
Sermon Outline:  “The Church - What Is It?” 
Ephesians 5:21-33       02/04/17 
 
What is the Church?   
 
 
Old and New Testament  
 
 
 
Why the Church? 

- To display God’s grace and glory 
 
 
 

- To worship the One around whom we are gathered 
 
 
 

- To encourage and nurture members 
 
 
 

- To witness to a watching world 
 
 
 
 
 
It is not possible to be committed to Christ without being committed to His 
church. 
 
 
 
To ponder over a cuppa with a friend: 
What is the church?     
What are conceptions of what the church is?      
What is the purpose of the church?      

Bible Study:  Truth Matters –The Church - What Is It? 
Ephesians 5:21-33       02/04/17 
 

1. What is the church?     
 

2. What are common misconceptions of what the church is?     
 

3. Is the church found in the Old Testament?  If it is, where do you find it?   
 

4. What is the purpose of the church?             
 

5. Why should we not give up meeting together?         
 

6. What would you say to someone who says they can be a Christian 
without meeting corporately with the church?  Or what would you say to 
someone who is disillusioned with the church? 
 

7. When the church gathers together what message does it send to the 
watching world?  What does Hebrews 12:28-29 and I Corinthians 14:40 
tell us of how worship is to be conducted? 
 

8. What does it mean for the church to be an encouraging and nurturing 
community?  How is this an opportunity for Christians to exercise their 
gifts?         
 

9. What do we learn of the church from Acts 2:42?          
 

10. What do we learn of Jesus and the church in Ephesians 5:21-33, 
Colossians 1:18? 
 

11. What illustrations are used in the New Testament to describe the church?  
For example, how do Paul and Peter describe the church in their writings?     
 

12. How should we define church membership?  How do we decide who are 
members of the visible church?   

 


