live in a world of uncertainty,
thanks to the testimony of Jesus through his disciples we can read of his works
and know with certainty that God exists and that he loves us. DB

Questions
1. From 1 to 10, how certain are you that Jesus existed and rose from the dead?
2. How could you learn more about the truthfulness of claims about Jesus?
(Hint: http://christianity.net.au/questions/how_do_we_know_god_exists)
3. How can you share your confidence in Jesus with those around you?

Prayer
Loving Lord God, thank you that you came to earth so that we could have
certainty of you existence and of your love. Please help me to grow in
confidence in the truthfulness of your Word and the certainty of your salvation.
Help me to explore my faith and grow in faith everyday. Amen!
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DAY 32: THURSDAY, MARCH 22
READ John 17:9-12

Reflection: Doomed to Destruction
John 17:9-12 is part of a bigger prayer which takes up most of John 17. Often
called the High Priestly Prayer or the Farewell Prayer, it comes at the climax of
Jesus last night with his disciples. In a little while a close companion will betray
him and hand him over to an bloodthirsty mob, his friends will run away, and his
closest friend - Peter - will deny him three times. It’s a pretty tense moment for
Jesus but instead of just praying for himself he prays to his Father on behalf of
his disciples. But at this point in the prayer, Jesus makes it very clear that he is
not praying for everyone. Jesus' prayer here is not for the world. This is not
because he doesn’t love the world, but because he knew he was returning to
heaven and his disciples would remain in the world. Jesus’ special prayer on
behalf of his disciples recognises that God has given them to him and
recognises that disciples of Jesus will need protection and God’s power to
continue to remain in Christ.
The world as we know it is doomed to destruction. All those who refuse to
follow God are doomed to destruction. One day all things will be made new but
in the meantime Jesus prayer for God’s church is that we might be one as Jesus,
God the Father, and the Holy Spirit are one. To do this we will need to recognise
that the world we live in has no hope to oﬀer and that the only real hope is to be
found in Jesus. Jesus prayer here, is a prayer for us that we might endure as he
endured, and might be one, as God is one. DB

Questions
1. Why do think Jesus felt it was so important to pray for his disciples right
before his own death?
2. What does it mean to you that Jesus prays for you and asks God the Father
to protect you?

Prayer
God of grace, thank you for your love, light, and protection. Help your church to
be united as you are one. Thank you that while this world is doomed to
destruction, you love endures forever. Help me to cling to you with my whole
life. Amen!
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DAY 33: FRIDAY, MARCH 23
READ John 17:13-19

Reflection: Protection from the Evil One
As with yesterday’s devotion, John 17:13-19 is a part of Jesus’ prayer to his Father
concerning his disciples (us). It’s important to realise that this prayer wasn’t just a
prayer for Peter, Andrew, Matthew and the other blokes Jesus spent time with.
It’s a prayer for all followers of Jesus today! Jesus tells his Father that he is
coming soon (revealing the intimacy that exists within the Trinity) and then prays
for two complementary things protection and sanctification.
God sees protection very diﬀerently to the way we see protection. We often see
protection as bigger walls, kevlar vests, and bodyguards who can beat up any
threat that comes your way. But God doesn’t promise us worldly protection,
instead he promises to deliver us from evil and to protect us from the evil one.
Followers of Jesus don’t live on clouds protected from the bumps and scratches
of the world. Instead God sends us into the world with the promise that through
it all, God will not abandon us and will ultimately deliver us from evil.
God also sees progress diﬀerently to the way we see progress. We often see
progress as growing bank accounts, bigger muscles, and growing influence in
the world. God sees sanctification as progress. The slow and sometimes hard
process of becoming more like Jesus is the way God helps you grow but every
step along that road is never wasted. Sanctification is all about letting God
become a bigger and bigger part of our lives and finding the joy of following
Jesus. Jesus sanctifies us and his prayer is that God would continue this process
that we might one day stand before God truly sanctified. DB

Questions
1. Where is there evil in your life? How could you be praying for protection from
evil and the evil one?
2. How is Jesus sending you into the world this week?

Prayer
Loving Lord Jesus, thank you for praying for me. Thank you that you are always
for me and work all things together for the good of those who love you. Please
sanctify me and help me to grow more like Jesus everyday. Amen!
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DAY 34: SATURDAY, MARCH 24
READ John 17:20-26

Reflection: Belief through the Message
What do you think of when you think of the CHURCH? Do you think of a building
with a cross? Do you think of your congregation on a Sunday? Do you think of
diﬀerent denominations? Or do you think of a big fat bureaucracy sucking the
life from everything it touches? Chances are, you have linked all these ideas with
the church at some time (I know I have). In this section of his High Priestly Prayer,
Jesus continues to pray for his people and ultimately for his church.
Before the church had buildings and bureaucracy, it was a movement of people
living in response to the life of a Jewish man named Jesus who died and came
back to life. These people were all linked and moved as one because Jesus had
prayed that they would be unified. But Jesus didn’t just pray for them, he prayed
for those who would come to believe in him through their message. You are
linked with all Christians not just across the world but across time, all the way
back to Jesus and his disciples meeting up in an upper room and sharing their
last meal together before his death. But that’s not all. While all Christians
everywhere are spiritually linked we are also intimately connected with God.
Notice the intimacy between Jesus and his Father in the way Jesus prays. It’s an
intimacy that shares glory, loves sacrificially, and shares one mind and heart.
Jesus prays that his church (all followers of Jesus across space and time) would
be caught up in this relationship of love and share in the most pure and
profound relationship. God is inviting you daily into a deeper relationship with
him, all you have to do is accept that invitation and share the love! DB

Questions
1. How do you love other Christians, particularly those who seem unlovable?
2. How can you use your life to bring God’s church closer together and to God?
3. What can you do to ensure that others might hear the message of God’s love
and be drawn into relationship with him?

Prayer
God of unity and love, please bring your church closer together. Thank you for
all the faithful saints who have gone before me and all those who shared the
gospel with me. Please help me to fall more in love with you and encourage
others to embrace the love you have for them. Amen
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TRUTH & GLORY

SUNDAY, MARCH 25
This Sunday the sermon will focus on the topic of “True Glory” as we look more
closely at John 17.
You can listen to the sermon, access small group questions, and explore other
related resources for each week (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au). These are
typically available by early afternoon each Sunday.

Questions
1. Why does Jesus pray to be glorified? What does he mean by this?

2. Take some time to look at Jesus’ prayer for his disciples (John 17:6-18). What
are the various things that he prays for?

3. What does Jesus pray for ‘all believers’ (John 18:20-26)? How can we
continue praying these things for all who trust in Jesus?
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WEEK 7: THE TRUTH ABOUT
DEATH & RESURRECTION
JOHN 18-20
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TRUTH & GLORY

WEEK 7 FAMILY DEVOTIONAL
READ John 18-20 (you may wish to read these over a few days)
“I have seen the Lord”. John 20:18

REFLECTION, QUESTIONS, & PRAYER
This week we read through the entire passion story. Here we follow the journey
as Jesus is arrested, trialled, sentenced to death, crucified, buried, and risen
from the dead. Everything happens just as Jesus had forewarned, however the
disciples were still unprepared. The passages reveal a gross state of injustice. It
shows the sinful nature of humankind. And includes graphic scenes of torture
that no one should ever have to endure. However, weaving through all of this, is
a story of grace. Proof that God loves his people so much, that he would send
his own son to save and redeem them. A message for all people across all time
that not only is Jesus Lord above all things, but that he has conquered death!
What a fantastic reason to celebrate and share the Good News with others.
1. What part of these chapters do you find most powerful? Explain.
2. Which one of the disciples do you most identify with? Why?
3. How would things be diﬀerent if Jesus had never risen from the dead?
PRAYER: Dear God, Thank you for loving us so much that you were willing to
sacrifice your own Son for the sins of the whole world. Thank you that he
conquered death and lives with you once again. Thank you that because of all
of this, we too have the chance to know and have eternal life with you. Amen.

ACTIVITY
Within the Week 7 Family Activity bag you will find a recipe and ingredients for
making Resurrection Rolls. Each roll is prepared with a marshmallow wrapped
inside the dough, which becomes hollow as it is baked. Take time this week to
cook these (and of course eat them together), discussing how when you break
the rolls open they are empty inside, just like the tomb when Jesus rose from
the dead.

55

TRUTH & GLORY

DAY 35: MONDAY, MARCH 26
READ John 11:17-271

Reflection: The Resurrection and the Life
This week can be such a mix of emotions. On one level we are so thankful for
Jesus’ incredible sacrifice. On another level, we can be deeply saddened by the
sin in our lives and the need for Jesus to die for us. Therefore, how amazing that
we can begin this week by reflecting on Jesus’ phenomenal self-revelation as
the resurrection and the life. Whilst people struggled to understand what this
meant at the time, it would have made even less sense for those witnessed
Jesus’ crucifixion. But come Sunday, how these words come into startling clarity!
The context of this saying by Jesus was of course the death of Lazarus. Jesus, in
the most remarkable of ways, used the resurrection of Lazarus to point to his
own resurrection that would not only be a permanent one, but would also drag
ours in its tail. As Jesus speaks with Martha and assures her of Lazarus’
resurrection, Martha assumes that Jesus is speaking of the ‘resurrection on the
last day’. This was a commonly held to belief by most Jews: that in the last days,
that the people of God would be raised. However, Jesus challenges Martha,
saying in eﬀect, that the belief in resurrection was not just a doctrine for the
future, but a reality that was rushing forward into the present in him. And just as
it would be through Jesus that Lazarus would be raised, so too is it through
Jesus that we can be assured of our resurrection! AL

Questions
1. What most surprises you about Jesus in this passage?
2. What does Jesus being the ‘resurrection and the life’ actually mean for us?
3. What will be most helpful for you this week to prepare to celebrate Good
Friday and Easter Day this weekend?

Prayer
Loving Lord, we thank you that Jesus is indeed the resurrection and the life!
Thank you that it is in him and through him that we can have the certainty of life
eternal with you. Please help us to prepare this week to remember, celebrate,
and proclaim your death and resurrection. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

1 For a recent sermon on this passage: stbarts.com.au/sermon/2018/truth-and-glory-week-02
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DAY 36: TUESDAY, MARCH 27
READ John 18

Reflection: Jesus Arrested
“My name is Barabbas, Bar-Abbas mean Son of the Father. I was raised in world
occupied by hatred, fear and abuse. I was raised in the Roman Empire. From a
very young age I hated the Romans, their soldiers would harass my parents,
their tax collectors would extort us, and the leaders would rule a land that was
not rightfully theirs with tyranny. I didn’t learn to hate the Romans, I was born
hating them! “I didn’t light the fire but I helped it burn. Thousands of us, all
passionate sons rising up to overcome our enemies. We slaughtered Roman
soldiers and made them pay for all the misery they had caused us. But then my
worst nightmare came true. I was caught! The soldier beat me and shouted
abuse in their horrible dialect at me. The humiliation turned my hatred into
despair and my rage into resignation of my impending crucifixion. I had seen so
many of comrades tortured, why should my fate be any diﬀerent?”
“But as I awaited my fate, I saw him! That man Jesus, that everyone was talking
about was thrown in front of Pontius Pilate, that coward and tyrant. Jesus caught
my eye and in a moment I saw the pain of betrayal, the agony of unrighteous
suﬀering, and the horror of the torture that I felt inside. It was as if all my anger
and despair had been thrust upon this man who now knelt before Pilate. All of
sudden Pilate was trying to let him go and gave the baying crowds the choice
between me and Jesus. Incredibly they chose me to be set free! As I walked
from the garrison I saw that man Jesus, the weight of the world on his shoulders
which were sagging under a timber cross. A cross that should of been mine, a
cross that set me free.” “I am Barabbas, Bar-Abbas means Son of the Father.” DB

Questions
1. How would you have reacted to Jesus’ arrest if you were Barabbas? How
would you have reacted to Jesus arrest if you were Pilate?
2. What does it mean to you that you, like Barabbas, are a child of the Father?

Prayer
Loving Lord Jesus, thank you for enduring the agony of the cross and scorning
it’s shame for Barabbas and for me. Thank you that by dying in my place I have
been adopted as your own and can enter into the very throne rooms of heaven
as a forgiven child of God. Amen!
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DAY 37: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28
READ John 19:1-16

Reflection: Jesus Sentenced
It’s a shocking scene. The trial was farcical.
The soldiers mock Jesus as a King, without realising that he is the King of Kings.
The procurator in charge finds no basis to convict, but is too weak to resist.
The religious leaders want him dead, because they think Jesus’ claim is a lie.
But what none of them realise is that they are about to crucify God.
As we read through the account of the trial, it’s startling that despite Pilate’s lack
of evidence, and even weak attempts for Jesus to be freed, that Jesus does not
resist the fate that is set before him. Pilate reminds Jesus that he has the power
to free him, but Jesus reminds Pilate that actually it’s God who is in charge! Pilate
doesn’t want trouble, and in his selfish political expediency doesn’t want word to
get back to Caesar.
As Pilate sits down on the judge’s seat, he doesn’t yet declare a verdict, but
simply presents Jesus as their king. Pilate, without realising it, has uttered a truth
far deeper than he could know. But in the fateful response from the religious
leaders, they not only demand that Jesus be crucified, but they also declare that
they have no king other than Caesar. Devastatingly, not only have the leaders
abandoned their fundamental belief that there is no true king other than God,
but they have actually sought to destroy God himself. But whilst many hoped
that this would be the end, it would actually be through the cross that Jesus was
enthroned and that the world be saved. His sentence should have been our
sentence. His sentence would become the means for our salvation. AL

Questions
1. What most shocks you by this entire scene? Why do you think humanity so
readily (not just then) seeks to ‘do away’ with God?
2. What does it look like for Jesus to be enthroned in our hearts?

Prayer
God of Mercy, thank you for taking the sentence which we deserved and being
willing to go to the cross so that we could be saved. Please help us enthrone
you as our King and give you the proper place that you deserve. Amen.
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DAY 38: THURSDAY, MARCH 29
READ John 19:16b-27

Reflection: Jesus Crucified
The darkest day that the world has ever known was also the means through
which you and I could be saved.
Sometimes we’re so familiar with the details of this story, that the substance of
all that Jesus did can wash over us. But here Jesus is, the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords, being crucified between two criminals. He didn’t deserve this. A
charge of ‘King of the Jews’ hangs mockingly - yet ironically - above his head. It
really does look like a disaster - it looks like Jesus’ mission in the world has
come to a horrible and abrupt end. But it hasn’t.
There are clues that everything that is happening is not contrary to Jesus’ plans,
but integral to his desire to save the world. His death is fulfilment not failure.
Despite the inscription being written as a joke, the fact it is written in three
languages points to the universality of Jesus’ kingship! The way in which the
garments were not torn is a fulfilment of Psalm 22. With the women being
present (along with one disciple who was probably very young), we’re reminded
of Jesus’ foreshadowing that the disciples would abandon him. This is fulfilment
not failure! It was the only way. It was always God’s plan. It was the path for us to
be saved. AL

Questions
1. How is Jesus’ death truly fulfilment of God’s promise to save?
2. What most strikes you about this part of the crucifixion account?
3. How can you grow in your gratitude for Jesus’ sacrifice?

Prayer
Saving God, we thank you for Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for us. Thank you for
doing everything necessary to save us. Thank you for facing the death that we
deserve, in order that we might be saved. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY 39: FRIDAY, MARCH 30
READ John 19:28-37

Reflection: The Truth About Death
It looks like everything is out of control, but we’re to be left in no doubt that this
course of events is exactly what Jesus had predicted. As Jesus says that he is
thirsty and takes a drink, we’re reminded that Jesus is willingly drinking this cup
and accepting this fate for us. Jesus’ life was not taken from him - he voluntarily
gives it up and declares when it is finished. The very one who called all who
were thirsty to come to him, and who declared himself to be the water of life,
willing came to the place of thirst and death in order that we could be saved.
Sometimes people have suggested that Jesus didn’t really die on the cross, but
we are to be left with no doubt that he was really dead. The soldiers - who were
experienced in these gruesome matters - would sometimes break the legs of
people who were crucified in order to hasten death. However, as they come to
check Jesus, they confirm that he was already dead. The piercing of the side,
with the accompanying flow of water and blood, is evidence that the eﬀects of
death had already began to set in on Jesus’ body. Jesus had given up his life on
the cross in order to accomplish God’s plan to rescue the world. When Jesus
says, “it is finished”, it is actually one word in the original language that was
written on the bottom of a bill when it had been paid. In the most remarkable
way, we are to be left without doubt that it is through Jesus’ true death that the
verdict is in, that the price for sin has been paid for, and that Jesus’ work is now
complete. AL

Questions
1. What evidence is there that Jesus voluntarily and truly died? What is the
significance of this?
2. How is it through Jesus’ death that we are aﬀorded life?
3. How was the price for sin paid for on the cross?

Prayer
Thank you Jesus for enduring the cross for us. Thank you for never being
dissuaded for your saving mission, even at the greatest cost to yourself. Please
help us to grow in our gratitude for the price that you paid, not that we would be
overwhelmed in guilt, but that we would rejoice in our freedom! Amen.
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DAY 40: SATURDAY, MARCH 31
READ John 19:38-42

Reflection: Jesus Buried
Jospeh of Arimathea and Nicodemus were both secret followers of Jesus who
were afraid to make their allegiance known because of their position in the
community. Earlier in John’s Gospel, we read of Nicodemus coming to Jesus by
night (3:1) and later attempting to defend Jesus before the religious leaders
(7:50-52). But whilst the other disciples had abandoned Jesus, they both take a
risk now in order to provide a proper burial for Jesus. This could have had all
sorts of consequences for them, but they take the risk and honour their Master.
As we anticipate celebrating Jesus’ resurrection tomorrow, it is timely to
consider whether or not we hide our following of Jesus? As we remember and
celebrate Jesus’ death and resurrection, do the people in your life (friends,
family, neighbours, colleagues, or peers) know that you are a follower of Jesus
or do you seek to hide it from them? As we rejoice in all that God has done for
us, it is a great weekend to share your love for God and let people know that
you love Jesus. Friends, let’s not hide our faith away, but rejoice in the truth of
who Jesus is and what he has done. For Christ died not only for us, but in order
that the whole world might be saved by trusting in him. AL

Questions
1. Why is it sometimes tempting to hide away as followers of Jesus? What is
your greatest fear of other people knowing?
2. How could you share with people this weekend that you are a follower of
Jesus?
3. How can you prepare today, to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with even more
meaning and joy?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you that despite us turning from you, that you have
never turned away from us. Please help us to show our love for you to the world,
that many more might also come to know your saving love. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.
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SUNDAY, APRIL 1
This Sunday the sermon will focus on the topic of “The Truth About
Resurrection” as we look more closely at John 20. You can listen to the sermon,
access small group questions, and explore other related resources for each
week (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au). These are typically available by early
afternoon each Sunday.
READ John 20

Reflection: Christ is Risen!
Jesus’ death was not the end! One of the great and ancient traditions of the
Christian church is to greet one another on Easter day with the refrain “Christ is
risen”, to which we respond, “He is risen indeed, alleluia!”. This is the great and
glorious news of Christianity that Jesus is alive and that his sacrifice was
acceptable and perfect.
It is great and glorious news that through him, death could not be held down –
his death broke the power of evil and even death itself. We live in an amazing
age, awaiting the next that will be brought completion when Jesus returns. Yet
God’s Kingdom is already bursting into the world, inaugurated with Jesus’ death
and resurrection. As his Kingdom bursts in, he’s calling people everywhere to
respond and follow him. He’s calling people to live in readiness for his return,
demonstrate the shape of his Kingdom, urgently call others to repent, and yield
fruit for God’s purposes. As Thomas yearns to see the Risen Jesus, his response
in verse 28 is the same trust that God desires of us - that we would recognise
Jesus for who he is and receive him as, “My Lord and my God!”.
Because Jesus rose from the dead, new life is unfolding in him and for all who
trust in him. Sin and death have been defeated and we await their destruction.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Questions
1. Throughout this study, what have you learnt about the truth of Jesus?
2. What is the evidence that gives you confidence about the resurrection?
3. How does being secure about your future with Jesus transform how you live
today?
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EPILOGUE: MONDAY, APRIL 2
READ John 21
We’ll be exploring chapter 21 over two Sundays at St Bart’s (April 8 and 15). If you
would like to listen or read these, you can access them via our website as they
become available (under ‘Sermons’ at stbarts.com.au).

Reflection: Sent
In this final chapter of John, it might be surprising to read that even though
Jesus has appeared to the disciples, they are found here going back to their old
way of life, fishing. At first they don’t recognise Jesus, but then - through a
miraculous catch (fishermen: try not to be envious!) - John recognises their Lord.
It’s unclear why they didn’t recognise him at first (perhaps because he was too
far away), but now they are without a doubt! Once again, Jesus invites them to
share in a meal. But at this meal, instead of Jesus telling them of the mission that
he must embark upon to the cross, John tells us of Peter’s commissioning. It’s an
amazing end to John’s Gospel, as the entire story now zooms in on an intimate
conversation between Jesus and Peter. Three times Jesus asks Peter if he loves
him, pushing deeper and getting to the heart of the matter. Peter may have
denied Jesus three times previously, but now his commitment to following Jesus
is imperative as he is sent into the world to proclaim the Gospel and look after
God’s church. Just as Jesus predicts (v.18), this following will involve great cost,
ending in martyrdom. But whilst Peter’s life would be taken away, his security in
the Lord could never be rocked.
As we revel in the Good News of Easter, we all have an important role in sharing
Jesus’ Good News with the world and demonstrating the love of God. That we
would not be unchanged by the truth and glory of Jesus, but that we would
keep pointing to Jesus so that every single person can receive him for who he
truly is. AL

Questions
1. Where are the places in which you are called to share the truth and glory of
Jesus?
2. What are the practical ways in which you can point to Jesus?
3. Who can you be praying for that they might come to know Jesus as their
Lord?
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