Meet the Authors
Megan McDonald has written more than 60 books

for young readers, including her popular Judy Moody
and Stink titles. She has won the Publishers Weekly
Best Book of the Year and the International Reading
Association Children’s Choice award. Megan lives in the
United States.
meganmcdonald.net

Oliver Phommavanh is a Thai-

Australian writer for children. He is
the author of Thai-riffic!, Con-nerd,
Punchlines, Thai-no-mite,
Ethan, The Other Christy,
Super Con-nerd and,
most recently, Natural
Born Loser.
oliverwriter.com

Katherine Rundell is the author

of The Explorer, The Wolf
Wilder and Rooftoppers. She
has won the Costa Children’s
Book Award, Blue Peter Book
Award and Waterstones
Children’s Book Prize.
Katherine Rundell lives in the
United Kingdom.
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R.A. Spratt is the author of The

Peski Kids, Friday Barnes and
The Adventures of Nanny Piggins
series. In her previous life she was
a television writer. R.A. lives in
Bowral, NSW.
raspratt.com

Booking
Primary School Days tickets go on sale on 24 October 2018.
Booking forms are included in this mail pack.
You can also find an online booking form and printable PDFs at swf.org.au
For more information or if you have any questions contact:
ticketing@swf.org.au | (02) 9256 4200

swf.org.au/schoolsprogram

Disclaimer: Details in this
brochure are correct at
time of publication. Sydney
Writers’ Festival reserves
the right to add, withdraw,
or substitute artists, and to
vary the program should
the need arise. Please note
that a waiting list is kept
for booked out School
Days events.

Welcome to
Primary School Days

Sessions

The Primary School Days program is a fantastic opportunity for students to
meet their favourite authors and illustrators, discover exciting new voices, have
a book autographed, and be inspired by the world of imagination and ideas.

Katherine Rundell begins each day with a cartwheel and lists tightrope
walking among her hobbies — that is, when she’s not writing amazing
books! Join Katherine as she shares the real life adventures that inspire her
stories, lets you in on the nuts and bolts of her writing process, and shows
you how to write your own adventure story.

These hugely popular sessions bring together prominent children’s authors
and young readers for a fun, interactive and educational day designed to
grow their enjoyment of books and reading. During the session, writers
perform from their work, talk about their craft and take questions from
the students.

Dates and Venues

Please arrive at 9.30am for a 10am start.

10am Adventure Time

10.45am Stories with Crash, Bang, Boom!

Hilarious dialogue. Rocket-fast action. Craziness mixed with humour and
heart. R.A. Spratt, author of The Peski Kids series, brings humour, music and
high-energy action to this session; as she shares how animation influences the
way she writes books, reveals what she learned from writing for television,
and inspires you to create your own wild plots full of mystery and adventure!

11.30am Lunch Break and Book Signings
With Katherine Rundell and R.A. Spratt

Wednesday 1 May: 	Riverside Theatres, Cnr Church and Market
Streets, Parramatta

(We recommend students bring their own lunch.)

Thursday 2 May: 	Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre,

12.30pm Judy Moody Rules!

597 High Street, Penrith

Friday 3 May: 	Sydney Town Hall, 483 George Street, Sydney,

Get up close and personal with the creator of the world’s sassiest third-grader,
Judy Moody! In this jam-packed session, Megan McDonald talks about how
she comes up with the ideas for her books, shares funny family stories and
uses weird and wonderful props to illuminate her writing process.

Monday 6 May: 	Sydney Town Hall, 483 George Street, Sydney,

1.15pm Natural Born Loser

*A FREE EVENT for NSW schools with a
FOEI score of 120 and over.

*A FREE EVENT for NSW schools with a
FOEI score of 120 and over.

*Please note: there is limited capacity for the free events
at Sydney Town Hall. We recommend you book early.

Growing up, Oliver Phommavanh always felt a little weird, left-field or just
left out. But like the characters in his books, he wears his nerdy heart on his
sleeve and lets his creativity shine. Find out how Oliver became a voice for
the nerds, class clowns and crazy kids, and what inspired him to write Thairiffic!, Con-nerd and his latest book, Natural Born Loser.

2pm Finish and Book Signings

With Megan McDonald and Oliver Phommavanh

Core Funders

Sydney Writers’ Festival

Principal Partner

|

Level 3, 10 Hickson Road, NSW 2000

|

swf.org.au

