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Sydney Writers’ Festival Announces new Head of Children's & YA Programs 

Media Release: 9am Tuesday September 11 
 
Sydney Writers' Festival is pleased to announce the appointment of Amelia Lush as the new 
Head of Children’s & YA Programs.  
 
Lush has spent the past decade as a specialist Children's and YA bookseller, working 
closely with schools, parents and readers of all ages. She was a children’s specialist at 
Mosman’s Pages and Pages and for the past five years was Manager of Newtown’s Better 
Read Than Dead. Lush is a current Stella Prize judge, a recipient of the 2016 Penguin 
Random House Young Bookseller of the Year Award, and was awarded the 2014 Elizabeth 
Reilly Fellowship for Children's Bookselling.  
 
In announcing the appointment Michaela McGuire, Artistic Director of the Sydney Writers’ 
Festival said, “Amelia’s passion for children’s literature is infectious, and we count ourselves 
extremely fortunate to have her joining the Festival. I’m so excited for Amelia to bring her 
energy, excitement and experience to the task of curating our Children’s & YA programs.”  
  
Amelia Lush said on her appointment, “It has been wonderful to see the Children’s and YA 
program grow and develop over the last few years and I am thrilled to be joining the brilliant 
team at Sydney Writers’ Festival. Fostering a love of literature in young people has been my 
passion for more than a decade, and to have the opportunity to do so at the scale of this 
Festival is a dream come true.”  
 
Lush will be responsible for the curation of the annual Children’s Festival of Moving Stories 
(the Festival’s library-on-wheels that travels through Sydney & regional NSW schools each 
November), the Primary and Secondary Schools program, the Student Sessions program (in 
partnership with NSW Education Standards Authority) and the much-loved Sydney Writers’ 
Festival public program, including Family Day at Carriageworks and All-Day YA at 
Parramatta.  
 
Before starting at Sydney Writers’ Festival, Lush will host a conversation with international 
YA star Veronica Roth at the Seymour Centre, 6.30pm, September 11.  
 
Amelia Lush starts at the Festival on Monday October 8. She replaces current Head of 
Children’s and YA Programs Clare Sawyer who has been with the Festival since 2016. 
 
The 2019 Sydney Writers’ Festival week runs Monday April 29 – Sunday May 5 at 
Carriageworks. Visit www.swf.org.au for further information.  
 
*A high resolution photograph of Amelia Lush can be sent on request.  


