
From Students and Teachers

Student Sessions
Presented by NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) and Sydney Writers’ Festival, the Student Sessions 
program gives secondary school students rare access to some of the biggest stars on the Festival program – including 
acclaimed writers, respected social commentators and the world’s keenest thought-leaders.

Covering a range of stimulating topics linked to the NSW school curriculum, the Student Sessions program is a full 
day of events designed to give life to the secondary syllabus and provide students the opportunity to engage with 
ideas outside the traditional classroom setting.

This year’s impressive line-up features inspiring artist and poet Cleo Wade; foreign correspondent Richard Lloyd 
Parry; acclaimed illustrator and writer Chris Riddell; and author, rapper and poet Omar Musa. It also includes novelist 
Michael Mohammed Ahmad; young-adult author Alice Pung; and historians David Hunt and Nick Brodie.

Suitable for Years 9 to 12.

Date and Venue 
Wednesday 2 May, 10am–2.15pm 
Seymour Centre, Corner of City Rd & Cleveland St, Chippendale 

Booking
Bookings are essential for Student Sessions. Tickets go on sale on Tuesday 30 January. Booking forms are included in 
this mail pack. You can also find a printable version at swf.org.au/studentsessions 

For more information or enquiries contact: ticketing@swf.org.au | 02) 9256 4200

Please note: books by featured authors will be available for purchase on the day.

Sydney Writers’ Festival  |  Level 3, 10 Hickson Road, NSW 2000  |  swf.org.au
Disclaimer: Details in this brochure are correct at time of publication. Sydney Writers’ Festival reserves the right to add, withdraw, or substitute artists, and to vary the program 
should the need arise. Please note that a waiting list is kept for booked out Student Sessions events.

The Program
10am 
Taking a Stand 
Artist, author and poet Cleo Wade promotes change 
through an uplifting blend of poetry, mantras and 
affirmations. Known by many through her hugely 
popular Instagram account @cleowade, the New York-
based author of Heart Talk chats with Winnie Dunn 
about using her writing and social media presence as 
a means to spread positive messages and advocate for 
the marginalised in society. Wade’s work blends honesty 
and optimism to motivate people of all ages to become 
politically active in the world around them.

Related links: Society and Culture, Commerce, English, 
Intercultural Understanding

10am 
Reporting on Natural Disaster
Richard Lloyd Parry, Asia Editor of The Times,  
reflects on the process of writing Ghosts of the Tsunami, 
a gripping account of the deadly 2011 tsunami in Japan. 
He talks to the ABC’s James Valentine about how he 
weaved the personal accounts of survivors with broader 
discussion of the political and economic impacts of 
the event. A journalist who has reported in some 21 
countries, he brings a fascinating perspective to the role 
of storytelling in a world increasingly affected by issues 
of sustainability, climate change and natural disaster.

Related links: History, Geography, English

11.15am 
Writers on Writers:  
Alice Pung discusses John Marsden 
Young-adult novelist Alice Pung reflects on one of 
her biggest influences – the much-loved and hugely 
successful writer John Marsden. In conversation with 
Amelia Lush, Alice considers how the pioneering author 
of teen fiction such as Tomorrow, When the War Began 
affected her own craft. In particular, she contemplates 
how his frank portrayal of teenage issues inspired her 
to write more honestly about what matters to young 
people, including in her novel Laurinda and the Our 
Australian Girl: Marly series.

Related links: English, Language and Texts in Content, 
Standard and Advanced Reading to Write

11.15am 
Next Wave
Join three of Australia’s most exciting, fearless voices for a 
conversation with Sarah Ayoub about bringing the stories 
of second-generation immigrants to the mainstream. 
Omar Musa offers his perspective as a Malaysian-born 
rapper and poet whose debut novel explores the lives 
of multicultural youth. Fellow panellist Melanie Cheng 
was born in Adelaide and grew up in Hong Kong, and has 
written a fresh take on our multiculturalism in her debut 
collection of stories Australia Day. And Arab-Australian 
novelist Michael Mohammed Ahmad provides insight into 
the cultural identity of young people in Sydney’s west.

Related links: History, Geography, Society and Culture, 
English, Intercultural Understanding

1pm 
Express Yourself 
Acclaimed illustrator and writer Chris Riddell believes 
that an overly serious approach to literature and art 
drains them of their necessary fun and joy. The creator 
of the popular Ottoline and Goth Girl series discusses 
the power of doodling every day to get creativity flowing 
and how artistic expression can unlock imagination in 
the classroom. A collaborator of Paul Stewart and Neil 
Gaiman, he reflects on working across artistic mediums 
and his mission to connect young people with the 
pleasure of books.

Related links: English, Visual Arts, Visual Design 

1pm 
The Untold Stories in Australian History
A panel of award-winning history buffs discuss the 
most bizarre and little-known stories they’ve uncovered 
throughout their work, and debate how these reflect on 
the real Australia. Anna Clark speaks with humourist 
David Hunt, who presents a quirky side of history 
that’s absent from most chronicles, and Nick Brodie, 
a professional history nerd who writes erudite but 
accessible accounts of our nation’s past. This panel will 
upend the conventional wisdom of history books.

Related links: History, Modern History, History 
Extension, English

10.45am Book signing

12–1pm Book signing and lunch break 

1.45–2.15pm Book signing and finish

Please arrive at 9.30am for a 10am start. Each talk runs for 45 minutes and all sessions are stand-alone.   
Create your own schedule of sessions.

It was really eye-opening and insightful. 
Year 12 Student, Aquinas College

It helps develop my own experiences in becoming a better writer  
and hopefully I’ll be sitting there one day signing my own books. 

Year 10 Student, Gosford High School

 (Quotes from students and teachers sourced from ABC News.)

There’s a great deal of value in bringing our students to things like this. 
Teacher, Albion Park High School



Sydney Writers’ Festival 
and the NSW Education 
Standards Authority present

Student 
Sessions  
2018

Michael Mohammed Ahmad is the 
director of Sweatshop: Western Sydney 

Literacy Movement. His debut novel, 
The Tribe, received the 2015 Sydney 

Morning Herald Best Young Novelists 
of the Year Award. Mohammed’s latest 

novel is The Lebs.

Nick Brodie is a professional history nerd. 
Having worked as a history lecturer and 
field archaeologist, he has brought fresh 
angles to old tales in 1787: The Lost 
Chapters of Australia’s Beginnings, 
Kin: A Real People’s History of Our 

Nation and The Vandemonian War.

David Hunt is an acclaimed historian and 
children’s writer who uses humour to 
undercut the perception that history 
is a tired, boring pastime. His award-

winning books Girt: The Unauthorised 
History of Australia and its sequel, 

True Girt, are side-splitting accounts of 
Australia’s lesser-known past. 

Omar Musa is a Malaysian-Australian 
author, rapper and poet. He has won the 

Australian Poetry Slam and the Indian 
Ocean Poetry Slam. His novel Here 

Come the Dogs was longlisted for the 
International Dublin Literary Award and 

Miles Franklin Award. Musa was named 
one of the Sydney Morning Herald’s Young 

Novelists of the Year in 2015.

Richard Lloyd Parry is Asia Editor of 
The Times. He has reported from 21 

countries and several wars, including 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Indonesia, East 

Timor, North Korea, Papua New Guinea, 
Vietnam, Kosovo and Macedonia. He is 

the author of In The Time of Madness, 
People Who Eat Darkness and Ghosts of 

the Tsunami.

Cleo Wade is an artist, poet and author 
of Heart Talk: Poetic Wisdom for a 

Better Life. She contributes regularly 
to W Magazine, Teen Vogue and has 
presented at New York University, 
Columbia University and the National 

Museum of African American History 
and Culture. She has been named one 

of America’s Most Influential Women by 
Marie Claire and ‘the Millenial Oprah’ by 
New York magazine.

Chris Riddell, 2015–2017 UK Children’s 
Laureate and accomplished artist and 
cartoonist, has won major book prizes 
including the 2013 Costa Children’s 
Book Award for Goth Girl and the 
Ghost of a Mouse. Other works include 

collaborations with Paul Stewart on 
Muddle Earth and the Scavenger series.

Melanie Cheng is a writer and general 
practitioner. Of Chinese-Australian 
heritage, she was born in Adelaide, 
grew up in Hong Kong and now lives in 
Melbourne with her family. Her writing 
has appeared in The Age, Meanjin and 

Overland, among others. In 2016, she 
won the Victorian Premier’s Literary 

Award for an Unpublished Manuscript. 
Australia Day (2017) is her first book.

Alice Pung is an award-winning Melbourne 
writer, whose latest book, On John 
Marsden, is a meditation on her biggest 
literary influence. She is the author of 
Laurinda, Her Father’s Daughter and 
Unpolished Gem, and the editor of 

Growing Up Asian in Australia and My 
First Lesson. She also wrote a children’s 

series, Our Australian Girl.
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