
SERMON NOTES – 05/06/16 
“I Can Approach God When I Like – Can’t I?” 

Hosea 6:1-11 
Good Intentions! 
 
 
 
The people’s view of returning to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s view of the people returning to Him 

- A fleeting love 
 

- A penetrating Word 
  

- A desire for mercy 
 
 

Instead God sees a horrible thing expressed in: 
- unfaithfulness 

 
- wickedness as seen in Gilead and the priests 

 
- prostitution 

 
 
 
A warning for Judah and the church – be wary of good intentions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Ponder In A Quiet Moment Or Over a Cuppa With A Friend: 
How do we know if someone is serious when they say they are turning to God? 
When we face a miserable time do we see God at work in our lives in those times? 

BIBLE STUDY  QUESTIONS  05/06/16 
 Hosea 6:1-11 
“I Can Approach God Whenever I Like – Can’t I?” 

1. Who has decided to return to the LORD?  What has brought about their decision 
to return? 

 
2.  We are told in Hosea 5:15 they are facing misery?  What indication do we have 

that they see the hand of God at work in their misery?  What other Old Testament 
examples do we have of people seeing God at work in their misery?  When we 
face a miserable time do we see God at work in our lives at those times?  
Explain! 

 
3. What has God done to His people?  When would this have taken place?  What are 

they hoping God will do? 
 

4. What do the people say they will do when they return to the LORD?  How do we 
know if someone is serious and sincere when they say they are returning to God?  
When do you find it challenging to acknowledge the LORD? 

 
5. They say a picture is worth a thousand words.  What picture do we gain of God 

through the illustration of the sun and the rain?   
     

6. What illustration does God use to describe their love for Him?  What does the 
illustration tell us about their love? 
 

7. How would you describe love?  Does your description / definition match how the 
Israelites love God? 
 

8. What is meant by “cut you in pieces with my prophets”?  What is the Word of 
God able to do?     
 

9. Why is “mercy” more desired than “sacrifice” and “acknowledgement of God” 
than “burnt offering”?  What is God to His people through these words? 

 
10. In verse 7 we are told they have broken the covenant.  What covenants were in 

place for God’s people? 
 

11. What is said of the priests?  What would this look like living in Wyndham? 
 

12. What fate is appointed for Judah?  Will the church see the same fate?  Having 
studied these verses can I approach God anyway I like? 


