
Why Did Christ have to die                                         Romans 3:21-26 
 
The paragraph before us this morning is Romans 3:21-26. It is the 
passage in the Bible that most simply and clearly answers the question, 
“Why did God the Father have to send Christ , his beloved Son, to die on 
the cross?” 
 
Paul says that the work of Christ for our salvation was a work of 
redemption v24. Apart from Christ, we are guilty sinners, under God’s 
wrath and so liable to all sufferings in the present life, liable to physical 
death, and to the pains of hell forever v23. That is a bad situation from 
which we can’t release ourselves. The death of Christ was a payment – a 
ransom – that purchased our release, our redemption.   
 
Paul also describes the death of Christ as a sacrifice of atonement v25.  
The word means a sacrifice that ended God’s wrath.  While we were 
guilty, God was angry. Christ’s death on the cross paid the penalty of our 
sin in our place. We are therefore no longer guilty because that price has 
been paid, and because we are no longer guilty, therefore God is no 
longer angry.  
 
Paul also says is that God sent Christ to die for us because he does not 
forgive us without punishing our sin v26. God is infinitely perfectly 
righteous, perfectly just. God always punishes every sin, all sin. He either 
punishes it and us in hell, or he has punished it in Christ. Either way, 
God is righteous and every misdeed has from him its judgment.  
 
Because this is a teaching passage, God’s first aim here is that we should 
understand, believe and accept fully this teaching. That is first. Then the 
teaching will progressively change our lives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message Outline                                  Romans 3:21-26 
 
Thinking about (meditating on) this paragraph Romans 3:23-26 should 
make us love God more and more.  
 
Christ’s death was is a work of redemption v23. 
 
Justification (being accepted by God) is ……………. 
 
In the Bible world a slave could become a free person by the payment of 
a price (a ransom).  
 
The release of a slave illustrates the way Christ’s death saves us.  
 
 
Christ’s work for our salvation was a sacrifice of atonement v25 
 
It is consistent with God’s perfect love that he is angry with the wicked. 
 
God’s love does not require that he save us from the penalty of sin. 
 
Does Christ’s death on the cross does not save every person in the world? 
We get the benefit when we trust in him and his death.  
 
God sent Christ to die for us because he does not forgive us without 
punishing our sin v26  
 
25 He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he 
had left the  
 
The cross demonstrates God’s justice.  
 
The verse shows us the absolute necessity of the cross.  
 
God forgave the sins of the OT believers even before Christ died v25.  
 
To think about: we love because he first loved us 1John 4:19 



 
Bible Study Questions                                          Romans 3:21-26 
 
Why should thinking about (meditating on) this paragraph make us love 
God more and more. Read 1 John 4:19.  
 
Christ’s death was is a work of redemption v23. 
 
Justification (being accepted by God) is ……………. 
 
In the Bible world, how could a slave become a free person?  
 
How does the release of a slave illustrate about the way Christ’s death 
saves us?  
 
Christ’s work for our salvation was a sacrifice of atonement v25 
 
Is it consistent with God’s perfect love that he is “angry with the 
wicked?” Explain.  
 
Does God’s love require that he save us from the penalty of sin? 
 
Why is this statement not true: God was angry with us because of our sin 
and therefore Christ by his death forced God to forgive us?”  
 
Does Christ’s death on the cross save every person in the world? Explain 
your answer using the passage you are studying.  
 
God sent Christ to die for us because he does not forgive us without 
punishing our sin v26  
 
In what way does the cross demonstrate God’s justice.  
 
How do these words show us the absolute necessity of the cross.  
 
In what way do 1 John 4:19 and Galatians 5:6 both say the same thing? 


